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PREFACE 


The  histoi-y  of  Fall  River  presented  to  the  public  in  this  volume  is  designed  to  fill 
ii  iiielie  lluU  lias  Ions  bten  vaoani,  inasniucli  as  no  record  of  the  city's  growth  lias  been 
l)ublisheil  in  nearlx'  thirty  years.  The  aim  has  been  to  jnesent  a  concise  and  accurate 
stalement  of  the  city's  history  that  will  lie  of  value  as  a  work  for  reference,  as  much 
as"  for  general  i-eading.  Some  matter  already  familiar  to  many  readers  has  'been 
incori)orated,  because  of  its  importance,  though  in  a  condensed  form,  but  a  considerable 
I)roi)ortiou  is  new. 

The  work  lias  been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  i-ei)ieseiitative 
cltii^ns  appointed  by  Mayor  John  T.  Coughlin,  consisting  of  Former  Mayor  and 
Congressman  Robert  T.  Davis,  as  Chairman;  Leontine  I^incoln,  City  Engineer  Philip 
D.  Borden,  Judge  John  J.  McDonough  and  Benjamin  Buftiuton.  City  Solicitor  Hugo  A. 
Dubuque,  who  was  also  appointed  to  the  comnviltee,  was  unable  to  serve. 

The  editor  desires  to  acknowledge  his  great  indebtedness  to  city  officials,  especially 
the  City  Cleik,  Arthur  B.  Brayton,  the  officers  of  banking  and  manufacturing  in- 
.sliliitions  and  various  associations,  and  to  scores  of  private  individuals  for  their  un- 
failing courtesy  in  the  furnishing  of  material,  and,  in  some  instances,  complete  articles, 
as  well  as  in  the  examination  of  manuscript.  To  the  members  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  pass  upon  the  work,  he  also  wishes  to  extend  his  thanks  for  their 
interest  and  encouragement,  and  to  Michael  Reagan,  Secretary  to  I  he  Mayor.  Mr. 
Philip  D.  Borden  has  also  been  of  great  assistance,  and  was  untiring  in  liis  efforts  for 
tlie  success  of  the  work. 

HENRY  M.  FENNER, 

Editor. 


Fall  River,  June  1,  1906. 


Copy. 


Cit^  of  jfall  IRiver.    d^'^-  ^^^/^ ^'/r/e^lyr/'i€y/i, 

February  19,  1906. 

That  the  History  of  Pall  River  now  being  corapiled  by 
the  Smiley.  Publiahins  Conpany,  of  New  York,  and  now  in  tlie  hands 
of  the  comniittee  consisting  of  Hon.  Robert  T.  Davris,  Hon.  John  W. 
Cummlngs,  City  Solicitor  Hugo  A.  Dubuque,  City  Engineor  Philip  D. 
Borden,  Leontine  Lincoln,  Esq.,  and  Benjaj;iln  Buffinton,  and  ap- 
pointed by  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  be  indorsed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men.    If  the  work  is  satisfactory  to  said  co;:i'iiittee,  the  City  of 
Pall  River  shall  purchase  four  hundred  copies  of  the  book,  the  cost 
of  the  same  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  do^lars. 

In  Board  of  Alderrnen,  February  19,  1906. 
Adopted. 

(Signed)  Arthur  B.  Brayton,  City  Clerk. 

Approved,  February  20,  1306, 

(Signed)  Jolm  T.  CcOghlln,  J.layor. 

A  true  copy. 

Attest: 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  February  21,  1906. 


Fall  River,  June  G,  1900. 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  comniittee  appointed  by  Mayor  John  T.  Coushlin 
to  pass  upon  the  manuscript  of  the  history  of  Fall  River  hereby  signify ^their  approval 
of  the  work  as  submitted  to  them. 


f  LEONTINE  LINCOLN, 
I  PHILIP  D.  BORDEN, 
^W  -^-lOIlN  J.  McUONOUClI, 
I  R.  T.  DAVIS, 
L  BENJAMIN  BUFFINTON. 
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CHAPTER  I 


THE  EARLIEST  DAYS 


The  Native  Inhabitants  and  Their  Lives.       K.ing  Philip  and  Weetainoe.        The   Pocasset  and 

Freemen's  Purchases 


Thoiifjh  the  New  World  was  discovered 
by  ColuiuliLis  ill  H'.)2  and  the  northern  coasl 
was  skirted  six  years  later,  by  Sebastian 
('abi)t  under  the  protection  of  the  Enj^lish 
KiuK,  tiiereby  giving  iingland  some  claim 
to  the  territory,  it  was  not  till  the  Pilgrims 
landed  at  Plymouth  in  1020  that  any  perma- 
nent settlement  was  made  in  New  England. 
Till  then  the  territory  that  now  comprises 
the  city  of  Fall  River  had  been  a  part  of  the 
domain  of  the  Wampanoag  Indians,  in  whose 
possession  it  remained  till  shortly  before 
King  Philip's  war,  fifty-five  years  later,  and 
Willi  these  original  proprietors  of  the  soil 
the  history  of  tlie  city  properly  begins. 

The  secticjii  had  been  visited  by  others 
before  the  Pilgrims  came,  however,  though 
one  cannot  speak  with  absolute  certainty  of 
their  names  or  the  date  of  their  coming. 
The  Northmen,  the  hardy,  sea-loving  Vikings 
of  many  a  tale,  were  of  an  adventurous  dis- 
position, and,  according  to  their  sagas,  in 
lUOS,  a  party  of  them,  under  Thorflnn,  sailed 
ui)  the  Seaconnet  River  to  Mt.  Hope  Bay, 
where  they  spent  the  winter.  They  "called 
the  place  Hop,"  whence  some  have  thought 
to  trace  the  name  Jit.  Hope.  They  traded 
with  the  natives  and  may  have  marked  a 
curiously-traced  stone  found  at  Bristol,  as 
well  as  Dighton  rock.  On  this,  however, 
critical  liistorians  are  skeptical. 

Far  more  thoroughly  authenticated  than 
this,  and,  indeed,  a  matter  of  accepted  his- 
tory, is  the  visit  of  .Joseph  Verrazzano,  a 
Florentine  discoverer,  under  French  patron- 
age, who  in  1524  after  calling  at  Block  Isl- 
and, enteit-'d  Narragansett  Bay,  where  he 
and  his  company  of  fifty  men  remained, 
probably  at  Newport,  about  fifteen  days.  Ho 
was  greatly  pleased  with  the  natives,  of 
whom  he  saw  much,  and  described  them  and 
their  customs  at  length  in  a  letter  to  the  king.* 

"They  were,"  he  said,  "the  finest-looking 


♦Bicknell's  Barrington. 


pe<;ple  and  I  he  handsomest  in  their  ccjstumes 
tliat  We  found  on  (jur  voyage.  'I'hey  exceed 
us  in  si/,e,  ami  aie  of  a  very  fair  coiii- 
ple.xioii;  sijnie  ol'  them  incline  more  to  a 
white  and  some  are  (jf  a  tawny  color.  'I'lK'ir 
faces  ai'e  sharp;  their  hair  is  long  and  blacli, 
on  the  ad(jrnment  of  whicli  they  besiow 
great  care.  Their  eyes  are  blacl;  anil  keen; 
their  demeanor  is  gentle  and  attractive.  .  .  . 
The  women  resemble  them  in  size  and  are 
very  graceful  and  handsome,  and  quite  al- 
ti-active  in  dress  and  manners.  They  Iiad 
no  other  ckUhiiig  e.xcept  a  deer  skin,  orna- 
mented as  were  the  sl<ins  worn  by  the  men. 
Some  had  very  rich  lyn.x  skins  upon  their 
arms  and  wore  various  oiuiaments  u|)on  their 
heads,  braided  in  their  hair,  which  hung 
down  upon  their  breasts." 

These  were  a  part  of  the  Wampanoags 
long  a  poweiful  ami  populous  peopk',  able  to 
call  together  M.diii)  wari'iors,  and  the  owiii.'rs 
of  nearly  all  of  Soiilheastern  .Massachiisells. 
They  were  an  important  division  of  the  Al- 
gonquin nation,  but  as  tlie  result  of  a  terrible 
eindemic,  possibly  smallpox,  about  1GI2, 
their  numbers  had  been  gi'eatly  reduced  at 
the  time  of  the  Plymoutli  settlement,  and 
they  had  been  oliliged  to  pay  tribute  to  their 
ancient  enemies,  (he  Narragansetts,  who 
dwelt  on  the  west  shoi'es  of  the  bay.  It  was 
this  weakened  condition  of  the  tribe  w'hi(;h 
was  probably  a  potent  factor  in  bringing  the 
chief,  I\lassasoil,  early  to  nuil^e  a  treaty  of 
friendship  with  tlu;  Plymouth  settlers, 
through  Indians  who  had  learned  English 
from  chance  traders,  and  to  remain  their 
firm  friend  till  his  death,  forty  years  later. 
The  treaty,  too,  was  of  great  advantage  for 
all,  not  only  in  trade,  hut  as  a  shield  for  the 
whites  against  'hostile  natives,  well  as  for 
the  Wampanoags  against  their  foes.  One 
sub-chief,  Corbitant.  who  occupied  this  ter- 
ritory, was  hostile  to  the  whites,  but  he  was 
restrained  by  Massasoit  and  died  a  few 
years  after  the  Plymouth  settlement. 


t  .V  .A   ■•inn'''  ;.OJv  ...  ^■ 


■    V  ly-J         '  ■■■  1  ■ 

;;:ri  I.-.  .'  J?  v.-  ..."     .'i.*  J 

;.■  '■■  ■                          J'  ■ 

},:•{■/»  10 i.'.;- .   ■  '■•  ■ 

;  '  V'M  Vr"'  M'w 


■,  , ;    .;:  .;>    •„!»U»   ;!  .7i.sb 


2 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


The  good  qualities  of  the  Waiupaiioag  In- 
dians may,  of  course,  be  easily  overesti- 
mated, and  yet  mueli  could  be  said  for  their 
intelligence  and  liospitality,  ;)s  well  as  for 
their  generally  sujjerior  yualities  when  com- 
pared witli  some  other  tribes.  During  tihe 
long  reign  of  -Massasoit,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  KiCti,  ihey  were  consist (Mitly  friend- 
ly to  the  PlyiUdutli  scttliTs,  and  it  was  not 
till  he  was  gonu  and  W'auisntta,  liis  eldest 


Kinj?  Pliilip 

son,  had  succeeded  him,  that  the  whites  be- 
gan to  question  their  good  faith.  VVam- 
sutta's  humiliating  treatment  by  the  English, 
and  his  death  of  fever  possibly  brought  on 
by  this,  which  the  Indians  suspected  v/an 
poisoning,  did  not  improve  a  feeling  already 
growing  tense.  Philip,  the  seccmd  son, 
known  to  his  followers  as  Metacomet,  be- 
came chief,  ami  tis  matters  grew  worse  and 


the  settlers  encroached  more  and  more  on 
his  hunting  grounds,  nursed  thoughts  that 
had  their  vent  in  the  historic  war  that  bears 
Ills  name.  Though  tliis  rageil  about  the 
present  city,  no  important  incident  in  the 
ccmtlict  tcKdi  idace  within  its  limits.  The 
entl  of  the  struggle  was  the  practical  de- 
struction (jf  the  Wampanoags  as  a  tril)e,  and 
the  llight  of  most  of  the  few  survivors  to  the 
Ptnoliscot  Indians  in  Maine.  Philip  himself 
was  Idlk'd,  near  Mt.  Hope,  August  12,  ICTG, 
and  ihis  wife  and  child  sold  into  slaver\  in 
Hernuula. 

So  complete  was  the  destruction  of  the 
Indian  power  that  in  the  Governor's  Tlianks- 
giving  proclamation  in  December  it  was 
staled:  "Of  those  several  tribes  and  parties 
that  have  hitherto  risen  up  against  us, 
which  were  not  a  few,  ihei'e  now  scarce 
lemains  a  name  or  family  of  them  in  their 
former  habiialions,  but  are  either  slain,  cap- 
tivated or  lied  into  remote  parts  of  this 
wildei'iiess,  or  lie  iiid,  despairing  of  tlielr 
hrsr  intentions  against  us."* 

One  i>f  llie  best,  if  not  tlie  vei'y  best,  docu- 
ments setting  forth  the  Indian  attitude  to- 
ward the  whites  aljout  KJTi),  and  more  espe- 
ciall.s'  tiiat  of  King  Philip,  is  his  reply  to 
.John  Ponlen,  of  Por(;smouth,  following  the 
receipt  of  a  complaint  from  the  council  at 
Plymouth,  just  before  the  outlireak  of  tlie 
war.  This  rei)ly,  which  was  i)repared  and 
pri>baldy  delivered  at  Mt.  Hope,  sets  forth 
tile  gri'.'vances  of  the  Indians  most  simply 
and  yet  forcibly  and  is  a  notable  example  of 
Indian  elo(|U(.'nci:'.    It  is  as  follows: 

"T'iu'  ICnglij^h  wluj  came  lirst  to  tliis  coun- 
tr.\'  were  but  an  handful  of  people,  forlorn, 
[loor  and  distressed.  My  father  was  their 
^■aldn•nl.  Hi'  relieved  their  distresses  in  the 
most  kind  and  hospitable  manner.  He  gave 
tliem  land  to  build  and  plant  upon.  He  did 
all  in  his  power  to  serve  them.  Others  of 
their  own  countrymen  came  and  joined 
them.  Tlieir  numljers  rapidly  increased.  My 
father's  counsellors  became  uneas.N'  and 
alarmed,  lest,  as  they  were  possessed  of 
firearms,  wliich  was  not  the  case  with  the 
Indians,  they  should  finally  undertake  to 
give  law  to  the  Indians,  and  take  from  them 
their  country.  They,  therefore,  advised  him 
to  destroy  them,  before  they  should  become 
too  strong,  and  it  should  be  loo  late.  My 
father  was  also  the  father  of  the  Englisli. 
He  represented  to  his  counsellors  and  war- 
riors that  the  English  know  nuiny  sciences 
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which  the  Indians  did  not;  that  they  Im- 
proved and  cLillivaLed  the  earth,  and  raised 
cattle  and  fruits,  and  that  there  was  siifh- 
cient  room  in  llie  country  for  both  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  Indians,  llis  advice  prevailed. 
It  was  concluded  to  {five  victuals  to  the  Eng- 
lish. They  llourisliod  and  increased.  Experi- 
ence taught  that  the  advice  of  my  father's 
counsellors  was  right. 

"By  various  means  they  got  ixjssessed  of 
a  great  part  of  his  territoi-y-  15ut  he  still 
lemained  their  friend  till  he, died.  .My  elder 
brotlier  Ijecame  Sacliem.  They  pretended  to 
subpect  him  of  evil  designs  against  them, 
lie  wa.s  sei/.fil  and  conlini  d,  and  therebj' 
lliiown  into  sickness  and  dii.d.  Soon  after 
I  bi-came  Sachem  they  disarmed  all  my 
pe<)|ile.  They  tried  my  people  by  their  own 
laws,  and  as.sc^ssed  damages  against  them 
which  ihey  could  not  pay.  Their  land  was 
taken.  At  length  a  line  of  division  was 
agreed  upon  l)etvveen  the  English  and  my 
people,  ami  I  myself  was  to  be  responsible. 
Sometimes  tlie  cattle  of  the  English  would 
come  into  the  cornfields  of  my  people,  for 
they  did  not  make  fences  like  the  Englisli. 

"I  must  tlien  be  sei/eil  and  confined  till 
I  had  sold  another  tract  of  my  country  for 
satisfaction  of  all  damages  and  costs. 

"TliLis  tract  after  tract  is  gone.  But  a 
small  part  of  I  In/  duminion  of  my  ancestors 
remains. 

"1  am  determined  not  to  live  till  I  have  no 
count  ry." 

Of  the  habits  of  the  Wampanoags  a  fairly 
complete  picture  has  come  down  to  us.  They 
were  consiilerably  advanced  in  civilization, 
cultivating  corn,  beans,  pumpkins  and 
squashes,  [jreparing  food  by  no  means  unpal- 
atable, with  the  aid  of  lire,  dressing  bark 
for  their  canoes,  and  weavin.g  mats  of  rushes 
and  grasses  for  their  wigwams.  They  made 
ct)oking  utensils  of  stone  and  (day,  and  otliei- 
rude  articles  of  shell,  stone  and  bone,  and 
prepared  skins  for  clothing.  Tliey  were  ac- 
curate in  their  observations  of  the  weather, 
and  had  names  for  the  constellations.  They 
worsiliipped  various  gods  but  believed  in  one 
supreme  being  and  the  immortalitj^  of  the 
soul.  Their  weapons  were  the  familiar  stone 
tomahawk  and  the  bow  with  arrows  tipped 
with  sharp  stones. 

Their  lives  were  wandering,  though  with 
I)ermanent  haunts,  which  can  be  traced  to- 
day by  heaps  of  shells  or  stone  implements. 
The  summers  they  spent  near  the  ponds  or 
shore,  wihere  they  could  most  easily  obtain 
fish  and  shellfish,  both  of  which,  as  well  as 


game  of  many  kinds,  were  abundant,  and  in 
winter  they  retired  to  sheltered  valleys  or 
dense  swamps.  Their  residence  was  always 
where  the  means  of  obtaining  food  were 
easiest  and  life  tlie  most  comfortable.  The 
soil  was  fertile,  and  though  this  section  was 
heavily  'wooded  with  oak,  walnut  and  pine, 
they  had  cleared  some  places  for  gartlens, 
three  of  which  are  known  to  have  existed 
within  the  limits  of  ithe  present  city,  in  each 
case  where  the  presence  of  water  on  one  or 
more  sides  made  feucin.g  against  wild  ani- 
mals easie.si.  One  of  these  garden  s[iots 
was  on  the  llats  near  Slade's  feiry,  another 
near  the  Fall  River  Iron  Win'ks,  where  a 
neck  of  land  now  occupied  by  the  pi-int 
works  ran  out  with  tide  water  on  three 
sides,  and  a  third  where  the  Quequechan 
River  makes  out  from  the  ponds.  As  else- 
where among  Indians,  the  women  cultivated 
the  croi)s,  dug  the  clams,  carried  burdens 
and  ill  general  did  the  drudgery,  while  their 
lords  hnnled  and  lisUeil.  Tliey  liad  learneil 
to  fertili/.e  their  coi'ii  placing  lish  in  the 
hills,  a  custom  'which  they  tauglit  the  whiles 
and  which  is  still  practiced. 

Came  fish,  scallf)ps,  oysters  and  clams, 
the  latter  balicd  much  as  in  the  clambake 
to-day,  together  with  corn  and  nuts,  were 
their  staph-  foods.  The  corn  was  parclu'd, 
pouniled  to  meal  in  a  moi'tai-  and  liaked, 
sometimes  with  the  addition  of  l)ei-ries. 
wliich  were  abundani.  Tlu-  latter,  notably 
strawbei'rit'S,  were  often  bi'uised  and  added 
to  the  liread  to  make  a  primitive  sliortcake. 
Shad  roes,  boiled  with  acorns,  were  anothei' 
lavorite  dish.  Nuts  of  all  kinds  were  gath- 
ered for  winter  stores  and  acorns  for  the 
hair  oil  they  would  produce,  as  well  as  for 
tlieir  nutriment. 

For  protection  against  the  winter  tliey 
built  easily  transported  'wi.gwams,  made  of 
thick  and  well-woven  grass  mats  thrown 
ai'ound  poles  meeting  at  the  top.  These  cov- 
erings were  doul)le,  with  ♦the  finer  inside. 
A  small  mat  coiihl  be  thrown  over  the  lop 
to  retain  the  wiirmtli,  and  another  was  used 
to  close  the  entrance  which  was  al)out  three 
feet  high.    Mats  were  also  used  for  beds. 

The  leaders  did  not  encourage  efforts  of 
missionaries  to  convert  their  followers,  to 
Christianity.  It  is  told  of  Philip,  for  ex- 
ample, that  on  hearing  of  sucdi  work  across 
his  borders  he  jiositively  refused  to  enter! ain 
the  preachers,  to  listen  to  their  teaching  or 
to  allow  his  subjects  to  be  approached  by  it. 
He  spoke  bitterly  in  ccnilempt  of  the  Englisli 
creed,  and  on  one  occasion,  taking  hold  of 
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Eliot's  coat  button,  told  lilm  he  cared  no 
more  for  his  religion  than  for  that.* 

The  sharpness  of  the  native  intellect  and 
their  acuteness  in  framing  difRcult  questions 
uiaj'  be  seen  in  some  of  the  queries  the  In- 
dians about  Boston  put  to  Eliot. t  He  had 
told  them  they  were  the  children,  not  of  C!od, 
but  of  the  devil,  and  they  were  naturally 
most  interested  in  the  latter.  They  asked: 
Whether  tlie  devil  or  man  was  made  first? 
Whether  there  might  not  be  something,  if 
only  a  little,  gained  l)y  praying  to  tlie  devil? 
Why  does  not  God,  who  has  full  power,  kill 
the  devil  that  makes  all  men  so  bad?  If  all 
the  world  be  burned  up,  where  would  hell 
be  then? 

Their  language  was  easily  learned,  by  the 
whites,  at  least  sufflcieiiitly  for  most  pur- 
poses, but  was  difficult  to  put  in  writing. 
It  was  extremely  guttural,  and  often  the 
words  were  of  great  length,  sometimes  run- 
ning to  more  than  forty  letters  each,  with 
thirteen  or  even  fifteen  syllables.  Though 
the  dialects  varied  considerably,  it  was  the 
same  tongue  as  that  spoken  throughout  Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode  Island  and  the  greater 
part  of  Connecticut.  The  natives  soon  came 
to  understand  the  English  language,  though 
they  were  not  so  quick  to  acquire  the  ability 
to  speak  it. 

Many  of  the  imijlements  of  the  Indians 
have  l)eeii  fomid  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  and  soiiiu  notable  i)rivate  collections 
have  been  made.  The  Indian  names  have 
largely  been  preserved  in  the  titles  of  bank- 
ing and  manufacturing  corporations  and 
clubs  within  the  city,  as  well  as  in  the  iiaiiie 
of  the  Quequechan  Ki\er  and  in  the  designa- 
tion of  scores  of  near-by  sections. 

Until  the  war  which  wrought  the  exter- 
mination i>f  the  AN'ampaiioags  there  had 
been  no  white  settlers  within  the  bounds  i,f 
the  present  city,  though  the  title  to  the  sec- 
tion north  of  the  Quequechan  had  passed 
to  the  English  in  1G59  by  what  is  known  as 
the  Freemen's  Purchase.  This  extended 
from  the  Quequechan  River  on  the  south  to 
Stacey's  Brook,  the  present  northern  boun- 
dary of  Freetown,  a  distance  of  eight  or  nine 
miles,  and  easterly  from  the  Taunton  River 
about  four  miles.  It  had  been  granted  to 
the  twenty-six  residents  of  Plymouth  W'ho 
were  its  i)urchasers  by  the  general  court 
there  .July  3,  1050,  and  was  conveyed  by 
the  Indians  in  accordance  with  a  written 
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promise  made  by  Wamsutta,  eldest  son  of 
Chief  Massasoit,  to  John  Barns,  of  Ply- 
mouth, to  whom  he  was  in  debt,  December 
24,  1057.  In  addition  to  satisfying  this  debt, 
the  English  paid  the  Indians  the  various  ar- 
ticles named  in  the  deed,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we, 
Ossaniequin,  Wamsitta,  Tattapanuni,  Na- 
tives inhabiting  and  living  within  the  gov- 
ernment of  New  Plymouth,  in  New  England 
in  Anifi'lca.  have  bargained,  solil,  enfeoffed 
anil  eon(irnii'{l  unto  Captain  James  Cud- 
worth,  Josiah  Wiiislow,  Sr.,  Constant  South- 
worth,  John  Barns,  John  Tesdale,  Humphrey 
Turner.  Walter  Hatch,  Samuel  House,  Sam- 
uel Jackson,  John  Daman,  Mr.  Timothy 
Hatherly,  Timothy  Foster,  Thomas  South- 
worth,  George  Watson,  Nathaniel  Morton, 
Richard  MiMjre,  Ediniind  Chandler,  Samuel 
Nash,  Heiiiy  llciwlaiid,  Mr.  Ralph  Partridge, 
lA)\t;  Brewster,  William  Paybody,  Cliristo- 
])li(;r  Wadswortli  Kiiiclnie  Winslow.  Thomas 
Bowen  and  John  W'attrmaii,  th^  son  of 
Robt'i  t  Waterman,  and  do  by  these  pre^sents 
bargain,  sell,  enfeoff  and  confirm  from  us, 
our  heirs,  unto  James  Cudworth,  Josiah 
Winslow,  Senior,  Conslant  Soiithworth,  John 
Tesdale,  it-c,  and  tliey  and  lliiir  heirs,  all 
the  tract  of  ujjland  and  meadow  lying  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Taunton  River,  Ijeginning  or 
bounded  towards  the  south  with  the  river 
called  the  Falls  or  Quequechanil  and  so  ex- 
tending itself  northerly  until  it  conies  to  a 
little  brook",  calleil  by  the  English  by  tin- 
name  of  Siace\'s  Crt'ek:  which  brook  issut's 
(jut  of  tlie  woods,  int(j  the  marsh  or  bay  of 
Assonate  close  by  the  narrowing  of  Assonate 
Neck',  and  from  a  marked  tree,  near  the  said 
brook  at  the  head  of  the  marsh,  to  extend 
itself  into  tihe  woods  on  a  northeasterly 
Ijoint  four  miles,  and  from  the  head  of  said 
four  miles  on  a  straight  line  southerly  until 
it  meet  with  the  head  of  the  four-mile  line 
at  Quequecliand,  or  the  Falls  aforesaid,  in- 
cluding all  mead(nv,  necks  or  islands  lying 
and  being  between  Assonate  Neck  and  tlu' 
Falls  aforesaid  (except  the  land  that 
Tabatacason  hath  in  pi-esent  use)  and  the 
meadow  upon  Assonate  Neck',  fin  the  south 
side  of  the  said  neck,  and  all  the  meadow 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Taunton  River  from 
Taunton  bounds  round  until  it  coine  to  the 
head  of  Weypowset  River,  in  all  crooks, 
coves,  rivers  and  inland  meadow  not  lying 
above  four  miles  from  the  flowing  of  the 
tide  In,  and  for  the  consideration  of  twenty 
coats,  two  rugs,  two  iron  pots,  two  kettles 
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and  uiio  liUle  kettle,  eiglit  pair  of  shoes,  six 
pair  of  slcjckiiigs,  one  dozen  hose,  one  dozen 
of  liatehets,  two  yards  broadcloth  and  a 
dt.'hl  satislii'd  to  .lohn  Harnes  whicdi  was 
due  from  W'anisitfa,  unto  John  Barnes  be- 
fore the  2llh  of  December,  1(;57,  all  being 
unto  us  in  hand  paid,  wherewith  we,  the 
said  Ossamequin,  Wanisitta.  Tattapaniim, 
arc  fully  satisfied,  contented  and  paid,  and 
do  by  these  presents  exonerate,  acquit  and 
discharge  (here  all  the  grantees  are  again 
named)  they  and  either  of  them  and  each 
of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  them  forever. 
Warranting  the  lieieof  fi'oni  all  persons, 
from,  by  or  under  us,  as  laying  any  claim 
iinio  the  pi-emises  from,  by  or  under  us, 
claiming  any  right  or  title  thereunto,  or  unto 
any  pait  or  parcid  ihi.iiof,  the  said  (gran- 
let.'S)  to  have  and  to  hold  to  tlieni  and  their 
heirs  fort  ver,  all  the  alK)VO  ui)land  and 
meailow  as  is  before  expressed,  with  all  the 
appurtenanct  s  thereunto  belonging  from  us, 
Ossamequin  Wamsitia  and  Tattapanum, 
and  eveiy  of  us,  our  heirs  and  every  of  them 
forever,  unto  them,  they,  their  heirs,  execu- 
tors, administiators  and  assigns  forever,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenure  of  East  Greenwich,  In 
free  soccage  and  not  in  capte  nor  by  knights' 
service.  Also  the  said  Ossamequin,  Wanisit- 
ta and  Tattapanum  do  covenant  and  grant 
that  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  (grantees) 
to  enter  the  saiil  deed  in  the  court  of  Ply- 
mouth, or  in  iuiN  other  court  of  record  pro- 
vided for  ill  .such  case,  in  and  for  the  true 
I)erformance  whereof  Ossamequin,  Wamsitta 
and  'raiiapanum  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  and  seals  this  2d  day  of  April,  1(159. 

[Seal  I 

WAMSITTA         his  X  mark.  fSeall 
TATTATANUM,  her  X  mark.  [Seal] 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 
THOMAS  COOKE. 
JONATHAN  BRIDGE. 
.JOHN  SASSAMON. 
Chief  Massasoit  (Ossamequin)  never  sign- 
ed the  deed.    He  was  already  aged  and  may 
have  declined   business  or  delegated  it  to 
his  eldest  son,  Wamsutta,  on  account  of  his 
advanced  years.  Wanisutla's  wife  Weetamoe 
(or  Tattapanum),  who  had  succeeded  her 
father  Corbitant  as  squaw  sachem  of  the 
Pocassets,   raised    strenuous   objections  to 
signing  the  document,  on  the  ground  that 
the  territory  was  her  own  property,  which 
her  husband  had  no  right  to  sell.    A  settle^ 
ment   was   finally  made  with  her  and  her 
signature  rbtained  by  the  payment  in  addi- 


tion of  twenty  yards  blue  trading  cloth,  two 
yards  red  cotton,  two  pairs  shoes,  two  pairs 
stockings,  six  broad  hoes  and  one  axe.  She 
has  been  described  by  a  white  woman  who 
lived  some  time  among  the  natives  as  "a 
severe  and  prou<i  W(jman,  .  .  .  bestow- 
ing every  day  in  dres.sing  herself  nearly  as 
much  time  as  any  of  the  gentry,  powdering 
her  hair  and  painting  her  face,  going  with 
her  necklace,  with  jewels  in  her  ears  and 
bracelets  upon  lier  hands."  She  was  drown- 
ed at  Slade's  Ferry  during  King  Philip's 
war,   wliile  fleeing  from   the  lOnglish. 

'I'lie  grant  fiom  the  Plymouth  government 
under  which  the  Freemen's  Purchase  was 
made  was  later  confirmed  in  a  deed  from 
the  Plymouth  officials. 

That  part  of  the  city  lying  south  of  the 
Quequeclian,  as  well  as  the  present  town 
of  Tiverton,  was  designated  as  the  Pocasset 
Purchase,  from  the  name  of  the  sub-tribe  of 
Indians  from  whom  it  was  taken  in  King 
Philip's  war.  It  extended  from  the  Qutque- 
chan  to  the  Puncatest  and  Dartmouth 
bounds  on  the  south  and  easterly  from  the 
bay  from  four  to  six  miles.  The  price,  as 
given  in  the  deed  from  the  Plymouth  govern- 
nient,  was  The  text  of  the  instru- 

ment is  as  follows: 

"To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
Josiah  Winslow,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Col- 
ony of  New  I'ly mouth;  Major  Wm.  Bradford, 
Treasurer  of  the  said  Colony;  Mr.  Thomas 
Hinckley  anil  Major  James  Cudworth  As- 
sistants to  the  sai<l  Governor,  send  Greeting; 
and  whereas  we,  the  said  Governor,  Treas- 
urer and  Assistants,  or  any  two  of  us,  by 
virtue  of  an  order  of  the  General  Court  of 
the  Colony  aforesaid,  bearing  date  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.,  1(170,  are  impowered  in  said 
Colony's  behalf  to  make  sale  of  certain 
lands  belonging  to  the  Colony  aforesaid,  and 
to  make  and  seal  deeds  for  the  confirmation 
of  the  same,  as  by  the.said  order  remaining 
on  record  in  the  said  court  rolls  more  at 
large  apjieareth;  now,  know  ye  that  we.  the 
said  Governor,  Treasurer  and  Assistants  as 
agents,  in  behalf  of  the  said  Colony,  for  and 
in  consideiation  of  the  full  and  just  sum  of 
one  thousand  and  one  hundred  pounds  in 
lawful  money  of  New  England,  to  us  in  hanil, 
before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these 
presents,  well  and  truly  paid  by  Edward 
Gray,  of  Plymouth,  in  the  Colony  aforesaid; 
Nathaniel  Thomas,  of  Marshfield,  in  the 
Colony  aforesaid;  Benjamin  Church,  of 
Puncatest,  in  the  Colony  aforesaid;  Christo- 
pher Almy,  Job  Almy  and  Thomas  Waite,  of 
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Poi  tsniouth,  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  Providence  Plantations;  Daniel  Wilcox, 
of  Puncalest,  and  William  Manchester,  of 
Puncatesl,  in  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth 
aforesaid,  with  which  the  said  sum,  we,  the 
said  agents,  do  acknowledge  to  be  fully 
satisfied,  contented  and  paid,  and  thereof  do 
aciiult  and  tlischarge  the  said  (grantet>s)  antl 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns  forever;  by  these  presents  have 
gisen,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened, 
enfeolfed  and  confirmed;  and  liy  these  pres- 
ents for  us  and  thi'  said  C<jlony  (jf  New  Ply- 
mouth, do  freely,  fidl,\  and  absolutely  give, 
grant,  &c.,  to  the  saiil  (grantees)  all  those 
lands  situate,  lying  and  being  at  Pocasset, 
and  i)lacos  adjacent  in  the  Colony  of  Ply- 
mouth aforesaid,  and  is  bounded  as  follow- 
etb:  Northward  and  westward  by  the  Frec- 
iUfii's  lot,  near  the  Fall  River;  westward  by 
(he  Hay  or  Sound  that  runneth  between  the 
said  lands  and  Rhode  Island;  southward 
partly  by  Seaconnet  bounds,  and  i)artly  by 
Dartmouth  bounds,  and  northward  and  east- 
ward mi  into  the  woods  till  its  meets  with 
th(?  lands  formerly  granted  by  the  Court  to 
oihei-  men,  and  legallj-  obtained  by  them 
from  the  natives,  not  extending  furtlier  than 
.\liddlel)ury  town  bounds  and  Quitquissett 
ponds."  (Several  small  reservations  previous- 
ly sold  are  hei-e  named,  and  the  deed  pro- 
ceeds in  the  usual  form,  and- adds):  "Tiiat 
is  to  say,  to  the  said  Edward  Gray  nine 
shares  or  thirtieth  parts;  to  the  said  Na- 
thaniel 'J'iiomas  five  shares  or  thirtieth 
parts;  to  the  saiil  TUinjamin  Church  one 
share  or  iliiriicth  iiai  t ;  tt)  the  said  Christo- 
pher Almy  thiec  sliare's  and  tlirec;  quarters 
of  ont'  shiirc;  to  the  said  Thomas  Waite  one 
share;  to  the  said  Daniel  Wilcox  two  shares; 
to  the  said  William  Manchester  five  shares." 
(Tile  rest  of  the  deed  is  in  the  usual  form  of 
a  warraiitei!  deed.) 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  pres- 
ence of  witnesses,  March  5,  1079-80. 

■JOSIAH  WLNSLOW,  Governor; 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Treasurer; 
THOMAS  HINCKLEY, 
.TAMES  CUDWORTH,  Assistants. 

The  Freemen's  Purchase  was  incorporated 
in  lOS:!  as  the  town  of  Freetown,  then  a 
part  of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  Two  years, 
later  the  lands  under  the  control  of  the 
Plymouth  government  were  divided  into  the 
three  counties  of  Prislol,  Barnstable  and 
Plymouth,  and  Freetown,  as  well  as  the 
Pocasset  Purchase,  became  a  part  of  Bristol 


County.  In  1092  the  three  counties  were 
united  with  Massachusetts  and  the  Plymouth 
Colony  governminl,  wliich  then  included 
Tiverton,  canu'  to  an  end. 

The  first  owners  of  the  Freemen's  Pur- 
chase divided  it  among  themselves  liy  lot 
into  twenty-six  shares,  each  having  a  front- 
age of  about  liH)  rods  on  the  river  and 
extending  easterly  about  fou-r  miles  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  strip  jiurchased. 
These  lots  wi're  numbered  consecutively, 
beginning  a  fi.'W  lods  north  of  the  (Jnociue- 
chan  River.  Tliiitceii  full  lots  and  a  pait  of 
the  fourteent.li  fell  within  wliat  is  now  the 
city  of  Fall  River. 

The  first  h>t,  nearest  the  Quequechan,  was 
drawn  by  Timothy  Foster  and  sold  in  1079 
to  William  Earle,  .lohn  Borden  and  David  L. 
Lake,  all  of  Portsmouth,  for  ,S:il().  Much 
of  it  was  sold  t(j  the  Bordons  and  renuiined 
in  that  faniil.\  for  .generations.  The  second 
was  drawn  liy  Humphrey  Turner,  and  jia'ss- 
ed  through  various  owners  till  17^.1,  when 
the  west  end  of  it  became  the  property  of 
Benjamin  Durfee  at  whose  death  it  passed 
to  his  son,  Thomas,  who  had  also  acquired 
the  north  half  of  the  first  lot  and  was  thus 
llie  owiU'r  of  all  tin,'  land  from  Elm  street  to 
Turner,  ami  fi'om  lli.>  ri\er  to  tlie  ponds, 
('hristopher  Wadsworlh  drew  the  third  lot; 
Edmund  Chandler,  the  fourth;  Samuel 
House,  the  fifth;  John  Howland,  the  sixth; 
George  Watson,  the  seventh;  Ralph  Part- 
ridge, the  eighth;  Timothy  Hatherly,  the 
ninth;  Love  Brewster,  the  tenth;  Richard 
Moore,  the  eleventh;  William  Hatch,  the 
twelfth;  Thomas  Soulhwortli,  the  thirteenth; 
and  William  Paybody,  the  fourteenth.  The 
divisions  and  transfers  from  these  early 
owners  to  the  iiresent  day  can  be  traceil 
by  the  curious  at  the  registry  of  deeds  with- 
out much  difficnity. 

The  Pocasset  Purchase  was  likewise  di- 
vided among  the  iiroprietors  by  a  commit- 
tee consisting  of  Christopher  Almy,  .lob 
Almy,  William  Manchester  and  Natlianiid 
Thomas,  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  pur- 
chasers April  11,  lOSL  The  first  twelve  lots 
were  within  Fall  River,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  seven,  eight  and  nine  were  fifty-two 
rods  wide.  A  strip  thirty  rods  wide  adjoin- 
ing the  'Quequechan  was  owned  in  common. 
The  others  were  called  "great  lots"  and  ex- 
tended from  the  bay  one  mile  eastward  to 
Eight  Rod  Way,  now  Plymouth  avenue, 
which  was  ordered  laid  out  in  109G.  They 
were  numbered  beginning  thirty  rods  south 
of  the  Quequechan  and  were  drawn  as  fol- 
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lows:  l/)l.s  1.  2,  1,  8  and  l']il\var(l  Gray; 
;{  and  r>,  William  Manclu'slcr;  G,  liiMijaniin 
Chinch  7  and  i),  Clirislophur  Alniy;  10.  Dan- 
id  Wilcox  ;  11,  .loll  Ahny. 

A  sL'coinl  (li\'ision  was  made  later  of  the 
land  hi'lwt-en  l'l\inouili  avenue,  Watnppa 
pond  and  the  CJiiequeehan  River,  which  was 
laid  out  in  1211-acre  lots,  called  "six-score- 
acre  lots,"  wiih  Richard  IJorden,  .lohn  Cook, 
William  Corey,  .loh  Almy,  Thomas  Corey, 
IJdy  C.ray,  Christopher  Almy,  Nathaniel 
Soiuhwicdi.  .loseph  Wanton.  Seth  Arnold  aii.l 
Ivlward  (Ira.v  as  tile  first  owners.  A  third 
divlNion  of  land  near  tlie  jxind  was  made  in 
lI'iHT  anil  iiiehldi'il  ihe  sectl(j|i  tuiween  the 
(iui  ipn'chan  Uivi  r  and  Kedlord  street,  now 
Unowii  a.s  Kliiil  Villa.i,'<-.  It  exlended  west- 
wnnl  iK'iirly  lo  'rwclfili  street. 

Till'  orlnlnal  uraiid  deed  of  tile  I'ocassel 
I'nrchiise  lias  heen  carifiilly  |)reser\eil,  anil 
iH  now  in  llie  iiossessioii  of  the  family  of  the 
lute  C<x)K  Hordeii.  Tho  original  deod  of  tnc 
I''r»'('iiu'n's  I'lirchaso  is  believed  to  have  been 
lost.    Tlio  records  of  the  I'ocasset  projwie- 


tors  are  still  [ireserved  and  show  that  house 
lots  Willi  ,i;ardens  in  the  rear  were  laid  out 
at  Stoni'  l!rid.i;e,  whore  a  ferry  lot  and  a 
ministrx'  lot  were  alsi.)  set  aside,  evidence 
that  it  was  tiliere  the  ori.Lciiial  owners  ex- 
pected tlie  selllenient  would  lie  made.  The 
spellin,!^  is  curious  for  its  inarki,'d  variation 
from  [iresent  st\les,  sometimes  greatly 
shortened,  as  in  ilu>  form  "Xofer  Allm\" 
for  Christopher  .\lniy,  and  sometimes  length- 
ened by  the  addition  of  appaieiitlx  unneces- 
sary letters,  as  in  "all"  and  "lolt."  Two 
small  "f's"  Were  used  instead  of  a  capital 
and  a  small  "w"  in  nearly  e\ery  case.  The 
recorils  ptTiaiii  almost  entirely  to  the  land, 
but  tlieii-  are  occasionally  other  matters, 
like  the  vote  that  those  who  had  not  paid 
iludr  share  should  not  ihave  the  right  to 
draw  for  sections,  and  another  vote.  May 
2n,  17H2,  that  "Levi  RouncifuU  of  Freetown 
and  Joseph  Durfee  of  Tiverton  bo  appointed 
agents  by  tliis  jiroprietee  to  forbid  all  and 
every  person  from  taking  iron  ore  out  of 
any  fresh  pond  or  ponds." 
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CHAPTER  II 

THE  FIRST  SETTLERS 


The  Coming  of  the  Whites  and  the  Building  of  Their  Homes.     First  Industries. 
Life  of  the  Colonial  Period  Here. 


Of  the  first  white  settlers  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  eily  it  is  inipossiljle  to 
spe^ak  with  certtiinty.  Tradition,  however, 
t;ay,s  th<>re  were  a  few  scattered  here  and 
the>re  before  tlie  oiithreak  of  King  Philip's 
war,  and  that  all  lied  to  safety  with  the 
exci.>[)t  ion  xii  one  I. aw  ton,  who  was  killed  by 
the  liiilians  on  the  same  day  as  the  attack 
on  Swansea.  The  sil  nation  with  regard  to 
till.'  n;ili\es  had  not  been  encouraging  for 
fidniler  sc;l t lemen I s,  or  at  least,  for  settle- 
nn'iils  in  sections  lilu'  this  at  some  distance 
from  larger  villages,  and  if  I  here  wore  ary 
whiles  here  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  their 
properly  w:is  undonbledly  di/stroyed  by  tlie 
Indians  during  the  conllict. 

Mali  hew  Boomer,  who  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  first  to  come  here  to  dwell,  hail 
bought  the  north  half  of  the  fourth  lot  from 
Henry  Brightman  in  March,  1C7G,  and  soon 
after,  probablj'  not  until  the  end  of  the  war, 
however,  erected  a  dwelling  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Alain  roail,  opposite  IJrownell  stree.t. 
Sixteen  years  laU'r,  in  l(j;)2,  he  deeded  half 
of  his  pnrclijise  with  buildings  thereon,  to 
his  sou,  Matthew,  .Ii'. 

.lohu  fleiiil,  o|  \(>wport,  was  living  on  the 
Kite  of  SI.  .losi'ph  s  Cliurcdi,  further  to  the 
north,  in  ICsi;,  ileorge  Lawton  was  an- 
other early  seltler,  and  in  1C87  he  sold  to 
Samuel  (lardner,  also  of  Newport,  one-half 
of  the  fifth  lot,  "being  the  southerly  side  of 
the  said  Lott,  where  the  said  Gc-orge  f-aw- 
ton  uow  dwells,"  with  the  house  and  other 
buililings  (lardner  was  town  clerk  for  a 
numbi'i-  of  >-ears,  the  first  whose  records 
are  extanl,  awd  later  purchased  Gardner's 
Neck  at  South  Swansea.  Henry  Howland. 
of  Duxbury,  was  on  the  sixth  lot  as  early 
as  Ids;!,  and  four  years  later,  after  his  death, 
his  sons,  Sannud  and  Nathaniel,  divided  the 
lot,  with  the  house.  Robert  Durfee  built  on 
the  tenth  lot  about  lOSO,  and  a  little  north 
of  him  various  depositions  are  on  file  that 
Hugh  Woodberee  was  living  at  this  time,  on 


the  eleventh  lot.  William  Chase,  in  a  deed 
of  ICS  I,  is  described  as  ■'inhabiting  at  Free- 
town neare  the  f'\all  liiver."  Here,  as  in  all 
early  deeds,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  name 
Fall  fiiver  appears,  litit  iHders  to  the  stream 
rather  lhan  lo  any  setllement  near  it.  The 
Henry  lirightman  house,  possibly  tlie  oldest 
in  the  city  still  stamling,  was  on  C.rescent 
street,  near  the  present  sand  luink. 

Another  early  si'ltler,  afiout  fll'Jd  was 
Ralph  lilarle,  of  Pori  siiioiit  h,  whose  dwelling 
stood  at  the  noi  lliwesi  corner  of  what  is  now 
Noi'lh  Alain  and  Central  streets,  lint  as 
styled  in  the  earlier  da.\s,  on  the  Alain  roail, 
opposite  the  cleft  rock.  This  cleft  rock,  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Alain  and  Bedford 
streets,  from  which  an  excellent  spring  is- 
sued, later  became  notahle  as  for  a  time  the 
boundary  between  Tiveiton  and  Fall  lUver. 
It  was  here  that  the  traveller  who  was  bouiul 
for  New  Bedford  or  other  towns  in  that  di- 
rection turned  off  to  the  east  from  the  Alain 
road  uj)  'what  is  now  Bedford  street.  Both 
this  and  the  Alain  stri-et  of  to-day  follow 
substantially  the  lines  of  the  old  Indian 
trails.  Some  slight  changes  have  been 
made,  but  in  general  they  run  the  same  as 
in  the  days  of  the  Indians.  In  going  u|) 
Bedford  street,  however,  the  latter  turned 
slightly  to  the  south  to  bring  them  to  the 
Narrows  by  the  shortest  road.  South  of 
the  CJuequechan,  on  the  '"mill  lot,"  so-called 
and  below  the  hill,  at  the  corner  of  what  is 
now  ]\)nd  and  Anawaa  streets,  was  I5enja- 
min  Church's  house,  erected  about  ICSil. 
i'"rancis  Brayton,  of  Portsmouth,  bought 
land  on  the  lot  immediately  south  February 
1701,  and  soon  after  erecteil  a  dwellin.g 
on  the  Main  road,  where  the  Baptist  Temple 
now  stands.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  had 
a  shop  near  by,  while  a  rival  shop  was 
erected  later  near  the  site  of  the  city  hall. 

On  the  second  lot,  counting  south  from 
the  stream,  and  omitting  the  mill  lot  im- 
mediately adjoining  the  river,  George  Brow- 
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rii'll  of  Poit.siiioiitli,  wlu)  hail  bouKlil  i"  HHtlt, 
I'i'i-'Ctod  a  lai\mj  lujii.su  on  the  east  aide  of 
road  al)oiii  wlu're  Morj^aii  si  reel  now  is. 
Dt  acoii  Uicliard  Dnrl'ee's  lioiise,  al.so  erected 
alioul  tliis  time,  stood  at  (.'otlai^e  .street, 
iienjaiiiiii  Duitce's,  wliic'h  is  still  staiidiiiL;, 
was  at  .Miildli',  lint  had  to  'he  moved  when 
that  llioroimhtare  was  cut  through.  Others 
on  the  -Main  road  were  at  the  noithwest 
comer  of  Osliorii  street,,  the  Pearce  house 
opposite  Hamlet  street,  the  Bowen  place 
at  tile  corner  of  dlolie,  and  a  Durfee  house 
at  the  muiheast  corner  of  Slade.  'i'he 
Dwidly  hoiiii'si I'ad  was  on  the  west  side  of 
till'  road  where  Iht,'  Id  llevne  iioiise  now  is, 
the  Davis  Ininse  near  ("ook  pond  and  the 
'rowiiHiiid  huniestead  :u  the  hollow  ni  ai'  the 
hill  that  ln'urs  the  name  of  that  family.  He- 
)oiid  this  was  llio  Four  Rod  Way,  now 
known  ns  State  avenue,  on  the  dividing  line 
lielween  Klioile  Island  and  Massachusetts. 

The  (Irst  lots  in  lh('  Pocas.sot  Purchase,  it 
will  bo  reniemhered,  ran  only  as  far  as 
Plymouth  avenue,  which  had  early  been 
laid  out  at  the  head  of  these  lots  at  a  dis- 
tance of  one  mile  from  the  shore  thus  ac- 
counting for  Its  bends.  On  the  first  lot  of 
the  second  division,  east  of  this  highway, 
and  comprising  the  Richard  Borden  and 
C'haco  mill  districts,  no  early  house  was 
erected.  On  the  second  stood  ami  still 
stands  the  Snell  house,  in  the  hollow  of  the 
present  Snell  street.  The  third  lot  was 
Kioliard  Borden's  farm,  and  the  house  still 
stands  at  lihe  northeast  corner  of  Mott  and 
Warren  streets.  On  the  fourth,  known  as 
the  (irinnell  land,  was  the  Aaron  Bowen 
house,  on  Six  Rod  Way,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing with  an  addition.  The  Wordell  house, 
( recteil  about  1720,  stood  on  Stafford  road, 
about  opposite  the  car  barn.  The  Currys' 
hniie  was  farther  down  the  road,  near  .Jef- 
ferson street,  ilie  Negus  place,  dating  from 
about  17S9,  was  on  the  east  side,  just  north 
of  Tower.  Three  Cook  houses  stood  beyond 
tiiis,  then  the  I'l'rry  house  on  the  east  side, 
opposite  T^awlon,  and  the  Thomas  Oook 
place  at  Sucker  Brook.  The  Stafford  land 
lay  beyonij  Ibis,  with  a  large  dwelling,  and 
till!  lOstes  'house,  recently  burned,  on  the 
present  State  line.  Wherever  practicable, 
racli  house  was  built  near  a  spring.* 

This  list,  which  to  some  may  be  sugges- 
tive of  Homer's  catalogue  of  the  ships,  is  be- 
lieved to  cover  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  older 


■^Tho  location  of  these  houses  is  given 
on  the  authority  of  a  local  antiquarian. 


dwellings  in  the  iiresent  city.  One  other, 
not  yet  named,  deserves  mention  l)ecause  of 
the  interest  attaching  to  it  on  account  of  the 
belief  in  its  age  the  small  cottage  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  June  and  French  streets. 
This  was  erected  about  175U  by  Charles 
Church,  who  was  a  Tory  in  the  Revolution. 
He  lied  the  ccjtintry  and  his  property  was 
confiscated. 

The  town  of  Freetown  was  incorporated 
in  lG8li,  hut  the  earliest  records  known  to 
be  in  existence  are  those  of  HiSa.  Tlie  two 
missing  years  'were  probably  entered  in  the 
I'roprietors'  lU'cords,  which  are  lost. 

Tiverton,  in  which  was  included  the  part 
of  t!ie  city  south  of  the  Quequechan,  was 
under  a  kind  of  provisional  government  of 
the  proprietors,  lo  whom  various  orders  of 
the  Plymouth  government  had  given  control 
over  local  affairs,  from  the  time  of  its  pur- 
chase until  March  2,  1G92,  when  the  Pocasset 
Purchase  and  Puncatest  were  incorporated 
by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  as  the  town 
of  Tiverton.  The  twenty-seven  original  free- 
men include  many  names  still  well  known 
and  honored  in  the  community.  They  were 
Major  Church,  .John  Pearce,  John  Cook, 
Cersham  Woodle,  Richard  Borden,  Christo- 
pher Almy,  Thomas  Cory,  Stephen  Man- 
chester, Joseph  Wanton,  Forbes  Manchester, 
Daniel  Howland,  Edward  Gray,  Edward 
Briggs,  William  Manchester,  Amos  Shef- 
field, i:)aniel  Willcox,  Edward  Colby,  Joseph 
Tabor,  David  Lake,  Thomas  Waite,  Joseph 
Tallnian,  John  Briggs.  John  Cooke,  William 
Almy  anil  John  Cook,  Jr.  In  IGOS  the  names 
of  John  Searle,  Josiah  Stafford,  13enjamin 
Chace,  Robert  Dennis,  Gersham  Manchester, 
William  Durfee,  Thomas  Cook,  Jethro  Jef- 
fries and  Samuel  Snell  also  appear  as  own- 
ers of  real  estate.  The  town  was  formally 
annexed  to  Rhode  Island  on  the  readjust- 
ment of  the  boundary  lino  and  was  incor- 
porated in  that  State.  ♦  A  census  taken  ten 
years  later  gives  the  population  of  the  town 
as  1,010,  of  whom  S42  were  whites,  !);) 
negroes  and  99  Indians. 

Statistics  of  the  i)opulation  of  Freetown 
about  this  time  show  that  in  17G5  there  were 
1,492  inhabitants;  in  177C,  1901;  in  1790, 
2,202;  and  in  ISOO,  2,5;!5. 

The  possibilities  of  the  water  power  of 
the  Quequechan,  which  was  later  to  have  a 
most  important  part  in  developing  the  city 
as  a  center  of  manufacturing,  were  early 
recognized,  and  in  the  first  division  of  the 
Pocasset  Purchase,  in  ICSO,  the  proprietors 
reserved  a  tract  on  the  south  of  the  stream, 
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1  hilly  rods  wide  and  including  the  water 
power,  which  was  luiown  as  the  mill  lot. 
This  extended  from  the  shore  easterly  to 
the  vicinity  of  Twelfth  street. 

The  mill  lot,  like  the  land  to  the  south, 
was  divided  into  thirty  shares  of  twentj- 
six  and  one-half  of  which  Col.  Benjamin 
Church  and  hi.s  brother,  Caleb,  a  millwright, 
of  W'atertown,  became  the  owners.  John 
Hordcn  is  thought  to  have  held  the  remain- 
ing three  and  one-half  shai'es.  The  brothers 
erected  a  saw  mill  prior  tu  KiDl,  in  which 
year  reference  is  made  to  it  in  the  deed  l)y 
which  Caleb  conveyed  his  half  of  the  proj)- 
erty  to  Benjamin  for  .£  U)0.  By  1703  Benja- 
min had  moved  to  Fall  River  and  added  to 
his  property  a  grist  mill  and  a  fulling  mill, 
both  small  concerns,  standing  near  Main 
street  and  adjoining  the  dam,  which  was 
on  the  west  side  of  that  thoroughfare.  The 
grist  mill  is  believeil  to  have  been  of  the 
same  dimensions  as  a  similar  mill  erected 
by  Caleb  Church  for  Gabriel  Bernon,  at 
Watertown,  which  was  22x1  S  feet,  with  11 
feet  stud.  The  fulling  mill  cleansed  and 
otherwise  i)rei)ared  the  farmers'  wool  tor 
spinning  by  the  hoitsewives. 

By  1714,  Benjamin  Church,  then  living 
at  Ijttle  Coniiplon,  sold  his  interest  to 
Richard  Borden,  of  Tiverton,  and  Joseph 
Eiorden,  of  Freetown,  sons  of  .lohn  lk)rden, 
and  the  whole  control  of  the  water  power 
of  the  stream  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Borden  family,  who  retained  it  till  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Troy  mill  and  Fall  River  Manu- 
factory in  181H.  They  had,  some  time  before 
the  Revolution,  erected  another  grist  mill 
and  a  saw  mill  at  the  second  privilege,  as 
it  was  called,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  near 
where  the  Anawan  mill  was  later  built. 

Another  of  the  early  industries  within 
the  city  limits  was  the  tan  yard  on 
French's  hill  at  the  present  site  of  the 
\Ve>stport  Mfg.  Co.'s  storehouse.  It  had 
been  established  early  in  the  century  by 
Joseiph  Read,  and  was  sold  in  1801  "oy  the 
heirs,  Joseph,  Samuel  and  George  Read 
Nathan  and  Nancy  B<nven  and  Jonathan  and 
I^hebe  Barnaby,  to  Knoch  French,  wiho  car- 
ried it  on  til>  about  lS-10  or  '50,  and  who 
gave  his  name  to  the  hill.  The  property 
when  acquired  by  him  comprised  one-riuar- 
tcr  of  an  acre  of  land,  with  a  dwelling 
hous<-  and  t;in  yard,  and  was  sold  for  $100. 

The  low  II  also  established  a  salt  works 
by  vote  <.>(  July  7,  1777.  It  was  near  the 
present  location  of  the  Mechanics'  Mills. 
Stephen  Borden,  Jonathan  Read  and  Benja- 
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min  Davis  were  apiK)inted  a  commiLtee  to 
carry  it  on.  Various  saw  and  grist  mills 
were  also  built  ami  operated  near  Assonet, 
and  an  iron  works,  using  bog  iron  ore  dug 
in  the  town,  was  established  in  170-1. 

Of  the  early  settlers  many  came  from  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island,  some  from  Plymouth 
and  a  few  from  Bo.ston  and  Duxbui-y.  They 
were  sturdy,  industrious  and  peaceful  citi- 
zens, and  generally  well  educated  for  their 
lime,  as  one  may  judge  from  the  small  num- 
ber of  legal  documents  in  which  ri  course 
for  signatures  is  had  to  marks.  The  Quakers 
predominated,  and  their  teaching  was  that 
the  rising  generation  should  be  well  school- 
ed. This  sect  made  its  influence  felt,  too, 
in  the  kindly  treatment  of  indenturi'  ser- 
vants and  negro  and  Indian  slaves,  of 
whom  nearly  every  family  had  its  quota 
and  who  were  largely  instrumental  in  de- 
veloping the  farming  lands.  Tlie  (Juaker 
discipline  roundly  condemned  the  slave 
rtrade,  and  recommended  kindness.  Tho 
system  was  abolished  by  a  legal  decision 
following  the  adoption  of  the  State  Consti- 
tution in  1780. 

The  life  of  the  Colonial  period  here,  like 
everything  old,  appears  strangely  fascinat- 
ing. It  was  lacking  in  many  of  the  con- 
veniences of  modern  times,  the  telephone, 
telegraph  and  railroad,  for  example,  not  to 
speak  of  running  water  and  sanitary  con- 
veniences in  the  homes,  steam  or  furnace 
heat  and  hundreds  of  the  smaller  things  that 
we  now  think  almost  indispensable.  Yet  it 
was  in  many  ways  a  life  that  strongly  ap- 
peals to  the  man  of  our  times  fagged  out 
by  the  sick  hurry  and  rush  of  business 
cares.  The  landowner  here  was  practically 
independent.  Abundant  ttsh  and  game  in 
the  woods,  and  streams  nearby,  and  his  own 
cattle,  sheep,  swine  and  poultry,  added  to 
the  vegetables  raised  on  his  land,  and  a 
bounteous  supply  of  butter,  eggs  and  milk, 
enal)led  him  to  set  a  genei;pus  table.  It  was 
lacking,  probably,  in  some  of  the  delicacies 
that  we  provide  to-day  for  our  jaded  ap- 
petites, but  withal  was  of  a  kind  iu  make 
one's  mouth  water  wlien  he  reads  of  beef, 
mutton  and  turkey,  for  example,  all  brought 
on  for  the  piece  de  resistance  of  an  every- 
da.\  meal.  The  settlers  also  had  fruits  in 
abundance  from  the  orchards  which  they 
had  carefully  planted,  and  thus  from  (he 
piunt  of  view  of  their  inner  men,  were  well 
I»rovided  for.  Their  own  corn  and  wheat 
were  ground  into  meal  and  flour  almost  at 
their  doors,  and  about  all  that  it  was  abso- 
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liitoly  necessary  t'(jr  them  to  pui-ohase  lor 
llieir  lalde  was  lea  and  colTee,  spices,  sugar 
and  molasses.  Cider  lliey  made  in  generous 
(|iianlilies  I'l'om  lludr  own  apples  each  fall, 
and  suppliiiienled  with  supplies  of  New 
iCuKland  and  .laniaica  rum,  port  wine  and 
gin,  wlii(di  weie  ilien  l<cpt  in  nearly  e\'ery 
house  Id  he  offered  to  guesis.  They  were 
useil  in  moderati(Ui,  however,  and  intoxica- 
iion  was  jirohaldy  no  more  prevalent  than 
lo-day. 

The  cattle  and  sheep  did  more  than  pro- 
vlile  fiMid,  fill-  Iheir  hidt.'s  uv  skins  wert' 
iiinned  liv  111.'  h)cal  tanner,  who  took  his 
|niy  In  kind,  and  each  man  was  thus  i)ro- 
kiili  I  Willi  li  iihi  r,  calf  sliiu  and  sheepskin 
iiK'aliiNl  ilii-  ociasionul  visiis  of  the  travidlint; 
^lll><^tnakor  \sho,  whi-n  he  canie,  was  e.\- 
IM'rlcil  to  lunkc  Hhocs  «  iiuui;h  to  last  ihe 
fiuiilly  till  he  came  nuain.  Most  of  the  other 
rUilhliiK  of  all  ineinhers  of  tho  family  was 
iiin<li<  of  w<K>l  from  the  hack.s  of  the  sheej) 
krpi  OH  the  farm,  which  had  heen  prepared 
nl  tho  fulllnf;  mill  on  tho  stream,  and  spun, 
(lyi'il  and  woven  into  cloth  hy  tho  women 
of  the  home.  Flax  foj"  linen  was  also 
raised  and  used  to  some  extent,  but  very 
little  for  clothing. 

A  majority  of  the  inhabitants  wore 
(iuakers,  and  their  garments  were  of  the 
plain  and  unostentatious  drab  advised  by 
Ihe  discipline  of  tlie  meetin.g.  Among  the 
Congre.gal ional  members  of  the  community, 
howisver,  there  was  probably  more  attention 
to  ap|)arol,  for  during  this  period  the  dandies 
of  Ihe  old  world  nourished  in  the  glories  of 
silks  and  satins  of  rich  hues,  wMth  slashed 
doublels,  knee  breeches,  silver  buckles  and 
powdered  hair.  These  fashions  were  copiel 
in  Boston,  Newport  and  Providence,  and 
doubtless  in  a  smaller  measure  \)y  the  citi- 
zens of  Freetown  whose  |)ursc  and  con- 
science allowed  them  to  do  so.  The  same 
was  true  of  the  ladies. 

The  houses  of  the  colonists  varied,  ot 
course,  as  do  the  dwellin.gs  of  their  descend- 
ants to-day.  Timlier  was  at  hand  in  almost 
unmeasured  ipiantities  and  in  the  erecdion 
of  ilwellings  was  used  witih  a  generosity  that 
would  bankrupt  the  builder  of  the  twentieth 
centtiry.  Thr  dimensions  of  floor  beams, 
and  sills  and  ratiers  now  cause  a  smile,  Inil 
the  stiiiclures  wei-e  built  to  last  and  hav(> 
done  So  in  many  cases  even  to  this  day. 
Tne  l<it()u-ii  was  usually  the  main  living 
room  and  the  l.iigest  in  the  house.  The  li.  d 
rooms  W(  re  almost  invariably  small,  ('him 
neys  were  of  huge  size  and  built  of  slon 


with  cranes  for  the  pots  and  kettles  and  a 
brick  oven  at  the  side.  The  wood  lire  was 
built  lu  re  on  andirons  set  on  a  massive 
hearth  with  a  big,  green  backlog  in  frt>nl. 
No  stovi's  were  used  to  any  extent  till  the 
nineteenth  century.  The  furniture  was  of 
the  kind  familiar  to  all  by  the  specimens 
that  liave  been  handed  down  as  heirlooms, 
and  was  made  by  travelling  cabinet-nuikers. 
A  stock  of  fui'niture,  including  the  high- 
posted  liedsli  ads,  dresser.-;  and  chests,  was 
tlien  as  much  a  |>art  of  every  bride's  outtit 
as  her  linen  is  to-day.  Candles,  of  course, 
were  used  for  light,  and,  like  the  soap  anil 
many  otiiei'  honscdudd  articles,  wer(!  made 
in  the  home. 

Th(>  (,'mployment  of  the  master  and  his 
mill  was  lil<e  that  of  the  farmer  of  the 
present  the  cai'e  of  his  stock  and  crops  and 
the  cutting  of  wooil,  to  which  was  added 
the  clearing  of  new  land.  His  children  mar- 
ried young  and  brought  up  large  families. 
Ten  or  twelve  boys  and  girls  were  the  com- 
mon ntiniber  in  eacdi  family,  and  fifteen, 
seventeen  and  I'veii  nineteen  were  not  un- 
known. There  was  something  beside  the 
fertility  of  the  iiarents  in  this;  lal)or  was 
scarce  and  the  assistance  of  the  younger 
generation  was  needed  in  developing  the 
country.  The  marriages,  like  modern  ones, 
varied  considerably  in  the  amount  of  dis- 
play and  merrymaking.  Those  among  the 
P'riends  were  quiet  ami  in  accordance  with 
Ihidr  sini|de  customs,  while  among  the  peo- 
ple of  tlu'  woild  there  was  likely  to  be  more 
of  festivity.  The  funerals  were  often  the 
occasion  of  extended  remarks  by  the  clergy, 
a  custom  that  survives  to-day  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. N<  at  ly  ever.\  farm  had  its  buryin.g- 
ground,  with  usually  a  corner  set  aside  for 
the  graves  of  the  slaves. 

The  Sabbath  was  observeil  with  a  greater 
degree  of  strictness  than  to-day,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  made  in  the  State  house 
at  Puritan  Boston,  though  not  all  the  man- 
dates of  the  Solons  there  assembled  were 
so  '/.ealously  rt>spected.  Among  the  Con- 
gregationalists  the  Loi-d's  Day  was  consider- 
ed to  begin  at  sunset  on  Saturday  and 
end  with  the  setting  of  the  sun  the  follow- 
ing day.  It  was  observed  by  services  for 
worship  with  sermons  of  great  length.  The 
P'riends  held  the  services  peculiar  to  their 
sect  and  considered  the  Sabbath  over  at  the 
end  of  the  afternoon  meeting.  There  were, 
however,  the  meetings  on  Wednesdays  and 
the  monthly,  (piarterly  and  yearly  gatherings. 

Tho  Indian  and  negro  slaves,  to  whose 
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kindly  tivatiiuMit  lofinuii/ct;  hiis  been  made 
elfiewhere,  were  (jlton  freed  hy  the  wills 
of  their  masters  on  certain  conditions,  liki; 
laithfnlness  to  the  widow.  Provision  was 
often  made  in  Ihese  testaments  for  their  sus- 
teuance  by  the  beciuest  of  two  or  three  acres 
of  liind,  witli  a  small  liouse  and  fnrnltnre. 
In  one  case,  at  lea.st,  it  lis  ordered  tliat  a 
negro  thus  freed  shall  annually  pay  to  the 
son  of  the  testator  a  small  sivm  of  money  in 
ti  list,  to  be  used  for  his  care  in  case  of  ill- 
ness. Pews  for  the  blacks  were  provided 
in  a  remote  corner  of  the  church,  and  their 
graves  were  also  in  a  corner  of  their  mas- 
ters' burying-giound. 

There  were  two  taverns,  one  at  Prightman 
street,  near  Slade's  Ferry,  kei)t  by  the 
Itrightmaii  family,  and  the  other  at  the  cor- 
ner of  North  Main  and  Central  streets,  run 
in  1738  Ijy  Stephen  Portlen  and  a  popular 
])lace  till  it  gave  way  to  a  hotel  erected 
near  by  in  ]80o.  For  evildoers  stocks  were 
erected  in  1G90,  from  the  proceeds  of  a 
si)ecial  assessment  on  the  taxpayers.  They 
stood  near  the  meeting-house,  about  two 
miles  above  Steeii  Prook,  at  the  present 
Freetown  line,  but  were  seldom  used,  and 
appear  to  have  been  discontinued  al)out  the 
middle  of  the  century. 

Of  newspapers  there  were  none  here,  of 
ccnirse,  but  in  Poston  the  weekly  News- 
Letter  had  been  established  as  early  as 
1TI»4,  and  had  been  followed  by  others,  while 
in  Newport  the  publication  of  a  weekly  hart 
bien  begun  in  1732.  Py  ITtiS  a  newspaper 
was  being  published  twice  a  week  in  Pos- 
ton. The  circulation  of  these  papers  was 
small,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  assume  that 
S(ime  collies  occasionally,  at  least,  reached 
this  vicinity  and  were  read.  No  large  col- 
lections of  books  were  to  be  found  In  any 
homes,  still  there  were  some.  The  publica- 
tic  ns  of  the  day  most  widely  read  related  to 
theological  controversy,  for  the  age  was  ar- 
gumentative and  the  war  of  words  on  mat- 
ti  rs  of  creed  was  bitter.  Cotton  Mather, 
George  Fox  and  Roger  Williams  were  among 
the  writers  of  note.  There  were  also  the 
narratives  of  l,hose  who  had  been  captured 
by  Indians,  histories  of  Indian  wars  and 
early  settlements,  and  some  poetry.  The 
latter,  however,  makes  but  sad  reading  to- 
day. It  was  in  the  style  of  the  Pay  Psalm 
liook,  and  later  followed  the  artificial  models 
of  the  sichool  of  Pope,  though  but  clumsily. 
The  romance  and  the  drama  were  con- 
demned as  vanities  and  but  little  allowed. 


Still,  the  settlers  iu  tliis  section  were  far 
fiuni  being  extiemists.  They  were  at  sulli- 
cient  distance  from  HosIdh  to  escajie  the 
Puritan  severity,  though  uiuler  its  jurisdic- 
tion, and  never  were  tempted  to  l)urii 
witches.  Pesides,  many  bad  cnnie  licjui  lib 
eial  Rhode  Island  and  Plymouth,  and,  esiie- 
cially  in  the  later  days,  a  very  considerable 
pioportion  were  of  tlie  gentle  faith  of  the 
Friends.  They  were  prosiierous  and  lived 
comfortably.  The  h.ard  da\s  of  the  Revolu- 
tion made  themselves  lelt.  oi  course,  but  in 
tlie  years  thai  followed  a  great  ikinaud 
for  wood  sprang  u|),  and  uian>  re.sidenis 
who  had  timber  in  abundance  made  them- 
selves independently  well  off  by  the  sale 
of  it  to  their  less  ffirtunate  neighbors  at 
Newport. 

Every  farmer  of  importance  in  these  days 
was  a  ship  carpenter  and  had  his  own  vessel, 
ustially  a  sloop  of  :',r>  oi-  io  tons,  of  tlie  l^inil 
which  could  be  built  in  the  woods  and  trans- 
pcrted  to  the  shore,  iu  which  he  and  his 
family  nutde  their  trips  to  Providence,  New- 
port and  even  to  New  Yoi  k.  Somc^  memliers 
of  the  family  were  usmilly  seamen,  and  a 
number  of  them  served  in  the  Revolutiontiry 
navy.  Others  entered  iirivateering,  and 
numbers  who  sailed  away  in  larger  ships 
never  returned,  and  no  news  of  their  fate, 
whether  in  storm  or  at  the  hands  of  pirates, 
ever  reached  tlieir  families  here. 

The  custom  house  for  this  section  was 
established  soon  after  the  Revcdution,  at 
Dighton,  and  the  records  for  the  period  from 
17S2  on  show  a  large  number  of  the  small 
vessels  referred  to  registered  from  Free- 
town. There  was,  for  example,  the  "Two 
Prothers,"  a  sloop  of  'Hi  tons,  square-sterned, 
with  one  deck,  no  gallery  and  no  head, 
owned  by  Simeon  Porden  and  commanded 
by  Samuel  Porden.  She  was  48  feet  7 
incdies  in  length,  with  15  feet  10  inches 
beam  and  a  depth  of  5  feet  8  inches.  Others 
of  about  the  same  size  were  William  Reed's 
"Defiance,"  Darius  Chace's  "Wealthy,"  God- 
frey Priggs'  "Quickstep,"  Philip  Hathaway's 
"Folly"  and  Ebenezer  Payne's  of  the  same 
name,  Ephrainr  Priggs'  "King  Fisher,"  Ed 
mund  Priggs'  "Hard  Times,"  .lonathan 
Read's  "Ranger,"  Isaac  Prightman's  "Han- 
nah,". Zeb\ilum  White's  "Lively,"  .lohn 
Priggs'  "Doli}hin,"  George  Prightman's 
"Rainbow,"  Luther  Winslow's  "Alayllower, 
Noah  Chace's  "Petsey,"  Dudley  Hathaway's 
"Randolph,"  Walter  Challoner's  "Swallow," 
Jonathan  Powen's  "Mary,"  Penjamin  Pright- 
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man  s  ■■Dolphin,"  Gilbert  Clmce's  "Chartley 
Ann,"  Edmund  Valentine's  "Arethusa," 
Nathan  Liiiggs'  ■'Sally,"  IJeriah  Allen's  "Lib- 
eiiy"  and  uuuiy  otiiers.  Larger  vessels  were 
alho  built,  schooners  and  then  brigs,  runuing 
to  aiiDUt  1-5  tons. 

The  main  wiiarf  was  where  the  Rodman 
wharf  ot  the  Staides  Cual  Company  now  is, 
with  another  at  Slade's  Ferry,  and  one  at 
about  every  farm  farther  north.  Assonet 
was  then  tlie  metropolis  of  the  town,  with 
Sleep  Urook  a  close  rival,  which  at  one  time 
attained  the  dignity  of  no  less  than  six  gio- 
(  cry  stores. 

In  I  lie  I'ocasset  Purchase,  the  present 
I'l.vniuuili  avenue  had  been  laid  out 
and  reserved  for  a  street,  but  there 
was  no  such  reservation  in  the  Free- 
men's I'urclKise,  though  the  highways 
Were  left  opi  n  ijy  common  consent.  At 
I  Ik;  Narrows,  w  here,  as  the  name  sug- 
gisls,  the  land  juiled  out,  no  bridge  was 
eiocted  till  Uie  ponds  were  raised  by  a  dam 
in  IS^-Ci,  and  the  shallows  were  crossed 
ell  her  on  stones  or  by  fording  at  "the  wad- 
ing place,"  as  it  was  styled.  A  narrow 
plank  bridge  was  early  erected  over  the 
Oueipiechan,  on  the  main  road,  but  this  w  as 
occasionally  destroyed  by  water  and  had 
to  be  renewed.  There  was  then  a  consider- 
able pond  to  the  east  of  the  main  road,  mak- 
ing north  to  liedford  street,  whicli  was  filled 
in  with  earth  secured  by  cutting  down  the 
bill  near  Troy  street. 

The  Taunton  River  was  crossed  a  lit- 
tle north  of  the  present  Slade's  Ferry 
bridge.  This  had  been  an  Indian  place  for 
crossing  from  the  earliest  days,  and  it  was 
near  by  that  Weetamoe  was  drowned  during 
King  Philiii's  war.  Gov.  Winslow  and  an- 
other, possibly  lohn  Hampden,  had  used  this 
ferry  when  on  their  visit  to  Massasolt  in 
lG2o.  The  Governor  relates  that  he  fired  his 
gun  as  a  signal  that  he  wished  to  pass  ovjr, 
whereupon  I  wo  Indians  came  across  and  took 
him  to  the  opposite  side  in  a  canoe.  William 
Slade,  for  wlunu  the  ferry  was  named,  estab- 
lished it  soon  after  settling  in  Somerset  In 
1GS9.  At,  his  death  it  passed  to  his  eldest 
son,  .Tonathan,  who  at  his  docea  .o  without 
issue  bequeathed  it  to  his  nephew,  Samuel 
Slade,  and  in  turn  it  passed  by  death  to 
.lonathan,  William  and  William  L.  Slade. 
Following  rowboats,  sailboats  were  used, 
with  the  horses  of  travellers  .^'V.'imming  the 
stream;  then  a  boat  i)ropelled  by  horses  on 
which  the  stages  could  cross,  beginnin  j  in 


lb2G,  and  steamers,  the  Faith  In  1817  and  the 
Weetamoe  in  1847,  till  the  openln.s^  of  the 
bridge  in  1876.  Tlie  fare  was  esiablishcd  by 
statute,  and  in  later  times  v/a?  25  cents.  A 
competition  line  was  run  for  a  while  by  the, 
IJrightmans,  wi'.li  a  landing  on  this  side 
near  the  Weetamoe  milU,  and  there  was 
also  a  ferry  at  Steep  livook,  after  the  laying 
out  of  the  iilossom  RoaU  by  the  court  June 
3U,  ITTi!,  s'dXti  a  direct  road  by  this  route 
from  Providence  to  New  Bedford. 

This  last  named  road  had  been  petitioned 
for  the  year  before  by  residents  of  tlie  sec- 
lion  beyond  the  pond  who  iwere  unable  to 
reach  the  town  ni(;etingdiouse  by  a  direct 
rt)ad.  The  Selectme.'i  approved  the  petition, 
!nit  landowners  objected  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  go  to  the  courts.  It  ran  from  the 
old  New  Bedfoid  road  near  what  is  now 
called  Wordell's  corner,  along  the  line  of 
the  present  Blossom  road  northerly,  and 
then  westerly  over  Wilson  road,  reaching 
the  Main  road  at  Stee))  Brook.  The  New 
Boston  road  was  laid  out  February  23,  1790, 
and  ran  from  "Wilson  road  southerly  to  the 
south  end  of  tlie  Freemen's  l'urchase~near 
the  corner  of  Bedford  and  Quarry  streets. 

The  Rhode  Island  boundary  (luestion, 
which  was  not  to  be  definitely  settled  till  it 
had  been  passed  on  by  the  Suiirenie  Court 
of  the  United  States  many  years  later,  came 
up  several  times  prior  to  iSOti.  U  went  l.ack 
to  the  original  charter  of  the  colony  of 
Plymouth,  granted  in  1029,  by  which  tlie 
wer.lern  limits  of  the  Plymourli  goverjDneiit 
were  placed  as  the  middle  of  tlie  waters  of 
the  "Narraganso'.t  River."  The  chatter 
granted  to  Rhode  Island  in  l\'>(Vd  extended 
her  eastern  boundary  three  miles  east  and 
northeast  of  th-i  bay  into  Plymouth  terri- 
tory. The  latter  objected,  and  on  appeal  to 
the  King  her  claim  was  sustained  by  a 
royal  commission.  Tiverton  and  Little 
Comptou  were  then  a  part  of  Plymouth  and 
became  a  section  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
consolidation  of  the  two  governments.  The 
boundary  between  Freetown  and  Tiverton 
was  at  the  Quequechan  River — the  cleft 
rock,  to  be  exact. 

In  1740  Rhode  Island  applied  to  tho  Kieg 
for  a  re-examination  of  her  eastern  bound- 
ary, and  George  II.,  in  pursuance  of  his  pid- 
icy  to  lessen  tlie  power  of  !\Iassachusetts, 
appointed  a  commission  which  established 
the  line  in  1741,  confirmed  by  the  King  INlay 
2o,  174(;,  by  which  Tiverton  and  Little 
Compton  and  three  other  towns  were  added 
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tc.  Rhode  Islaud.  To  define  the  new  boujid- 
ary  the  cuk)iiies  were  to  appoint  surveyors 
to  establish  the  bounds.  The  line  between 
Freetown  and  Tiverton,  Ijy  tlie  decision  oi 
tlie  coniniission,  was  lo  run  fioni  a  point  cn 
the  slioie  1  11)  rotis  soutli  ot  llie  (^uequechan. 
llliode  Island  at  once  apiiointed  men  to  run 
the  line,  bui  instead  of  nieasnring  410  rot's 
south  in  a  straight  line,  llicy  foHowed  the 
windings  of  tlie  shore  arounil  the  print 
works  point  and  Crab  Panel,  starting  the  line 
Ironi  a  p(jint  near  the  loot  of  Division  street, 
whence  it  ran  northeasterly  througli  the 
huge  butlonwood  tree  on  Soutli  Main  stre..'t, 
a  little  south  of  Spring,  long  a  landmark 
here,  and  crossing  Pleasant  street  near  tho 
Alcrchants  mill.  'i"hu  line  was  run  by  Rhode 
Island  men  alone  and  was  accei)tid  by  iMii.-;- 
sacluisetts  as  correct  until  17'J],  wlien  this 
State  appointed  commissioners  to  examine 
and  found  tliat  her  territory  had  been  con 
siderably  infringed  upon.  No  agreement 
could  be  reached  with  Rhode  Island,  how- 
ever, and  tlie  matter  la>'  over  till  it  was 
brouglit  up  again  in  1S44  and  the  line  even 
tually  tixed  in  its  present  location  in  18G2 

Laiuls  for  the  few  Indians  who  remained 
in  this  section  were  early  set  aside,  for  a 
brief  jieriod  after  17(11,  on  Stafford  road, 
.just  south  of  the  present  State  line,  and 
later  east  of  the  W'aluppa  ponds,  wliere  tho 
Indian  reservation  still  is.  In  the  earliest 
days  the  number  of  Indians  on  these  tracts 
was  considerable,  but  by  intermarriage  with 
other  races  and  removal  it  has  dwindled  till 
now  the  reservation  is  occupied  by  but  a 
single  family,  and  thtit  lias  probably  but  a 
sliglit  strain  of  Indian  blood. 

The  Stafford  road  lands  first  set  aijart 
were  formerly  the  projierty  of  Daniel  Wil 
cox,  but  lie,  having  been  convicted  of  "high 
misdemeanors,"  had  been  arrestcM.I  in  IGSl 
and  lined  £  15t).  He  escaped  into  Rhode 
Island,  but  in  17i)l  he  proposed  to  convey  to 
the  province  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  fine, 
whiich  was  still  uni>aid,  ICt)  acris  of  land  on 
Stafford  road.  The  offer  was  accepted  and 
the  estate  became  State  jiroperty.  Three 
years  later,  i^n  February,  1704,  the  Indians 
residing  in  the  southern  iiart  of  liristol 
(bounty  petitioned  the  Governor  for  the  as- 
signment to  them  as  persons  who  had  been 
very  scrviccal)!!'  to  the  Crown  in  the  re- 
ci  III  i',,irs  with  llu>  Indians,  of  a  tract  Of 
land  for  a  plantation,  "wliere  they  may  set- 
tle together  in  an  Orderly  way  and  have  the 
benefit  of  the  ministry  &  settling  a  school 


for  instructing  of  their  children."  The  peti- 
tion was  granted  and  the  \Vilcox  land  given 
them  during  the  government's  pleasure. 

In  1707  another  iietition  was  allowed  for 
the  exchange  of  this  land  for  KiU  acres  east 
of  the  pond  belonging  to  Col.  lienjamin 
Church,  the  pieseut  reservation.  lii 
Church's  deed  excluinging  tlie  property, 
which  bears  the  date  ot  April  4,  1709,  the 
new  reservation  is  dewcribed  as  "lyeing  more 
commodious  for  the  Indian  seltlenit  ii 
more  Remote  lioiu  the  Fnglisli."  Thei  land 
is  transferred  to  the  inovince  with  the  con- 
dition "ISut  allwa>s  to  be  Continued  it  used 
for  a  plantatit)!!  it  settlement  for  the  Indian 
Natives  .  .  .  Divers  ot  whom  have  bjeii 
very  serviceable  in  the  present  <t  formei 
Wars  and  some  of  them  brought  up  in  Eng- 
lish families."  A  cui'ious  provision  for  rent 
appears  in  the  words  "to  be  lujldeii  of  lui 
Majesties  Government  of  ye  sd  Province 
by  the  sd  liulians  A:  their  lieires  forever 
yielding  to  the  Governr  i/f  tlui  sd  I'roviiice 
for  the  time  being  upon  ye  tenth  day  of  De- 
cember, yearly.  One  quarter  of  good  venison 
in  Lieu  of  all  Rents  &  services,  not  to  be 
Assigned  or  Alienated  but  continued  an  In 
dian  Plantation  fcu'ever." 

The  land  was  divided  among  the  various 
families  and  by  "the  honorable  board  ol 
Lcmdon  commissioners  for  propagating  ye 
Christian  knowledge  among  the  natives,'  a 
schoolhouse  was  erected  in  1772,  as  ajipears 
by  the  petition  for  tlie  laying  out  of  lilos 
som  road  in  that  yeai-.  Sabbath  services 
were  also  held  here.  The  land  was  resur 
veyed  and  again  divided,  in  1704,  this  time 
among  twenty-eight  families  Hut  nine  of 
the  IGO  acres  were  then  under  cultivation 
In  181S,  by  order  of.  the  General  Court,  all 
Indians  were  placet!  under  the  guardianslii |i 
of  the  State  and  all  land  reserved  for  them 
except  what  was  cultivated  was  made  com- 
rion.  » 

A  State  commissioner's  report  in  181)2 
showed  78  detii'eiidants  of  hulians  in  this 
section,  only  21  of  whom  were  on  the  reser- 
vation. Little  hmd  was  cultivated,  and  they 
Were  found  to  be  indolent,  negligent  and  of 
low  moral  condition.  The  children  then  at 
tended  the  jiublic  schools.  Some  of  the 
names  were  Peter  Wasliunk,  Sarah  Titticut 
Sarah  Quam,  Hoikj  Penny,  Mercy  Hope, 
Isaac  Church,  Hannah  Mouse,  Benjamin 
Stiuannamay.  Tluve  was  also  an  Indian 
doctor  named  Perry. 
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CHAPTER  III 


IN  THE  REVOLUTION 


Patriots  and  Tories.    The  Battle  of  Fall  River.    Resolutions  on  Boston  Tea  Party  and 
Declaration  of  Independence.     Schools  and  Churches 


The  town  of  Freulown,  of  which  Fall 
Uiver  was  thun  a  pari,  had  an  oxcullent  lec- 
urd  in  the  Uovolutiun.  Though  at  lirst  iuuIlt 
'I'ory  iuUuenco,  ihu  patiiots  liuru  lallii-id 
pioniiitly  and  by  word  and  deed  took  tlieir 
stand  in  favor  of  lilierty  and  independence. 
Tile  soLitliern  and  eastern  sections  were 
strongly  patriotic,  but  in  cunservaiive  Asso- 
nvl  there  were  many  Tories.  The  latter  ap- 
pear to  have  lieen  successful  at  a  town 
meeting  in  January,  TTi-i,  at  wliicli  the  de- 
struction of  tea  in  Boston  harljor  was  con- 
demni.'d  in  strong  rescdutions. 

The  tea  had  been  thrown  overboard  on 
Dccenil)er  IG,  and  on  January  S,  pursuant  to 
a  recpiLsl  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  for  a 
U'eeling  lo  consider  the  affair,  such  a  meet 
ing  was  called  to  be  held  at  the  middle 
school  house  January  17.  Caiitain  George 
Chase  was  moderator,  and  "after  sum  De- 
bates and  DuL'ly  Considering  ye  Ijad  Conse- 
(luences  which  probably  may  arise  from  ye 
proceeding,"  it  was  decided  that  the  town 
should  act  on  the  matter,  and  a  connnittee 
was  appointed  to  pi'epare  resolutions,  which 
vera  adopted  on  January  20.  These  criti- 
cised the  town  of  iioston  for  allowing  the 
ii'ciilent,  do^lared  that  Freetown  abhorred, 
detested  and  forevi^r  bore  testimony  against 
such  acts,  and  instructed  the  representative 
in  the  General  (Xiurt  to  uso  his  utmost  en- 
deavor to  prevent  in  the  future  all  such 
"Kiotous  and  IMobish  proceedings."  Fear 
was  expressed  that  the  affair  "will  bring 
iipi'u  us  tha  .Vengeance  of  an  Affronted  Ma- 
jesty, and  also  pninge  us  in  Debt  and  Misery 
when  ye  Injured  owners  of  sd  Tea  shall 
make  there  DcMuand  for  ye  Valine  of  ye 
Same,"  and  it  was  ordered  that  tlio  vote  be 
"farely  Kecortled  in  ye  Town  liook"  and  a 
copy  sent  to  the  press  "that  ye  World  may 
know  our  minds  Itespecting  our  libertys  and 
Good  Government,  and  ye  Resolutions  we 


havo  to  obey  ye  good  Laws  of  our  land, 
which  under  God  for  so  long  this  Province 
have  been  happy  in  ye  Injoyment  of."  The 
lonimittee  which  drew  uij  these  resolutions 
censisted  of  Thomas  Gilbert,  Aljiel  Terry, 
James  Winslow,  Jail  Hathaway,  and  Jesse 
Dullock. 

The  sentiment  changed  quickly,  however, 
lor  at  a  town  meeting  on  September  I'J  of 
the  same  year,  agreeable  to  the  request  of 
tlie  Taunton  icommittee  to  choose  represen- 
tatives to  confer  with  those  of  other  towns 
in  the  county  as  to  "nieasur(;s  proper  to  us 
in  our  deplorable  circumstances,"  Thomas 
Durfcie,  Captain  -\mbrose  15arnaby,  Dr.  John 
Turner,  Ntithaiiiel  ^Morton  and  Joshua  fiatha- 
w  ay  were  selected  "to  consult  the  neigh- 
boring committees  in  said  county  and  else- 
where as  they  shall  think  most  for  the  good 
of  thu  county  respecting  the  dispensation  ot 
government  at  this  critical  day." 

The  committee,  with  others,  met  at  the 
Court  House  at  Taunton  September  2IS,  1771, 
M  ith  Zephanlel  Leonard,  lOsq  ,  chairman. 
I'atriotic  siteechos  were  made  and  resolu- 
tions unanimously  adopted  that  they  were 
"iletermdned  at  the  risk  of  tlieir  fortunes  and 
their  livcis  to  defend  their  natuii'al  and 
co))ipa)cted  rights"  and  "oppose  to  their  ut- 
most all  illegal  and  unconstitutional  meas- 
urus  which  have  been  or  hereafter  may  l)e 
adopted  by  the  Hritish  Parliament  or  the 
liritish  Ministry." 

Thirty-one  men  under  Captain  Levi  Roun- 
seville  responded  to  the  first  call,  April  19, 
1775,  usually  known  as  the  Lexington  alarm. 
T'hey  were  Lieutenants  Samuel  Taber  and 
Natt  Morton,  Sergeants  John  White  and 
Consider  Crapo,  Coriiorals  .Joshua  Ijawrence 
and  Seth  Hillmaii  and  Privates  Philip 
Taber,  Uriel  Pierce  Benj.  Lawrence, 
Abiel  Cole,  Consider  White,  Jesse  Keen, 
Jacob  Benson,  John  Clark,  John  Braley,  Per- 
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i  lviil  Ahlikiy,  U  Imbod  Juluiboii,  Wlchucl  Asli- 
ley,  Solh  Muitoii,  Jcl'f  Sachciua,  laiaol  Has- 
kell, Louib  Dc'Moraiiville,  Abram  Ashley, 
Cliarlos  DeMoraiiville,  Aaron  Seekel,  Abner 
Haskins,  lieiijaiiiiu  Runnells,  Thomas 
Ilouusvil!,  PutcT  Crapo  and  Josc'i)h  llacket. 

The  town  also  furnished  a  number  for  ser- 
vice in  the  field,  esiiecially  against  the  Brit- 
ish on  Rhode  Island.  At  a  town  meeting 
May  10,  1775,  it  was  voted  to  care  for  the 
families  of  poor  soldiers,  and  at  a  meeting 
the  following  March  a  committee  of  corro- 
bl'ondence,  inspection  and  safety  was  se- 
lected and  boats  ordered  built  for  the  town's 
use  "to  cross  the  river  in  if  our  enemies 
should  attack  our  friends  on  the  opposite 
shore."  The  articles  of  confederation  were 
approved  February  10,  1777. 

At  a  town  meeting  July  15,  177G,  with 
Stephen  Jiorden  moderator,  resolutions 
drawn  up  by  Major  Joshua  Hathaway,  Col. 
James  Winslow  and  John  Hathaway  as  a 
committee,  declaring  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
recently  signed  Declaration  of  Incleiiendence, 
were  adopted.    These  were  as  folhjws:  — 

"Whereas,  George,  the  Third,  King  of 
Create  Britain,  in  Violation  of  ye  Principle^ 
of  liritish  Constitution  and  of  the  Laws  ut 
Justice  and  Hunmnity,  Hatli,  by  an  accumu 
lation  of  oppressions  unpariled  in  history, 
excluded  ye  Inhaljitants  of  this  as  well  as 
ye  other  neighboring  Collones  from  his  Pro- 
tection; ami  whereas,  he  hath  iiuid  no  re- 
gardu  to  any  of  our  Remonstrances  and 
DutiefuU  petitions  for  redress  of  our  Com- 
|)licated  Grevinces,  but  hath  purchased  for- 
eign Troops  to  assist  in  Enslaving  us  anil 
Enciteed  ye  Savages  of  this  Countery  to  Carry 
on  a  war  aaginst  us,  as  also  ye  Negroes,  to 
inibru  their  hands  in  ye  Plood  of  their  mas- 
ters in  a  manner  unpractised  by  Civilised 
Nations,  and  moreover  hatli  Lately  insulted 
our  Calematyes  by  Declaring  that  he  will 
have  no  mercy  on  us  till  he  hath  Subdued 
us;  and,  whereas,  the  obligations  of  alegenci; 
being  reciprocal  between  ye  King  and  his 
subjects,  are  now  dissolved  on  ye  side  of 
yo  Collonies  by  ye  Dispotisni  and  Declara- 
tion of  yo  King,  insomuch  that  Loyalty  to 
him  is  Treason  against  the  good  people  of 
this  Countery;  and,  whereas,  not  only  ye 
parliment,  but  there  is  Great  reason  to  be- 
K-ave  Too  many  of  ye  people  of  Great  Prit- 
aiu  have  concured  in  ye  aforesd  arbitrary 
and  unjust  proceedings  Against  us;  and, 
whereas,  the  Publiick  Virtue  of  this  CoUony, 


su  essential  to  its  Liberty  and  happiness 
must  be  indangered  by  u  futer  political 
union  with,  or  Dependence  on,  a  Croun  and 
nation  so  lost  to  patriotism  and  magnanim- 
ty;  We,  the  inhaljitants  of  Freetown,  in  pub- 
licli  'i'own  iin'i'tiiig  assemble,  fur  giving  in- 
struct it)ns  to  our  representetivo  by  Direction 
trom  ye  general  Court,  Do  in  publiclc  Town 
u'.eeting  Vote  and  declare,  and  Direct  our 
representetive  to  Declare  in  ye  general  Court 
that  we  are  ready  with  our  Lives  and  for- 
tunes To  Support  the  General  Congress  in 
Declaring  tlie  united  American  Colonies  free 
and  independent  of  GreaLe  Britain,  and  also 
Direct  our  said  represerrtetive  to  move  in 
the  General  Court  for  ye  Delegates  for  tliis 
Colony  to  be  Directed  to  move  for,  and  gi\e 
votes  for,  said  Independence,  provided,  that 
the  intei'nal  police  of  this  (iovernment  Be 
allwaise  left  to  the  people  of  the  said  Col- 
ony, and  we  declare  to  all  ye  world  that  we 
do  not  make  this  Detclaration  out  of  pride  or 
Fnvy,  but  By  the  Dictates  of  the  Laws  of 
Natni'e,  and  appeal  to  ye  Supreme  Governor 
ut  tile  world  fur  uur  Sincerity  in  the  Dec- 
laiation." 

'I'he  graves  of  a  number  of  Revolutionary 
soldiers  buried  here  have  been  marked  by 
tile  Suns  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
are  as  follows:  in  tlie  North  Sti'ep  ISrook 
burying  ground,  ('ai)tain  James  Simnu)nds 
and  iienjamin  Weaver;  in  the  North  bury- 
ing ground.  Colonel  Josei)h  Durfee,  Thomas 
Durfee  and  Robert  Irving;  in  the  Oak  Grove 
Ciinetery,  ICphraim  ISoomer,  Elisha  Caswell 
and  Iienjamin  Peck. 

One  of  thesi!,  Colonel  Jtjseph  Durfee,  took 
an  active  ])art  in  tlie  war  and  was  prom- 
inent in  the  liglit  with  tlie  13ritish  liere,  May 
iJo,  17'(S,  of  which  he  has  left  a  graphic  ac- 
count. The  Britisli  were  then  liolding  the 
southern  end  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island 
and  with  the  aid  of  their  lleet  continually 
lu'irassed  the  towns  on  the  bay,  including 
Freetown.  In  the  fall  tif  1777,  on  liis  retui-n 
from  service  in  the  lieltl,  Colonel  Durfee  saw 
the  need  of  a  guard  for  thu  protection  of  the 
citizens,  and  secured  the  consent  of  the 
authorities  to  form  one.  What  followed  is 
best  told  in  liis  own  words: 

"I  soon  raised  a  guard,  procured  the  store 
now  standing  at  the  end  of  the  Iron  Works 
Company's  wharf,  in  this  phicti  for  a  giuiril- 
house,  where  we  met  every  da)',  called  tlie 
roll,  and  stationed  sentinels  for  the  night 
to  watcli  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and 
give  the  alarm  when  approached.    The  or- 
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ders  of  the  sentinel  were  peremptory — that 
i)  a  boat  waa  seen  approaching  in  the  night 
I'l  luiil  llicni  lluee  ilniea,  and  if  no  answer 
wuH  rL'ceived  lo  fire  uiion  tlicni.  It  was  n(;t 
h.ng  helorc  one  ot  the  guard,  Samuel  Keed, 
discovered  houls  hilenlly  ami  cautiously  ap- 
luoacliing  the  sliore  ivum  the  bay,  The  chal- 
lenge was  given  but  no  answur  received,  lie 
tired  ni)on  the  boats.  This  created  an  alarm, 
and  the  \vhok>  neighborhood  was  soon  in 
aims.  I  slalimieil  the  guard  behind  a  stone 
v.all,  and  l;ei)t  up  a  constant  tire  uiion  llie 
enemy  until  ihe.\  brought  tlntir  cannon  lo 
bear  ui)on  us,  and  C(Hiiiiieuced  tiring  grape 
sliol  ;iniongst  us — when,  as  we  were  nnablc 
to  return  the  conuilinient,  it  was  tleemed  ad- 
vh-^able  to  rrflreat.  Two  ol  the  guard  were 
sent  to  remove'  all  the  planks  which  laid 
over  the  stream  lur  tool  people  to  cross 
upon,  and  to  cut  iilf,  as  tar  as  possible,  every 
tacility  lor  crossing  the  stream,  exceiit  tlie 
uiiper  l)ridge.  We  the^n  retreated  slowly 
uiiiil  we  reached  the  main  road,  near  where 
IIk^  bridge  now  crosi-es  the  stream.  1  then 
gave  orders  to  form  and  give  them  battle. 
Tliis  was  doiifi,  and  never  were  soldiers 
iiitiie  In-ave.  So  rouglil,\'  were  the  enemy 
haiidliMl  liy  our  little  band  of  Siiartans  that 
tbey  soon  luat  a  retreat,  k';iviiig  behind 
ilicm  one  dead  and  another  blueding  t(j 
death,  besides  the  wounded  whom  they  car- 
ried away. 

"The  wounded  soldier  left  by  the  enemy, 
beforq  he  expired,  inl'ormeil  me  that  tiie 
number  of  the  enemy  wtio  attacked  us  was 
about  150,  commanded  by  Major  Ayres. 
W'iien  the  enemy  landed  tliey  set  lire  to  the 
house  of  Thomas  liortleii,  theji  nearly  new. 
They  next  set  lire  to  a  grist  mill  and  a  saw 
mill  belonging  to  I\lr.  liorden,  standing  at 
the  mouth  of  fall  River.  These  buildings  1 
saw  when  set  on  lire.  Wlien  the  Hrilisli 
troops  retreated,  as  Ihey  were  compelled  to 
do,  from  the  shots  of  our  little  band  of  vol- 
unteers, they  set  fire  to  the  house  and  other 
buildings  of  Richard  liorden,  then  an  aged 
rium,  and  took  him  prisoner.  We  pnrsued 
llsem  so  closely  in  their  retreat  that  we  were 
enabled  (o  s'ave  the  building  which  they  had 
last  fired.  The  liritish  were  frequently  tired 
upon  and  not  a  little  annoyed  by  the  mus- 
ketry of  our  soldiers,  as  they  passed  down 
the  bay  hi  their  lioals  on  their  retreat.  Mr. 
Uicliard  I'.orden,  whom  they  took  prisoner, 
was  in  one  of  fheii-  boats.  Finding  them- 
selves closely  i)ursued  by  a  few  Aniurican 
soldiers,  who  from  the  shore  poured  in  their 


shot  and  balls  upon  them  as  fast  as  they 
cciuld  load  and  hre,  and  finding  themselves 
in  danger  from  the  musketry  of  thetie  few 
brave  Whigs,  wlio  pursued  them,  they  or- 
dered Mr.  lididen,  their  prisoner,  to  stand 
up  in  the  IhkU,  lioping  that  his  comrades 
(Ui  the  shore  would  recognize  liini  and  do- 
sist  trt)m  liring  upon  them.  Lint  this  he 
ndused  to  do;  and  threw  himself  Hat  into 
the  bdttom  cjl  llie  boat.  While  laying  there, 
a  shot  from  the  Americans  on  shore  killed 
one  of  the  liiitisli  soldiers  slanding  by  his 
side  in  the  boat.  Air.  IJoideii  was  obstinately 
silent  til  all  the  cpiesiions  whicli  were  asked 
him;  so  that  not  Ijeing  able  to  makij  any 
inohtaljle  use  ot  him,  tliey  dismissed  him  in 
a  few  days  on  iiarole.  Tlie  engagement  took 
place  on  a  Sabbath  uuu'iiing  on  tin.'  l'5th  ol 
-May,  ITTS.  The  two  lirilish  soldiers  killed 
in  this  engag-imeiu  were  buried  at  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  same  day  of  the  battle,  near 
where  the  south  end  ot  the  Massasoit  factory 
now  stands." 

The  site  of  this  battle  was  marked  by  a 
bron/,e  tablet  eiv-icled  by  the  Queqnechan 
Chapter,  D.  A.  li.,  May  25,  l.Slllt,  im  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  t'ily  Hall. 

The  Tories  In^re  wi.'re  cliielly  of  the  older, 
more  Wi;ilthy  and  conservative  inhabitants, 
who  had  become  so  accustomed  to  the  estab- 
lished order  thai  they  hesitated  to  risk  se- 
cr.iity  under  the  new  and  who  lound  the 
shilting  id'  allegiance  trom  King  to  colony 
too  diilrcult.  Sonui  who  in  earlier  >ears  had 
)Ken  Tories,  like  Captain  Amln'ose  lUirnaby, 
and  Caiitaiii  Le\i  Kounseville,  were  later 
brought  lo  tile  patriot  cause  and  were  active 
in  its  suij|KM't.  Captain  Ilounseville,  indeed, 
was  in  command  ot  ilui  .Minute  Men  who  re- 
sponded to  the  Lexington  alarm,  and  Captain 
Tarnaby  also  did  mucli  in  tlie  cause  of  lib- 
erty. 

The  most  prominent  of  all  the  loyalists 
\v'as  Cloloiiel  Tlumias  Ci'tbert,  of  .Vssnnet,  -i 
veteran  of  the  French  ami  Indian  war,  and 
the  head  ot  tha  second  regiment  of  inililia, 
to  which  the  Freetown  coiniianies  belonged. 
He  was  the  town's  lepresentative  in  the 
(ieneral  Court  and  chairman  of  the  commit 
tc.o  which  diew  up  the  resolutions  exiiress- 
ing  alihinrence  at  the  IJoston  tea  paity. 
Early  in  1775,  by  direction  of  General  Gage, 
at  Hoston,  he  stored  considerable  (pianti- 
ties  of  war  material  and  organizetl  ;thi)  men 
of  this  county  for  (pielling  any  uprising  m 
this  section.  Two  thousand  Whigs  from 
other  towns  marihed  on  the  fmi'e,  but  Col 
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onel  Gilbert,  learuiug  uf  their  approach,  tooW 
v/hat  he  could  of  the  uuiiiitionb  aud,  witli 
aome  of  hia  followers  fled  to  au  English  war 
vessel  at  Newiiort.  'Die  arms  and  aiiirnuni- 
tkni  left  behind  were  sei/Ad  and  I'vt  men, 
V. lio  had  enlii^ted  under  (;ill)ert,  wc^i'e  cai>- 
lured,  ljui  relvasi'd  on  promises  of  better  b-t- 
huvior.  Tins  was  on  Ajiril  ten  days  before' 
the  battle  ol  Lexington.  t'olont  1  ('.ill'ert's 
p'cperty  was  contiscated. 

Another  aclivu  Tory  was  Sainuel  N'alen- 
tine,  though  not  the  only  one,  as  appears 
from  a  list  of  L'li  men,  voted  lor  trial  May  31, 
1777. 

lUit  very  little  knowletlge  of  llie  schools 
o'  the  Colonial  period  has  come  down  to  us. 
'J  ho  children  wure  not  without  instruction 
in  the  elementary  suljjects  of  reading,  writ- 
ing and  arithmetic,  however,  for  it  was 
firmly  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  fathers  that 
the  educating  of  their  offspring  was  a  sol- 
onin  religious  duty.  This  was  enipliasized 
by  the  early  enactment  of  a  law  compelling 
every  town  of  Hfty  families  to  maintain  a 
Itublic  school  and  every  town  of  100  families 
one  to  lit  pupils  for  Harvard  College.  In 
this  conimunii>-,  too,  the  teaching  of  the 
Friends'  Disciplinu  that  members  of  the 
meeting  should  give  special  care  to  the  in 
St  ruction  of  the  young  was  of  gi-eat  weight, 
lor  a  large  number  of  the  settlers  belonged 
to  that  faith  and  oarly  established  their  own 
school  system,  by  which  the  Quaker  chil- 
dren were  taught,  usually  by  women,  .U 
homes  of  members  of  the  socnty. 

The  first  mention  of  schools  in  the  town 
records  appears  in  \H)2,  when  Robert  Dur- 
fee  'was  chosen  agent  to  secure  a  man  to 
dispense  the  gospel  and  teach  the  ch.ulren 
reading  and  writing.  Tiiis  double  service  as 
minister  and  pedagogue  was  common  in  the 
colonic's  and  continued  to  be  so  for  many 
ytars.  William  Way  was  the  liist  scluwd- 
master,  elected  in  1704,  it  appears,  and  re- 
mained till  three  years  later,  whtn  he  was 
dismissed  by  vote  of  the  town. 

The  next  date  on  wtiich  the  matter  of 
schools  appears  is  May  5,  1718,  when  Jacob 
iiaihaway  was  chosen  "to  seek  for  a  school- 
master." In  Octobir  of  that  year  Thomas 
Roberts  was  hired  lo  teach  for  t;:l(!  a  year, 
the  lirst  third  of  the  period  at  the  north  end 
of  the  town,  ihe  iie.xt  third  at  the  meeting 
hcmsc  and  tin.:  last  third  at  or  near  .John 
Howland's,  which  was  within  the  limits  of 
the  present  city.  Roberts  inobably  did  not 
slay  more  than  three  years,  for  in  1721  it 


was  voted  to  seek  a  new  man,  and  in  the 
following  year  William  Caswell  was  voted 
£'iO,  to  teach  for  a  year,  wiih  the  under- 
siandiiig  mat  hi:  was  to  be  at  all  cost  for 
lioarding  himself.  William  Gaige  was  aii- 
otiier  eai'ly  teacher.  Tiiere  were  years,  how- 
e\er,  when  |iublic  educalioiial  facilities  weru 
few,  for  the  town  was  repeatedly  indicted 
lor  not  basing  a  sclioolmastei  as  the  law 
ilinicted. 

The  lirst  record  of  schoolhouses  appears  in 
1722  in  a  vote  to  erect  two  buildings  "at  the 
lUi.jdle  of  each  bait  of  the  town  from  the 
n;eeting-house  or  centre,"  and  in  1(27  it  was 
ordered  that  a  school  to  be  erected  should 
be  JS  by  11  feel,  t^eveiity  pounds  were  ap- 
piopriated  for  meeting  the  expense  of  tliu 
three  structuies.  The  dimensions  and  cost 
given  slunv  that  the  buildings  of  this  time 
\M  re  far  difft^reut  frgm  the  modern  struc- 
tures, and  even  as  late  as  17;tl,  when  the 
town  was  divided  into  seven  school  districts 
ami  a  vote  passed  lor  the  erection  of  new 
houses,  they  had  not  greatly  increased.  The 
liigest  of  these,  for  district  No.  3,  between 
Steep  Brook  and  As,soiiet,  where  there  were 
TiS  families,  was  but  2."iV2  by  2ti  feet.  The 
school  in  district  No.  I,  near  the  ci.'ntre  ot 
Fall  liivei-,  was  2  1.\2ii,  and  was  to  accommo- 
date the  pupils  from  17  families.  District 
No.  2,  to  the  north  of  this,  had  a  building  of 
the  same  dimensions  and  52  families. 

These  schoolbousej^  were,  of  course,  but 
one  story  iiii;b,  and  weie  built  with  an  eye 
single  to  utility.  The  walls  were  covered 
with  pine  boards  ami  plasteretl  and  a  small 
entry  partitionid  off  at  the  front.  Opi)osiie 
the  teacher's  desli  was  a  large  lireplace  in 
which  four-foot  wood  was  burneil,  and  run- 
lung  around  the  side  of  the  room  in  several 
rows  were  rough  beuclKs  for  the  pupils 
with  desks  for  the  older  scholars  of  two  loot 
planks.  There  were  no  receptacles  for 
|)ool'is  and  slates,  unless  l|ere  and  there  an 
individual  draw(M-.  The  teacher's  desk  was 
equally  jjlaiii — a  frame  of  planed  pine  boards 
standing  four  and  a  half  feet  high.  The  win- 
dows wero  small  and  without  shades,  and 
tl.cie  were  no  m.ips  or  pictures. 

Reading,  writing  tmd  arithmetic  were  the 
piincipiil  studies.  For  the  first  the  Bible 
was  a  favi)rite,  and  later  the  New  lOngland 
Brimer.  For  peiinianship,  in  which  I  be  pu 
pils  took  much  inide  il  they  did  well,  feu- 
graiceful  chirograpl.>-  was  consiilered  a  no- 
table accomplishment,  there  were  copies  set 
b>   the  teacher,  whose  duty  it  also  was  to 
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niend  the  goose-quills  used  for  pens.  The 
aniiitnetlc  was  luoritly  dcjiie  by  rules,  easily 
learned  and  ai)i)lied,  and  while  the  examples 
tset  otteu  invohed  laborious  calculations, 
tiiey  did  not  tax  the  mental  powers  or  de- 
velop the  reasoning  aijiiitius  as  do  the  prob- 
lems given  to  the  school  children  of  to-day. 
bpeliing  uas  also  taught,  but  history,  geog- 
raphy, nature  study  and  other  subjects 
bi-oiight  into  the  schools  of  this  century  re- 
ceived but  scant  notice. 

The  early  town  records  are  still  preserved 
in  ahu  old  town  of  Freetown,  and  coiues  ot 
them  are  keiJt  in  the  City  Clerk's  olRce  here. 
The  records  are  not  in  chronological  order 
at  the  first,  and  the  minutes  appear  to  have 
been  written  whqrever  a  convenient  place 
offered.  The  first  entry  is  the  birth  of  Abi- 
gail Makepeace,  and  is  followed  by  the  rec- 
ord o(  the  ele(;tlon  and  swearing  in  of  vari- 
ous officers,  including  Thomas  Freejove  as 
timing  man.  There  are  also  numerous  rec- 
ords of  the  ear-nuuks  of  domestic  animals 
belonging  to  citizens  of  tlie  town,  of  which 
".loseph  D'inbam  his  earmark  on  his  cre.i- 
tureo  is  a  fcuic  on  the  left  ear  and  a  half- 
penny on  each  side  of  tlie  same"  is  a  typical 
example.  Regulations  for  horses,  swine 
and  theep  that  were  allowed  to  go  at  large, 
hues  for  non-attendance  at  town  meeting, 
provisions  for  sco\it  duty  and  the  licensing 
of  Indians  who  came  here  to  hunt,  and  the 
appropriation  of  15  shillings  to  builil  a  town 
stocks,  after  the  town  had  been  indicted  for 
liot  having  one,  throw  ccjiisiderable  light  on 
the  life  of  the  period. 


A  frequent  subject  for  consideration  at 
town  meetings  was  tha  matter  of  a  town 
minister,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the 
C(dony.  The  local  residents  ai)pear  to  have 
had  little  sympathy  for  this,  and  were  re- 
peatedly indicted  for  failure  to  provide  such 
an  officer.  The  early  schoolmasters  were 
sometimes  also  expected  to  act  as  minis- 
ters, but  objections  were  raised  that  they 
were  not  duly  ai)i)roved  by  the  ministers  of 
the  neighboring  tcjwns,  as  the  law  required. 
I.i  1707  the  town  voted  to  ai)peal  to  the 
Bishop  of  London  to  supiily  a  clergyman, 
pcssibly  hoi)ing  thereby  to  escape  the  ex- 
ix-nse  of  the  minister's  salary,  as  well  as  an- 
noy thu  Puritan  State  IMagistraies,  and  this 
vote  was  frequently  cited  as  an  objection 
when  aLLcnipts  were  later  made  to  elect  a 
Congregational  clergyman.  Joseph  Avery, 
Jonathan  Dodson,  ^rhomas  Craigliead,  James 
McSparron  and  Silas  Brett  were  among  the 
official  niin'isters  of  llie  town  at  this  period. 

A  meeting-house  2Gx3t;  feet  und  IS  feet  be- 
tween joints  was  completeil  in  1714,  on  land 
given  for  tho  pui-pose  by  Samuel  I..yiule.  It 
stood  on  the  main  road,  near  the  i)resent 
line  between  t'^reetown  and  Fall  River. 
Twenty  pounds  toward  the  cost  were  given 
1);   thvi  General  Cinirt. 

The  Frit  uds  were  long  the  largest  and 
most  powL-rlul  den(nuination  in  the  town. 
'I  heir  mcting-house  was  erected  not  tar 
from  the  present  Crystal  Spring  Bleachery, 
about  1725. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


:      :         FALL  RIVER  A  TOWN 


Struggle  Over  the  Separation  From  Freetown.     Change  of  the  Name.      Building  the 
First  Mills.      The  Whaling  Industry 


liy  l.siHi  the  imiinlation  of  Fieelowu  hii'.l 
n  aclied  2,ijo5,  ami  the  agitation  lor  settius^ 
oil  the  scnitheru  portion  as  a  seiiarate  coni- 
iiiiinily,  which  had  beeii  on  foot  for  somj 
time,  liegan  to  ,i;aiii  new  strength.    It  was  op- 


The  Thomas  Durlcc  House,  94  Clierry  Street 


the  year  Kuning  I'^roni  the  South  almost  to 
the  North  l-'ai't  of  the  town  alioiit  the  miil- 
die  of  the,  Town  from  lOast  to  West  Whieli 
Obliges  UK  to  H(  1(1  our  Meeting  at  tile  North 
I'hid  of  the  Town,  a  Distance  of  liight  Miles, 
iV;  almost  All  llie  Inhabitants  of  the  Southern 
Village  Being  Seafaring  it  Trades  Men  <&  it. 
I'eing  Intircdy  Impossible  to  be  Provided 
with  lloise^;  Sullicient  for  So  Great  a  Pro- 
pel t  ion  of  the  Inhabitants  as  are  ami  Ever 
Will    iie    Destilute.      .  . 

A  t(!\vn  meeting  to  consider  the  matter 
was  held  l'\'hriiary  1,  18(12,  with  Nathaniel 
.Morton  niodeialoi-.  1!>  a  unanimous  vote  it 
was  di'cided  that  the  l(jwn  should  not  lie 
divitled  agreeable  to  this  petition  and  ftir- 
ther  "that  the  town  of  I'^reetown  shall  not 
be  (livid  d  at  an\-  rate."  Apparently  a 
change  ol  opinion  toid;  idace  at  once,  for  at 
the  same  meeting  these  votes  were  recon- 
sidered and  a  tiHiimittee  appointed  "to  di- 


posed  by  the  residents  of  the  northern 
section,  however,  lor  various  r^itsons,  and 
was  a  subject  of  discussion  at  several  town 
n'eetin.gs. 

The  griniud.s  (Ui  which  the  desire  for  ;i 
division  was  based  ap'pear  in  the  indiiton  ol 
Thomas  liorden  and  155  others,  dat^id  Janu- 
ary 12,  1SII2.  11  svas  addressed  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  antl  ran  in  part  as  follows: 

"The  Subscribeis  inhabitants  t)f  the  Soutii 
t'hul  of  Fi'eetown  Humbly  Shew  that  theii 
Situation  in  Sd  town  is  extremely  Unfcntu 
nate  Owing  to  Tlij^  great  Distance  the  Town 
meetings  are  Held  from  them  Which  Can- 
not be  lieniidied  in  the  Towns  Present  Sit- 
uation It  Meing  in  a  Triangular  foiiu  as  by 
the  Plan  txinldtcd  will  appear  &  the  princi- 
pal Stittlenienls  lieing  at  the  three  extreme 
Points  it  a  Central  Place  Not  Possible  to  be 
Obtained  There  Peing  a  Long  Sunken 
Swamp  Imiiassaide  at  Almost  All  times  in 
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vide  the  town  and  where  to  diside  the  sd 
town  if  divided  at  all."  Adjournment  for 
one  hour  was  tal^en,  ami  on  coming  together 
again  the  commiltej  reportetl  a  line  to  start 
from   thii   Taunton   river  about   where  the 
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present  line  is,  and  vai  ions  icconnnendal ii)ns 
iV-  to  sliarin.n  di'hts  11  the  division  were 
cd'feotLtl.  The  repurl  was  acci'pf<-''l  iiml 
Xalhanicl  Ahjilon,  Jr.,  was  appointed  W'j' 
apeni  ot  the  town  to  oppose  the  ISorden  pc- 
iiiion  in  the  l,c',L;islal  nre. 

Mr.  Morton  represented  to  thu  General 
Conrt  that  a  division  was  "totally  repn^- 
nant  to  llu'  ojiinion  and  wishes  of  the  to\\'n 
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iUiil  as  nmch  a.nainsl  ils  interest  and  con- 
vc.iieiice.  The  valnation  ot  Freetown,  lie 
:aid,  was  only  ahoiit  that  of  the  averai;/' 
Massachusetts  town,  and  a  division  woiiai 
cause  it  to  sink  into  coi  porate  insif^nilicaiiciv 
Moreover,  it  was  ■  iiicapahle  ot  ilivision  in 
any  manner  or  torin  so  as  to  give  to  the 
parts  when  seiarati'  an  equal  ))articii)ati(Ui 
ot  advanta,H(  s  and  disadvantage.s."  The 
southi,rn  s-eciion  was  represented  to  have 
the  adva.ilage  ol  situation  and  iirojierty  in 
pioptwtion  to  iiunihers.  It  had  also  the  hesi 
soil  hy  lar,  Iwo-litths  ot  the  population,  one- 
hall  tlie  propert>'  and  '  lu^xl  lo  no  proportiini 
o.  the  poor  and  a  prospi'ct  ot  periietiiall.N' 
liavin.g  the  advantage  in  this  respect,  the 
pelitioiu'rs  having  no  run  the  line  ot  par- 
tition as  to  i^xclude  from  Iheii'  plan  not  oiiI,\' 
actual  paupers  and  exjience  for  the  poor 
with  whicli  we  do  and  must  at  an  unusual 
liite  ahound,"  as  well  as  included  the  whole 
of  Ihe  valuable  shell  fishery.  The  argument 
mat  the  petitioners  were  seafaring  men  and 
hence  without  horses  and  unable  to  attend 
town  meetings,  was  met  by  the  statement 
that  they  had  a  higher  proportion  of  horses 
according  lo  Iheir  numbers  than  the  rest  of 
the  town  and  had  in  addition  the  means  of 
easy  water  coinmunicalion  with  the  present 
center,  an  advantage  of  which  the  rest  of  the 


.V  second  remonstrance  was  iiresented  by 
r.  ter  Crapo  and  others  living  near  the  l^art- 
niouth  line,  that  the  iiroposed  boundaries 
would  leave  them  in  an  (nit-ol-the-way  sec- 
tion, far  from  the  CtMiter,  and  render  the 
m.iintenance  of  a  school  dillicult.  A  thiril 
reiiionstraiice  Irom  the  old  town  asked  that 
tlie  line  be  iilaet'il  farther  south,  as  by  the 
contemplated  line  certain  sections  would  "b,: 
left  in  such  an  aiionialons,  uncouth  an;l  ec- 
centric l(uiu  that  ii  will  not  be'  lon.g  before 
afother  division  will  uni|oiibtiMll\-  take 
place." 

The  joint  committee  of  th..<  Legislatui" 
i\]iorted  leave  to  withdraw,  oa  the  petition 
for  division,  and  the  report  was  accepted 
;  l)\  the  Seiva^e,  but  the  HoiiKe  .non-concurr<;'l 
!  and  appoiiUeh  a  ■special  committee  to  pro 
ceed  to  Fieattiwn,  view  the  territory  anil 
consider  the  maltt  r.  The  Senate  concurred 
in  this,  and  on'T<'ebruary  5,  1803,  reported  in 
favor  of  a  division  on  the  lines  subsetpiently 
established.  The  report  was  accejited  and 
the  piM  il  ionei's  giv;  ,n  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Mil  in  aeconlaiice  with  the  reiiort.  Thi:- 
v/eiit  through  Ihe  several  stages  and  the  new 
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town  was  incorporated  as  l'\ill  liiver  (sjiell- 
eii  as  one  word)  I-'^ebruary  2i),  istKi. 

The  incorporation  did  not  put  an  end  to 
local  differences,  lor  at  a  town  meeting  at 
Fall  River,  May  IS),  1MI4,  little  more  than 
a  year  later,  it  was  voted  to  change  the 
name  of  Ihe  town  to  Troy.  This  was  followe<l 
by  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  dated 
Aiay  22,  IS04,  and  signed  hy  74  inhabitants, 
praying  that  Ihe  name  of  the  town  be 
changeu.  and  citing  luc  following  reasons  m 
siijiport  of  their  I'ecpiest: 

"That  whereas  in  the  late  division  i^i  incoi'- 
poiation  ot    this   township,   the   iiilia  Idtani  - 
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the  ciicunistance  of  its  name,  by  those  who 
wt-re  fciitnit^ti'il  witli  the  management  of  tlic 
Ijui^inoss,  who  all  ha|ii)i.ne(l  to  live  at  oi' 
near  the  river  called  Fall-Uivei',  &,  who  there- 
to! e  pi'oeiired  without  oi)i)o;-iti(jn  the  name 
M'hich  it  now  bears,  and  altho'  the  consider- 
ation ol  its  nanii'  may  aiJ|iear  io  tliose  whi) 
live  remote  from  us  mmely  circumstantial 
i'.nd  of  comparatively  little  consefiuence,  yet 
we  humbly  conceivi;  that  as  the  noted  vicin- 
ity whiich  has  been  long  known  by  that 
a]il)elation  is  rit'iate  in  a  very  extreani  part 


The  Old  Gun  House  on  Rock  Street  near  Bedford  Street 

of  the  town,  the  present  name  of  Fall  River 
v.'ill  serve  no  other  iniri)ose  but  to  beget  and 
1;(  ey  alive  many  local  ))rejudices  which  will 
i-erionsly  disturb  the  minds  &  peace  of  the 
inhabitants  in  general." 

The  mame  Troy  is  said  to  have  been  se- 
lected because  of  the  favorable  impression 
made  on  a  prominent  citizen  by  the  town 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  on  a  recent  visit.  Thei'e  was 
apparently  no  oj)position,  lor  the  bill  was 
passed  without  amendment  and  became  an 
act  June  18,  1804. 

The  new  title  of  the  town  was  retained 
nearly  thirty  years,  till  1833,  when  a  petition 
to  the  General  Court  was  presented,  signed 
by  Bbenezer  Andrews  and  134  others,  asking 
that  the  name  be  changed  back  to  Fall  River. 
They  represented  that  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  there  were  eight  or  nine  towns 
and  villages  ibearing  the  name  of  Troy  thoir 
letters  and  imckages  were  mis-sent,  delayed 
and  sometimes  never  received;  that  "Fall 
River,  the  name  of  the  village  in  said  Town 
of  Troy  where  most  of  the  business  is  trans- 
acted &  where  most  of  the  inhabitants  re- 
side, is  better  known  &  understood  abroad 
than  the  name  of  Troy"  and  that  it  would 
be  la  great  accommodation  to  have  the 
change  made. 


The  matter  was  siipiiortcd  by  the  select- 
men's petition  in  accordance  with  a  vole 
passed  in  town  niei'iirii;  Alarch  ]^,  is:;;',.  Tiie 
Legislature  referral  it  to  tlie  next  General 
Court,  it  was  taken  up  at  that  session  and 
became  an  act,  l''el)ruary  12,  INII-l. 

If  Ijhe  statement  of  the  Freetown  repre- 
sentative when  he  jirotcsted  against  the  di- 
vision of  llu'  town,  ilial  the  petitioners  had 
two-fiftlis  of  the  puimlat  ion,  is  acceiiieil,  the 
number  of  iiiliabiianis  in  I'^ill  liiver  at  its 
incorporation  was  about  l.ooii.  This  is 
probably  not  far  from  the  trutli,  for  the  cen- 
sus of  ISKI  gave  a  poimlation  of  but  1,29G. 
The  village  of  Fall  River,  near  the  center 
ol  the  present  city,  numbered,  in  1803,  but 
aliout  lot),  according  a  historian  of  (.IO  years 
ago,  who  incluileil  in  this  (  stiimate  a  number 
of  residents  living  in  Tiverton,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  (Juerpiechan.  Nine  of  the  eigh- 
teen families  in  the  hamlet  were  Uordens. 
The  othei-s  were  the  liraytons,  Cooks,  Da- 
vols,  I^uthers,  HuHintoiis  ami  I'.owiiis,  all 
names  still  prominent   in  the  city. 

A  small  cotton  mill,  the  lirst  in  this  vi- 
cinit)',  had  been  erected  in  ISll  at  (Ilobe 
Village,  then  a  jiarl  of  Tiverton,  and  two 
years  latt.r  two  mills  were  erected  on  the 
(inecpiechan,  the  Troy  Cotton  &  Woolen 
-Manufactory  and  the  l'"*all  River  Manufac- 
tory, in  which  iiower  weaving  was  intro- 
duced in  1817.  The  postofHce  had  been  es- 
tablished at  the  village  of  Fall  River  in  ISll. 
removed  to  Steep  Brook  for  a  lirief  interval 
and  then  brought  back.  The  census  of  1820 
showed  that  the  population  had  increased 
since  1810  to  1,.')1M. 

The  next  decade  saw  a  very  decided  step 
forward.  The  Pocasset  Mills  and  the  Iron 
Works  were  establisheil  in  1821,  Robeson's 
print  works,  the  INIassasoit  Mill  and  a  sal'inet 
factory  all  about  1824,  the  Anawan  Mill  and 
the  Fall  River  Bank  in  1825,  the  line  of 
steamboats  to  Providence  in  1827,  and  the 
Fall  River  Savings  Baijk  in  1S2S.  The 
"Monitor"  newspaper  had  begun  publication 
in  1S2(),  anil  in  1S30  the  ])redecessor  of  the 
National  thiion  Bank  had  established  itaelf 
just  over  the  line  in  Tiverton.  The  census 
of  1830  showed  that  the  population  as  the 
result  of  the  town's  prosperity  had  much 
more  than  doubled,  I'ising  from  l,.')!il  to 
4,159.  Stage  line\s  to  Providence,  Newiiort 
and  New  Bedford  had  been  i-stablished  in 
1825. 

In  the  following  ten  years  the  American 
Print  Works  were  estal)lished,  existing 
piaiits  enlai-ged  and  the  population  increased 
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niuro  gradually  to  (i,7;5S  in  1810.  Then  came 
ilii'  (lisastiiiiis  lir.'  of  ISi:!,  tho  Uuililing  of 
[ho  i-ailniaJ.  the  I'.stahlishnicnt  of  a  line  of 
uoats  to  Ni  w  York,  Iho  (.Teriiou  iif  rlu' 
VVyoniiiig  Alilli;  in  IM.",  ihc  AU'iacoiiK.-t  in 
ISIT  and  ihe  A nnrican  bincn  in.  is.'iii. 
Various  ncwspaiK'rs  sjirang  up,  hut  Ihi'  oiiiy 
nuc  thai  was  to  lasi  was  the  "\Veokl\' 
News,"  tho  imblication  of  which  had  Ingun 
April  iNlfi.  The  banking  facilities  were 
incr(  ased  the  Massasoit  liank  in  INUi, 
tile  Citizens'  ria\ings  in  1S51,  the  Metacoaiet 
in  1852  and  Ihe  I'oca.sset  in  IN")!.  The  popu- 
lation ad\'anred  slowly  to  ll.ITu  in  is'id,  and 
about  IL'.UDO  in  IN;')!,  when  the  town  was  in- 
cori)orated  as  a  city. 

As  late  as  1N22  tlie  town's  iiaupers  were 
sold  by  auction  lo  p.  rsons  who  would  oifcr 
lo  ke('p  them  f(n'  th(.'  least  compensation, 
but  this  pi-acticc  was  disc;)ntinned  a  few 
.\'cars  later,  and  in  ls':!."i  tlu'  Hrownell  farm 


Old  Ch'-ircti  House,  comer  June  aiiJ  Freiichi  Streets 


was  iiarchased  as  a  poor  farm.  The  north 
bui-ial  gi-ouml  was  bough!  in  1S25,  and  a 
town  house  el  ected  on  a  i)art  of  the  land  the 
same  year,  to  take  the  i)lace  of  a  building 
construoted  at  Steep  Brook  in  1805.  The 
new  house  was  removed  to  its  present  loca- 
tion on  Ihe  corner  of  Central  and  Durfee 
streets  in  liSod.  Cells  were  placed  twider  it 
the  next  year  and  the  Iniilding  used  till  the 
present  citiy  liall  was  ready  for  occupancy. 

A  beginning  in  a  fire  department  was  made 
in  lS2(i  by  the  ai)i)ointnient  of  ten  fire  wards. 
An  engine  was  purchased  anil  a  house  ercct- 
eil  in  1S2!t,  and  a  second  engine  in  1S45.  A 
night  watch  of  police  was  begun  in  1844, 
and  a  hosi)ital  established  in  1851.  Pocas- 
set,  IMeasant  and  Anawan  (formerly  Broad) 
streets   were  opened   in   18:]1,  and  Cherry, 


Spring,  \\'a.siiingt(jn  anil  Union  the  following 
year,     das  was   introduced   in  18-17. 

X-risate  cou\e.\ance  was  the  only  means 
ui  coniii.unRation  wuh  neighlioring  jiiaces 
I  111  I  lie  esial)iisiinieiu  m  18z5  of  stage  lines 
to  i'rovidfiice,.  .\(.'W  Iteiiford  and  JSewpori, 
wmcii  airueu  ULre  at  noon  anil  left  ai  1 
o  Clock.  The  stt^amer  Hancock  bi'gan  re.gu- 
lur  Iriiis  lo  I'rtjviiieiice  iin  September,  1S2S. 
and  was  fcjilowed  by  Ihe  King  t'luTip  iii 
iM.;2,  tne  Bradford  Iviuiec  m  ]Mr>  and  the 
Canonicus  in  18  1!).  Otiier  small  boats  made 
occasional  triiis.  Communication  with  New 
York  was  Ijy  .sailing  packtts  till  1847,  when 
the  B;iy  State  Steamboat  Company  was 
formed,  with  a  capital  of  $;5ii(),iMi(i,  and  ilic 
i-Va.\  State  commenced  regular  trips,  willi  rlu- 
.Massactiusetts  as  an  awcinatc  boat.  'J'he 
lOmpire  Suite  was  put  on  ihe  line  the  fol- 
lowing year  and  tlie  .Metropolis  in  18,"4. 

Both  the  New  York  and  l^roviileiice  lines 
had  been  established  lar.gely  through  the 
ttt'orls  of  Col.  Flichard  and  Jelfei-son  Borden, 
.if  the  Iron  Works  Compan.\',  and  they  witli 
.\'.  H.  Borden  wi-re  also  instrumental  in 
building  a  railroad  to  ,M.\ricks  in  1840  to 
ciMinect  with  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunion 
riiiad  and  over  the  trades  of  the  l^rovidence 
road  to  Boston,  'i'lie  firs:  terminus  here  was 
just  south  of  the  CLiitral  strei't  tunnid,  ami 
after  about  a  year  \wis  removed  ttj  the  wharf 
on  the  starting  of  the  New  York  line. 

The  early  mills  weic  but  small  alYairs,  the 
I'all  River  .Maiiufacior.\'  of  l,ri(iii  siiimlks  ami 
the  Troy  2,U<hi.  At  l.rst  little  was  done  in 
(he  factories  Imt  the  s]>inni!ig  of  the  \'arn. 
The  cotton  was  picdu'  1  by  hand  in  the  homes 
at  four  cents  a  piiiiii  1,  spun  in  the  mills  aiul 
then  wovt-'ii  liy  the  housewives  in  their  dwell- 
ings till  the  in:  roduct iiui  of  iiower  looms 
alrout  1817.  The  cloth  was  coarser  than  the 
legular  I14  square  prints  of  to-day,  being  but 
44x44,  and  made  of  xiwn  running  from  No. 
2tt  to  2.").  Wages  were  low.  in  accordance 
with  the  cost  of  living,  and  the  hours  long. 
.A  mill  su|)eiiiitendeni  in  18;',(i  had  !f2  a  da>', 
ordiiiai\'  hands  8;i  cenis  lo  .fl  anil  overseers 
$1.25.  Work  began  at  5,  or  as  soon  as  light, 
with  oO  minutes  for  breakfast  at  8  o'clock, 
and  the  same  for  dinner  at  noon.  The  day 
ended  about  7:l!ii  j).  m.  New  England  rum 
was  served  ito  the  men  at  1 1  each  morning 
till  1827.  Only  Americans  were  employed 
at  tirst,  then  English  ami  Scotch,  who  came 
an  the  establishing  of  the  iirint  works,  and 
Irish  after  1843. 

Calico  printing  was  begun  here  in  Robe- 
son's i)rint  works,  in  lS2fi,  in  buildings  on 
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rocaHsc'l  sired,  now  owned  by  \\'illiain  J. 
Dunn.  'IMiL'  plant  was  a  largo  one  for  lis 
ilay  anil  ,i;avc  cniiiloy ment  to  many  liamls. 
A  iirinlin,:;  inacliiiie,  jxissilily  Ihc  lirst  in  l!ic 
counlry,  was  set  up  here  in  1S27,  but  ))lock 
l)rinlin.;;  was  eonfinueil  until  ISIT,  wln/n, 
lollowluK  a  strike,  ii  gave  way  to  inacliini.' 
work.  The  owner,  Anil'.'ew  Robeson,  ot  New 
Heiltiiril,  with  whom  his  sons,  WMlliam  1{. 
and  Andrew,  Jr.,  weri'  associated  atiei-  .'; 
lime,  was  t'c'irced  to  make  an  assignnieni  b\' 
the  (le))ression  of  ISIS,  and  the  business  was 
carried  on  l)y  a  corporation  known  as  the 
Fall  Uiver  i'rin-t  Works,  until  about  ISGO, 
when  the  printing  machines  were  taken  out 
and  col  Inn  machinery  substituted.  Air. 
Itobt'son  resided  in  New  Bedford  and  drove 
to  (his  city  eardi  day.    He  is  remembeied 


ator;  ()i'in  Fowler,  jmstor  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  ami  nuMnber  ot  Con- 
gress; Naihani(d  H.  lionlen,  also  a  member 
of  Congress  ami  acli\  e  in  many  enl eri)rises ; 
Simeon  Borden,  engini.'er,  Harvey  Chace, 
manufacturer,  and  ICdniund  Chace,  tanner. 

The  E.vchange  Hotel  on  llock  street,  now 
known  as  the  (iunn  estati',  was  long  t!ie 
l)rincii)al  hostelry  h>'re  after  1n;;i).  It  hail 
been  erected  in  INi'T  as  the  jjrivale  resiilenc:.' 
of  .John  C.  Hordi.n,  anil  was  suri'ounded  by 
his  grounds,  running  from  Bedford  io 
Franklin  stri^et  and  west  nearly  to  Nortli 
Main.  It  was  a  remarkable  structure  in  ils 
day,  with  fifty-five  rooms,  hand-carved  man- 
tles and  window  casings  with  floors,  ceilings 
and  donrs  of  hard  pine  and  walls  decorated 
by  landscape  artists.     At  llu'  death  of  l\lr. 


Main  Street  in  1838 


with  especial  gratitmie  by  some  aged  men 
still  living,  who  were  formerly  in  his  emplo.s, 
and  who  beneliiled  by  a  school  he  estab- 
lished for  them  in  connection  with  the  worlds. 

Among  other  men  ])rominent  in  the  leader- 
shi))  of  alfairs  here  was  David  Anthony,  the 
first  agent  of  the  Fall  River  Manufactory 
and  for  forty  \ear.s  i)resi(lent  of  the  Fall 
River  Rank;  Oliver  Chace,  the  originator 
and  lirst  .agent  of  the  Troy  Mill  ;  Bradford 
Durfee,  of  the  Pocasset  Mill;  Richard  and 
■Jefferson  Borden,  of  the  Iron  Works,  print 
works,  railroad  and  steamboat  lines;  Stc- 
l)hen  and  William  C.  Davol,  Dr.  Nalh  lu 
iJiirfee,  .\licali  Uu.ggles,  Dr.  I'^'oster  I-^0()per; 
James  Ford.  lOliab  Williams,  Louis  Laphain 
and  Hc'/.ekiah  Bal  telle,  lawyers;  Phineas  W. 
Lelaiul,  collector  of  custt)nis  and  State  Sen- 


Borden  in  ISIJo  it  was  conveiHed  into  a  hot"l, 
conducted  by  James  Valentine,  then  by  .iohn 
D.  Thornton  and  later  by  a  stock  conipan.N' 
composed  ot  Joshua  Reniingtcm,  Irani  Sinilh, 
Samuel  Hamlet  and  Horatio  N.  Gunn,  who 
carried  it  on  for  a  decade  or  more.  Mr. 
Gunn's  ]>artners  died,  and  he  hasing  se- 
cured control,  closed  it  to  the  piil)lic,  and 
used  it  as  his  private  residence.  It  is  still 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  daughters.  The 
stone  .s.table  ojiposite,  used  l)y  Kirby  for 
many  years,  and  torn  down  in  1004,  was 
originally  the  private  stable  of  Mr.  Borden, 
and  later  as  I  he  hotel  stabU>  was  the  head- 
quarters of  the  \'arious  stages. 

The  Avery  case,  as  it  is  still  called  by  the 
older  inhabitants,  occurred  in  1SP.2  and  made 
a  great  sensation  at  the  linu-.    Rev.  Ephrnim 
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K.  Avery,  a  Mctliodist  niinisler  of  Jiristol, 
was  c-liar.^cd  willi  llio  iiuinU'r  ot  Saiali 
Maria  Coriu'll,  ;i  lacimy  giil,  who  liad  been 
IcjiiikI  sI  rau,i;U'il  to  <iealli  by  a  cord  i;n  a 
part  of  I  lie  .Jolin  Durfee  fariii,  now  the  north- 
east corner  of  ih(.'  South  parl<,  December 
Ml,  is;i2.  Aver\  was  tried  at  Newport  the 
foUowing  year,  when  a  total  of  2:H)  witnesses 
were  called  and  ihe  jury,  after  beins  oi\[ 
seventeen  hi)urs,  returned  a  verdict  of  not 
,!i:uilly. 

Tile  great  fire  of  IStl?  occurred  on  Sunda.v, 
.luiy  2,  and  was  an  almost,  appalling  calam- 
ity for  the  little  town,  from  which  it  recover- 
ed with  i-apidil\-,  however.  It  started  about 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  among  shavings 
in  the  rear  of  a  large  three-story  warehouse 


gines  ami  l)ucl\et  biigades.  The  total  num- 
l)er  of  l)uildin,L;s  iK  sl  ro.\  i'd,  w  hieli  included 
the  Old  Hridge  mill  and  the  Melhodisi  and 
Christian  clnircdies,  was  IIKI,  and  the  nunv 
her  of  ])ersons  residing  witliiii  the  burned 
district  l,i;il-l.  'i'lK'  loss  was  $rii;il,  IN.'i,  on 
which  there  was  $175,175  insurance. 

A  local  relief  committee  was  at  once  aj)- 
pointed  and  an  appeal  for  help  sent  'to  oihei- 
comnmn'ities,  which  I'esulted  in  the  receiiJt 
of  $5(i,!);M.  Of  this  amou!it  .$10,105  came 
fi'om  'Boston,  $l,7<'ii  from  I'roviilence  ami 
the  same  from  New  liedford. 

In  this  fire  was  destroyed  the  famous 
skeleton  in  armour,  commemorated  by  I^)ng- 
fellC'Vv  in  his  poem  of  that  title.  The  skele- 
ton had  been  found  in  18;!2  in  a  sand  or 


Fire  of  July,  )843 


at  the  corner  of  Souith  Main  and  Borden 
streets,  ignited  by  'the  firing  of  a  small  can- 
non by  boys.  \  high  southwest  wind  was 
blowing  and  so  fanned  the  flames  and  car- 
ried the  si)arks  that,  the  buildin.gs  on  both 
sides  of  Alain  street,  the  business  center, 
were  soon  burning.  The  whole  space  be- 
tween Main,  Franklin,  Rock  and  Borden 
streets  was  bupied  over,  about  twenty  acres, 
and  nearly  all  the  village  would  probably 
have  been  destroyed  had  not  the  wind 
changed  to  the  north,  driving  the  flames 
back  over  Ihe  burned  district.  No  rain 
had  fallen  for  we(d<s,  so  that  the  buildings 
were  very  dry,  the  water  in  the  stream  had 
been  shut  off  to  allow  repairs,  and  there  was 
no  fire-fighting  ajiparatus  except  hand  en- 


giavel  bank  near  llartwell  and  Fifth  streets, 
near  the  surface,  and  buried  in  a  sitting  pos- 
ture. It  was  (luite  perfect  and  had  a  tri- 
angular plate  of  brass  covejdng  the  sternum, 
while  around  Ihe  waist  was  a  belt  of  bi'ass 
tubes  four  or  five  inches  in  length,  about  the 
size  of  a  pipe-stem,  placed  parallel  ami  close 
together.  Arrowlieads  were  also  found  in 
the  grave.  Various  theories  as  to  the  iden- 
tity of  the  skeleton  were  advanced,  but  the 
confi.guration  of  the  skull,  the  position  in 
which  it  was  found  and  the  fact  that  parts 
of  other  skeletons  were  found  near  by,  make 
it  proibable  that  these  wi'rt;  the  bones  of  an 
lu'dian,  i)ossil)ly  Massasoit  himself. 

The  Clough  murder  case  of  1,S52  was  at- 
tended by  sensational  features  that  have  kept 
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it  fresh  in  tlif  nuMiioricvs  of  tlie  older  citizens. 
A  nnnihcr  of  houses  on  l{ock  street  iuclmlinK 
those  of  Lsi'a<'l  lJullinlon,  Arteinas  Willard, 
SauuH'l  lirown,  lOlijali  Alniy  anil  Rev.  A.  P. 
-Mason  were  emereil  early  on  the  morning  of 
.July  Ifi,  1S52,  l)y  a  burglar,  who  also  at- 
lenii)tCNl  to  'break  into  other  homes,  lie  was 
seen  and  followed  by  two  young  men,  and 
some  time  later  i)ointea  out  to  Gideon  Man- 
chester, a  former  constable,  who  entered  into 
converfalion  with  him  and  accompanied  liim 
down  Pine  street  toward  the  shore.  Near  the 
corner  of  Elm  and  Central  the  burglar,  who 
afterward  proved  to  be  James  Clough,  start- 
ed to  run  northward  on  Elm  street.  Man- 
chester pursued  anil  Clough,  seeing  that  the 
ot'u'r  was  gaining  on  him,  turned  and  fired, 
inllicting   wounds    which    caused  Manches- 


d(jy,en  or  more  were  sent  out.  The  wharf  was 
tile  "oil  wharf,"  so-called,  on  Davol  Street, 
north  of  .1.  A.  lioweu's,  wheri>  the  vessels  fit- 
ted for  their  cruises  and  unloaded  their  car- 
goes. Till'  busiufss  was  proliiable,  but  was 
gen«rally  aliandoneil  here  on  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  California,  when  the  vt'ssels  were 
used  to  carry  passengers  to  the  Pacific 
Coas.t. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  stories  in 
connection  with  th<'  itvduslry  here,  i)robably 
t/.ie  most  intci  i'st  ing.  in  fact — is  that  of  the 
wreck  of  the  ship  Holder  liorden,  owned 
here,  which  sailed  from  this  port  in  Novem- 
ber, 1842,  for  ithe  Pacific  Ocean  for  oil,  with 
.labez  Pell,  master.  All  went  well  until  April 
12,  1S41,  when  the  vessel  was  wrecked  on 
an  uncharted  islanil,  afterward  called  Pell's 
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ter's  death  three  days  later.  Clough  ih'^n 
took  refuge  under  a  barn  at  the  corner  of 
Pino  and  Durfee  streets,  from  which  he  was 
captured,  identified  and  placed  in  a  cell. 
While  there  he  nearly  escaped,  and  when  dis- 
covered had  opened  his  cell  door  and  put  on 
clofhes  belonging  to  one  of  'his  guards.  He 
was  afterwards  fried,  convicted  and  executed 
at  Taunton.  Manchester's  funeral  was  held 
in  the  Town  Hall,  with  services  conducted  by 
the  Baptist,  Congregationalist,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  ministers,  and  was  attended  l)y 
"a  vast  crowd."  Manchester  left  a  widow  and 
five  small  children,  for  whom  a  fund  of 
$1,000  was  laised  liy  popular  subscription. 

In  the  period  between  1840  and  1850  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  whaling  was  done  by 
vessels  from  this  port,  and  at  times  a  'half 


Island,  in  the  Pacific,  and  went  to  the  bc'.- 
tom  .with  1,000  barrels  of  oil.  The  crew  got 
ashore  on  the  island — a  small,  uninhabited, 
sandy  place,  and  with  difliculty  succeeded  in 
saving  a  large  cpiantlty  yt  the  provisions  and 
o'l.  With  the  lumber  of  the  vessel  which 
they  were  'able  to  save  and  with  the  aid  of 
some  tools  which  they  had  recovered,  as  well 
as  others  which  they  had  manufactured,  in- 
cluding a  saw  made  from  a  barrel  hoop,  they 
constructed  a  new  schooner,  which  they 
called  the  Hope,  and  launched  with  great 
difficulty,  on  account  of  the  sandy  shore,  on 
September  14.  Sh.'  was  4o  feet  in  length  on 
deck,  13  feet  beam  and  had  a  draught  of 
three  feet.  Though  heavily  ballasted  she  fell 
over  twice,  but  was  finally  rigged.  Captain 
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Pell  then  took  25  of  the  crew,  leaving  the 
others  on  the  shore  with  the  f)il,  and  sailed 
for  Honolulu,  where  he  sold  the  Hope  for 
$1,400,  bought  a  new  vessel  named  the  Dela- 
ware in  the  name  of  Captain  Nathan  Dunfee, 
of  this  city,  reiurncd  to  Ihe  island  and  took 
on  board  the  remainder  of  his  crew,  and 


what  was  left  of  the  oil,  which  had  leaked 
badly  through  I  he  neglect  of  I  lie  nu  n  wlio 
had  been  lefl  wilh  it.  He  then  sailed  for 
home,  arriving  here  .July  hi,  1SI5.  The 
ownership  of  the  oil  l)rouglit  home  was  later 
determined  by  the  courts,  following  claims 
for  salvage. 
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CHAPTER  V 


INCORPORATED  A  CITY 


The  First  Government.    The  Civil  War  and  the  Period  of  Rapid  Growth  to  J880 


Fall  River  became  a  eily,  the  eleventh  in 
the  Commonwealth,  in  1854,  when  its  ijcjpula- 
tion  of  12,11(10  liail  grown  too  large  for  the  old 
town  sisli.iii  of  government.  This  was  tlie 
oulgrowtli  of  a  town  meeting  ihelil  .lannary 
28,  1851,  "'to  see  what  action,  if  any,  the 
town  will  take  in  relation  to  obtaining  a  city 
charter."  Chester  W.  Greene  was  moileralor, 
and  on  motion  of  Josiah  C.  Blaisdell,  amend- 
ed by  Richmond  Davol,  a  comniittje  was  ap- 
pointed consisting  of  .John  W'estall,  Foster 
Hooper,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Israel  Ruinn- 
lon,  Eliab  Williams,  Samnel  L.  Thaxter  and 
Louis  Lajjliam,  to  jjreiiare  a  charter  to  be 
reported  at  an  adjourned  meeting  and  peti- 
tion the  Lt  gislature,  on  behalf  of  tlie  citi- 
zens, for  its  jiassage.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Rob- 
ert T.  Davis  the  committee  was  instructed  to 
report  in  print. 

l)i'.  Hooper  was  chairman  of  tlie  conim'it- 
tee,  and  at  the  adjourned  meeting,  four 
weeks  later,  its  report,  with  a  few  amend- 
ments, was  accepted.  The  chai-tei',  under  the 
title  "An  act  establishing  the  City  of  Fall 
River"  passed  the  Legislature  without  opposi- 
tion and  was  approved  by  the  Governor  April 
12,  1854.  It  was  accepted  at  a  town  meeting 
April  22  by  a  vote  of  52'J  to  247,  and  with 
few  changes  was  the  instriiment  under  which 
the  city  was  governed  till  the  adoption  of  a 
new  charter  in  1902. 

The  first  city  election  was  held  IMay  G, 
1S54,  land  resulted  in  the  selection  of  .Tames 
Buflinton  as  Mayor  by  790  votes,  to  387  for 
Foster  Hooper,  04  tor  Nathan  Durfee  and  14 
scattering.  A  City  Council  of  six  Aldermen 
and  18  Conncilmcn  was  also  elected,  with 
James  Henry,  Edward  P.  Bufflnton,  Oliver  H. 
Hathaway,  Alvin  S.  Ballard,  Edwin  P.  Shaw 
and  .Julius  P.  ("hampney  the  first  members  of 
tile  upper  Board.  The  new  government  was 
inau.gurated  at  the  Oity  Hall  May  15,  with 
prayer,  followed  by  the  administering  of  the 
oath  to  the  new  officers  and  an  address  by 


Chester  W.  Greene,  chairman  of  the  select- 
men, after  which  Mayor  Buflinton  delivertJ 
his  inaugural  address.  The  Mayor's  salary 
was  $5110  a  year,  and  each  Alderman  re- 
ceived $50. 

Mayor  .lames  Buflinton  served  two  full 
years,  and  was  succceeded  late  in  ]85ij  b.\ 
Edward  P.  Buffinton,  who  had  been  a|)poini- 
ed  to  till  <Mit  a  vacancy  caused  by  the 
Mayor's  election  to  Congress;  in  1857  by 
Nathaniel  B.  Borden;  in  1858  and  1859  by 
J()siah  C.  Blaisdell,  and  in  1800  again  l)y 
Edward  P.  l?utfinton,  who  renuvined  in  ollice 
till  1807. 

During  the  summer  of  1854  this  cit)-,  as 
well  as  many  others  throughout  the  co.intry, 
suffered  from  the  cholera.  Though  it  did  not 
I'oach  here  till  the  latter  part  of  August, 
there  had  been  two  isolated  cases  prior  to 
the  genei'al  outl)reak,  ibut  it  was  Jioi  till 
Thursday,  August  24,  that  other  cases  re- 
sulted. .Jei-enviah  Holland  died  of  the  disease 
on  that  day,  and  in  spite  of  the  advice  of 
Father  Murphy  to  the  conl rary,  a  "wake"  was 
held  in  the  evening.  On  Saturday  a  number 
of  those  who  had  attended  were  taken  ill, 
■and  by  Sunday  eventing  15  had  died,  not  one 
of  whom  had  survived  the  attack  24  liours. 

A  weilding  was  another  source  of  contagion 
and  by  Wednesday  night  there  hail  been  oG 
deaths,  mostly  anumg  the  Irish.  The  follow- 
ing week  there  were  ;?2  more,  including  three 
American.s,  and  before  the  disease  was 
stamped  otit  early  in  October  a  total  of  abouit 
13(t  persons  had  succumbed,  including  the 
v/ife  and  daughter  of  Hon.  N.  B.  Borden. 

In  1855  the  city  acquired  47  acres  of  land 
as  the  beginning  of  Oak  Grove  Cemetery,  giv- 
ing in  part  exchange  S2  acres  in  the  "hill" 
section,  extending  from  Main  stri>et  east  to 
'the  Highland  road,  on  both  sides  of  Lincoln 
avenue,  which  had  been  bought  by  the  town 
for  park  purposes  in  1S53.  The  sale  of  the 
land  was  in  accordance  with  a  recommenda- 
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tion  of  Mayor  Buffinton,  who  had  said  in  hia 
inaugural  that  it  was  not  what  the  citizens 
desired  for  a  parlc.  The  tract  was  disposed 
of  at  cost — $15,0(10 — ^and  the  cemetery  land 
acquired  at  $:^00  an  acre. 

The  widespread  financial  stringency  of 
1857  made  itself  greatly  felt  here.  Nearly 
all  tile  mills  were  stuiipeil  and  the  men  and 
women  tliiis  thrown  out  of  -work  were  forced 
to  endure  sevei'e  privations.  On  recommen- 
dation of  Ma^or  N.  15.  liorden  the  city  in- 
augurated additional  public  works,  at  a 
cost  of  $9,475.80,  on  the  poor  farm,  cemetery 
and  liigliways,  mainly  to  give  employment  to 
tile  poor,  at  10  cents  an.  liour,  and  the  com- 
munity was  divided  into  d'istricts  to  lie  under 
the  care  of  commiticcs  of  the  citizens,  a  plan 
which  worked  well  in  relieving  distress.  To- 
ward the  end  of  tiie  year  conditions  im- 
proved, and  the  liard  times  soon  became  lit- 
tle more  than  a  iiiemoiy. 

About  this  time  smne  of  the  inhabitants 
became  dissatistied  witli  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  a  petition  signed  by  50  influential 
oilizens  was  presented  to  the  authorities  in 
January,  1S5S,  aslcing  that  the  charter  be 
surrendered.  A  meeting  to  consider  the  prop- 
osition was  held,  with  an  attendance  of  about 
400,  but  on  the  taking  of  a  vote  it  was  shown 
l!iat  the  majority    in    favor   of  continuing 
under   tlie   city    form    of   government  was 
about    two  to   one,   and    the    matter  was 
dropiied.    Two  ytars  later,  in  180O,  the  date 
of  the  annual  municipal  election  was  changed 
from  tlie  tirst  Monilay  in  March,  the  time 
set  in  the  charter,  to  the  first  Monday  in  Oe- 
cembLr,  and  the  municipal  year  was  also 
moditie.l  so  that  it  began  the  first  Monday 
in  .laniiary,  as  at  present,  instead  of  the  first 
-Monday  in  April.    Thi»  date  of  the  election 
was  later  changed  to  the  Tuesday  after  the 
first  M(jnda.\'  in  December.    The  year  1800 
also  saw  the  establishment  of  the  public  li- 
brary. 

The  period  just  prior  ^o  the  war  was  no- 
table for  the  erection  of  the  Union  mill,  in 
185'J,  largely  tlirougli  the  efforts  of  Hale  Rem- 
ington and  David  Anthony.  This  was  the 
first  corporation  for  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton to  be  foritied  here,  by  men  net  closely 
allied  with  the  older  companies,  like  the  Fall 
River  Iron  Works,  tiie  Manufactory  and  the 
Troy,  and  its  success  led  to  the  starting  of 
nunieroiis  new  mills  within  a  few  years  and 
the  rapid  growth  in  the  importance  of  the 
city.  The  Granite  followed,  in  1SG3;  the 
Robe.son.  T>-cmii--'.-h.  M- rohant---  anJ  Durfee 
m  ]t>CO;  ;he  Da  vol  in  1^07;  the  Mecbanic.-i 


in  1808,  and  many  others  within  the  next 
decade,  including  the  King  Philip,  the  lirst 
tine  goods  mill,  in  1871. 

The  steam  railroad  was  extended  to  New- 
port in  18G3.  The  first  train  ran  through  to 
'Stone  'Bridge  on  November  15,  and  on  tlie 
-'Oth  the  first  trip  was  maile  to  Newiiort.  In 
tlie  same  year  the  railroail  from  Warren  to 
South  Somerset,  where  ii  connected  with  a 
ferryboat  which  cr!>ssed  to  this  city,  was 
begun,  but  owing  to  tlie  scarcity  of  labor,  tlie 
high  cost  of  materials  and  a  severe  winter, 
the  first  train  was  not  run  until  May  22,  1805. 
Surveys  for  a  load  to  Providence  had  been 
ma  le  as  early  as  ]8:!5,  but  abandoned.  A 
charter  was  secured  prior  to  1850,  but  al- 
lowed to  lapse. 

In  March,  1802,  the  boundary  queslion,  the 
subject  of  controversy  for  almost  two  hun- 
dred years,  was  finally  settled  by  the  action 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
tarly  history  of  the  matter,  including  tlie  lay- 
ing out  in  17-10  of  the  line  that  crossed  South 
;\!ain  street  -between  Spring  and  Columbia 
and  the  attempt  in  1791  to  settle  the  disa- 
greement between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  has  already  been  traced.  Folhjwiiig 
llie  effort  made  in  tlic  last-named  jear  no 
action  'Was  talieii,  tliougli  the  matter  was 
almost  constantly  agitated,  until  1S41,  wdien 
six  commissioners,  thr^e  from  tacli  State, 
were  appointed,  whose  reiJort  was  presented 
to  the  Legislature  in  1S48.    Meantime,  the 
town  had  in  18  17  appointed  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Orin  Fowler,  P.  W.   Lt  land  and 
I'^oster  Hooper,  to  present  the  town's  sidi'  of 
tlio  matter  to  the  Legislature.    11  was  argued 
that  the  lino  should  have  been  started  from 
a  point  440  rods  south  of  the  Quei-iuechan. 
nieasure.l  in  a    straight    lino    rather  ilian 
arinind  c<.)ves,  as  had  formerly  l)ei'n  done, 
and  further,  that  the  need  of  an  undivided 
jurisdiction  over  the  thicl^ly  settled  part  of 
the  comniiMiily  was  urgent.    Tlie  Legislature 
refused  to  ratify  the  report',  and  in  1852  the 
States  filed  bills  in  equity  in  the  Supreme 
Court.    An  act  of  Congress  was  isecured,  pro- 
viding for  the  establishment  of  a  conven- 
tional line  between  the  States,  and  in  1800 
the  Supreme  Court  appoiirted  engineers  to 
mark  a  described  line.    This  line  was  estab- 
lished by  the  Court  the  following  year,  to  go 
into    effect    in    March,    18(iL'.     'IMie  State 
line  was  moved  to  its  present  location,  and 
aibout  two  equare  miles  were  taken  from 
Tiverton  and  ald-.-d  to  Westport.    In  return 
the  State  of  Masiachu.-etis  cidc-d  to  Rhode 
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Island  Pawtiicket  and  that  part  of  Seekonk 
now  known  as  Kast  Providence. 

The  new  boundary  brought  into  the  city  O'f 
Kali  River  tlie  town  of  Fall  River,  R.  I.,  of 
aljout  nine  sciuare  miles,  with  a  population  of 
o,5!)o  and  taxable  property  of  $l,'JlS,o7S.  Tliat 
town  hiad  been  set  apart  from  'Piverton  at 
the  request  of  its  inhabitants,  who  could 
easily  outvote  the  other  sections  of  Tiverton, 
by  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly,  Oc- 
tober G,  1S5G.  The  benefit  of  the  annexation 
to  the  city  was  immediate  and  important, 
and  the  remarkal)le  development  of  the  sec- 
tion since  1870  has  shown  the  wisdom  of 
those  who  brought  about  its  addition  to  the 
city  and  llu'  debt  the  muHicii)alily  owes  to 


them.  The»oId  bnttonwood  tree  on  South 
Main  street  that  long  marked  the  boundary, 
and  on  which  Avery  was  hung  in  efhgy,  was 
cut  doiwn  by  the  city  April  !»,  18"JG. 

The  change  in  the  boundary  also  brought 
into  the  city  two  turni)ikes,  which  were  soon 
after  made  public.  One  of  these  was  the 
Watuppa  Turni)ike,  owned  by  a  stock  coni- 
l)any,  now  known    as   Pleasant   street.  It 


started  from  Twelfth  street  and  continued 
into  Westport  to  near  the  dwelling  house  of 
Charles  11.  .Macomber,  with  a  toll-house  in 
Fall  River  near  Quarry  streft.  It  was  made 
a  public  thoroughfare  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners in  1SG5,  on  the  payment  of  $7,000 
to  the  owners.  Of  this  sum  $l,oL'!!.u;!  was  paid 
by  the  city  by  order  of  the  Aldermen  Novem- 
ber \W,  1.SG5,  and  $1,((1I0  by  Westport.  The 
turnpike  had  been  l)iialt  in  1827  at  a  cost 
about  equal  to  what  the  county  paid,  by  the 
P^all  River  and  Watupini  Turnpike  Corpora- 
t'ion,  and  paid  well  till  the  opening  of  the 
railroad.  N.  B.  Borden  was  president  and 
.lame.s  Ford  secretary,  from  1829  until  it  was 
ii'irlfc-  public. 


Another  toll  road  ran  from  the  corner  of 
Cliace  and  Bay  streets,  where  the  first  toll 
house  was  located,  nearly  to  Stone  Bridge. 
It  'Was  discontinued  on  the  building  of  the 
s^team  railroad  to  Newport,  and  i>y  vote  of 
the  Aldermen  March  2,  18Go,  so  much  of  it  as 
lay  within  the  limits  of  the  city  was  made  a 
public  highway  "so  long  as  for  public  travel 
its  free  use  is  alloweil." 


Ttie  Old  Bnttonwood  Tree 
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The  news  of  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter, 
April  12,  ISGl,  was  quickly  followed  by  the 
issuing  of  a  call  for  a  public  meeting  of  citi- 
zens, which  was  held  in  the  City  Hall  on 
April  i'J,  with  a  large  and  enthusiastic  at- 
tendance. Hon.  N.  B.  lionlen,  who  road  the 
call,  iwas  elected  chairman  anil  made  the 
opening  address,  followed  by  Daniel  Anthony, 
Janies  BnlHnton,  Drs.  Foster  Hooper  and 
Robert  T.  Davis,  .lolm  Westall,  Walter  C. 
Durfee  and  otheis.  Resolutions  offered  by 
Dr.  Hooper  were  aihjpted,  declaring  that  "the 
government  of  liie  I'niun  shall  be  sustained" 
and  reiiuesting  the  City  Council  to  appropri- 
ate $1U,(H)0  for  the  aid  of  volunteers  and  their 
lamilies.  Five  days  later  the  Council  made 
the  appropriation  requested,  proviiling  that 
$ir)  for  an  outfit  should  In'  i)aid  to  each  vol- 
unteer and  $15  a  month  tor  not  more  than 
tliri.e  months  for  the  support  of  his  depend- 
tnt  s. 

Enlistments  were  meantinu'  g<jing  on,  and 
ai)pMcation  was  made  to  Governor  Andrew, 
the  third  in  'the  ('ommou'wealth,  f(jr  permis- 
sion to  form  miliiary  companies.  Tlie  first 
two  were  Cimipanies  A  and  B  of  the 
7th  Massachuseli  s,  which  were  mustered  m 
June  11.  A  third  companj-  was  formed,  Imt 
it  was  decided  imt  It)  muster  it  in  at  that 
time,  and  it  wa>  disbanded.  Tlie  first  Fall 
River  sohlier  to  fall  was  Nathaniel  S.  Gerry, 
a  private  in  C()nii)an,\'  A;  the  first  commis- 
sioned officer.  Lieutenant  .lesse  D.  Bulloclc, 
of  tihe  same  n  gimcnt,  from  wounds  recei\  ed 
at  Fair  Oaks. 

When   tlie   l-'rcsideut    called    for  ;iU(),(i(i(i 
more  men,  in  ISCJ,  another  public  meeting 
was  held,  ,)uly  11,  at  which  a  bounty  of  $1lMi 
for    three    year.s'    enlistment     was  recom- 
mended, and  at  a  mei.tin.g  August  14,  IM'rJ. 
it  wa.s  resolvt-d  thai  "tlie  patrioiism  of  Mas- 
sachuseits  will   .sustain  the  government  in 
putting  down  the  rebellion  at  any  cost  of 
men   and   m<iiii  y  "    It    was   voted  to  raise 
money  by  .-ub,-erip:ion  to  add  ?lnO  to  each 
soldier's  bounty   anil  to  assist    Rev.  Elihu 
tyrant  in  raiding  a  company.    September  1. 
IStiJ,  the  city  government  voted  a  bounty  of 
$200  for  each  volunteer  for  nine  months'  ser- 
vice.   Rev.  Mr.  Grant,  who  was  pastor  of  the 
Brayton  M.  E.  Church,  had  formerly  been  a 
student  at  West  Poinf,  and  had  little  diffi- 
culty in  'getting  tiie  men  to  form  Company 
C,  of  the  Tliird  Ri^ginuuit,  of  which  he  was 
eleclvd    Captain.     Andrew   R.   Wri.ght  was 
captain  of  Conii)any  1),  also  raised  here  at 
this  lime,  and  to  these  officers  sworils  were 
presented  at  a  meeting  in  City  Hall  Septeni- 


ber  y,  1SU2,  to  Air.  Grant  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Holmes,  and  to  Mr.  Wright  by  Rev.  Charles 
A.  Snow,  afterward  chaplain  of  the  regiment. 

The  two  companies  were  escorted  to  the 
train  by  many  citizens,  and,  as  usual,  there 
were  tearful  eyes  ami  hasty  farewells  on 
the  part  of  those  h'lt  behind,  but  the  men 
went  away  cheertull,\'  and  gladl,\-.  On  their 
return  .June  17,  ]S(i:;,  they  were  greeted  by  a 
big  crowd  and  escorted  by  the  city  govern- 
ment and  fin-  department  tln'ough  decorated 
strei.ds  to  the  City  Hall,  where  a  fornuil  wel- 
come was  given,  followed  by  a  collation. 

The  draft  was  several  times  delayed,  but 
finally  took  place  in  New  Bedford  July  22, 
].S(j3,  when  l,lo|  names  nt  Fall  ftiver  citizens 
were  placed  in  a  b(jx  and  1U&  drawn,  of  which 
.lohn  Sullivan  was  the  first.  Tlie  men  drawn 
inchuled  both  nu'mbers  of  one  firm  here, 
Sliaw  &  Hoag,  painters,  on  Second  street; 
three  members  of  ilie  Baptist  Temple  choir,  ■ 
two  stewards  and  two  class  leaders  of  the 
Fir.st  Mc'thodist  Church,  and  one  lawyer, 
Simeon  Borden.  Holder  1).  Durfee,  a  son  of 
Dr.  Nathan  Durfee,  tlien  a  student  at  Yale, 
and  William  H.  H.  Borden,  a  son  of  Colonel 
Richard  Borden,  were  also  drawn,  ami  Tl  of 
the  2i;  men  enrolled  fi'om  Steep  Brook.  The 
names  for  this  idty  weri'  drawn  first,  by  re- 
(piest,  and  were  brought  here  by  John  C. 
Milne  and  Rev.  Charles  A.  Snow  in  a  car- 
riage and  rushed  into  ludnt  as  i)ronii)tly  as 
possible  to  relieve  the  anxiel.\-  of  the  crowd 
that  surrounded  the  newsijaper  oflice.  Sub- 
stitules  were  furnished  in  many  cases,  se- 
cured at  var.\ing  iirici-'s — $S00  in  one  in- 
stance. 

A  second  ilrafi  occurred  on  May  11),  1S(M, 
when  S2  men  were  drawn,  li  was  followed 
by  three  supi)b'mentar.\'  drafts — mi  June  Vi. 
July  (i  and  July  i;7.  when  o:'..  21  and  20  names 
were  <lrawn. 

The  return  of  Company  G.  o'^th  Massac!iir 
setts,  unde-  Captain  Brady,  on  furlough. 
April  o.  lM'4,  was  ct-ltbriit  d  liy  a  jtarade  of 
the  fire  companies  and  militia,  with  the  city 
government  and  a  brass  band.  The  bells 
\vere  rung,  buildings  decoratnl  ami  formal 
exercises  held  in  the  City  Hall,  followtnl  by 
dinner.  Coniiianies  .\  ami  B.  of  the 
Seventh  Regiment,  on  their  return  June  20 
with  o,S  men.  were  also  luuiored  with  a 
fiarade,  decoratimi  of  buildin.us  and  a  (dam- 
bake. 

The  news  (jf  the  fall  of  Riclimond  was 
greeted  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  on  Lee's 
surrender  there  was  more  bell  ringing,  in- 
cluding that  of  the  Central  Church  by  two 
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young  women;  the  firing  of  cannon,  the 
l-arailf  of  the  liight  Infantry,  which  hud  re- 
Uirneil  fi'oni  a  brief  period  of  d'lly;  chc 
ili.>:,niiHsiug  of  the  schools  and  the  general 
suspension  of  work.  In  tliu  evening  a  nietl- 
ing  was  lield  in  City  liall,  presided  ov^'r  Ijy 
ihe  Mayoi',  at  which  addresses  were  niade 
and  "America,"  "John  Brown's  Body"  and 
"Old  Hundred"  were  sung. 

Tlie  assassination  of  Lincoln  became 
known  generally  through  the  tolling  of  the 
C'ty  Hall  iiell,  a.  d  was  leai  r.eil  v.  iip  un- 
speakable sorrow  and  indignation.  W'liile  thf 
crowd  was  gatliered  about  the  bulletin  "a 
notinioiis  copperhead,  secesh  sympathizer 
.  .  "  w  as  heai'd  to  say  that  it  v.  as  the 
best  news  he  had  heard  in  many  years.  ITo 
was  at  ciice  set  upon  by  the  bystanders  and 
kicked  and  puncliel  till  'he  procured  a  Hag, 
unfurled  and  saluted  it.  Tlie  Mayor  and  City 
Marshal  then  came  up  ;uid  assisted  him  to 
his  stoi-e  at  5  Bedford  street,  where  he  locl^e  l 
himself  in,  but  as  the  crowd  continued  to 
gather  and  show  signs  oi  hostility,  he  was 
glad  to  escape  by  a  rear  window  and  take 
refuge  in  the  strongest  cell  in  the  lockup. 
The  crowd  broke  the  windows  in  his  store 
and  demolished  things  generally,  after  which 
they  requested  several  i)ersons  who  had  not 
displayed  the  colors  to  do  so.  Their  request 
was  promi'tly  complied  with. 

The  city  furnished  a  total  of  1,770  men 
for  the  UnittHl  States  forces  during  the  war, 
comprising  41)7  for  the  navy,  17  regulai's,  !S20 
three-year  men,  2b7  nine-months  men,  llJli 
three-months  men  and  o7  one-year  men. 
These  included  Companies  A  and  B  of  the 
Seventh  Regiment,  Company  G  of  the  2Gth.  a 
large  portio.'i  of  Companies  I^"  and  C,  of  the 
GSth,  in  addition  to  men  in  many  other  regi- 
ments that  enlisted  for  three  years.  I:  also 
sent  out  Companies  C  and  D,  of  the  Thiid 
Regiment,  for  nine  months,  and  numbers  for 
other  regiments,  while  local  men  entered  the 
regular  army  and  regiments  from  other 
States.  The  city  govei'nment  ai)propriat od 
on  account  of  the  war  a  total  of  $lU7,S28.ti;!, 
and  for  aid  to  soldiers'  families,  which  was 
i-e|;aid  by  (he  State,  $127,510. 

Hon.  I'-  Bullinton,  the  Mayor  during  the 
pei'iod  of  war,  and  the  othei'  members  of  the 
city  governn'.ent,  as  well  as  Coii.gressman 
James  lUitiinKni,  the  clergy  and  the 
private  citizens,  were  untiring  in  their 
I'lTiHls  to  preserve  the  •  Union  and  to 
aid  and  encourage  the  soldiers.  Con- 
gressman Buffinlon  enlisti'd  as  a  private 
in  Company  A,  Seventh  Regiment,  at-  the  be- 


ginning of  the  conflict  and  served  till  the 
opening  of  the  fall  term  of  Congress,  when 
he  resumed  his  seat  at  the  demand  of  his 
constituents,  and  tliere  was  of  great  assist- 
ance t(j  the  soldiers  from  this  district  in 
camp,  hosijital  and  lield.  Among  the  clergy 
there  was  equal  pali'iotism.  i\lessrs.  Grant 
and  Snow  went  to  the  front,  wiiile  Rev.  Eli 
Thurston,  Rev.  l^.  B.  llaughwout.  Rev.  Mr. 
Chapman,  i)r.  Adams  and  Itev.  lOdward 
Murphy,  the  latter  of  St.  Mai-)''s,  preaclu-d 
loyalty  to  the  Union  and  devotion  to  her 
cause,  both  in  and  out  of  the  pulpit.  The 
women  f(jrmed  a  sewing  society  Aitril  27, 
ISGl.  wliicli  was  continued  till  July,  18(15, 
with  Mrs.  Richard  Borden  as  president 
throughout,  and  wliieli  sent  to  the  soldiers  a 
large  nuuiljer  of  shins,  socks,  blankets  and 
other  articles,  in  adilition  to  jellies,  news- 
papers, books,  etc.  A  children's  lint  society 
was  also  kept  up  during  the  war.  The  sol- 
diers' monument  in  (Jak  Grcjve  Cemetei'y, 
was  the  gif(  of  Coloned  Richard  Boiden,  and 
bears  the  names  of  ICM  of  the  fallen. 

The  premium  on  gohl  during  the  war  and 
the  consecpient  lioarding  of  currency  led  to 
such  a  scarcity  of  small  coins  'that,  Ijy  18(i2, 
a  num^ljer  (d'  s(orekeepers  issued  due 
bills  of  5(1,  25,  10  and  5  cents  eaidi, 
which  were  redeemed  in  current  money  wluu 
piesenteil  in  amounts  of  one  or  more  dollars. 
At  least  two  vessels  osvned  in  this  port,  the 
schooner  Norman  and  the  bark  Lenox,  were 
captui-ed  by  the  Conftxlerates. 

The  first  French-Canadian  families  to  come 
here  in  any  numbers  arrived  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War  and  found  emplo.\-ment 
in  the  American  Linen  mills,  near  which  they 
resided.  All  tlie  industries  of  the  city  were 
then  prosperous  There  was  a  demand  for 
labor,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  first 
arrivals  sent  for  their  luirenls  and  friends, 
and  the  French  population  grew  i-ai)idly.  The 
newcomers  were  unfamiliar  with  the  work 
expected  (jf  them,  and  wiith  the  language  and 
customs  of  this  coinitry,  but  the\'  persisted, 
and  soon  largely  overcame  these  obstacles. 
The  first  French  priest  to  come  iliere  was  Fr. 
A.  J.  Derlnad,  who  was  a  ctirate  at  St.  Mary's 
Church  in  18(;7-18(i8.  There  were  then  about 
100  ]<'rencli  families  in  '.'le  city.  Fr.  Verdier 
came  here  ire  next  \ear,  and  in  IS'il).  vvlien 
the  number  of  families  was  about  ouii.  Tlu' 
first  French  parish,  that  of  Sie.  .\nue,  wa.i 
formeil  and  erected  a  church  Iti  1871  when 
the  nimiber  of  French  inhabitants  had  con- 
sidei'ably  increased,  in  conse(pience  of  tlie 
building  of  mills  in  tlie  eastern  seclion,  the 
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parish  of  Ste.  Anne  was  divided  and  tliat 
ot  Notre  Uiii'.c  Ic  Lcudres  wat  loundcd  by 
Kr.  Pierro  J.  Btc.  Bedard,  wlio  nlno  ioinide.l 
the  fii'St  Catholic  orphanage.  He  was  greatly 
beloved  by  those  of  his  own  nationality  and 
highly  regarded  by  all.  St.  Mathieu's  parish 
in  the  northern  section  of  the  city  was 
founded  December  o,  18S7,  and  erected  its 
church  t;he  following  year.  French  Protes- 
tants also  formed  a  church,  the  French  Con- 
gregational, which  erected  an  ('difice  on  Har- 
rison street  in  lSb8.  The  Fi'ench  poiiulatiou 
had  by  1S8S  increased  to  15,000,  as  reported 
by  the  three  Catholic  churches  of  that  nation- 
ality— nearly  one  fourth  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  city.  To-day  the  total  of  French 
residents  is  probably  between  uO.OOO  and 
35,000,  constituting  nearly  a  tliiid  of  the 
city's  inhabitants. 

George  O.  Fairbanks  was  .Mayor  iu  IJSGT 
and  18G8,  succeeding  Mayor  liutHuton,  who 
had  served  during  the  civil  war,  and  was  fol- 
lowed in  1809  by  Samuel  M.  Brown,  who  was 
to  remair.  in  office  till  1ST2.  During  Mayor 
Fairbanks'  administration  the  Morgan  street 
school,  now  the  N.  B.  Borden,  the  first  of  the 
large  buildings  for  e.lucational  purposes 
here,  was  erected,  the  South  park  purchased 
and  Highland  Road  laid  out  and  worked. 

Ill  this  period,  1807-70,  the  city  steadily 
advanced  in  population,  wealtli  and  amount 
of  business  done.  The  population  in  1805  had 
been  17,525;  in  1870  it  had  reached  27,1'Jl. 
The  valuation  in  the  meantime  had  grown 
from  $12,i;H,y'JU  to  $23,012,214,  and  the  num- 
ber of  spindles  in  the  chief  industry  had  in- 
creased from  205,328  'to  544,000.  The  dawn 
of  1870  saw  a  busy  and  thriving  city,  well 
equipped  for  the  marvelous  progress  that 
was  so  soon  to  follow. 

The  years  of  1871  and  1872  are  marked  in 
red  letters  in  the  story  of  the  city's  growth, 
for  they  saw  the  beginning  of  the  rapid 
building  of  nulls  that  were  to  mean  an  im- 
mense step  forward  toward  industrial 
eminence.  The  mills  already  in  opera- 
tion had  prospered  exceedingly,  confi- 
dence was  strong,  and  Fall  River  boomed 
as  few  other  cities  ha,ve  done.  In  the 
period  named  fifteen  new  corporations 
were  formed,  and  began  the  erection  of  large 
fjictories,  eleven  of  which  were  built  in  a 
single  year — 1872.  Others  followed,  and 
till'  number  of  inhabitants  which  in  1871  had 
been  28,291,  advanced  to  34,835  in  1872,  38,- 
404  in  1873,  and  43,289  in  1874.  From  that 
lime  it  grew  less  rapidly  for  a  period,  but  yet 
substantially,  and  in  1880  .had  reached  47,883. 


Meantime  the  city  government  had  been 
busy  with  the  pi'oviding  of  better  highways, 
schools,  sewers  and  lire  iiroteclion  for  the 
growing  community.  Mayor  Brown's  inau- 
gurals in  1870  and  1871  had  both  urged  the 
necessity  of  a  public  water  works  system, 
and  in  187 L  the  first  steps  were  taken  to- 
ward its  construction.  This  was  carried  on 
with  eiiei'gy,  and  in  1873  the  works  began 
oijeration,  thus  relieving  a  situation  which 
had  been  growing  most  unsatisfactory. 
Mayor  Brown  also  turned  his  atieiuion  to  the 
widening  of  the  streets,  and  North  .Main  was 
widened  from  Prospect  to  Turner,  South 
Main  from  William  to  Globe,  Globo  itself, 
and  Pleasant  from  Third  to  Sixth. 

The  water   works  we're  practically  eom- 
l)leted  in  1871!,  under  the  administration  of 
Robert  T.  Davis,  and  the  first  water  pumped 
through  the  pipes.  A  large  amount  of  high- 
way work  was  carried    on,    including  the 
widening  and  straightening  of  North  Main, 
to  avoid  the  grade,  from  Stewart  street  to 
Wilson  road   (11/2  miles),  the  widening  of 
Pleasant  from  Sixth  to  the  Narrows  ordered, 
and  completed  as  far  as  Quarry,  and  of  South 
Main  from  Division  stiee't  to  the  South  Park, 
the  laying  out  of  Durfee  avenue  from  Soutli 
Main  to  Broadwa>-,  Tucker  street  from  Suuth 
Main  to  Plymouth  avenue,  and  the  widening 
of  Plymouth   a\'enue  at   its   junction  wifh 
Pleasant    and   Twelfth    streets.  Columbia 
street  was  also  widened,  and  the  betterment 
law  applied  for  the  first  time,  ihougii  the 
assessments  were  refunded  by  a  later  ad- 
ministration.   In  all,  21  streets  were  either 
widened,  laid  out.  or  laid  out  and  weirked.  An 
engineer  was  eniploxe'd  to  iirepare  a  sewer 
system,  three  auxiliai'\'  police  and  Hre  sta- 
tions were  begun,   and   three  large  school 
buildings    ordered,    the    Slade,    Davis  and 
Davenport,  two  of  which  were  begun.  The 
city  adopted  the  free  schoolbook  system,  with 
free  supplies,  thus  becoming  the  first  in  the 
Commonwealth  lo  make  its  schools  entirely 
without  cost  to  the  inipils.   Dr.  Davis  retired 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  he  had  announced 
he  would  do  upon  consenting  to  tahe  tlie  of- 
fice, and  donated  his  sahn'v  to  the  Children's 
Home. 

James  F.  Davenport  was  Mayor  from  1874- 
77.  In  this  period  the  Slade's  Ferry  bridge 
was  completed  and  oi)ciU'(l  to  highway  travel, 
.January  4,  187G:  the  New  Bedford  railroad 
was  built  and  tlie  first  passenger  train  run 
»  over  it  December  9,  1875.  The  Academy  of 
Music  was  opened  .January  G,  1S70,  by  Theo- 
dore Thomas  and   a  concert  company  of 
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sixty  members.  Mean'lime  public  worlis 
were  pushed  forward.  The  water  works  sys- 
tem was  now  in  operation,  the  three  auxil- 
iary police  and  tire  stations  were  occupied, 
in  1875,  and  the  department  reorganized. 
Pleasant  street  was  graded  from  Quarry  to 
the  Narrows,  and  the  large  Davenport 
school  completed.  The  following  year,  ]87G, 
a  total  of  $99,0)5  was  expended  for  the  ex- 
tension of  sewei-s,  including  that  in  Pleasant 
SLi-eet,  from  Fourth  to  Ninth,  and  amounting 
in  all  to  4.o8  miles.  A  new  citj'  hospital  was 
also  constructed.  In  1877  nearly  three  miles 
of  additional  sewers  were  built  at  a  cost  of 
$(io,054,  including  the  extension  of  the  Pleas- 
ant street  main  from  Ninth  to  Twelfth.  Fire 
insurance  districts  were  established,  and  an 
engine  house  on  Plymouth  avenue  erected, 
partly  from  tlie  proceeils  of  t'he  sale  of  the 
PlLHisant  street  house. 

Crawford  E.  Lindsey  succeeded  Mr.  Dav- 
eniKMt  as  Mayor,  for  two  years,  1873  and 
1S79,  and  under  his  guidance  the  important 
work  of  sewer  and  highway  construction 
was  pushed  forward.  Eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars was  expended  for  highways  in  1878,  and 
$44,UUO  for  sewers,  sums  larger  than  ex- 
pected, but  made  necessary  to  give  empFoy- 
ment  to  men  made  idle  by  the  stopping  of 
the  mills.  The  first  steam  road  roller  was 
purchased  'this  year,  and  a  Board  of  Health 
established  by  the  acceptance  of  the  State 
law,  with  B.  F.  Winslow,  J.  S.  Anthony  and 
C.  W.  Copeland  the  first  members.  In  1879 
$45,000  was  expended  on  sewer  extension, 
h22  miles  of  streets  worked  and  the  city 
barn  removed  from  the  present  central  police 
station  'to  Cherry  street,  allowing  important 
improvements  to  be  made  in  the  former 
building.  The  post  office  building  had  been 
begun  in  1875,  and  was  completed  in  June. 
1880. 

The  decade  from  1870  to  1880  was  a  nota- 
ble one  for  the  city,  not  only  for  the  great 
advance  in  manufacturing,  wealth  and  popu- 
lation, the  construction  of  tlie  water  works, 
the  custom  house,  the  New  Bedford  rail- 
road, the  Slade's  Ferry  bridge,  the  widening 
and  improvement  of  streets,  the  erection  of 
new  public  buildings  for  school,  fire  and  po- 
lice purposes,  and  the  real  beginning  of 
sewer  work — matters  in  most  instances  de- 
.scril)ed  at  length  eLsewhere — but  also  for 
toss  favoring  occurrences,  the  strikes  of  1.8T0, 
1875 — i)erha|»s  better  known  as  '"The  Vaca- 
tion"— and  1879.  There  had  also  been  the 
dull  times  'beginning  lale  in  1871!,  and  what 
was  far  more  disastrous  for  this  community. 


the  financial  irregularities  that  came  to  liglit. 
in  1878  and  lH't'J,  and  that  caused  scores  of 
bankruptcies  and  brought  many  residents 
who  had  Ijeen  in  prosperous  circunistanceo 
down  to  straitened  conditions. 

At  least  two  of  the  local  savings  banks,  tlie 
Union  and  the  Fall  River,  were  restrained 
from  paying  nujre  than  ten  per  cent  on  de- 
posits v.'iHiin  six  months,  and  suspended  divi- 
dends lor  a  time,  while  their  deposit  books 
sold  as  low  as  70  cents  on  a  dollar.  The 
credit  of  other  manufacturing  corporations 
suffered  a  se\ere  IjIow  U'oin  the  general  sus- 
l)icion  that  had  been  aroused. 

Some  events  of  minor  interest  at  th's 
pei-iod  recordeil  in  a  memorandum  Ijook  kept 
by  one  of  the  old  residents  are  worth.y  ut 
note:  September  8,  18(J9,  occurred  a  storm 
which  blew  down  the  Central  Church  spire. 
Chimneys  and  trees,  and  drove  several  ves- 
sels ashore;  November  21,  187o,  the  city 
clock  was  first  illuminated;  .lune  27,  1874, 
steamer  Richard  Borden  arrived  here,  and 
made  an  excursion  to  Block  Island  Ju'v  1; 
the  beacon  was  first  lighteil  Octolier  1,  1881, 
on  Borden  Flats,  "which  there  is  no  one  in 
P"'all  River  ever  heard  of  that  name  previous 
to  this  light  being  built."  Remarkably  heavy 
rainfalls  took  place  August  9,  1874,  October 
15,  1877,  and  February  12,  1880. 

The  opening  of  the  new  Post  Office  Build 
ing  in  l.S7(;  mal;es  tlie  insertion  of  a  sketch 
of  the  local  postal  service  at  this  time  apiir  )- 
priate: 

The  first  Post  Office  in  this  city  was  estab- 
lished in  1811,  with  Charles  Pittman,  post- 
master. Two  years  later  the  office  was  re- 
moved to  Steep  Brook,  then  of  greater  im- 
portance than  the  village  of  Fall  River,  but 
was  re-established  at  Fall  River  in  181G.  The 
oHice  has  been  successively  situated  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Bedford 
streets,  the  City  Hall,  the  corner  of  Pleasant 
and  South  .Main,  and  the  'present  Custom 
House  building.  The  ♦free  delivery  system 
was  inaugurated  July  1,  1SU3.  The  postmas- 
ters have  been:  Abraham  Bowen,  1810-24; 
James  G.  Bowen,  lS24-;il;  Benjamin  An- 
thony, 18;Jl-;!0;  Caleb  B.  Vickery,  1830-49; 
James  Ford,  1849-5:;;  James  .M.  Morton,  185;;- 
57;  Ebenezer  Slocum,  1857-01;  Edwin  Shaw, 
1801-75;  Chester  W.  Greene,  1875-81  ;  William 
S.  Greene,  1881-85;  Nicholas  Hatheway,  1885- 
89;  John  Whitehead,  1889-94;  Onuiel  IV  Sul- 
livan, 1894-9!S;  William  S.  Greene  (appointed 
April  1,  189S,  4)Uf  soon  resigned  to  take  his 
seat  in  Congress);  George  A.  B;illard,  r898  lu 
the  present  time. 
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The  Custom  Houae  located  In  the  same 
building,  was  established  here  in  1834,  hav- 
ing been  transferred  from  Dighton,  which 
had  been  the  port  of  entry  for  this  district 
since  the  forming  of  the  Federal  government. 
Various  rented  rooms  wtre  used  for  oflices 
until  about  1S75,  when  the  increased  busi- 
ness of  both  the  Custom  House  and  Post  Of- 
fice made  better  quarters  imperative.  Con- 
struction of  the  present  building  was  begun 
in  Sei)tember,  1875,  and  in  June,  1S80,  it  was 
sufficiently  completed  to  allow  the  custom 
office  to  be  moved  to  its  new  home.  The 
Post  Office  was  removed  to  the  new  building 
a  few  months  later.  The  total  cost  iwas 
$518,000,  of  which  $132,000  was  for  lau'l. 

In  aggregate  tonnage  of  vessels  enrolled. 
Fall  River  is  seventh  among  the  ports  on  the 
Atlantic  Coast,  and  is  excelled  only  by  New 
York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Perth 
Amboy  and  Bath.  In  steamers  alone  she 
stands  sixth,  but  falls  behind  in  sailing  ves- 
sels. This  port,  according  to  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Navigation, 
has  71  sailing  vessels  of  51,023  tons,  30  steam 
vessels  of  33,147  tons,  and  five  barges  of  1,3()G 
tons,  a  total  enrollment  of  SG,07G  tons.  The 
census  of  1905  showed  1,417,533  tons  of 
freight  and  355,873  passengers  carried  during 
the  last  fiscal  year. 

The  collectoi-s  of  customs  have  been:  P. 
W.  Leland,  1834-42;  Charles  J.  Holmes, 
1842-45;    P.    W.    Leland,    1845-49;  Samuel 


L.  Thaxter,  1849-53;  P.  W.  Leland,  1853- 
Gl;  Charles  Almy,  18G1-G5;  James  Brady, 
18G5-95;  John  Desmond,  1S95-1900;  James 
Brady,  19(i0  to  the  present  time. 

Slade's  Ferry  bridge  was  opened  to 
the  public  January  4,  187G,  when  John  S. 
Brayton  and  his  son,  John  S.  Bray- 
ton,  Jr.,  were  the  first  persons  to  drive 
across.  It  had  been  authorized  by  the  Leg- 
islature May  2,  1872,  and  was  begun  October 
8,  1874.  It  was  completed  except  for  the 
approaches  Noveniiber  9,  1875,  'When  it  was 
tested  by  running  300  tons  of  stone  upon  it. 
U  is  20  feet  wide  and  955  feet  in  length,  and 
rests  on  six  piers  made  of  pneumatic  tubes, 
built  on  a  solid  stratum  3U  to  35  feet  below 
the  level  of  the  water.  During  lis  construe- 
tion  five  'Uie^n  were  killed  by  the  bursting  of 
the  air  chamber  of  an  engine,  December  4, 
1874.  The  trains  began  running  regularly 
over  it  Monday,  December  G,  1875,  the  ferry- 
boat Oriole  having  made  her  last  trip  the 
previous  Saturday.  The  first  electric  car 
crossed  'the  bridge  September  4,  1897.  The 
total  cost  of  construction  was  $305,414.82,  of 
which  the  county  paid  $41,301.20,  the  City  of 
Fall  River  $20,000;  Somerset  $5,200;  Swan- 
sea $3,200,  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company  $229,083.02.  The  cost  of  main- 
tenance of  the  highway  part  of  the  structure 
was  apportioned  as  follows:  Fall  River,  74 
per  cent;  ScHiiCirset,  15;  Swansea,  11. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


PROGRESS  SINCE  J880 


Population  More  Than  Doubles.     Continued  Mill  Building.     Public  Improvements 
and  New  City  Charter 


Since  18S0  the  city  has  grown  rapidly  in 
wealth  and  population,  more  than  doubling 
the  valuation  in  the  quarter  century,  while 
the  numl)ifr  of  inhal)itants  has  jumped  from 
47,883  to  ]  1(1,0(10,  a  gain  of  loO  per  cent.,  with 
an  average  \early  inci'ea.se  of  2,-100  souls. 
Mill  building  has  gone  on  without  serious  in- 
terruption, and  Willi  a  marked  tendency 
toward  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  fine 
goods,  while  various  other  large  industries 
iiave  been  started  and  flourished.  Streets 
iind  sewers  have  l)een  greatly  improved,  the 
Kchools  have  reached  a  much  higher  effi- 
ciency, a  modern  city  charter  has  been 
adopted,  the  purity  of  the  water  supply  pro 
tected  and  fhe  parks  greatly  improved.  The 
City  Hall  has  ix-i  n  burned  and  remodelleil. 


FdU  River  Hospital 


the  Armory,  Ptiblic  Library,  Court  Housl', 
textile  school  and  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  high 
school,  as  well  as  many  modern  grammar 
school  ^buildings  erected,  and  the  grade  cross- 
ings abolished. 

Semi-public  institufions  have  flourished 
and  the  Children's  Home,  the  Boys'  Club,  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Ste.  Anne's  Hospital  and  the 
Home  for  the  Aged  have  occupied  new  and 
commodious  quarters.  Numerous  churches, 
hospitals,  orphanages  and  business  blocks, 
have  been  erected  and  combined  to  make 


the  present  city  a  far  l)etter  one  than  the 
Fall  River  of  1880. 

William  S.  Oreene  was  the  Mayor  in  3  880 
and  .1881,  but  was  appointed  postmaster  in 
ilie  latter  year,  and  Unhert  Heury_waS  elect 
eil  to  fill  out  his  term.  During  Mayor 
Greene's  first  year  in  office,  the  first  paving 
was  laid — a  small  section  at  the  corner  of 
South  Main  and  Pleasant  streets;  $(;i.r)00 
was  expended  on  highways  and  the  erection 
of  the  city  stables  begun.  A  draft  of  a  new 
city  charter,  which  had  been  urged  for  years, 
was  made  and  forwarded  to  the  Legislature, 
l)ut  opposition  developed  anil  the  matter  was 
dropped.  The  oflice  of  city  engineer  was 
estaljlished,  and  I'liilip  D.  Borden,  the  pres- 
ent incimibent,  appointed  March  7,  1881,  hav- 
ing been  in  the  city's  service  since  187;i.  New- 
school  ibuildings  were  erected  on  Stafford 
Road  and  Locust  streets  in  1881,  and  lu^arly 
two  miles  of  curbing  laid. 

Henry  K.  Braley,  now  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  was  the  head  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  1882  and  18S3.  In  his  first  year 
Rock  street  was  opened  from  Prospect  to 
French,  South  IMain  paved  from  Pleasant  to 
.Morgan,  and  nearly  a  mile  of  sewers  built, 
including  one  in  Pleasant  street  from 
Twelfth  to  the  Merchants  mill.  In  his  sec- 
ond term,  1883,  electric  street  lighting  was 
l)egiin,  street  and  sewer  york  continued,  in- 
cluding the  paving  of  North  Main  from  Cen- 
tral to  Iwocust,  and  the  Xortli  Park  set  aside 
for  park  purposes. 

Hon.  Milton  Reed,  who  was  the  city's  Chief 
Executive  the  following  year,  ISSL  continued 
the  paving  of  North  Main  from  Locust  to 
Cedar,  and  Franklin  from  North  Main  to 
Winter.  The  numlier  of  electric  lights  was 
increased  to  22,  and  three  new  schools,  each 
of  four  rooms,  erected  on  Covel  and  Brownell 
streets  and  Mount  Hope  avenue. 

John  W.  Cummings  was  elected  Mayor  in 
1885,  succeeded  by  William  S.  Greene  in 
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l  .s.stl  mill  rcl  III  iicil  U)  Uic  .Mayor's  chair  in 
I.SNT  and  KS.SS.  Dining  this  liinu  Ciiy  Jlall 
was  liiiriic'd,  wiih  licavy  loss,  ami  recon- 
si  riifl  I'll,  HdlliM'il  sirriM  iiavt'il  (jasiorly  troni 
Alain,  in  l.SMi;  I  he  lirsi,  police  nialrons  ap- 
|ii)inU'(l,  ill  INNT,  anil  Sonlh  Alain  strecl 
wiili'UtMl  Id  (ill  ici'i,  li-oni  l^ocasset  to  Ana- 
wan.  I.,arge  anionnis  were  also  expended  oa 
ilii'  extension  ot  sewers,  including  $1T4,:!7S  in 
ISN.')  alone,  .lames  F.  Jackson  succeeded  Mr. 
(.'nmminss  in  IS.sy  and  IS'.Ki,  and  under  his 
ailministrati(ja  ihe  ijolice  signal  sjstem  was 
eslal)lislied,  I'leasani  street  paved  from  Sec- 
ond to  Tenth;  the  Third  strd?!  brid.lie  con- 
si  nicted;  a  Board  id  C)verseers  of  the  Poor 
est alilished,  and  an  inspi'ctor  of  idambing  ap- 
pointed. 

Meantime  mill  Imilding  had  gone  on  and 
llio  city's  population  increased  from  47,883  la 
1X70  to  74,!nS  in  180O,  wliile  the  valuation 
had  advanced  from  $39,171,204  to  $.'):!, :!95, 908. 
The  street  i-ailroad  had  been  built  and  nu- 
merous new  corporalions  formed,  including 
the  Barnaby,  Bourne,  Conanicut,  Cornell, 
llargraves,  Laurel  l^ake,  Seaconnet,  .Massa- 
M)it,  Globe  Yarn  and  Iverr  Threail. 

The  first  of  the  great  mills  of  the  Fall 
Iliver  Iron  AVorka  had  been  built  in  1889,  the 
Morder  City  ^Manufacturing  Company  had 
Iniilt  a  third  mill,  the  Richard  Borden  a  sec- 
ond and  the  Wampanoag  a  large  weave  shed. 
Tile  imposing  high  school  building  had  been 
erected  and  dedicated  to  its  noble  purpose. 

Dr.  .lohn  \V.  Coughlin  became  ^layor  in 
LS91  and  served  four  years.  In  his  first  lerm 
Ihe  lire  district  ordinance  was  amended; 
$l(i(),(Hil»  expended  on  highways,  including 
iai'ge  sums  for  macadamizing,  $25,000  on  pav- 
ing and  $.')(), 000  on  sewers.  The  next  year — 
1892— the  highways  received  $141,927,  Rod- 
man street  was  paved  from  South  Main 
to  Second,  Davol  and  Pleasant  from  Four- 
teenth to  Staffoi'd  Stpiare.  The  police  force 
was  also  largely  increased.  Further  paving 
was  done  in  Dav(jl  street  in  189;!,  the  Davol 
and  Osborn  schools  completed  and  a  num- 
1h  r  of  other  school  buildings  enlarged  during 
ills  administration.  The  new  city  hospital 
was  opened  .July  1,  1891,  and  a  city  dispen- 
sary established  on  November  ?,0.  High- 
ways, paving  and  sewers  continued  to  receive 
generous  attention. 

William  S.  Greene,  who  had  already  been 
thrice  elected  mayor,  returned  for  a  fourth 
lerm  in  1895  and  was  in  office  till  1S9S.  In 
his  first  year,  1895,  the  public  library  and 
the  armory  b\iildings  were  authorized,  the 
placing  of  wires  underground  in  the  center 


of  tlie  ciLy  begun,  and  tile  sale  of  six  street 
car  tickets  for  cents  secured  from  Ihe 
sireei  railroad  as  a  condition  on  wliich  it  was 
allowed  to  cross  Slade's  Ferry  bridge.  This 
period  w;is  also  iioiable  for  the  opening  of 
Diirfee  from  I'iiie  to  Criiiral  and  of  Hank 
from  -North  Alain  to  (ireeii.  Trie  ihouses 
were  renumbered,  Ihe  Coughlin  and  William 
Connell  schools  built  and  a  reservoir  com- 
missiion  establisheil  to  protect:  the  purit.\'  of 
tlie  water  sup|d\.  $l4(i,0<)()  was  appropri- 
ated fur  highways,  $i;5,(i(Hi  for  ])aving  and 
$85,00(1  for  sewers.  In  1898  highways  re- 
ceived $i:;i,5ii;;,  and  sewers  $171,50(1.  The 
new  police  buildin.g  on  Granite  street  was 
occupied,  allowing  a  renovation  of  the  old 
Ctntial  station.  In  1N97  a  main  sewei'  wa  = 
Iniili,  in  Ghjbe  street  and  seven  miles  vl 
macadam  constructed,  including  a  long 
stretch  on  Highland  avenue.  Amos  M.  Jack- 
son, mayor  in  1898  and  1899,  and  .lohn  H. 
Abbott  in  1900  and  1901,  pushed  forward 
similar  imblic  wi.irks  along  all  lines.  'J'iiey 
were  particularly  active  in  urging  the 
greatly-needed  aliolition  of  the  grade  cross- 
in.gs,  antl  tludr  efforts  were  rewarded  by 
the  filing  of  tlie  commissioner's  repoit  on 
.January  1,  1902.  Tlie  movement  for  this 
w<jrk  had  been  started  under  the  admini.slra- 
tion  of  Mayor  Greene,  who  spared  no  iiaius 
in  working  for  it. 

.Meantime  mill  building  had  gone  on 
steadily,  and  with  it  the  population  had  ad- 
vanced from  74,918  in  1890  to  89,20:'.  in  1S95 
and  to  104. 8(1;!  in  1900.  In  the  same  time  the 
valuation  had  increased  from  $5:5,395,908  in 
1890  to  $(15, 2:18,178  in  1895  and  $7:'.. 51  I, CI  4 
in  1900.  Three  more  mills  had  been  built  by 
the  Iron  Works  Co.  in  1892,  189:5  and  1895. 
The  Stevens  Mfg.  Co.  had  been  organized 
in  1S92,  the  Sanford  Spinning  in  1891,  the 
Parker  in  1894  and  the  Arkwrighf  in  1897, 
and  existing  cori)orallons  had  made  large 
additions  to  their  plants.  The  GranitJ,  Te- 
cumseh,  Hargraves  and  Ri^ard  Borden  had 
built  new  mills,  and  the  King  Philip,  Chace, 
Shove,  Seaconnet,  Laurel  Lake,  Narragan- 
si'ft,  Stafford,  Hargraves  and  Barnard  had 
either  extended  existing  buildings  or  erected 
large  weave  sheds.  The  end  of  the  century 
saw  3,042,472  spindles  in  operation  here, 
nearly  a  million  more  than  a  decade  before. 
The  Algonquin  Print  Works  had  also  ibeen 
successfully  established  and  the  hat  making 
industry,  begun  in  a  small  way  in  1887,  had 
grown  to  large  diinens'ions. 

In  si)ite  of  business  depressions  and  labor 
troubles  the  number  of  inhabitants  had  in- 
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creased  20  per  cent,  during  the  decade,  and 
in  many  other  ways  the  city  had  iirugressed. 
pyleciric  street  car  service  had  been  install- 
ed, lines  built  to  Tatinion,  New  Bedford  and 
Newport  and  iliri'f  liandsonie  public  build- 
ings erected,  I  lu-  cuuri  lujuse,  libi  ai  y  am' 
armory.  TJie  Boys'  Clui)  and  the  Home  For 
-A.^ed  People  liad  movi'd  inio  new  and  co.:i- 
modious  (piarteis  and  new  idiurches  and  so- 
ciety buildings  liad  n.sen  in  vi:ious  sectjons. 

On  August  -1,  1S;)2,  tlie  city  had  been 
sliocked  by  the  news  iluu  Andrew  .1.  Borden, 
an  aged  and  wealtliy  citizen,  and  his  wife, 
had  ibeen  found  murdered  during  the  fore- 
noon in  their  liunie  on  Second  street  near 
the  center  of  the  community.  The  promi- 
nence of  the  parlies  and  the  mystery  that 
surrounded  their  deatli  caused  widespread 
alarm,  and  subsequent  developments  made 
I  he  case  one  of  tlie  most  notable  of  its  lime 
and  gave  ilie  cit.\-  an  undesired  notoriety. 
The  inquest  was  liegun  August  8,  and  three 
days  later,  Li/.zie  A.  Borden,  a  daughter  by 
a  former  wife,  was  arrested,  charged  with 
I  lie  murder.  She  was  arraigned  August  12 
and  her  case  continued  to  Aug.  22,  whe-i  it 
was  again  adjourned  till  the  25ih.  The  hear- 
ing was  concluded  Sept.  ],  and  ihe  prisoner 
remanded  to  Tauntor.  jail  to  await  the  ac- 
tion of  the  grand  jury.  That  body  begar  its 
investigation  at  Taunton,  Nov.  3  5,  and  ad- 
journed six  days  laier,  without  reporting,  to 
Dec.  1,  when  it  voted  on  the  matter  and  om 
tlie  following  day  returned  three  indict- 
ments against  Lizzie  A.  Borden  for  murder. 
She  was  arraigned  in  New  Bedford  May  S, 
and  the  trial  begun  in  that  city  on  June  5. 
It  was  concluded  June  2(i,  when  the  jury, 
after  being  out  a  little  over  an  hour,  returned 
a  verdict  of  not  guilty.  District  Attorney 
Knowlton  and  William  l-I.  Aloody,  now  a 
member  of  the  President's  cabinet,  conduct- 
ed the  prosecution,  and  Ex-Gov.  Robinson, 
Andrew  J.  Jennings  and  Arthur  S.  Phillips 
the  defense. 

George  Grime  was  mayor  from  1902  to 
1904,  inclusive,  and  under  his  administration 
marked  improvements  were  made.  iMost  of 
the  grade  crossing  work  was  accomplished 
during  this  •jieriod,  a  park  commission  estab- 
lished and  the  South  and  Ruggles  parks 
greatly  improved  from  the  proceeds  of  spe- 
cial loans.  Electric  street  car  sprinkling 
was  liegun,  in  1902,  a  franchise  granted  for 
the  carrying  of  freight  on  the  Dartmouth  & 
Westport  Street  Railway  and  the  city's  in- 
terests cared  for  in  numerous  hearings  on 
the  proposed  n^w  l)ri>ige  across  the  Taunton 


river.  Highway  and  sewer  work  was  con- 
tinued and  olher  public  improvements  car- 
ried forward. 

A  most  important  change  during  this  ad- 
ministration was  the  adoption  of  a  new  city 
charter  in  19112  to  take  the  phife  of  Ihe  1854 
charter,  which  while  it  had  worked  well  for 
a  community  of  12,000,  had  long  lieen  out- 
grown. Between  1870  and  1900  a  new 
cliarter  had  been  repeatedly  urged  but  with- 
out success,  and  the  only  changes  had  been 
by  amendments  of  the  original  document. 
In  1901,  however,  a  new  charter  along  the 
lines  of  the  present  instrument,  was  drawn 
up  by  a  committee  of  thirty  citizens  repre- 
senting various  political  parties,  occupations 
and  races,  of  which  Simeon  B.  Chase  was 
chairman  and  J.  S.  B.  Clarke  ^..'Creta^y.  It 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session,  with  some  amendmehts,  approved 
May  13,  1902,  and  accepted  by  the  vote's  of 
this  city  at  the  state  electlo-i  Nov.  4,  1902. 
l)y  a  vote  of  G,S';r;  to  ;;,GS9.  It  went  into 
effect  at  Ihe  beginning  of  the  municipal  year 
the  following  January  with  George  Grime, 
who  had  already  served  one  term,  tlie  first 
mayor  under  the  new  instrument. 

The  most  important  change  was  toe 
abolishing  of  the  double  form  of  govern- 
ment, with  aid'.riheu  and  co:)'mon  coa.icil, 
and  the  giving  of  their  powers  to  a  new 
board  of  27  aldermen,  three  from  each  ward, 
two  to  be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  ward 
and  one  by  all  the  voters  of  the  city.  The 
terms  of  the  aldermen,  like  that  of  the 
mayor,  were  made  two  years  instead  of  one, 
and  provision  was  made  for  the  election  of 
a  part  of  the  board  each  year.  The  mayor 
was  relieved  from  presiding  at  the  meetings 
of  the  aldermen  and  was  made  strictly  an 
executive  officer,  with  control  over  the  vari- 
ous city  departments,  except  the  schools  and 
police.  A  fire  commission  was  established 
and  practically  all  the  city  officials  were  to 
be  nominated  by  the  mayor  and  approved  by 
the  aldermen.  The  terms  of  office  of  4;he 
city  clerk,  auditor,  treasurer,  collector,  super- 
intendent of  buildings,  engineer,  solicitor, 
surveyor  of  highways  and  superintendent  of 
streets  were  made  two  years  each;  of  the 
fire  commi.'-sioners  and  hoard  of  health,  three 
years. 

The  city  suffered  severely  through  the  six 
months'  textile  strike  against  a  reduction  in 
wages  which  began  July  25,  1904,  and  threw 
about  30,000  operatives  into  idleness.  The 
loss  of  wages  and  consequent  depression  in 
trade  here  seriously  affected  the  community, 


40 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


and  tlie  census  of  May,  rj05,  showed  a  de- 
ciL'ase,  tliroiigli  reiiuj\al,  uT  7,(H)it  iiiliabiiants 
(luring  t,hu  year.  The  besi  of  order  was 
iiiainLained  through(Mit  the  struggle.  Since 
llie  end  of  the  dillieully  steady  employ inenl 
iias  l)een  (jtfei'ed,  wages  iiave  been  twice 
advanced,  restoring  the  old  scale,  and  many 
of  those  who  left  I  lie  city  have  retui'ned,  su 
ti.at  a  census  lo-day  should  siiow  at  least 
!<),(, (Id  inhabitants. 

]''our  new  mills  have  been  built  here  since 
I'JdO,  the  IJavis,  Stevens  No.  2,  and  Iron 
Works  Nos.  5  and  7,  the  latter  replacing  the 
old  Anavan,  while  the  No.  G,  the  old  Meta- 
coniet,  has  been  remodelled  and  enlaiged 
and  other  jilants  have  made  consideralile  ad- 
ditions, and  t!ie  Algon(]nin  Printing  Co,  has 
er(!Cled  the  most  important  of  the  several 
buildings  which  compose  its  jilant.  The  Y. 
M.  C;.  A.  building  has  been  completed,  Ste. 
Anne's  ho.spital  and  the  Textile  school  erect- 
ed, the  churches  of  Ste.  Anne's  and  Notre 
Dame  parishes  jiractically  finislied,  and  sev- 
eral modern  business  blocks  erected  about 
the  centre,  incluiling  the  Bennett  and  Dunn 
buildings  and  the  new  liome  of  the  Daily 
(Jlobe.  A  good  amount  of  building  is  now 
under  way,  and  incliules  the  Sacred  Heart 
Acailemy,  Ste.  Anne's  rectcn'y,  the  lai'ge  ad- 
dition to  the  I?oys'  Club,  St.  Mary's  and  St. 
.Joseph's  parochial  schools,  the  storehouse 
of  the  Iron  Works  Co.  and  the  new  power 
plant  of  the  Electric  Light  Co. 

The  Rhode  Island  boundary  line,  which 
had  been  indelinite  on  account  of  its  follow- 
ing for  part  of  its  distance  the  uncertain 
high  water  line  of  South  Watup|)a  and  Saw- 
dy  ponds,  and  the  connecting  streams,  was 
adjusted  on  straight  lines  in  IS'.)!),  following 
a  survey  of  bounilaries  liy  commissioners  ai>- 


})oinled  liy  ihe  two  States.  The  uncertainty 
of  the  line  had  ottered  oppoftunities  for 
lierplexiiig  <liHieiili  ies,  in  case  (jl  a  crime 
near  it,  and  a  straight  line  was  run,  giving 
an  equal  division  of  leirilor.w  On  tlu.' 
Tiverton  line  1  |()  acres  were  talu'ii  by  Massa- 
chiiseits,  wiiich  wi  rc'  annexed  t(j  Fall  lliver 
by  a  legislative  act  in  i'JO'l. 

Tile  abolition  of  the  grade  cr(.)ssings  (ju 
the  main  line  of  the  Old  Colony  railroad 
witliin  tlie  city  limits  and  the  Providence 
branch,  which  had  been  begun  June  2S,  1902, 
was  completed  June  IC,  19(i5,  when  the  via- 
duct connecting  Central  and  Anawan  streets 
was  o'liened  and  the  I'nnd  street  crossing 
closed.  The  petition  of  the  aldermen  for  the 
work  was  signed  July  Ifj,  IXiJl,  and  the  lirst 
hearing  before  the  commissioners  lieui 
April  i;,  1X95.  The  total  cost  to  Jan.  1,  19(Mi, 
which  will  be  materially  increased  when 
I>ayments  for  property  damages  not  yet  ad- 
justed are  made,  was  $1 , -I  i:i, -1:10.1 5,  shared  by 
the  railroad,  state  and  city  in  the  jiroport ion 
of  G5,  25  and  10  per  cent,  respect ivtdj-.  Nine 
crossings  were  abolished,  two  at  Urownell 
street  and  one  each  at  Lindsey  and  Ballard, 
Davol,  Turner,  Danforth,  Ferry,  Pond  and 
\\'ater  streets.  As  a  rule  the  streets  were 
depressed  and  the  tracks  raised  fi'om  noth- 
ing to  eight  feet.  The  Fall  River  station 
was  elevated  eight  feet  to  meet  the  new 
conditions.  The  o\d  Central  street  tnnntd. 
built  when  the  road  was  first  constiMicteil. 
was  torn  down  and  rebuilt  in  enlaiged  form, 
beven  railroad  biidges,  counting  one'  re- 
placed, were  erected,  and  live  higliway 
brid3.es,  including  the  viaduct,  which  is  OUT 
feet  long.  The  work  was  accomplished 
without  the  iulerru|ition  of  train  service, 
and  resulted  in  the  r(.'nioval  of  death-traps 
that  had  alreaih'  cosi  a  number  of  lives. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


MAYOR  JOHN  T.  COUGHLIN'S  ADMINISTRATION 


Board  of  Alderman  1906.     Olher  City  Officials 


Tlie  worii  of  pii'ijaring  this  history  forms  a 
pan  of  the  hisioiy  of  tlie  aiiniiiiistraiioii  of 
Mayor  Joliii  T.  Coiighliii.  Ii  was  thi-oiigh  the 
encoiii-ageiiient  rt'Cfived  from  tlie  Mayor  and 
Alilermc'ii  that  the  compilers  were  eiialjled  lo 
overcome  one  of  the  most  serious  ditliculties 
wliich  confi-onied  iheui  at  tlie  outset  of  their 
iiiKlerlaliinij. 

Jolm  T.  Coughlin  took  oftice  in  January, 
lyuf),  with  a  Board  of  Aldtriuen  largely  op- 
posed to  him  iiolil icall>'.  After  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  new  goveinment,  with  James  Sin- 
clair as  iJi'esidenl,  I'eiatious  Ijetiween  the  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  departments  began 
which  were  in  marked  conti'ast  with  the 
strife  and  bickering  that  prevailed  following 
ine  adoption  of  the  new  charter.  Mayor 
Conghlin  respected  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Ahlernien,  and  the  board  worked  in  har- 
mony with  the  i'^xecntive.  Consultations  and 
conferences  were  frefiuent,  and  at  no  time 
did  differences  arise.  Economy  was  the 
watchword,  anil  there  was  a  strict  observ- 
ance of  the  provisions  of  the  city  charter 
governing  expendiiui'es  and  obligations. 

The  first  year  of  the  administration  was 
withotil  a  notable  incident,  save  for  a  mild 
controversy  over  the  placing  of  poles  in  the 
North  Watuppa  Pond  by  the  Old  Colony 
Kail  way  Company  for  the  purpose  of  conve.v- 
ing  power  from  a  station  in  Quincy  to  the 
lines  in  this  city.  A  lease  had  l)een  entered 
into  by  the  members  of  the  Reservoir  Com- 
mission with  the  company,  becausa  of  the 
obstacles  put  in  the  way  of  the  railway  cor- 
poration by*owner.s  of  private  land.  The 
action  of  the  commission  resulted  in  the  re- 
lieal  of  the  ordinance  by  which  it  was  cre- 
ated and  the  devolution  of  its  powers  upon 
the  .Mayor,  city  engineer  and  Water  Board. 

During  the  year  the  Mayor,  acting  in  be- 
half of  the  city,  solved  a  problem  which  had 
vexed  the  municipality  for  a  number  of 
years.    An  agre(Miient  was  entered  into  with 


the  Old  Colony  Railway  Company  whereby 
the  expense  of  removing  snow  piled  by  plows 
in  streets  occupied  by  rails  sfiould  be  shared 
equally  by  the  city  and  the  company. 

A  review  of  the  Mayor's  life  appears  in  the 
biographical  chapter  of  this  work. 

The  begiuiiin.g  of  the  second  year  of  the 
Conghlin  adniinisi ration  'Was  attended  with 
some  changes  in  the  personnel  of  tlie  Alder- 
men. Fredericlv  Keiulall  gave  way  to  Eu- 
gene E.  Sullivan:  Epliiaim  C.  Niles  to  Wil- 
liam Booth;  J'^reilericl<  .1.  Oagnon  to  James 
H.  Kay;  William  Burgess  to  John  L.  Shea; 
William  Turnei'  to  Charles  Lavoie;  Dr.  Sam- 
uel J.  Kelly  to  Julian  Hanson;  L.  I'"'ranlc 
Malone  to  .lohn  T.  Kenney;  Erank  Patnaude 
to  Archibald  St.  George.  Mr.  Sinclair  was 
continued  as  president.  The  attitude  of  the 
-Mayor  towards  his  associates  in  the  carry- 
ing on  of  the  government  remained  unal- 
tered. Neither  trenched  upon  the  rights  of 
the  other.  In  consequence  theie  was  no 
clashing.  Business  ideas  predominated,  and 
the  hand  of  the  grafter  was  nowhere  visible. 
Altogether  the  two  years  during  which 
jMayor  Conghlin  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
city  have  been  periods  of  progress  and  econ- 
omy, satisfactory  to  the  citizens,  irrespective 
of  party. 

The  present  Board  of  Aldermen  was  made 
up  as  follows:  * 

At  Large — Eugene  E.  Sullivan,  Frederick 
Moore,  Charles  Lavoie,  William  Lomax, 
Julian  'Hanson,  James  T.  Bagshaw,  Alanson 
J.  Abbe,  Orlando  Draper  and  Joseph  Turnei'. 

Prom  Wards — George  Smith,  William 
Booth,  Robert  L.  :Manley,  James  H.  Kay, 
Joseph  O'Regan,  John  L.  Shea,  James  J.  Sul- 
livan, John  T.  Kenney,  Edward  F.  Harrin.g- 
ton,  Cornelius  Kelly,  Silfred  B.  L.  Pouliot, 
Archibald  St.  George,  James  Sinclair,  George 
F.  Johnson,  Frank  S.  Almy,  John  S.  H.  Ean- 
nigan,  William  B.  Ling  and  William  Westell. 


Members  of  Board  of  Aldermen:   First,  Second  and  Third  Wards. 


Firit  Ward  - George  Smith,  William  Booth,  Eugene  E.  Sulliv.Aii. 

Second  Ward    Robert  L.  Manlev,  Frederick  Moore,  James  H.  K.iy. 

Third  Ward— Joseph  O'Reagan,  John  L.  Shea,  CharUs  Lavoie. 


Members  of  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  Fourth,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Wards. 


Fourth  Ward  -Alderm m  at-Large,  William  Lomix, 
FifUi  Ward  -AU^Tiu  ui-at-Large ,  Julian  Hanson, 
Sixth  Ward— Archibald  St.  George, 


James  J.  Sullivan,  John  T.  Kenny. 

Cornelius  Kelly,  Edward  F.  H.irrington. 

James  T.  Bagshaw,  Leonidas  Pcultott. 


Members  of  Board  of  Aldermen:  Seventh,  Eighth  and  Ninth  Wards. 

Seventh  Ward— Hon.  James  Sinclair,  Prest.  AUanson  J.  Abbe,  Vice-Prcst.  GtorRC  T,  Johnson. 

Eighth  Ward— Orlando  Draper,  Frank  S.  Almy,  John  H.  S.  Lannigan. 

Ninth  Ward— Joseph  Turner,  William  Westell,  William  B.  Ling. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


FALL  RIVER  TO-DAY 


It.  Attractive  Situation  and  Advantages      R  ■  o 

Fine  ^JTo'r^  sX'^°^^^" 


Kali  River  tu-day  is  a  thriving  community 
,000  ,...,,  inau.triou.  ana  energetic: 
tlie  luture   wiili  confidence  in  the 
™ter  day.  that  are  to  con)o.    It  is  mo.t  at- 
i^iu,  e  y  situated  on  granite-ribbed  hilis  on 
'1'^'  ^'asterly  sho.es  of  Mt.   Hope  Bay  an 
ann  ot  Narragansett  Bay.  but  .0  n.i.es  t'ron 
open  sea,  and  is  blessed  with  mild  win- 
ters  and   cool    breezes   in   summer,  while 

annL  h'T'"'"'^  of  rich 

laun.ng  lands,  interspersed  with  rivers  is 
-'"^ol^le-l  to  refresh  the  eye.  and  in  the  di 
-ce  Mt.  Hope,  the  hon.e  of  King  .inU  , 
'0  Indian  chieftain,  rises  in  silent  majestv 
Had  1  not  been  a  manufacturing  community,' 
I  all  Kiver  might  have  become  one  of  the 
».o«t  popular  summer  resorts  on  the  Atlantic 

.  :  ,  "'^'^'3'  -'lowed  it  With 

Diautitul  surrwundings. 

The  water  power  that  is  developed  by  the 

i^uwever,  early  turned  the  minds  of  its  citi- 
^ens  to  Us  value  in  the  production  of  wealth 
an'  one  after  another  great  mills  have  risen' 
.t  on  the  river  and  then  in  other  sections 
'"    now  the  city  is  the  foremost  center  of 

oir""'''^"""^^'^  ''''  new  .world.  With 
0...OO.OUO  spindles,  employing  35,000  hamls 
aiKl  using  annually  more  than  400,000  bales 
ot  cotton.    These  factories  represent  an  in- 
vestment of  ?  10,000,000  at  a  moderate  esti- 
"'ate.  and  are  very  largely  owned  by  thou- 
«a".ls  of  stockholders  resident  in  the  city 
"ley  produce  a  billion  yards  of  cloth  in  a 
year,  or  nearly  I.-),,,,  miles  for  every  working 
"a>.  AMth  a  product  ranging  from  the  coars- 
est cotton  go«ds,  such  as  shoe  linings,  to 
"'e   hnest   lawns   and   ginghams,    with  a 
'"arked  tendency  toward  the  finer  goods  that 
S'-owing  stronger  each  year.    The  city 
a  «o  haH  extensive  plants  for  the  production 
<"   -Marseilles  quilts,  c.unforters,  cotton  for 
-.ngical  use  and  scores  of  olher  purposes. 
\\ith  the  mills  for  manufacturing  cotton 


e    hi''      r^'"  '^^ta'-'i^lnuents  for 

^  u  1  -nailer  industries 

0  supp  y  the  needs  of  the  factories.  There 
liave  also  grown   im   in,.„  .     ,         •  '""-le 

"1'  'arge   jilants   lur  Hip 

''--nufactu"^j;:L,.r:;;;::::'^.-: 
Z      f iarge";;j;j;^::^ 

it>  s  population  is  cosmopolitan  and 

1  people  quick  to  learn  new  duties  ,0 
\\liich  they  may  be  called 

Of  .ocds  by  water  are  offered  through  th. 
afe  and  broa.l  harbor,  deep  enough  l^.r  he 
aige  vessels.    Three  lines  to  New  York 
lamous  Pall  River  Line  of  the  New  Yo  k 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Compai 
'e  more  recent  Enterprise  Transportatio  i 
on.pan.v  and  the  ,,oy  Steamship  Une,  Z 
n>^l.  chuly  communication  with  the  metropo- 
Comnf  "'""T  T'-an.si.«.-tation 

and  the  u"   "'  '"^^  Providence 

and  the  ;\  ..isor  Line  ships  sail  three  times 
a  week  to  Philadelphia.  Fall  River  i  a 
;;-t  Of  entry,  and  in  point  of  tonnage  r  gi^ 

c™" - 

Its  railroa.l  facilities  are  excellent,  .with 

ines'lr.'f  ^.?'"'  ^""^''^"'•'^"".V  situated  and 
»ie.  ot  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  now  leased 
.V   he  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartt;: 
■  afl.ating  ,n  tour  directions,  with  frequent  an,l 
comfortable  trains.    The  Providence  line  tia 
een  e,u,p.ped  with  electricity,  and  trains  on 
that  roa„  are  run  practically  every  half  hour 
he  grade  crossings  on  the  main  line 
wi    .n  the  City  limits  have  heen  abolished 
I-^  ectnc  street  cars  run  to  all  sections  of  th-^ 
e.t.v.  w-ith  six  tickets  for  25  cents,  and  a  gen- 
era  transfer  system.    Lines  have  also  been 
t  to  P,ovidence,  Taunton,  New  iiedlord 
'"HI  Newport,  and  on  two  of  Lhese-those  to 
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Providence  and  New  Bedford — an  electric 
freiglit  service  has  been  inaugurated. 

The  city  has  luS  miles  of  public  streets, 
many  of  Ihcni  paved  and  nuicadamiy.ed,  large 
and  ellicient  fire  and  police  departments  and 
(III  miles  of  sewers.  Its  schools  are  of  the 
iiigh  standard  re(iuired  in  all  Massachusetts 
municipalities,  with  modern  and  adequate 
buildings  and  competent  teachers.  A  splen- 
didly quipped  lexlile  school  has  been  erecteil 
and  has  a  growing  attendance.  The  public 
liljrary  has  70,000  volumes  and  is  housed  in 
a  new  and  convenient  structure.  An  excel- 
lent beginning  has  been  made  in  the  de- 
velopment of  a  park  system,  which  now  Com- 
prises 100  acres.  Pure  water  in  abundance 
is  supplied  from  a  lake  running  parallel  to 
the  bay  two  miles  from  the  shore.  The  valu- 
ation of  the  city,  IMay  1,  1905,  was  $S1,754,- 
L'17.  The  lax  rate  that  year  was  $1S.S0  a 
thousand.  The  total  area  of  the  municipality 
is  41  square  miles,  with  an  extreme  length  of 
11  and  extreme  width  of  7^/^  miles.  It  is  the 
fourth  city  in  the  Commonwealth  in  area,  the 
sixth  in  valuation  and  the  third  in  popula- 
tion. 

Four  nati(Mial  banks,  a  trust  company,  four 
savings  banks,  and  the  same  number  of  co- 
oiieratlve  banks  furnish  facilitie's  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  while  hotels,  clubs, 
lodges,  churches  and  iheatres  supply  other 
needs.  There  is  a  large  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  with  a  new  and  well 
eipiipped  home,  a  model  Boys'  Club,  a  Home 
for  the  Aged  and  various  hospitals  and  or- 
phanages. Three  daily  newspapers  are  pub- 
lished here  in  the  English  language  and 
one  in  French. 

While  the  population  is  to  a  large  extent 
that  usually  found  in  manufacturing  centres, 
the  character  of  tlie  I'esidences  is  better 
than  what  is  commonly  expected.  The  mill 
blocks  for  the  opei-atives  are  no  longer  built 
and  those  already  standing  are  giving  way 
to  more  comfortable  and  attractive  dwell- 
ings. The  number  of  citizens  of  moderate 
means  is  large  and  constantly  increasing, 
though  with  but  few  rich  citii;ens,  and  with- 
in the  last  quarter  century  hundreds  of  dwell- 
ings that  would  be  a  credit  to  any  commu- 
nity have  been  erected  and  whole  sections 
of  the  city  have  put  on  an  air  of  prosperity 
and  comfort  that  is  a  continual  surprise  to 
visitors  who  have  si  en  but  one  side  of  the 
life  here.  This,  wiih  I  he  healthfiil  and  at- 
tractive situation,  the  pleasant  drives,  the 
improvement  in  the  stores  and  the  easy 
means  of  access  to  larger  cities,  is  making 


Fall  River  each  year  more  and  more  a  resi- 
dential city. 

The  marvellous  growth  of  the  city  since 
the  civil  war,  from  17,000  to  110,000,  a  gain 
of,  I'oughly,  550  iier  cent,  in  lo  years,  has 
not  until  I'ecenl  years  allowed  the  develoi)- 
ment  along  some  lines  to  as  full  a  degree  as 
desired.  Large  expenditures  for  schools, 
sewers,  water  works  and  lire  and  police  de- 
partments have  been  absolutely  necessary, 
and  other  public  works,  though  they  have 
received  attention,  have  not  been  carried  for- 
ward so  rapidly  as  could  be  wished.  Within 
the  last  few  years  these  have  'been  enabled 
to  be  pushed  with  more  vigor,  and  paries, 
streets  and  sidewalks  are  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  be  brought  to  a  higher  standai'd. 

The  community  has  suffered  severely 
thi'ough  labor  troubles  and  dei)ressions  in  its 
chief  industry,  but  has  met  these  bravely 
and  has  risen  from  each  stronger  than  be- 
foi-e.  The  spirit  of  the  men  who  have  made 
I'^all  River  what  it  is  still  lives,  in  unabaieil 
vigor,  and  can  be  trusted  to  carry  the  city 
steadily  on  to  greater  and  greater  prosperity. 
A  population  of  150,000  fifteen  years  hence 
is  not  loo  much  to  expect;  it  is  practically 
no  larger  gain  in  residents  than  has  been 
made  during  the  fifteen  years  just  i)ast. 
Every  one  who  has  the  community's  inter- 
ests at  heart  confidently  believes  that  the 
best  is  yet  to  be  and  will  do  his  utmost  to 
bring  it  to  pass. 

The  excellent  water  works  system  is  just- 
ly one  of  the  sources  of  pride  on  the  i)art  of 
the  citizens.  The  source  of  supply  is  the 
beautiful  North  Watuppa  Lake,  within  two 
miles  of  the  centre  of  the  city,  with  an  area 
of  2.S21  square  miles,  at  an  elevation  al)ove 
tide  'water  of  ]-"J.I2  feet  and  a  watershed 
of  S.02u  s(]uare  miles.  The  water  is  re- 
markably pure,  and  in  recent  years  steps 
have  been  taken  to  preserve  it  from  contami- 
nation by  the  purchase  of  land  surroumling 
the  pond.  The  lake  is  fed  almost  entirely 
from  its  watershed  and  small  streams  which 
collect  the  water  from  the  surrounding  hills. 

The  North-  Watuppa  will  undoubtedly 
ftu-nish  an  adequate  supi'ly  for  years  lo 
come,  hnt  if  with  the  growth  of  the  city  an 
additional  source  is  needed,  the  adjoining 
South  Watui)pa  can  be  drawn  upon.  The 
two  lakes,  separated  by  a  dam  at  the  Nar- 
rows, are  7  2-o  miles  in  length,  with  an 
average  width  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
and  a  total  watersheil  of  27.51  stpiare  miles. 
They  are  capable  of  furnishing  a  daily  water 
supply  of  u5, 000, 000  gallons,  or  about  eight 
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times  the  average  daily  amount  pumped  in 
1905,  while  the  North  Pond  alone  will  fur- 
nish nearly  three  times  the  present  con- 
sumption. Other  ponds  farther  south  are 
also  available  if  a  greater  supply  should  ibe- 
conie  desirable.  All  have  their  outlet  in  the 
Quequechan  River,  running  through  the  cen- 
tre of  the  city  to  the  bay,  which  furnished 
the  water  pijvver  used  by  the  early  mills  and 
still  runs  some  water  wheels  in  addition  to 
supplying  a  large  amount  of  water  for  the 
boilers  of  various  factories  and  the  use  of 
the  American  Printing  Company. 

The  water  works  were  built  in  1873  to  re- 
place the  wells  which  were  in  general  use 
throughout  the  city,  and  especially  in  the 
more  densely  populated  section,  as  well  as  to 
provide  more  adequate  facilities  for  fighting 
fire.  An  analysis  of  the  water  of  the  lake 
had  been  made  in  1870,  which  showed  that  it 
was  unusually  pure,  with  only  1.80  grains  of 
solid  anatter  to  the  gallon.  The  first  board 
of  water  commissioners,  consisting  of  Philip 
D.  Borden,  William  Lindsey  and  Joseph  A. 
Bowen,  was  elected  by  the  city  in  the  spring 
of  1871,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
work  was  begun  upon  a  road  which  it  was 
necessary  to  construct  for  nearly  a  mile  and 
a  half  to  give  access  to  the  site  selected  for 
a  pumping  station  at  the  easterly  end  of 
Bedford  street.  The  foundations  for  the 
engine-house,  boiler-house  and  coal-house 
were  bunt  in  1872,  and  the  superstructure 
completed  the  following  year,  of  granite 
quarried  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  A  gran- 
ite tower,  containing  two  standpipes,  one  for 
low-service,  48  feet  above  the  highest  point 
of  the  main  pipe,  and  one  for  high  service,  88 
feet  above  the  top  of  the  high  pressure  pipe, 
was  also  erected.  It  has  a  base  21  feet 
square  and  a  total  lieight  of  121  feet.  A  bal- 
cony on  the  outside  of  the  structure,  at  a 
height  of  72  feet  above  the  base  and  324  feet 
above  sea  level,  gives  a  commanding  view 
of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  first  engine  was  built  in  1873  by  the 
Boston  Machine  Company  and  pumped  the 
first  water  through  the  ipipes  to  the  city  in 
December,  though  not  for  general  use  till  Jan- 
uary 8,  1&74,  taking  its  supply  from  the  gate 
house  in  the  pond,  225  feet  from  shore  and 
ten  feet  below  high  water  mark.  Other  en- 
gines have  since  been  added,  so  that  the 
station  now  lias  five  running  divisions  avail- 
able-, with  a  capacity  of  18,000,000  gallons  in 
24  hours,  divided  among  the  three  pumps,  as 
follows:  The  Worthington,  built  in  1875, 
a  5,000,000  engine;  the  Davidson,  No.  1,  con- 


structed in  1883,  of  5,000,000  capacity,  which 
consists  of  two  2,500,000  engines,  and  the  No 
2  Davidson,  dating  from  1895,  which  can 
also  be  run  in  halves,  witli  a  united  capacity 
of  8,000,000  gallons.  All  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  are  run  by  four  boilers,  housed  in 
two  separate  localities,  thus  diminishing  thu 
proljabilities  (jf  a  crippling  accident  to  a 
large  extent. 

The  first  pipes  were  laid  at  the  time  of 
the  construction  of  the  pumping  station,  and 
by  September  1,  1S7G,  amounted  to  45.13 
miles,  of  from  G  to  24  inches.  These  have 
been  extended  from  year  to  year,  with  15,243 
feet  laid  in  1905,  giving  a  total  length  on 
January  1,  1900,  of  100  miles.  The  hydrant 
system  has  also  been  extended,  with  39  new 
hydrants  erected  in  1905,  giving  a  total  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year  of  1,130.  There  are 
91  watering  posts  and  21  watering  troughs. 

Tlie  tank  system  had  its  inception  in  188G, 
when  the  first  tank  was  erected  on  Town- 
send  Hill.  In  1892  the  second  tank  was  built 
near  the  stand  pipe  tower  on  Bedford  street, 
and  five  years  later  the  Haskell  street  tank 
was  erected.  The  capacity  of  the  tank  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city  (Townsend  Hill) 
is  1,161,448  gallons;  that  of  the  tank  in  the 
eastern  section  (Bedford  street)  is  1,389,970 
gallons;  and  the  one  in  the  northern  dis'trict 
(Haskell  street)  supplies  1,305,153  gallons. 
The  united  capacities  are  3,916,577  gallons. 
Excellent  results  have  followed  the  intro- 
duction of  the  tank  system,  as  shown  in  tlie 
more  even  pressure,  the  better  maintained 
head,  and  the  reserve  supply  at  hand  for 
sudden  demands  such  as  might  be  mtide  in 
case  of  fires  or  other  occasions  calling  for  a 
large  immediate  draught  from  the  mains. 
The  average  pressure  is  SO  pounds  to  the 
inch. 

The  total  cost  of  construction  to  December 
31,  1905,  was  $2,057,624.90,  of  which  $25,- 
200.69  was  expended  in  1905;  the  total  ex- 
pense of  maintenance  to  the  same  date  was 
$4,014,058.64,  of  which  $129,490.09  was  for 
1905;  and  the  total  revenue  $3,970,576.12,  of 
which  $180,191.27  was  received  in  1905.  The 
expenditures  in  1905  included  $23,507.26  for 
extensions,  $34,938.50  used  by  the  reservoir 
commission  in  the  purchase  of  land  to 
protect  the  purity  of  the  water,  and  $80,717.- 
50  paid  for  interest.  The  excess  of  revenue 
over  the  cost  of  maintenance  in  19uS  was 
$50,701.18. 

The  funds  for  the  building  of  the  system 
were  provided  by  the  issuance  of  bonds,  and 
were  supplemented  by  city  appropriations 
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from  1S75  to  1S97,  inclusive,  amounting  In 
all  to  $7?;;, 800.  The  gross  bonded  debt  Janu- 
ary 1,  1I)(h;,  was  $1,050,000,  'the  value  oT  the 
sinking  I'und  $588,514.42  and  the  net  debt 
$1,001,455.58.  Ot  llie  bonded  debt  $200,000  is 
the  reservoir  loan.  The  average  rate  of  in- 
terest is  l.'JT  prr  eent.  A  total  of  $325,000 
was  paid  in  1005  from  the  sinking  fund  for  a 
reduction  of  ihe  debt.  In  1904,  $125,0O(J'  was 
paid  for  the  reduction  on  the  debt  from  the 
accumulated  earnings.  The  department  has 
been  on  a  ])ayiug  basis  since  18!)7,  and  the 
sinking  funds  will  take  care  of  the  debt 
from  now  on. 

The  total  number  of  gallons  of  water 
pumped  in  1005  was  1,008,051,704;  the  aver- 
age  daily   consumijlion,   4,407,205,   and  the 


which  d'iu  favored  the  project  and  89  op- 
posed. George  A.  liriggs  was  engaged  as 
chief  engineer,  William  Roleli  as  assistant 
and  James  P.  Kirkwood  as  consulting  en- 
gineer, and  the  work  progressed  as  noted 
above.  Charles  44.  Churchill  was  ihe  first 
clerk  of  the  'board  and  water  registrar,  and 
was  succeeded  l^'ebruary  10,  1879,  by  W'Tlliam 
\V.  Robertson,  the  present  clerk  and  regis- 
trar, who  had  previously  been  his  assistant. 
Caleb  C.  Potter  and  J.  W.  Milne  have  been 
clerks  .since  March  1,  1879,  and  March  18, 
1883,  respectively.  I^atricic  Kieran,  the  su- 
perintendent, has  been  connected  with  the 
department  since  March  1,  1872,  when  he 
was  appointed  superintendent  of  pipe  laying. 
He  Ijecame  superintendent  of  the  department 


average  to  each  inhabitant  per  day  41.34  gal- 
lons. The  number  of  meters  in  use  January 
1,  1900,  was  7,523. 

'I'lie  water  win-ks  had  been  urged  for  years 
before  actual  work  was  begun,  but  the  lirst 
steps  were  not  talcen  until  a  few  days  after 
Alayor    Samuel    M.    Brown's   Snaugural  in 

1870,  in  whicji  he  urged  the  necessity  of 
action.  A  committee  was  appointed  shortly 
after  this,  and  on  November  29,  1S70,  48 
acres  at  the  head  of  Bedford  street  were 
purchased.  W.  J.  Mc Alpine,  a  civil  engineer, 
was  engaged  to  nuike  a  report  on  the  mat- 
ter and  prepare  plans,  and  on  March  23, 

1871,  fhe  Legislature  authorized  the  work 
when  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  voters. 
This  was  ol)tiiined  at  an  election  April  10,  at 


on  May  10,  1880.  His  predecessors  in 
that  olhce  were  Messrs.  Briggs,  Rotch,  Will- 
iam Carr,  Jr.,  and  A.  H.  Marline.  The  oflice 
of  the  department  was  in  City  Hall  until 
July  23,  1900,  wlien  it  was  removed  to  a  new 
building  on  Third  street,  where  the  repair 
shops  are  also  situated.  The  present  board 
consists  of  William  BiHcliffe,  president; 
Joseph  Walters  and  Daniel  J.  Sullivan. 

The  purity  of  the  water  in  fhe  ponds  has 
been  largely  protected  by  the  purchase  l)y 
the  city  of  land  on  its  shores  under  the 
direction  of  the  Reservoir  Commission,  and 
further  purchases  are  constantly  being  made. 
The  commission  was  established  under  a 
city  ordinance  passed  on  April  25,  1895,  and 
the  lirst  board,  appointed  by  Mayor  Greene 
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on  that  date,  organized  on  June  10.  It  con- 
sisted of  Jeremiali  R.  Leary.  Samuei  Watson, 
George  H.  Eddy  and  tlie  Mayor  and  city 
engineer,  ex-officio,  and  it  at  once  proceeded 
to  nial<e  an  investigation  of  tlie  waterslied  of 
tlie  North  Watuijpa  and  the  streams  flowing 
into  it  as  to  the  danger  of  contamination.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  legislative  act  giv- 
ing the  city  the  right  to  condemn  land  on 
the  sliore  of  the  pond  in  the  town  of  West- 
port  to  two  years,  a  beginning  was  made 
there.  Efforts  to  purchase  the  land  desired 
were  unsuccessful,  and  on  March  7,  1S9G, 
the  commission  condemned  the  land  needed, 
(14  1-7  acres,  all  of  which  has  been  settled  for. 
The  next  section  to  be  taken  was  on  the 
westerly  shores  of  the  pond,  within  the  city 


caused  arose,  and  an  exhaustive  stufly  of 
the  capacity  of  the  ponds,  the  amount  of  the 
discharge  of  ihe  streams,  the  extent  and 
character  of  the  watershed  of  the  North  and 
South  Watuppa,  the  evaporation,  rainfall 
and  flow  of  the  North  into  the  South  pond 
was  made  by  the  city  engineer,  with  Arthur 
T.  Safford  of  Lowell,  consulting  engineer. 
Measurements  were  carried  on  continuously 
from  January  1,  1S99,  to  December  31,  1901, 
and  an  extended  and  valuable  report,  with 
recommendations,  was  made  in  1902. 

The  commission  was  abolished  by  city 
ordinance  June  5,  1905,  and  its  duties  de- 
volved on  a  new  board  consisting  of  the 
three  members  of  the  water  board  and  the 
Mayor  and  city  engineer,  ex-officio.    Up  to 


Riiggl^s  Park,  from  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Se.^biiry  Streets 


limits,  where  the  same  method  was  pursued, 
and  on  April  3,  1897,  a  strip  extending  bacli 
from  the  shore  from  200  to  700  feet,  with  an 
average  width  of  about  400  feet,  and  running 
from  land  of  the  Crystal  Ice  Company  to 
the  New  Boston  road,  was  taken.  In  tfle 
following  December  a  further  condemnation 
was  made  of  "all  the  Islands  in  the  North 
Watuppa  Pond  .  .  .  The  whole  of  said 
pond  below  High  Water  Line  of  said  ixjnd. 
.  .  .  Also  all  the  water  of  said  pond  and 
the  land  under  said  pond." 

As  it  apiii  ari'd  jjojisibie  that  it  might  be 
necessary  to  divert  certain  streams  empty- 
ing into  the  pond,  the  question  of  the  result 
of  the  diversion  and  the  possibility  of  replac- 
ing   from    other    sources    any  deficiency 


May  10,  190G,  the  total  amount  of  land  ac- 
quired was  2,746.95  acres,  at  a  cost  of  $21;;,- 
035.85,  which  had  been  met  partly  by  loans 
and  partly  from  the  revenues  of  the  wator 
department.  By  city  ordinance  all  furthei- 
purchases  are  to  be  made  from  the  waler 
works  funds,  The  commission  has  in  all 
cases  purchased  the  land  it  desired  instead 
of  prohibiting  its  use,  as  has  been  done  in 
some  other  cities. 

The  city's  park  system  consists  of  three 
parks  of  nearly  UK)  acres,  of  which  about  75 
have  been  improved,  and  three  small  tracts 
known  as  Durfee  Green,  Cambridge  Green 
and  Eastern  avenue.  Since  the  appointment 
of  a  park  commission  by  Mayor  Grime,  in 
1902,  a  notable  advance  has  been  made  in 
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the  development  of  these  lands,  with  the  aid 
of  loans  aggregating  ?1S2,000,  and  though 
miicdi  yet  leniains  to  be  done,  the  parks  are 
now  veiy  credital)le  to  the  city,  and  wJien 
completed  in  accordance  with  plans  already 
formulated  will  do  much  toward  its  adorn- 
ment and  attractiveness. 

The  largest  of  the  three  principal  parks, 
the  South  Park,  comprises  GO  acres,  lying  be- 
tween South  Main  street,  Bradford  avenue 
and  Middle  street,  and  extending  westward 
to  the  bay.  It  was  purchased  in  18G8,  and  in 
1S71  was  laid  out  from  South  Main  street  to 
Broadway,  but  the  remainder  was  left  un- 
touched. The  North  Park,  of  29  acres,  was 
originally  a  part  of  the  city  farm  and  was 
set  aside  for  iiark  i)ur])os('s  in  isx:;,  but  prac- 


of  Brookline,  were  secured  as  architects  of 
the  local  ])ai'k  system,  and  the  improvements 
that  followed  were  in  accordance  with  his 
plans. 

During  the  summer  the  regrading  and  gen- 
eral inii)rovement  of  the  South  Park  was 
carried  on,  and  four  lots  adjoining  the  park 
on  the  north  and  bordering  on  the  May  were 
purchased.  The  eastern  section  was  com- 
pleted the  following  year  and  work  on  the 
tract  between  Broadway  and  Bay  streets  be- 
gun. Ruggles  Park  was  graded,  turfed  and 
made  to  assume  its  present  attractive  ap- 
pearance. In  1904  work  was  -started  on  the 
Nortli  Park,  which  also  required  extensive 
grading,  and  the  westei-n  half  completed  the 
following  year.  The  smaller  parks  also  re- 
ceived attention. 


tically  nothing  was  done  for  its  development 
till  1904.  It  is  in  the  northern  part  ot  the 
city,  between  Highland  avenue  on  the  east, 
North  Main  and  High  streets  on  the  west. 
Hood  street  on  I  he  north  and  Brownell  street 
and  President  avenue  on  the  south. 

The  new  board  took  oath  of  office  on  May 
5,  1902,  and  organized  with  Mr.  Small  as 
chairman  and  Air.  Doherty  secretary.  The 
control  of  the  public  cemeteries,  which  had 
formerly  been  in  the  hands  of  a  committee 
of  the  City  Council,  had  fallen  to  the  new 
ooard  under  an  act  approved  April  1,  1902, 
and  Charles  Smith,  then  acting  as  superin- 
tendent of  Oak  Grove  Cemetery,  was  elected 
superintendent  of  parks  and  cemeteries.  The 
firm  of  Olmsted  Bros.,  landscape  architects. 


Ruggles  Park,  named  for  park  purposes 
June  10,  1895,  was  part  of  a  tract  of  12  acres 
purchased  in  April,  1SG8,  which  was  reduced 
by  the  cutting  through ^f  Pine  and  Seabury 
streets.  It  was  formerly  part  of  the  Rodman 
farm,  known  as  Ruggles  Grove,  whence  thb 
name.  It  lies  between  Seabury,  Pine  and 
Locust  streets  contains  S.G  acres  and  was 
waste  land,  used  for  a  dump  until  the  sum- 
mer of  190o.  Durfee  Green  and  Cambridge 
Green  are  small,  triangular  tracts,  of  23  and 
14  rods,  respectively,  at  the  intersection  of 
streets,  and  "Eastern  avenue"  consists  of 
two  strips  of  a  width  of  about  10  feet,  sep- 
arated by  a  path,  and  in  the  centre  of  East- 
ern avenue.    It  is  about  1,450  feet  in  length. 

As  has  been  said,  very  little  had  been  done 
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i'uv  any  of  these  tracts,  except  for  tlie  east- 
ern section  of  the  South  Paric,  prior  to  tlie 
appointment  of  coniniissionei's  in  1!>02.  Tliis 
was  in  accordance  with  tlie  decisive  vote  of 
tlie  citizens  at  tlie  municipal  election  in 
Di'cenilier  of  tlu;  previous  year,  when,  by  a 
vote  of  (),;")(;:;  lo  ],r>l'j  they  had  accepted  the 
State  law  aiil hori/Jng  a  commission  to  lay 
out  public  ii)aris.s.  The  appointment  of  the 
members  of  the  board  was  made  by  iMayor 
(ii  ime  April  14,  1!M)2,  with  Richard  H.  Cook. 
lOdward  A.  Doherty,  Reuben  C.  Small,  Jr., 
Charles  R.  IJanielson  and  Matthew  A.  Mc- 
Clarence,  commissioners  for  terms  ranging 
liom  live  years  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cook  to 
one  year  for  Mr.  McCHarence.  The  work  al- 
ready done  in  grading,  the  construction  of 


for  interment;  the  small  Oak  Tree  Ceme- 
tery adjoiniii.g,  an. I  Oak  drove  Cemcti-ry,  foi- 
which  47  acri's  were  iDi-rchascd  in  isri.'i,  and 
which  has   bcc^n    ciilaiged  various  pur- 

chases since  that  time. 

There  is  one  impm-laiit  natural  curiosity — 
the  rolling  rock,  on  County  street.  This  is  a 
boulder  of  coarse  conglomerate,  ihou,i;h  the 
ledge  on  which  it  rests  is  of  granite,  showing 
that  it  was  brought  here  by  ililin'ial  action. 
It  has  a  hoii/.onlal  circumference  of  r>S  feet, 
with  a  tliickmss  uf  eight  feet,  and  is  of  an 
estimated  weight  of  14ii  tons.  It  was  so 
nicely  balanced  ihat  until  recent  years,  when 
it  became  blocked  up,  it.  could  be  moved  per- 
ceptibly 'With  one  hand,  and  by  using  both 
hands  the  top  could  be  made  to  oscillate  two 


South  Parit,  View  Sliowing  the  Effect  ot  Shrubbery  Groupinj^ 


playgrounds  and  walks  and  the  planting  of 
shrubbery  has  won  general  commendation, 
as  well  as  a  sense  of  indebtedness  to  R.  E. 
Small,  Jr.,  and  Edward  A.  Doherty,  the  first 
chairman  and  secretary  of  the  board,  respec- 
tivcdy,  who  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to 
make  the  parks  worthy  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Uoherty  resigned  on  his  appointment  as  an 
assessor  in  Mito:!,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Th()ma.5  .1.  Madden.  Howard  Lothrop,  who 
had  been  resident  engineer,  has  lieen  super- 
intendent since  1904, 

Tlie  Hir<'e  cemeteries  that  come  imder  the 
control  of  the  I'ark  Commission  and  which 
are  being  gradually  improved,  are  the  North^ 
Uurial  Ground  on  North  Main  street,  pur- 
chased in  1S25,  and  long  tlie  principal  place 


or  three  inches.  In  old  bounds  the  rock  is 
referred  to  as  "The  Cloose-nesting  Rock." 

The  present  City  Hall,  of  Fall  River 
granite,  was  erected  in  «Marki't  Scpiarc  in 
1X45-4(1  at  an  expense  of  $(;r),utili,  and  was 
considered  a  nuxUd  for  its  time.  It  had  a 
town  lockup  in  the  basement,  a  market  on 
the  first  floor  and  a  large  hall,  with  offices 
in  front  on  tlie  second.  With  the  growth  of 
the  city  more  office  accommodation  was  de- 
sired, and  in  1S72-73  it  was  entirely  rebuiLt, 
with  the  addition  of  a  mansard  roof,  tower, 
clock,  etc.,  at  a  cost  of  $200,000.  On  March 
19,  18SG,  the  roof  and  interior  were  de- 
stroyed, leaving  only  the  walls.  It  was  at 
once  reconstructed  in  its  present  form,  at 
an  expense  of  about  $oOO,000. 
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The  public  sewers  January  1,  190G, 
aniuiiiitea  to  05. H  I  miles,  nearly  all  of  whicli 
liad  been  built  within  a  generation  and  in 
many  cases  al  heavy  cost  on  account  of  the 
granite  ledges  encountered.  The  first  sewer 
here  had  been  built  in  1S57,  in  Spring  and 
Washington  streets,  and  was,  like  most  of 
the  early  sewers,  intended  primarily  to  carry 
ulf  surface  water,  but  so  constructed  that 
it  was  easily  adapted  to  the  present  system. 
Another  was  built  in  Odd  street  in  1858,  to 
take  water  from  French's  hill.  The  Central 
street  sewer,  to  care  for  water  from  that 
street,  followed  in  1859,  connecting  with  gut- 
ters instead  of  allowing  the  water  to  how 
into  docks,  which  the  sand  had  been  filling 


up.  Culverts  in  Pleasant  street,  near  Third, 
also  for  surface  water,  were  built  in  ISGO, 
and  in  1SG4  various  short  sewers  along  the 
harbor  front  to  carry  water  under  the  rail- 
road tracks,  which  had  then  been  extended 
to  Newport.  In  the  early  70's  some  sewers 
began  to  be  constructed  in  more  thickly  pop- 
ulated sections,  and  in  1873  Phineas  Ball,  a 
civil  engineer,  was  employed  to  prepare  a 
system  of  sewerage,  which  was  accepted  and 
has  been  generally  followed.  The  real  be- 
ginning in  sewer  construction  was  made  the 
following  year,  when  9,329  feet  were  ibuilt 
at  a  cost  of  $70,352.  Since  then  it  has  been 
pushed  as  rapidly  as  the  city's  finances  al- 
lowed. 


South  Park,  View  of  the  W.idinj?  Pool,  lookinj?  North 
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CHAPTER  IX 


EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES 


Growth  and  Efficiency  of  the  Modern  School  System.     The  Public  Library 


The  school  system  of  P"'all  River  is  one  in 
which  the  citizens  justly  take  pride.  The 
city  was  the  first  in  tlie  State  to  establish 
the  free  text  book  system,  thus  making  its 
schools  free  in  evei-y  sense  of  tlie  word,  and 


that  is  noted  for  its  high  standard  in  educa- 
tion. 

Tlie  last  annual  report  of  the  superintend- 
ent showed  1,'),!»2(;  children  enrolled  in  the 
day  schools  and  in  [lie  evening  schools. 


Everett  B.  Diirfce,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


it  also  furnished  manual  training  in  its  high 
school  years  before  it  was  required  by  State 
law.  During  the  last  half  century  the 
schools  have  steadily  advanced  under  wise 
and  progressive  guidance,  with  liberal  appro- 
priations from  the  city  government,  till  now 
they  are  among  the  best  in  a  commonwealth 


The  number  of  schoolhouses  was  53,  with 
1G,847  sittings.  There  were  291  separate 
schools — one  high,  59  grammar,  70  interme- 
diate, 155  primary,  three  ungraded  and  three 
kindergartens.  The  whole  number  of  teach- 
ers employed  was  451,  25  of  whom  were  In 
the  high  school,  8?,  grammar,  81  intermediate 
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and  19S  primary.  The  number  employed 
ill  evening  achools  was  1  kl.  The  total 
expense  of  th(;  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  81,  11)05,  was  $804,048.47,  of 
whioli  $S2,;t51.l7  was  expended  by  the  public 
biiildinss  deparciiieiit  for  re|)airs,  fuel,  jani- 
lors,  etc. 

Though  since  1850  the  city  lias  had  public 
schools  that  it  has  every  reason  to  be  proud 
of,  the  public  educational  facilities  here  prior 
to  that  date  appear  to  ha\e  nothing  to  boast 
of.  'J'he  present  and  past  are  compared  con- 
cisely in  a  scluK)l  report  of  ISfiO,  in  which  it 
is  asserted  that  the  character  of  the  schools 
had  changed  from  those  of  low  grade  for 
children  of  jiarents  unable  to  patronize  pri- 
vate instituti(Jiis,  to  the  schools  of  the  whole 
people,  rich  and  pcwr  alike,  while  "insteaif  of 
rude,  cheap  buildings,  upon  land  valueless 
for  other  jiuriuises,  costly  edifices  furnished 
with  every  convenience  are  erected  upon  the 
most  beautiful  sites  that  can  be  selected." 


The  N.  B.  hioraen  School 


The  extent  to  which  the  private  school 
flourished  here  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
in  182G  there  were  14  private  Inistitutions  and 
12  public.  The  latter  were  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  general  school  committee  of 
three,  elected  at  the  annual  town  meeting, 
but  the  active  control  was  largely  in  the 
hands  of  the  school  districts  into  which  the 
town  had  been  divided  in  1818,  originally 
nine,  but  later  increased  to  14.  The  district 
system  was  retained  until  18G4,  though  the 
committee  had  urged  its  abolishment  for 
years  before  such  action  was  taken.  The 
system  had  many  faults,  for  while  it  worked 
fairly  well  in  the  more  thickly  populated  sec- 
tions, which  were  able  to  erect  good  build- 
ings and  provide  competent  teachers,  l.i  the 
country,  where  the  population  was  more 
scattered,  there  were  few  pupils  and  the 
schoolhouses  the  citizens  were  willing  to 
assess  themselves  to  build  were  often  unfit 


for  the  purpose.  There  was  a  tendency,  too, 
to  hire  teachers  at  the  lowest  possible  rates, 
without  much  regard  for  competency,  ami 
dissensions  among  the  memljLMS  of  the  dis- 
trict also  contiibuled  to  demoralization. 
The  reports  of  the  school  committee  in  the 
4o's  bear  repeated  condemnation  of  the 
schoolhouses  in  the  country  districts,  which 
are  declared  to  be  far  better  fitted  for  pig- 
sties or  barns  than  for  schools.  The  re- 
port of  1847  says  of  one  school,  kept  in  the 
bedroom  of  a  dwelling,  that  the  room  "does 
not  exceed  8x12,  while  the  school  numbered 
17,  making  a  tight  fit  when  the  teacher  was 
auded." 

The  earliest  school  report  available  is  that 
of  1842,  which,  like  those  that  follow,  strong- 
ly condemns  the  condition  of  some  of  the 
buildings,  the  lack  ol  maps,  blackboards  and 
other  apparatus,  and  the  poor  and  irregular 
attendance.  Discipline  was  poor,  and  there 
are  hints  at  rebellions  in  some  of  the  tem- 
ples of  learning.  But  one  school  had  a  bell, 
and  it  is  suggested  that  arrangements  be 
made  to  have  the  Pocasset  mill  bell  rung  at 
school  times.  Women  teachers  were  em- 
jiloyed  in  the  summer,  at  $10.25  a  month  in 
1S4G,  while  ir.eii  in  the  winter  term  received 
$02.50.  The  committee  complain  of  inade- 
fiuate  compensation — $49.91  to  bo  divided 
among  three  for  a  year's  service.  State  aid 
was  still  being  received— $448.55  in  1S4S, 
when  the  town  appropriation  was  $S.COO. 
.\n  evening  school  was  established  this  year, 
1848,  and  a  high  school  in  1849.  A  special 
school  for  factory  children  was  started  in 
18G2  and  in  1805  the  almshouse  was  made 
the  place  for  tlie  detention  anil  instruction 
of  truants,  where  they  remained  till  the 
union  truant  school  was  established  in  1890. 
The  annexation  of  Fall  River,  R.  I.,  in  1802, 
brought  in  a  number  of  additional  buildings. 

Some  notice  of  the  location  of  the  early 
schoolhouses  in  the  Uetter  populated  sec- 
tions may  be  of  interest.  A  map  of  1812 
shows  three  houses,  one  in  Tiverton  at  the 
corner  of  South  Main  and  Hamlet,  one  at 
the  corner  of  North  Main  and  Prospect,  and 
one  at  Steep  Brook.  The  "green  school- 
house"  on  the  north  side  of  Franklin,  be- 
tween Winter  and  Rock,  was  erected  in 
18112.  The  Anawan  street  school  was  estab- 
lished two  years  later  in  the  reinodelhMl  Con- 
gregational Church.  This  was  burned  in  the 
fire  of  1843,  and  the  present  structure,  then 
regarded  as  a  model  building,  erected.  In 
speaking  of  the  grammar  room  in  this  build- 
ing in  1848,  the  committee  says  it  is  "prob- 
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ably  the  most  pt'ili-rt  school  room  in  Bristol 
County,  and  yoni-  coiniiiiltt't'  doubt  if  it  has 
many  supi'riors  in  oui'  Slaie."  The  HiRli 
street  scluxjl  was  o|icucd  in  1X45,  in  a  small 
building  on  FranKlin  street,  till  the  old  High 
street,  or  Lincoln  school,  was  completed 
s(jon  after.  This  iiad  double  desks,  changed 
to  single  in  ISof).  The  June  street  school 
was  built  in  1.S4!),  and  the  Maple  street  in 
LS55  and  dedicated  l)ecenil)er  27  of  that 
year.  Tiie  Colnml)ia  sti'eet  building  had 
been  occupied  in  1X52.  Other  schools  were 
on  Canal  and  Bedford  streets  and  Town  ave- 
nue. 

A  most  important,  foi'ward  step  was  talcen 
in  LSG'i,  when  a  scdiool  superintendent  was 
elected  in  accordance  with  an  ordinance 
passed  iMarch  20.  Rev.  Daniel  W.  Stevens,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  College,  was  the  first 
superintendent  anil  l)egan  his  duties  at  the 
opening  of  the  fall  leiin,  when  the  members 
of  the  committee,  who  had  this  year  been 
increased  from  six  to  nine,  ceaseil  lo  receive 


The  Davenport  Scl^ool 


compensation,  in  accordance'  witli  the  State 
law.  The  meetings  o(  the  lioai'd  were  held 
in  the  Aldernianic  chamber,  but  soon  after 
removed  to  offices  fitted  up  in  llie  old  engine 
house  on  Rock  and  I<"'ranklin  streets.  Mr. 
Stevens  devoted  himself  to  the  improvement 
of  the  attendance,  then  about  the  lowest  in 
the  State  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
legal  pupils,  ami  also  to  the  installation  of 
maps,  blackboards  and  other  needed  articles 
in  the  schools.  The  first  truant  officer  was 
appointed  in  lS(J(j,  and  modern  furniture 
placed  in  some  buildings  the  following  year. 
Mr.  Stevens  was  succeeded  in  1S€G  by  Mal- 
colm W.  Tewksbury,  and  in  1S72  by  William 
Connell,  who  remained  in  office  till  his 
death,  June  23,  1S91. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  city  in  the  years 


following  the  Civil  War  necessitated  the  con- 
struction of  numerous  new  schoolliou.ses  lo 
accommodate  the  increascl  numbers  of  i)U- 
pils.  The  Morgan  school,  llie  lirsL  of  the 
large  buildings,  was  erected  and  occupied  at 
the  commencement  of  the  summer  term,  in 
ISna,  the  Bedford  street  school  (the  Brown), 
the  Jiobeson,  on  Coliiimbia  street,  and  the 
Boi'den,  on  Bi'ownell  street,  were  begun  in 
iSTO,  the  Davis,  Slade  and  Davenport,  fol- 
lowed in  IS7;;-'((i,  anil  the  'I'ucker  street,  Bor- 
der City,  Pleasant  street,  Danforlh  street 
and  Lindsey  street  buildings  prior  to  ISSU. 
The  Broadway  building  was  occupied  in  liiSl 
and  the  Linden  and  Cambridge  street  houses 
erected.  Tlie  I'\'rr3'  Lane  was  enlarged  in 
1SS2,  and  the  lialls  in  the  Border  City,  Slade 
and  Davis  divided  into  scluiol  rooms.  The 
Mount  Hope  avenue,  Co\el  street  and  Brown- 
ell  followed  in  1S81. 

Meantime  other  matters  of  interest  were 
taking  place.  The  higli  school  had  been 
established  by  a  town  meeting  vote  in  April, 
ISI!),  when  $1,5()(»  was  ai)propriated  for  its 
support,  and  it  opened  May  10  of  that  year 
in  tlie  private  school  l)uilding  of  George  B. 
Stone,  the  first  principal,  on  the  south  side 
of  Franklin  street,  a  little  i.a.-t  of  Oak. 
Schools  of  this  kind  were  of  co;npaiatively 
recent  growth,  and  |)iior  to  is;;7,  when  Bal- 
timore established  one,  there  had  been  none 
in  the  United  States  outside  of  Massacdiu- 
setts.  iNew  York  acted  in  the  same  year  as 
I-'all  River,  but  though  gills  were  inslructe.l 
here  from  the  first,  Boston  had  no  high 
school  f(^r  them  till  IN,')!!  and  New  York  none 
till  1S70.  The  school  was  removed  to  the 
present  Foster  Hooper  building,  erected  for 
it,  in  1S52,  occupying  at  first  only  the  upper 
lloor.  The  lower  room  was  added  in  IStlS, 
when  the  teaching  of  Frencli  was  begun  and 
a  three  years'  English  course  inaugural  i  d. 
.-\dmission  was  then  solely  by  e.xamination. 
'I'he  building  was  later  enlargetl,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  the  first  year  classes  were 
held  in  the  Davenport  building. 

The  problem  of  housing  the  high  school 
pupils  had  grown  serious,  when  in  1882  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Young  offered  to  l)uild  the  present 
B.  M.  C.  Dunfee  high  school  in  memory  of 
her  son.  The  generous  proposition  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  beautiful  structure  was  be- 
gun in  1883  and  dedicated  June  15,  1887.  The 
building  occupies  a  commanding  situation  in 
the  midst  of  large  grounds  and  is  of  granite 
in  the  modern  Renaissance  style.  It  has  a 
total  length  of  251!  feet,  with  a  greatest  width 
of  90  feet,  and  has  two  towers,  one  an  ob- 
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Servatory,  with  telescope,  anil  the  other  a 
clock  lower,  with  chimes.  It  is  fireproof, 
with  luiiiierous  schoolrooms,  chemical  ami 
physical  laboratories,  gymnasium  and  drill 
halls,  a  lari;e  auditorium,  manual  training 
rooms,  lilii-:ii'y,  otiic'es,  etc.,  anil  has  an  en- 
dowment of  $rjn,i»i)n,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Young. 
It  was  occupied  in  the  fall  of  1S87. 

These  nun  have  been  principals  of  the 
high  school:  George  B.  Stone,  ]S19-,")5; 
James  B.  Pearson,  lSr)5-5S;  Cliarles  B.  Goff, 
18r)8-n4;  Albion  K.  Slade,  .1SG4-7-1;  William 
H.  Lambert,  1S74-79;  W.  T.  Leonard,  LS79- 
S.'i:  William  II.  Lannbert,  18S5-90;  R.  T. 
Leighton,  LS',(0-L)2;  Charles  C.  Ramsay,  1892- 
19(12;  George  F.  Tope,  since  1902. 

The  fact  that  this  city  was  the  first  to 
give  free  text  books,  thus  making  its  pub- 
lic schools  free  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
is  justly  a  source  of  consideiable  pride.  The 
change   was   made  gradually,  beginning  in 
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Ai)ril,  187-1,  following  the  passage  by  the 
Li'gislature  the  previous  year  of  a  permis- 
sive act.  Prior  to  that  time  the  law  had  al- 
lowed the  supplying  of  booLs  to  children  of 
indigent  parents,  but  this  liad  never  worked 
well,  as  it  tended  to  caste  feeling.  The 
change  to  the  free  book  system  involved  an 
expense  of  $11,000  the  first  year,  but  after 
that  the  cost  fell  to  abou^t  $5,000  a  year.  It 
had  beneiicial  effects  in  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  the  saving  in  cost,  the  prompt  supply 
of  books  when  needed,  and  an  increased  at- 
tendance. The  State  law  requiring  free 
books  did  not  go  into  effect  till  August,  1884. 

A  beginning  of  a  training  school  was  made 
in  the  High  street  building  in  18G8,  and  soon 
after  a  normal  course  was  established  in  the 
high  school,  though  this  consisted  of  only 
one  year's  review  of  English  branches. 

In  February,  ISSl,  a  training  school  was 


formally  established  in  the  Robeson  building, 
remost'il  in  IS'Jl  lu  ihe  Osboru  building  on  its 
compltiiun.  Mis.s  l'2mily  Richards  was  the 
first  princiijal  and  Miss  Ariadne  J.  Borden 
the  second.  Miss  Eliza^betli  S.  llammett  was 
principal  from  1891  to  1890,  when  she  was 
succeeded  by  Miss  Anna  W.  Braley. 

In  recent  years  a  large  number  of  attrac- 
tive schoolhouses,  equipped  with  the  best  of 
modern  conveniences,  have  been  erected  to 
care  for  the  growing  school  population. 
Among  these  have  been  the  Coughlin  and 
William  Connell  buildings,  opened  in  1895; 
the  James  M.  Aldrich  and  George  B.  Stone, 
in  1897;  the  Fowler,  in  1898;  the  Brayton 
avenue,  in  189;),  and  the  Samuel  Longfellow 
and  Highland,  in  1901.  The  Samuel  W*atson 
school,  on  Eastern  avenue,  is  completed  and 
ready  for  occupancy,  and  a  new  building  is 
rising  on  the  site  of  the  High  street  or  Lin- 
coln, school,  burned  in  December,  1905. 

Noteworthy  changes  in  recent  years  have 
included  the  inauguration  of  the  diploma 
system  in  the  grammar  schools  in  1889,  the 
same  year  as  the  establishment  of  the  Davis 
prize  medals,  from  a  fund  contributed  by 
Hon.  R.  T.  Davis,  the  appointment  of  special 
instructors  in  music  and  drawing  in  1887, 
and  the  introduction  of  sewing  in  189C. 

W'illiam  Connell,  who  had  been  the  faith- 
ful superintendent  for  22  years,  was  suc- 
ceeded on  his  death,  in  1894,  by  William  C. 
Bates.  The  latter  resigned  in  ]905  to  be- 
come superintendent  of  the  Cambridge 
schools,  and  Everett  B.  Durfee,  vice  principal 
of  the  high  school,  was  elected  his  successor. 

BRADFORD  DURFEE  TEXTILE  SCHOOL. 

Manual  training  as  a  part  of  the  educa- 
tional system  of  Fall  River  dates  from  the 
opening  of  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  high  school 
building  in  1887.  The  course  in  manual 
training,  however,  was  pecesisarily  limited  in 
its  scope  to  instruction  in  mechanical  draw- 
ing and  the  use  of  wood  and  iron  working 
machinery.  This  introduction  of  manual 
training  into  the  curriculum  of  the  high 
school  marked  the  beginning  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  utilitarian  idea  to  the  work  of  the 
public  schools  and  served  to  emphasize  the 
possibilities  of  its  extension  into  the  field 
of  cotton  manufacturing. 

Although  the  value  of  the  school  of  expe- 
rience in  the  acquisition  of  the  best  methods 
for  converting  cotton  into  cloth  was  recog- 
nized, the  value  of  the  theoretical  when 
combined  with  the  practical  was  urged  by 
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leading  citizens  as  a  reason  why  this  city, 
the  leading  textile  centre  of  the  country, 
should  have  a  school  devoted  entirely  to  in- 
struction in  the  theory,  art  anu  practice  of 
the  operation  of  textile  machinery. 

The  outgrowth  of  tliat  conviction  was  the 
organization  of  a  corporation  under  a  statute 
approved  June  5,  1895,  l)y  men  of  civic  spirit 
and  progressive  ideas,  "for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  a  textile  school 
for  instruction  in  the  theory  and  practical 
art  of  textile  and  kindred  branches  of  in- 
dustry, with  authority  to  take  by  gift  or  pur- 
chase and  hold  personal  or  real  estate  to  the 
amount  of  130(1, Odd,"  accoi'dlng  to  the  terms 
of  the  law. 

A  site  bought  for  the  school  was  aban- 
doned for  one  offered  by  a  public  spirited 
lady,  Miss  Sarali  S.  Brayton,  as  a  memorial 
to  a  kinsman,  Brailford  Durfee,  who  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  the  early  history  of  the 
municipality  as  a  citi/i  n  and  a  manufacturer. 
In  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  building 
thought  was  given  to  light,  ventilation,  pro- 
portion, strength  and  serviceability.  The 
architectural  design  embodied  a  modification 
of  the  colonial  style  by  the  use  of  Fall  River 
granite  relieved  by  gray  mottled  pressed 
brick.  The  conception  of  the  architect  after- 
wards found  expression  in  a  magnificent 
creation  of  the  art  of  the  builder.  It  is  nias- 
sive  and  symmetiical,  and  thoroughly 
adapted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
planned.  This,  as  defined  in  the  catalogue 
for  1905,  is  "to  meet  the  needs  of  two  distinct 
classes  of  students:  one  class  being  those 
who  wish  a  preliminary  training  in  the  art 
of  manufacturing  liefore  entering  upon  the 
practical  work  in  the  mill;  the  other  being 
those  already  at  work  in  the  mill,  who  feel 
the  necessity  for  a  training  in  the  principles 
of  the  art  and  a  greater  knowledge  of  all  the 
departments  of  their  chosen  vocation."  To 
make  possible  the  meeting  of  the  need,  a 
mechanical  equipment  was  installed  of  a 
character  that  ensured  the  very  best  results 
fi'om  the  consideration  of  modern  ideas.  Con- 
stant development  was  the  aim  sought  in 
the  furnishing  of  the  work  and  class  rooms 
and  the  labouatories,  and  the  best  product 
of  mechanical  ingenuity  found  a  place  with- 
in the  magnificent  edifice,  much  of  it  pre- 
sented by  makers  of  machinery  and  other 
material. 

When  the  school  was  opened  to  students 
March  7,  1904,  the  event  marked  'what  it  is 
thought  will  prove  to  be  another  epoch  in 
the  industrial  history  of  Fall  River.  Confi- 


dence, skill  and  enterprise  are  the  qualities 
entering  into  the  large  measure  of  success 
attained  by  the  city  since  the  first  efforts 
here  in  the  fabrication  of  cotton.  Growth 
has  ever  been  the  characteristic  of  the  in- 
dustry, else  the  proud  pre-eminence  at- 
tained by  Fall  River  would  not  have  been 
possible.  Education  between  factory  .walls 
has  accomplished  wonders,  but  the  evolu- 
tionary limit  is  still  far  in  the  distance. 

In  furtherance  of  the  approach  thereto 
instruction  in  the  textile  school  is  shaped 
under  the  supervision  of  Joseph  W.  Bailey, 
whose  training  fits  him  admirably  for  the 
responsibility  of  directing  an  institution 
which  means  much  for  this  community  if 
properly  maintained  and  encouraged.  Theory 
and  practice  are  made  interdependent,  so 
that  it  is  possible  immediately  by  those 
puiiils  engaged  at  mill  work  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  the  knowledge  that  is  imparted  by  a 
faculty  that  is  composed  of  earnest,  capable 
men.  With  the  realization  of  what  is  con- 
templated has  come  an  awakening  of  in- 
terest in  the  school  among  operatives  and 
others  to  whom  the  course  of  study  appeals 
as  affording  a  golden  opportunity  for  striving 
for  the  betterment  of  their  condition.  In  con- 
sequence, the  beginning  of  the  second  year 
of  the  school  has  been  attended  by  an  en- 
rollment that  presages  a  large  fulfillment  of 
the  promise  of  success. 

The  citizenship  of  the  city  is  fully  repre- 
sented on  the  directorate.  Faith  in  and  con- 
cern for  the  iniluslrial  future  of  Fall  River 
animate  its  members.  The  president  of  the 
corporation  is  Leontine  Lincoln;;  the  vice- 
president,  William  Evans;  the  clerk,  Wil- 
liam Hopewell;  the  treasurer,  Arthur  S. 
Philips.    .Associated  with  them  are 

DIRECTORS:  ' 

William  S.  Gieene,      I^eontine  Lincoln, 

'I'homas  O'Donnell,      James  Tanse\-, 

.loseph  G.  Jackson,      .\rthur  S.  Phillips, 

John  W.  Coughlin,       William  -Moran, 

John  JMcCarthy,  James  Whitehead, 

Edward  B.  Jennings,   William  Evans, 

-Arthur  M.  Hamilton,   William  Hopewell, 

John  S.  Brayton,         Hugo  A.  Dubiupie, 

Simeon  B.  Chase,        Robert  T.  Davis, 

lOdward  S.  Adams. 

P.  Augustus  Mathewson, 

John  T.  Coughlin,  xMayor. 

Everett  B.  Durfee,  Supt.  of  Schools. 

Jas.  E.  Cunneen,  Appointed  by  the  Governor. 

Geo.  W.  Wright,  Appointed  by  the  Governor. 
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THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  Fall  River  Public  Library  had  its 
origin  in  the  Fall  River  Athenaeum,  which, 
in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  authorizing  the  cre- 
ation of  Library  and  Lyceum  Corporations, 
was  established  in  18;!5,  "by  a  few  individ- 
uals desirous  of  having  a  library  of  well- 
selected  standard  and  miscellaneous  books 
always  at  hand  for  the  imrpose  of  general 
reading  and  reference." 

A  warrant  for  the  first  legal  meeting  was 
issued  by  Joseph  (Jooding,  Justice  of  tlie 
Peace,  March  31,  1S;!5.  and  the  meeting  was 
held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April.  The 
stock  of  the  corporation  was  placed  in 
shares,  unlimited  in  num!)er,  and  the  price 
was  fixed  at  $5.fl(i  each,  subject  to  an  annual 
assessment  of  $L00  per  sliare.  Several  hun- 
dred dollars  were  quicldy  raised  on  the  sale 


Public  Library  Building 

of  shares,  a  room  was  lifted  up  in  the  Post 
Office  and  Custom  House  building  on  Main 
street,  where  City  Hall  now  stands,  and  the 
institution  went  at  once  into  successful 
operation. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Direction  to  the  Stocl^hoiders,  submitted  in 
April,  ISoC,  shows  that  during  the  year 
$702. UU  had  been  received  from  the  sale  of 
shares,  annual  assessments  and  fines,  and 
that  the  disbursements  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $U4G.OO,  that  the  library  consisted  of 
about  500  volumes  and  that  the  circulation 
had  averaged  about  fifty  volumes  per  week. 

Although  the  Athenaeum  was  a  private 
venture,  its  beneficial  inlluences  were  at 
<mce  strongly  felt  and  appreciated  by  the 
citizens  of  the  town,  but  its  growth  was 
seriously  impeded  by  a  lack  of  sufficient 
funds  to  broadi^n  the  scope  of  its  work. 
Early  in  IS'!?,  the  Town  of  Fall  Iviver  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States  Covernnient 
its  share  of  the  "Surplus  Revenue"  amount- 
ing to  $10,102.    This  sum,  coming  so  unex- 


pectedly Into  the  Town  Treasury  and  in  a 
manner  so  unprecedented,  caused  much 
comment  and  speculation  as  to  its  prop.'r 
use,  and  friends  of  tlie  Athenaeum  Library 
strongly  urged  that  a  portion  of  this  amount 
•  might  with  great  projiriety  be  invested  in 
shai'es  of  the  library  for  the  benefit  of  de- 
serving .scholars  in  our  puljlic  schools."  At 
a  town  meeting,  April  3,  1S37,  $S00  'was  ap- 
propriated and  the  Town  Treasurer  was  in- 
structed to  suliscribe  for  100  sliares  in  the 
i^'all  River  Athenaeum,  the  use  of  the  shares 
to  lie  placed  at  the  disposal  of  and  to  be 
represented  by  the  school  committee,  which 
was  empowered  to  issue  certificates  entitling 
deserving  scholai's  to  the  use  of  the  shares 
at  its  pleasure.  'iMiis  act  of  the  tt)wn  i)laces 
I'^all  River  among  (he  first  towns  in  the  State 
to  apfiropriate  a  special  sum  of  money  to 
make  a  distributing  library  an  adjunct  of  the 
public  school  system. 

Notwithstanding  this  assistance  the 
growth  of  the  Atlu-naeuni  I^ibrary,  as  ccnn- 
pared  with  modern  standards,  was  slow,  tor 
on  July  2,  ]8i;!,  when  I  lie  greater  part  of  the 
town  of  Fall  River  was  destroyed  b.\'  fire, 
the  numljer  of  volumes  in  the  lilirary  was 
but  1,195;  all  of  iliesi.'  were  lost,  with  llie 
txception  of  a  few  l)0(jlcs  of  little  value  whicli 
at  the  time  were  in  I  he  hands  of  subscribers 
whose  houses  were  not  burned.  The  xMlie- 
iiaeum  property  was  insured  in  the  Cohannet 
^.utual  Insurance  Company  to  the  amount  of 
$xr)0,  but,  as  the  company  sustained  great 
losSLS  on  acci;iint  of  the  lire,  causing  its 
failure,  only  $514  was  recovered  on  the 
polic>-.  With  this  siiiall  sum  of  money,  and 
the  few  books  which  were  not  destroyed,  the 
directors  at  once  began  the  formation  of  a 
new  library,  which  in  ISOO  had  reached  the 
number  of  2,302  volumes.  The  collection 
was  lunised  in  the  Town  Hall  and  later  on 
Franklin  street  in  the  old  .Music  Hall. 

In  ISGO  the  demands  of  the  fieople  for  a 
Free  Public  Library  had  'become  so  insistent 
that  the  stockliolders  of  the  Athenaeum  As- 
sociation, who  were  favoi-ably  disposed 
toward  such  a  movement,  offered  to  trans- 
fer to  the  City  of  Fall  River  the  Athenaeum 
Library  for  the  i)urpose  of  forming  a  lil>rary 
for  the  free  distribution  of  books.  The  offer 
was  accepted,  and  July  23,  ISGO,  an  ordi- 
nance was  passed  by  fihe  City  Council  of 
Fall  River  for  the  establishment  of  a  Free 
I'ublic  l^ibrary,  a  Board  of  Trustees  was 
elected  and  an  ai)propriation  'was  made  for 
its  maintenance. 
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The  Fall  River  Athenaeum  Association 
held  its  last  meeting  October  2,  1860,  when 
it  was  voted — "That  the  Board  of  the  Fall 
River  Athenaeum  be  authorized  to  transfer 
to  the  City  of  Fall  River  tlie  Library  of  said 
Athenaeum  u\nm  terms  mutually  satisfac- 
lor;.-;  taking-  care,  however,  propeily  to  pro- 
tect the  ultimate  interests  anil  rights  of 
existing  slockliolders  or  those  who  may  law- 
fully represent  them  in  said  Athenaeum." 

The  agreement  between  the  City  of  Fall 
Ri\er  and  the  Fall  River  Athenaeum  was  as 
follows:  "This  agreement,  made  and  con- 
cluded this  Seventh  Day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  Eighteen  Hundred  and 
Sixty,  by  anil  between  the  Fall  River 
Athenaeum,  a  l)0(ly  corporate  in  the  City  of 
l'"all  River,  Comity  of  Bristol,  and  Common- 
wealth of  -Miissacluisetts,  of  the  one  part, 
and  said  City  of  I'^all  River  on  the  other 
part,  Witnesselh,  That  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  Pulilic  Library  in  the  City  of 
Fall  River,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
promises  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  said 
City  hereinafter  contained,  the  said  Fall 
River  Athenaeum  have  agreed  to  transfer, 
assign,  and  set  over,  and  do  hereby  transfer, 
assign,  and  set  over,  to  said  City  and  its 
successors,  for  the  use  of  the  Public  Library 
of  said  City  onl>-.  all  and  singular  the  books 
lielonging  to  the  Library  of  said  Athenaeum, 
now  contained  therein,  the  appraised  value 
of  which  is  Three  Thousand  Dollars,  and  for 
a  list  of  which  said  books  reference  may  be 
had  to  a  copy  of  the  Catalogue  thereof  at- 
tested by  the  Directoi's  of  the  Athenaeum 
and  lierewith  rendered  the  City  of  Fall  River. 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  said  City 
and  its  successors,  to  its  and  their  use  and 
behoof  forever,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
And  the  said  City  of  Fall  River,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  agreement  and  transfer  afore- 
said, of  said  Athenaeum,  both  on  its  part  for 
itself  and  its  successors  and  assigns,  and 
the  above  agreement  and  transfer  are  upon 
these  express  conditions,  viz.:  That  in  case 
said  Public  Ijibraiy  should  be  abandoned  at 
any  time,  books  to  the  amount  of  Thi-ee 
Thousand  Dollars  in  value,  or  their  equiva- 
lent, that  being  the  appraised  value  of  the 
Athenaeum  Library  as  before  stated,  shall 
be  returned  by  said  City  or  its  snccessoi's, 
to  said  Athenaeum,  its  successors  or  as- 
signs; that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Public  Libi-ary  shall  be  extended  to  Robert 
MclOwen  and  David  Robertson,  residents  of 
Fall  River,  Rhode  Island,  and  their  legal 
representatives,   su'bject   to  the  rules  and 


regulations  thereof,  same  as  citizens  of  the 
City  of  Fall  River,  and  that  the  City  of  Fall 
River  will  assume  to  pay  the  existing  Indebt- 
edness of  said  Athenaeum  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  Sixty  Dollars.  In  witness  thereof 
the  Directors  of  the  Fall  River  Athenaeum 
tor  this  purpose  duly  authorized,  have  here- 
unto set  the  name  of  said  Athenaeum  and 
their  own  names,  and  the  Trustees  of  the 
Puldic  Library  of  the  City  of  Fall  River,  for 
this  purpose  duly  authorized  by  a  vote  of 
the  City  Council,  have  hereunto  set  the  name 
of  said  City,  and  their  own  names,  the  day 
and  year  above  written. 

(Signed) 
Fall  River  Athenaeum,  by 
Walter  C.  Durfee,       Henry  Lyon, 
Charles  O.  Shove,       Isaac  B.  Chace, 
Foster  Hooper,  Benjamin  ICarl, 

A.  S.  Tripp,  .lesse  Eddy, 

Directors. 

City  of  Fall  River,  by 
E.  P.  Buflinton,  P.  W.  Leland, 

Walter  Paine,  3d,        Henry  Lyon, 
Samuel  M.  Brown,      Charles  J.  Holmes, 
Simeon  Borden, 

Trustees  of 
City  Library. 

In  addition  to  the  collection  from  the 
Athenaeum  there  was  also  given  by  the 
Oeean  Fire  Company  a  valuable  and  well- 
selected  little  library  of  214  volumes  which 
had  been  collected  by  the  members  of  the 
company  for  their  own  use. 

The  southwest  room  on  the  second  floor 
in  the  City  Hall  building  was  titteil  ui)  and 
the  library  was  opened  to  the  public  May 
I,  lSt;i,  only  ten  years  after  the  founding 
of  the  first  free  imblic  library  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  to  be  supported  by  general 
taxation,  which  was  that  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. 

George  A.  Ballard  was  the  first  lihrarian, 
being  elected  Decemlier  7,  18G0,  and  holding 
the  position  until  February  1-1,  ISO  I,  when 
he  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  Charles 
G.  Remington,  who  served  but  a  few  months. 
William  R.  Ballard  was  the  next  librarian, 
his  official  connection  beginning  November 
28,  ISGl,  and  ending  with  his  death  Novem- 
ber 30,  1905,  a  period  of  forty-one  years  of 
faithful,  intelligent  service. 

In  1872-73,  while  City  Hall  was  being  re- 
modelled, the  library  occupied  Pocasset  Hall, 
Aiarket  Square,  and  from  1874  to  March  19, 
ISSG,  when  City  Hall  was  destroyed  by 
lire,  it  occupied  the  first  fioor  of  that  build- 


64 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


ing.  After  the  fire  it  occupied  successively 
temporary  quarters  in  Flint's  Exchange, 
South  Main  street,  and  the  Skating  Rink  on 
Oanforth  street,  where  the  lilirary  was  open- 
ed for  the  distril)Ution  of  Ijooks.  For  aljout 
SIX  month's  in  IXSU  a  Reading  Room  was 
maintained  in  Waverley  Hall,  Hcjrden  Block. 
In  January,  1SS7,  tiie  lilji'ary  and  reading 
room  was  once  more  regularly  opened  to 
the  public  in  the  large  hall  in  the  Brown 
Building,  North  Main  street,  where  it  re- 
mained thirteen  years. 

While  occupying  the  quarters  in  City  Hall 
the  Trustees  constantly  felt  the  necessity 
for  more  improved  conditions  in  order  that 
the  library  might  successfully  fill  all  the 
functions  of  a  public  libi'ary,  and  in  suc- 
cessive reports  the  matter  was  urged  upon 


Honor,  the  Mayor,  William  S.  Greene,  recom- 
mended that  the  Mayor  be  auihorizeii  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  cre- 
ate indebtedness  outside  of  the  debt  limit, 
to  be  known  as  the  PuIjHc  Library  Ix)an,  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  land  and  erecting 
a  fire-proof  building  for  the  use  and  con- 
venience of  the  public  library.  On  the  same 
day  this  portion  of  the  address  of  the  Mayor 
was  referred  hy  an  order  of  the  City  Council 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  and 
the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  -who 
later  submitted  to  the  City  Council  a  report 
recommending  that  autlmi-ity  be  given  to  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  tJeritral  Court  to  al- 
low the  issue  of  bonds  for  this  purpose. 

March  22,  1S95,  an  act  was  apjjroved  by 
the  Governor  auth(jri/.ing  the  City  of  Fall 


Old  Residence  of  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Yoving,  wliicla  stood  on  present  site  of  Public  Library 


the  attention  of  the  City  Council.  In  their 
report  for  18S4  the  Trustees  particularly 
called  attention  to  the  Imperative  need  of 
definite  steps  being  taken  in  the  near  future 
to  provide  more  appropriate  and  more  ample 
accommodations  for  the  library. 

When  City  Hall  was  destroyed  by  fire 
March  19,  1S8(!,  the  loss  to  the  library  was 
nearly  5,000  books,  either  btirned  or  dam- 
aged beyond  possibility  of  repair,  and  in  the 
rented  quarters  occui)ied  after  the  flre  the 
necessity  of  a  permanent  fire-proof  building 
became  more  urgent  on  account  of  the  haz- 
ard of  another  possible  loss  from  the  same 
cause,  and  year  after  year  the  Trustees 
made  urgent  ajipeals  for  the  construction  of 
a  library  building. 

The  Insistency  of  the  Trustees  was  finally 
rewarded,  when,  in  his  inaugural  address 
to  the  City  Council,  January  7,  1895,  His 


River  to  incur  indebtedness  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $150, OOu  beyond  the  limit  fixed 
by  law  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Public 
Library  Building  under  the  ixiwer  and  con- 
trol of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library. 

As  soon  as  the  success  of  the  building  ipro- 
ject  was  assured,  proposals  wj3re  invited  for 
suitable  sites  and  many  were  suggested,  but 
by  reason  of  the  generosity  and  public  spirit 
of  Miss  Sarah  S.  Brayton  in  offering  128.75 
rods  of  the  homestead  estate  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Young,  taxed  by  the  city  at  $75,000 
and  worth  more  than  $100,000,  for  the  sum 
of  $50,000,  all  others  were  rejected,  as  this 
site  was  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the 
city,  and  it  was  accepted  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Trustees. 

Plans  were  received  from  18  competitors 
and,  after  careful  consideration  of  all,  flrose 
of  Cram,  Wentworth  •'i.  Goodhue,  of  Boston, 
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were  adopted.  The  first  bids  for  construc- 
tion exceeded  the  appropriation;  all  were 
rejected  by  the  Trustees  and  new  bids  were 
called  for  afier  certain  modifications  were 
made  in  the  plans.  The  lowest  bid,  $133, UOO, 
was  from  W.  L.  Rutan  of  Boston,  and  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  him  on  condition 
that  he  use  Fall  River  granite  and  give  a 
satisfactory  l)ond  tor  the  completion  of  his 
contract.  These  conditions  he  complied 
witli.  This  price  included  the  granite 
structure,  structural  marble,  iron  wori^, 
plastering,  wi^jil-worlv  and  painting,  but  did 
not  includi'  tlie  ornamental  marble  work, 
decorated  ceilings,  heating  and  lighting  ap- 
paratus, booiv-staclis,  furniture,  curbing  and 
final  grading. 

An  additional  Public  Library  Loan 
amounting  to  $75,000  was  authorized  by  act 
of  the  General  Court  and  was  approved  by 
the  Governor  March  4,  189G. 

Work  was  begun  in  May,  1890,  and  the 
coi-ner-stone  was  laid  on  Septemljer  30,  1890, 
by  .Mayor  Greene,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  niembers  of  the  City 
Government,  and  many  citizens,  Init  without 
any  formalities. 

The  architects  were  represented  in  the 
construction  of  the  building  by  their  en- 
gineer, Frank  \V.  Ferguson.  The  Trustees 
appointed  as  their  superintendent  of  work 
Valentine  Mason,  whose  practical  ability  and 
experience  in  that  capacity  commended  him 
for  the  responsibility. 

In  addition  to  the  loans  before  mentioned, 
an  appropriation  of  $25,000  was  made  in 
1898,  and  $2,(iOO  in  1899  to  meet  any  con- 
tingencies, making  the  total  cost  of  the  lami, 
building,  furnishing,  curbing  and  grading 
$252,000.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building, 
including  heating,  ventilating,  and  lighting 
apparatus,  was  29  cents  per  cubic  foot, 
whicii  must  be  considered  very  reasonable 
for  a  building  of  such  monumental  cliar- 
acter,  and  classic,  architectural  treatment. 

In  design,  the  building  is  Italian  Renais- 
sance, treated  in  a  f'ornuil  and  simple  man- 
neir.  It  is  absolutely  fireproof  in  construction, 
and  so  far  ms  the  exterior  is  concerned,  is 
built  entirely  of  dressed  Fall  River  granite. 
The  interior  partitions  are  of  brick  through- 
out, while  the  lloors  are  of  concrete  in  the 
Ransom  system  of  construction.  The  stair- 
ways are  of  marlile,  iron,  concrete,  and 
stone.  The  roof  is  of  steel  filled  in  with 
terra  cotta  blocks,  and  covered  with  copper 
over   a  layer   of   concrete.    No  woodwork 


enters  Into  the  construction  of  the  building 
beyond  the  doors  and  window  frames. 

Tlie  main  entrance  on  Noi-lh  .Main  street 
opens  into  a  lofty  vestibule,  which  is  finished 
entirely  in  a  while  Vermont  marble  with 
pale  green  veins.  Tliis  vestibule,  lighted  by 
a  central  skylight,  is  covered  by  a  dome, 
which  rests  on  ten  marble  column^  rising 
from  a  slvloliate  pink  Tennessee  marble. 
The  floor  is  covered  witli  elaborate  mosaic 
of  colored  marble.  From  this  vestilmle 
steps  rise  on  one  side  to  the  Trustees'  room, 
on  the  other  to  the  I^ibrarian's  room,  while 
in  front  they  lead  directly  to  the  delivei\ 
luill,  the  central  feature  o(  the  building, 
which  is  twi>  stories  high,  and  is  lighted  by  a 
large  skylight  of  ripided  silver  glass  set  in 
gilded  brou/.e.  The  finish  of  the  first  story 
of  the  delivery  hall  is  of  pink  marble,  with 
the  shafts  of  the  i)ilasters  around  the  foui- 
monumental  iloorways — one  in  the  centre  of 
each  side — of  purple  Levanto  marble.  Tlie 
thjor  of  this  liall  is  of  marble  mosaic. 

Directly  oi)posite  the  entrance  from  the 
vestil)ule  is  the  reference  library,  a  spa- 
cious room  with  an  elaborately  moulded 
ceiling  supported  on  four  columns  of  yellow 
Verona  marble. 

At  the  left  end  of  the  delivery  hall  is  the 
delivery  counter,  which  communicates  direct- 
ly with  the  Ijook  stack.  'IMiis  slack  is  seven 
stories  in  lieight,  and  provides  for  tlie  ac- 
commodation of  about  325,00(1  volumes. 
From  the  delivery  department  direct  access 
is  had  to  the  Librarian's  room  in  the  front  of 
the  building,  and  the  cataloguing  I'ooni  at 
the  rear.  'I'his  latter  room  comnumicates 
with  the  refi'rence  lilirary  anil  hook  slack. 
Opposite  the  delivery  countt'r  is  the  en- 
trance to  the  reading  room,  and  also  the 
approach  to  the  public  stairway. 

The  reading  room  is  a  large  apartment,  the 
full  depth  of  (he  building,  and  of  the  same 
size  as  the  book  stack — viz.,  about  25x75 
feet.  It  is  covered  by  a'semi-circiihir  vault, 
and  its  height  is  two  full  stories  of  the 
building.  From  this  room  there  is  access  to 
the  trustees'  room  in  front,  and  to  the  pub- 
lic catalogue  room  in  the  rear,  which  lies 
between  the  reading  room  and  reference  li- 
brary. On  the  second  floor  is  a  large  pic- 
ture gallery  and  rooms  for  special  libraries. 

There  is  a  special  entrance  to  the  base- 
ment from  Elm  street  which  is,  at  this  point, 
a  full  story  below  the  level  of  the  main  floor. 
The  entrance  has  a  vaulted  ceiling  supi)orted 
on  columns  of  black  granite.  In  front  a 
staircase  rises  to  the  main  floor.    On  the 
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right  is  the  children's  reading  room,  the 
ceiling  of  which  is  suuporced  by  columns  of 
grej'  granite,  and  which  communicates  di- 
rectly with  the  children's  library,  a  large 
room  filled  with  bookcases  containing  over 
7,000  volumes  of  carefully  selected  juvenile 
books;  this  last  apai-tiiient  has  ceilings  sup- 
ported l;y  coluuius  of  red  granile.  On  this 
lloor  is  the  geiieial  workroom  and  toilet 
rooms.  Tile  sub-basement  contains  the  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  plant  and  store  rooms. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  that  the 
erection  of  such  a  pulilic  luiilding  received 
so  generally  the  apitroval  (jf  the  citizens. 
From  the  day  of  its  inception  until  its  com- 
pletion there  was  no  word  of  opposition 
worthy  of  note.  It  is  indeed  the  people's  gift 
to  t-ieir  own  and  succeeding  genei-ations.  All 
the  people  are  alike  its  benefactors  and 
beneficiaries.  \\'hile  building,  the  trustees 
realized  that  a  less  expensive  structure 
woulil  have  met  |)n.sent  needs,  but  they  \fere 
also  coavincud  that  they  sliould  build  for 
future  needs  and  in  an  archiiectui'al  style 
that  shall  make  tlie  structure  itself  an  edu- 
cating power.  It  was  opened  to  the  public 
in  .March,  1899.  ., 


The  first  general  catalogue  was  issued  in 
1801,  the  second  in  1874,  the  third,  a  thof- 
ouguly  classified  one,  displacing  the  t)thers 
in  1 882;  since  then  seven  supplementary  bul- 
letins have  been  issued.  The  work  is  now 
under  way  of  preparing  a  complete  card 
catalogue  of  the  entire  lilirary.  Thui'e  ai'e 
now  about  75,t)0()  volunu's  in  the  libraryaud 
the  daily  circulation  of  Ijooks  for  home  use 
will  average  about  550. 

George  W.  Rankin,  the  present  liljrarian, 
has  been  ofliciallj'  connected  with  tlie  library 
since  1873;  he  was  first  engaged  as  cleri- 
cal assistant  in  the  prei)aration  of  the  cata- 
logue which  was  issued  in  1S74.  IMay  H',, 
1874,  he  was  elected  assistant  librarian  and 
given  charge  of  the  catalogue  work.  In  the 
preparation  of  the  classified  catalogue  of 
1882  he  was  entrusted  with  the  details  of  the 
work  and  also  prepared  many  of  the  notes 
and  had  entire  charge  of  the  final  revision 
of  the  manuscript.  He  was  elected  lilirarian 
December  9,  1905.  :Mr.  Uanldn  is  higlily 
esteemed  l)y  Ibe  citizens  of  I''all  River,  and 
the  library  shows  the  attention  he  has  be- 
stowed ui)on  it.  Tiie  puljlishers  are  indebte.l 
to  liini  fur  the  history  of  the  library. 


CHAPTER  X 


FIRE  AND  POLICE 


Sketch  of  the  Beginniogs  and  Development  of  Two  Strong  Departments 
of  the  Municipality 


'J'he  city  is  lu-oU'cttd  against  fire  \)y  a 
large  anil  cflicicut  i)i.'i  luaiient  ilepartnit'iit  uf 
lOIJ  men,  assisted  by  50  call  men,  all  under 
the  direction  of  Chief  Engineer  William  C. 
Davol,  Deputy  Chief  Joseph  Bowers,  Jr.,  and 
Assistant  Engineer  Edward  P.  Carey,  ft  is 
equipped  with  modern  apparatus  consisting 
of  six  steam  fire  engines,  three  chemical 
engines,  four  hoolc  and  laddei'  trucks  and  ten 
hose  wagons,  requiring  fifty-eight  horses, 
anil  by  prompt  and  effective  action  has  pre- 
vented any  large  fire  losses  except  in  a  few 
unavoidable  instances,  for  many  years.  The 
use  of  chemicals  and  the  still  alarm  system 
nas  grown  more  and  more  common  in  recent 
years  and  has  been  most  satisfactory.  Tlie 
municipal  appropriations  for  the  (lei)artment 
have  grown  with  the  needs  of  the  city,  and 
for  IDot;  were:  Salaries,  $tl7,5ll();  current 
fxpenses,  $22,(i(i(i. 

The  department  was  formally  established 
by  vote  of  the  town  in  ]So2  and  was  in 
charge  of  firewai'ds  electetl  annually  till 
the  adoption  of  the  city  charter  in  1854,  fol- 
lowing which  it  was  under  control  of  the 
Mayor  anil  City  Council  till  the  new  city 
cliarler  went  into  effect  in  190u,  when  a  fire 
commission  was  estaljlished,  consisting  of 
three  members  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
approved  'by  the  Aldermen.  One  is  appointed 
annually  for  a  term  of  three  years.  The 
first  board  consisted  of  George  N.  Durfee, 
chairman;  G.  de  Tunnancour,  secretary,  and 
Edward  Eynch.  Present  board:  Michael  Mc- 
Nally,  chairman;  Charles  I^.  Woodman, 
secretary,  and  lildward  Lynch. 

The  early  Are  department  of  Fall  River,* 
as  in  every  small  town,  was  purely  volunteer 
for  many  years.  The  first  hand  fire  engine 
was  purchased   in   181S   and   was   what  is 


*For  much  of  the  detail  here  given  the 
editor  is  indebted  to  Captain  I^ynch's  excel- 
lent history  of  the  department. 


known  as  a  bucket  engine,  not  capable  of 
drawing  water  from  a  well,  but  taking  it  from 
the  tub  of  the  niacdiine,  which  was  filled  by 
water  bi-ought  in  Ijuckets  by  a  line  of  men 
from  the  source  of  supply,  while  others 
manned  the  brakes  and  forced  the  water 
tnrough  the  hose.  There  was  also  a  bucket 
cai-riage,  equipped  with  a  large  number  of 
buckets,  to  attend  the  engine,  but  many  of 
the  citizens  had  their  own  leather  buckets, 
painted  and  lettered  in  an  artistic  style, 
which  they  took  to  fires  on  responding  to  an 
alarm.  It  was  first  located  on  the  south 
side  of  Central  street,  near  Inch,  later  in 
the  rear  of  the  City  Hall  and  afterwards  in 
tlie  old  town  iKjuse  on  Central  street.  It  was 
altered  to  a  draught  engine  soon  after  tlie 
fire  of  ISi;;,  and  remained  in  service  till 
1853,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  Ma/.epi)a 
No.  7. 

In  1S2G  there  was  another  hand  engine 
here,  purchased  by  i)rivate  subscription,  and 
used  without  hose.  The  water  was  poured 
into  a  tub,  from  which  it  was  forced  by 
a  single  handle  through  a  goose-neck  nozzle 
direct  to  the  fire.  It  was  located  near  Bed- 
ford and  Main  streets  and  was  drawn  to  fires 
l)y  oxen. 

The  town  i)urchased  another  engine,  a 
cumbersome  affair  known  as  Hj'draulion  No. 
2.  It  was  first  stationed  in* Stone  lane,  off 
Central  street,  and  later  removed  to  the 
Niagara  house  on  Pleasant  street,  recently 
occupied  by  Mackenzie  &  Winslow.  Cata- 
ract Engine  No.  i  was  bought  in  1843  and 
housed  at  the  corner  of  Franklin  ami  Rock 
streets,  and  Niagara  No.  4  the  same  year  and 
jjlaced  in  the  old  Niagara  house  on  Pleasant 
street,  until  1S53.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1S55  a.ni\ 
stationed  at  the  corner  of  North  Main  and 
Turner  streets,  under  the  new  name  of  Tor- 
rent No,  2.  Ocean  No.  5  was  purchased  in 
1S4G,  and  stationed  on  Pearl  street;  Niagara 
No.  4  and  the  Massasoit  in  1853.    The  lat- 
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ter  was  first  the  property  of  the  Ma&sasoit 
Manufacturing  Company  and  ou  its  purchase 
by  the  town  was  named  the  Alazeppa  No.  7. 
It  was  stationed  successively  in  town  house, 
the  armory,  tlie  Court  House  building  in 
Ccnirt  Square,  anil  at  the  corner  of  South 
Main  antl  Broadway.  The  last  hand  lire 
engine  was  the  Cascade,  No.  ],  belonging 
to  the  town  of  Fall  River,  R.  I.,  which  be- 
came the  city's  pi-operty  on  the  annexation 
of  the  town  in  tSG-.  It  was  stationed  on 
South  Main  street  and  later  at  the  Globe 
Print  Works.  There  were  also  the  Atlantic 
No.  G,  the  property  of  Hawes  &  Davol,  sta- 
tioned at  their  machine  shops,  and  the 
Metropolis  No.  7  and  the  Franklin.  The  first 
was  a  small  affair. 

The  first  hose  reel  company  organized  in 
ISIIJ  and  located  on  Rock  street.  It  was  fol- 
lowed in  1851  by  a  four-wheeled  hose"  reel 
known  as  Neptune  No.  1,  stationed  at  the 
Cataract  engine  house,  and  in  18G3  by  the 
first  horse  hose  reel,  located  in  Court  Square. 

Prior  to  1829  the  liremen  were  in  charge 
of  ten  firewards  elected  annually,  which  'num- 
ber was  increased  in  that  year  to  twenty. 
Thu  compensation  of  mernljei's  of  the  com- 
panies varied,  but  was  generally  the  relief 
from  poll  tax  and  military  duty.  They  were 
supplemented  by  several  companies  organ- 
ized at  the  various  mills  and  known  as 
Forcing  Pump  Companies.  They  were 
equipped  with  hose  reels  and  manned  the 
hose  connected  with  the  stationary  pumps 
at  the  factories.  The  members  received  a 
Slight  yearly  compensation  from  the  town — 
$;5  each  in  1839,  for  example. 

The  first  steam  fire  engine  belonging  to 
the  city,  known  as  Quequechan  No.  1  was 
bought  in  18511  and  was  replaced  by  new 
engines  in  1871  and  again  in  ISSll.  The 
(•omi)any  'Was  stationed  in  Court  Square  until 
the  comjjletion  of  the  Prospect  street  house 
in  1874.  The  King  Philip  No.  2  was  bought 
in  18G()  and  located  in  Court  Square  till  it 
was  removeil  to  the  Central  engine  housx>  in 
1871.  It  was  succeeded  in  1873  by  the  King 
Philip,  Jr.,  which  went  out  of  commission  iu 
1879.  The  company  was  reorganized  as  a 
hose  company,  l;nown  as  Hose  2,  in  1880. 

The  Metaconiet  No.  3  was  bought  in  18G5, 
placed  in  Court  Stjuare,  and  used  till  1871, 
when  it  was  replaced  by  another,  whioh  was 
locateil  at  the  Central  house  and  remained 
in  service  till  I8yl,  when  the  present  No.  3 
was  bought.  Niagara  No.  4  was  bought  in 
]8G8,  stationed  first  in  the  Niagara  house  on 
Pleasant  street  and  subsequently  removed  to 


the  Plymouth  avenue  house.  It  was  followed 
by  the  present  No.  4  in  1893.  JIassasoit  No. 
5  was  bought  in  1873  and  quartered  at  the 
Freedom  street  house  till  1895,  when  a  new 
machine  took  its  place.  Ana  wan  No.  G, 
bought  in  1874,  was  stationed  on  North  Main 
street  till  1879,  when  it  was  dispensed  with 
and  a  hose  company  organized.  Potasset 
No.  7,  also  bought  in  1S7  4,  was  stationed  at 
the  Pocasset  house  till  1895,  when  it  was  re- 
placed by  the  present  machine. 

The  early  hook  and  ladder  trucks  were 
diminutive  affairs.  The  lirst  was  bought  in 
182G,  stationed  on  Pleasant  street  and  drawn 
to  fires  by  hand,  A  hose  truck  followed  in 
1844,  kept  in  the  town  house,  and  another  in 
1857,  also  (luartered  in  the  town  house;  then 
for  a  time  in  a  livery  stalde,  in  1858  in  Court 
Square,  and  in  18G2  in  the  old  arinury  on 
Bedford  street.  It  remained  in  service  till 
1871,  when  it  was  stored  in  the  (Jceaii 
house  and  broken  up  in  18tl4.  Another,  first 
known  as  Truck  No.  1,  was  'bought  in  1871 
and  was  first  pulled  hy  hand,  then  altered  for 
one  horse.  It  was  stationed  first  at  the  Cen- 
tral and  then  at  the  Niagara  house. 

Another,  No.  2,  was  bought  in  1873,  located 
on  Bedford  street  and  sul)sequeni ly  on  Pleas- 
ant, where  it  was  known  as  No,  4.  It  went 
out  of  commission  in  1N9G.  It  was  replaced 
in  commission  in  1899,  equipped  with  two 
30-gallon  tanks  and  kiu)wn  as  No.  3.  ft  was 
stationed  on  North  Main  street  and  is  still 
in  service.  Another  truck,  No.  1,  the  first 
iu  the  State  to  be  equipped  for  three  horses 
abreast,  bought  in  1S85,  was  placed  at  the 
Central  house.  No.  2,  on  Bedford  street,  was 
bought  in  189(1,  and  No.  4,  stationed  in  the 
Pocasset  house,  in  1895. 

A  repair  shop,  located  at  the  Central  en- 
gine house,  was  established  in  1895. 

Of  the  nwH'e  important  engine  houses,  the 
first  was  a  stone  building,  still  standing, 
on  the  south  side  of  Pleasant  street,  be- 
tween Second  and  Third,  iind  erected  liy  the 
town  in  1S38.  It  was  known  as  I'^irenien's 
hall  and  later  as  the  Niagara  house,  and  was 
sold  ill  1877.  The  Cataract  house,  on  Rock 
and  Franklin  streets,  was  built  in  1843;  the 
Ocean  house,  on  Pearl  street,  in  1845;  the 
Court  Square  house,  formerly  Cranston 
Almy's  livery  stable,  now  the  Central  police 
station,  was  purchased  in  1857  and  occupied 
by  the-  police  and  lire  departments  till  the 
firemen  removed  in  1875.  The  Central 
house  was  built  in  1870  and  enlarged  in 
189G,  the  North  Main,  Pleasant  and  Free- 
dom street  houses  iu  1874,  the  Quequechan 
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liuusc,  in  I'rfjspcct  street,  in  1871,  and  the 
Niasara,  on  Plynioutli  avenue,  in  IST.S. 

'riie  Cascade  house  was  erected  in  IS'JS, 
lo  ie|ilace  an  old  sti'ucture  built  by  llie  town 
of  'i"i\'ei-l()n  in  ihe  oO's. 

Tile  lirsi  li()rs(_'  hose  reel,  bought  in  ISGiJ, 
and  .stationed  in  Court  Squai-e,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  a  regular  company,  No.  2,  in 
].sx(i,  and  stationed  at  the  Central  house  till 
iSN2,  when  it  removed  to  the  Cataracr 
house,  on  Rock  sir^el,  and  in  September, 
INNl,  to  the  I5edtt)rd  street  house.  In  Augu.-;' 
(jf  that  year  it  was  given  the  first  hose 
wagon  owned  b.\'  the  city,  which  had  just 
been  purchased. 

Hose  Company  No.  G  was  organized  in 
ISTIt  and  stationed  on  North  Main  street,  and 
No.  8,  the  Cascade,  in  loT-l.  It  was  supplied 
with  a  reel  till  a  wagon  was  bouglit  in  18:.)i). 

The  first  clieinical  engine  was  bought  in 
1872  and  stationed  on  Rock  street  till  tin' 
company  disbanded,  in  March,  187C,  and 
machine  disposed  of.  A  second  engine,  now 
known  as  Chemical  No.  1,  was  secured  in 
18li:5,  and  placed  in  the  Bedford  sti'eet  house, 
and  No.  2  established  on  Pleasant  street  in 
181)0.  Chemical  No.  ;!,  bought  in  189G,  was 
first  stationed  at  Hose  No.  G  house;  ai'cer- 
ward  removed  to  the  Central  engine  house 
on  Pocassei  street. 

The  beginning  of  a  permanent  department 
was  made  in  18(;ii,  when  Clai'k  Whipple  was 
appointed  driver  oi  steamer  No.  1,  on 
Court  Square,  His  sleeping  quarters  were 
over  the  old  city  stables,  and  on  an  alarm 
it  was  his  duty  to  take  the  two  horses,  used 
by  the  highway  {lei)artment  during  the  day, 
drive  to  the  engine  house  for  the  engine  and 
then  iir(5ceed  to  the  fire.  He  received  $GG  a 
month.  Two  more  drivers,  Nathan  Chac(> 
and  Philander  C'urry,  were  appointed  in  lS(;r>, 
and  shared  Whipple's  quarters,  taking  turns 
at  highway  work  with  their  teams.  Eight 
years  later  the  three  drivers  and  their 
horses  were  placed  permanently  on  dufy  at 
the  engine  house.  Permanent  engineers  were 
appointed  in  1874  and  a  captain  and  a  hose- 
man  in  ISSG.  In  189 1  the  captains  of  all 
companies  were  made  permanent.  The 
Gamewell  fire  alarm  telegraph  system  was 
established  on  .January  7,  1870,  to  succeed 
the  old  method  of  bell  ringing.  The  first 
alarm  was  given  from  box  10  on  January  27. 

The  chief  engineers  since  the  adoption  of 
the  first  city  charter  have  been:  1854,  Asa 
Kames;  1855-50,  .Jonathan  E.  Morrill; 
iS57,  Chester  W.  Greene;  1858-59,  3.  E. 
Morrill;    18Gl)-C9,  Southard  H.  Miller;  1870- 


72,  Thomas  .1.  Burden;  1873-74,  Holder  B. 
Durfee;  187.'),  Thomas  Connell;  187G-81, 
William  C.  Davol;  1882-8:!,  .lohn  A.  Mac- 
farlane;  1884-1898,  William  C.  Davol;  189S- 
1901,  James  Langford;  1901  to  the  present 
time,  William  C.  Davol. 

Aside  from  the  fire  of  1843,  which  has 
been  elsewhere  noted,  the  worst  fire  in  the 
cit)  's  history  was  the  Granite  mill  horror  on 
the  morning  of  Septem'ber  19,  1874, when  20 
lives  were  lost  and  30  ])ersons  injured.  The 
llames  were  disc(jvered  in  tlie  mule  room  on 
tile  third  floor  at  ten  minutes  before  seven, 
and  spread  so  rapidly  that  escape  through 
the  only  entrance,  a  tower  in  the  centi'e  of 
the  mtll  on  Ihe  Twelfth  street  side,  was 
cut  off,  and  thougli  many  reached  safety  by 
the  fire  esca|)es  or  suffered  only  minor  in- 
juries by  jumiiing,  those  on  the  sixth  floor 
under  the  barn  roof  had  no  escape  excei)t  by 
jumping,  as  there  were  no  Are  escapes  that 
reached  them  and  the  depai'tment's  longest 
ladder  was  too  short.  Many  jumped  to  al- 
most certain  death  and  others  perished  in 
the  mill.  The  pecuniary  loss  was  $247,000, 
fully  insured. 

Otlier  notable  mill  fires  were  the  Massa- 
soit,  November  2,  1872;  the  American  Linen, 
Jime  29,  187G;  the  Border  City  No.  1,  No- 
vember 2,  1877;  Chace's  thread  mill,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1878;  the  Flint  mill,  October  2S, 
1882;  the  Sagamore,  April  24,  188 1;  the 
Globe  Print  Works,  December  5,  18C7,  and 
the  Amei'ican  l^rint  Works,  December  15, 
18G7. 

The  steamer  15mpire  State,  of  the  New 
York  line,  was  burned  at  her  dock  here  on 
the  evening  of  January  13,  1819,  but  was 
rebuilt,  and  on  July  25,  185G,  when  off 
Point  Judith,  suffered  a  boiler  explosion 
which  caused  at  least  fourteen  deaths.  She 
returned  to  this  city,  where  the  wounded 
were  cared  for,  and  was  destroyed  by  lire  at 
Bristol  May  14,  1887. 

The  burning  of  the  Mioah  Ruggles  house, 
which  stood  where  the  County  Court  House 
now  is,  on  the  night  of  January  24,  1857,  was 
attended  by  the  fatal  injury  of  three  men — 
Gibbs  Earle,  William  H.  Bufflnton  and 
Miles  Daley,  who  were  struck  by  a  falling 
chimney.  Mayor  BufTinton  was  injured  by 
the  falling  debris,  but  only  slightly.  It  is 
recorded  that  at  this  fire  three  liarrels  of 
cider,  -found  on  an  \ippei'  floor,  were  tised 
as  an  extinguisher,  "with  most  gratifying  re- 
sults, albeit  with  genuine  regret." 

Alphonso  Borden,  a  member  of  the  de- 
partment, was  killed  while  I'esponding  to  an 
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alarm  with  the  Cataract  engine,  November 
15,  1SG4,  by  being  run  over  by  the  machine 
■wliile  it  was  descending  Elm  street.  He 
was  on  tile  tongue  and  had  been  left  alone  to 
guide  the  engine  after  it  hatl  attained  so 
niucii  speed  that  liie  other  members  of  the 
comi)any  were  obligetl  to  aljandon  their  ef- 
forts to  check  it.  In  a  somewhat  similar  ac- 
cident Timothy  Dwyer,  a  temporary  driver 
in  charge  of  Truck  1,  while  the  regular  man 
was  at  sui)per,  received  fatal  injuries  while 
descending  French's  hill  in  response  to  an 
alai  ni  December  12,  1S95.  The  horses  got  be- 
yond control  on  the  icy  hill,  and  in  attempt- 
ing to  avoid  an  electric  car  at  the  foot  the 
truciv  collided  with  a  telegraph  i)oIe,  throw- 
ing Dwyer  to  the  fi-ozen  ground. 

II.  J.  Laiigley's  loom  harness  factory,  on 
County  street,  took  Hre  following  a  boiler  ex- 
plosion, which  killed  four  persons,  June  14, 
1S95,  an.l  was  destroyed. 

The  Firemen's  Relief  Association,  known 
for  a  brief  period  as  the  Firemen's  Burial 
Society,  was  formed  in  18S3,  and  incor- 
porated under  ihe  State  law  .lune  12,  1892. 
Tile  first  jircsider.t  was  .Joseph  Bowers;  Sec- 
retary, Albeit  .1.  I'eiubcr;  Treasui'er,  .lames 
Sutcliffe.  The  fund  is  about  $i;i,000.  Present 
officers:  W.  C.  Davol,  president;  Joseph 
I?i)wers,  Jr.,  secretary;  James  Sutcliffe, 
treasurer;  Board  of  Trustees,  Daniel  Shay, 
-Michael  Sweeney  and  Michael  Powers. 

The  Firemen's  Memorial  Sunday,  the  sec- 
ond Sunday  in  June,  has  been  observed  since 
1891!. 

Two  veteran  firemen's  associations  have 
been  formed,  the  Fall  River  in  1890  and  the 
Defiance  in  lUtiO.  Musters  were  held  here 
in  1878  and  1S99. 

The  police  department  is  first  mentioned 
in  18.'i5,  when,  on  April  13,  it  was  voted 
that  the  town  authorize  an  application  to  the 
justices  of  the  peace  and  the  selectmen  to 
esta'blish  a  night  watch,  but  it  was  not  until 
July,  18-11,  that  such  a  force  was  established, 
consisting  of  six  men.  In  April,  184G,  it  was 
voted  that  the  watchmen  should  keep  the 
engine  houses  in  repair  and  maintain  houses 
in  them,  and  in  April,  1818,  a  room  was 
fitted  up  for  the  use  of  the  officers  in  the 
west  end  of  the  market.  The  expenditures 
or  the  department  in  1845,  184G  and  1847 
were  $2,400  a  year,  reduced  in  1848  to  $2,000 
and  iu  1849  lo  $1,500,  around  which  they  re- 
mained till  1853,  when  they  had  increased 
to  $2,700. 

With  the  incoming  of  the  city  government 


in  1854  a  jiolice  department  was  formally 
established,  with  William  Sisson,  chief  con- 
stable, and  Daniel  Child,  Bowen  L.  J'ierce, 
Ldson  V.  Chace,  Philip  Durfee,  .lames  E. 
Watson,  Spencer  Macomber  and  Sam\iel  V. 
IJliflins,  assistants.  The  night  police  con- 
sisted of  Jeremiah  Clarke,  captain,  and  Abel 
Segur,  Benoni  T.  Chace,  Job  Siiumons,  Kewis 
W.  Carpenter,  Jacob  B.  Dunham,  Nicholas 
Taylor,  and  Gardner  Moi-se.  By  oi-der  of  the 
City  Council  July  i:*,  1X57,  the. title  of  chief 
constable  was  changed  lo  City  Marshal.  The 
pay  of  chief  constable  was  at  first  $1.50  a 
day,  later  advanced  to  $1.75  and  in  1858 
made  $G00  a  year.  Various  changes  were 
made,  until,  by  .July  2,  1SG7,  it  had  reached 
$1,000  a  yeai-.  His  assistants  had  at  lirst 
$1.25  and  the  captain  of  the  watch  $I.s;;.  The 
ordinary  men  in  1S55  received  $1.50,  a  figure 
frequently  changed  and  falTing  to  $1.'5  in 
1859  and  by  1872  advanced  to  $2.50,  By  this 
time  the  force  ^had  grown  to  28  men,  22  of 
whom  'were  on  night  duty.  Eighteen  men 
were  added  during  187:!.  and  the  following 
year  a  further  increase  was  niaile,  bringing 
the  number  uj)  to  70.  A  reorganization  went 
into  effect  July  1,  1S71,  by  which  the  city 
was  divided  into  four  districts  instead  of 
one,  quarters  at  the  north,  east  and  south 
occupied,  and  the  schedule  so  arranged  as  to 
prevent  leaving  three  hours  without  any 
patrol,  as  had  been  formerly  the  case. 

The  occupying  of  Ihe  three  auxiliary  sta- 
tions greatly  relieved  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  Central  station.  In  the  early  days, 
before  the  estahlishment  of  a  regular  depart- 
ment, cells  were  provided  in  the  town  house, 
and  after  the  erection  of  the  City  Hall  in  the 
basement  of  that  structure.  Removal  to  the 
present  central  station  was  made  soon  after 
its  purchase  by  the  city  in  1857.  The  build- 
ing had  been  erected  soon  after  the  great 
fire  for  the  stable  of  the  Richardson  house, 
and  was  occupied  as  a  livery  stable  by 
Cranston  Almy,  Kirby  and, others  till  it  be- 
came city  property.  The  west  end  was 
then  occupied  by  the  highway  department 
for  its  stable,  vvith  hay  lofts  where  the  court 
room  now  is.  The  police  occupied  the  east 
end  of  the  building,  with  six  cells  in  the 
basement  and  the  court  room  on  the  sec- 
ond floor,  while  fire  ai)paratus  was  stored  in 
the  present  guard  room.  After  the  removal 
of  the  fire  engines  in  1875  and  the  city  barn 
in  1879,  the  building  was  remodelled,  and 
further  changes  were  made  after  the  police 
commission  was  established,  when  the  build- 
ing on  the  north  side  of  Granite  street  was 
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erected  for  the  jjatrot  wagon  an,l  sleeping 
iiuaiier.s  fcir  the  men. 

I'roviuus  lo  March  ri,  ISS',!,  when  the  tenure 
of  ollice  bill  went  into  effect,  the  men  had 
Ijeen  appointed  each  year.  The  patrol  wagon 
s.ssiem  weul  into  effect  in  1S90,  and  the  first 
call  wa.s  answeix'd  .January  12.  The  box 
sNstem  was  established  at  this  time.  The 
only  man  to  be  retired  on  a  pension  was 
George  Dougherty,  a  patrolman,  with  eight 
years'  service,  who  had  been  injured  in  the 
line  of  diit>'  and  was  iiensioneil  on  one-half 
pay— a  day-^May  21,  19(11.  He  died 
in  March  of  the  following  year. 

A  radical  chan.ge  in  the  control  of  thp  de- 
partnienl  took  place  in  1S91,  when  at  the 
solicitation  of  a  number  of  local  citizens  the 
Legislature  passed  an  act,  approved  May  7, 
by  which  the  iiolice  and  the  licpior  license 
Iiower  were  taUi'n  from  the  city  and  given  to 
a    commission    of    three    legal    voters  ap- 


pointed by  the  Oovernor.  The  first  board 
consisted  of  T  nomas  ,J.  lioi  ilen,  .hjseph 
Healy  and  .loliii  Stanton.  Mr.  Ilorden  was 
chairman  until  the  ex|)iratiou  of  his  term, 
and  Messrs.  lleah'  and  Stanton  were  com- 
missioners until  1901.  lli'adforil  1).  Davol 
was  chairman  of  the  board  from  1N9T  to  19(i:;, 
Ilufus  \V.  liassett  from  190:;  tu  19(i5,  and 
James  Tansey,  the  present  head  of  the  com- 
mission, has  held  that  ollice  since  his  ap- 
pointment in  1905.  Mr.  Hassett  had  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Mealy  on  his  (h  ath  in  19ur,  The 
present  boai'd  consists  of  James  Tanse.w 
William  -Moran,  who  has  been  a  member 
since  1901,  and  James  M.  Mort{)n.  Jr.,  a 
conimissionei-  since  1903. 

The  last  annual  rei)ort  shows  LiG  men 
and  two  matrons  iu  the  department.  Sev- 
enty-six signal  boxes  were  in  use,  with  three 
horses  and  two  wagons.  The  total  expendi- 
tures in  lltdfi  were  $14(],9(;5.7U. 


Tlic  Old  David  Anttiony  House,  formerly  at  ttic  corner  of  North  Main  and  Pine  Strccls 


'  'I.  111-,.':'/ 


...      ■(       ,,Hi  fir 

I,. .re:  MCU  -Ot-^  '''' 


I 


CHAPTER  XI 


THE  CITY'S  INDUSTRIES 


This  the  Greatest  Center  of  Colton  Manufacturing.     Its  Rapid  Growth. 
,j  The  Various  Corporations.     Other  Industries 


The  industries  ol  l^ill  River  are  largely 
centred  al)i)iil  the  nianufactiire  of  colLun,  by 
far  the  |)rincii)al  occuiiation  here,  and  tiie 
(inc  that  has  coiit ril)iited  most  to  the  up- 
liiiihliiig  of  the  city  and  the  making  of  it  tlie 
Uu'KLst  colton  niaiHifactiiring  community  in 
the  New  World.  The  early  mills  produced 
coarse  goods,  but  with  the  passing  of  years 
the  tendency  has  been  toward  finer  weaves, 
and  cotton  goods  are  now  produced  here  in  a 
wide  variety,  from  shoe  linings  to  the  finest 
lawns — coarse  goods,  tine  goods,  twills, 
sateens,  curtains,  (inilts,  ginghams,  thread, 
twine,  whatever  the  trade  calls  for.  Print 
works,  bleacheries  and  machine  shops  have 
naturally  accompanied  the  building  of  the 
mills,  and  in  recent  years  a  large  hat  making 
industry  has  sprung  up.  Numerous  smaller 
businesses  have  made  a  start  here  and  prom- 
ise in  time  to  develop  to  considerable  pro- 
portions. 

The  first  of  the  mills  for  cotton  to  be 
erected  here  was  a  small  building  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Globe  and  South  Main 
streets,  in  ISll,  in  what  was  then  Rhode 
Island  territory.  It  was  started  by  Colonel 
,Iosei)li  Uiirfee  and  a  few  others  and  was 
oi)erated  until  ISli!),  but  apparently  with  lit- 
tle success  on  account  of  unfamilarity  with 
the  business.  Here,  as  in  the  Troy  and  Fall 
River  manufactories,  constructed  soon  after, 
probably  little  but  spinning  was  done  in  the 
mill,  as  the  cotton  appears  to  have  been  dis- 
tributed to  the  housewives  to  'be  picked  by 
hand,  and  after  being  spun  in  the  factory, 
returned  to  them  for  weaving. 

The  real  beginning  of  the  industry  here 
was  in  1813,  when  two  companies  were 
formeil  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton,  the 
Troy  Cotton  &  Woolen  Manufactory  and  the 
Fall  River  Manufactory,  headed  iby  Oliver 
Chace  and  David  Anthony,  respectively,  both 
of  whom  had  had  experience  in  the  business 
in  mills  in  other  New  England  towns.  The 


Troy  had  a  capital  of  $5(),000  and  the  Fall 
River  Manufactory  $4ii,0i)i),  about  half  of 
which  in  each  case  was  siil)scribed  in  rieigli- 
lioring  towns.  Both  mills  were  erected  across 
the  stream  of  the  Fall  River,  the  outlet  of  tlie 
Wattijipa  ponds,  which  lias  a  fall  of  1J7  feet 
in  less  t.han  half  a  mile,  and  furnished  abun- 
dant water  power.  The  Fall  River  niiii,  fin- 
ished in  October,  1813,  was  00x40  feet,  tlie 
lower  story  of  stone  and  the  two  upper  of 
wood,  because,  as  it  was  asserted  with  genu- 
ine Yankee  humor,  "there  was  not  enough 
stone  in  Fall  liiver  to  finish  it  with."  It  was 
designed  for  1,5l)i)  spindles  and  stood  about 
where  the  present  mill  of  the  same  name, 
now  owned  by  the  Pocasset  Manufacturing 
coniiiany,  is  located.  The  Troy  mill  was 
built  across  the  stream  where  the  present 
factory  of  the  corporation  is,  from  stone 
gathered  in  the  adjoining  fields,  of  font 
stories,  108x37,  and  began  operation  in 
March,  1814,  with  2,00(i  spindles.  Power 
weaving  was  introduced  in  the  Fall  River 
Manufactory  in  1817  and  in  the  Troy  in 
1S20. 

The.se  mills  had  been  started  during  the 
war  of  1812,  when  the  markets  were  closed 
to  foreign  spinners,  but  on  the  conclusion 
of  peace  soon  after,  this  bar  was  taken  away, 
and  it  was  not  till  1820  that  the  Troy  paid 
its  first  diviiiend — $25  a  share.  At  least  one 
of  the  later  dividends  was  paid  in  cloth. 
Prosperity  came,  anil  during  the  nexf  ten 
years  the  Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company, 
the  Anawan  and  Massasoit  Mills,  Robeson's 
Primt  Works  and  the  Fall  River  Iron  Works 
were  inaugurated,  followed  by  the  American 
Print  Works,  Chace's  thread  mill,  the  Eagle 
mill  and,  in  1S4G,  the  Metacomet,  erected  by 
the  Iron  Works  and  regarded  then  as  an 
enormous  plant.  The  American  Linen  was 
built  in  1852.  Up  to  this  time  all  the  mills 
had  been  erected  and  controlled  by  a  sfnall 
group  of  men,  with  the  influence  of  the  Iron 
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Works  interests  very  strong.  The  profits 
had  been  extremely  large:  in  the  case  ut'  ih? 
Metaconict  they  are  -saiil  to  have  i)aiil  the 
cost  of  the  mill  in  a  single  \-ear,  and  in  1S5!> 
new  interests  entered  the  tield,  headed  by 
Hale  Remington  and  the  veteran  David 
Anthony,  and  formed  the  Union  Mills  Com- 
pany, with  the  assistance  of  numerous  small 
investors.  The  success  of  the  corporation 
was  immediate  anil  gi-aiifying,  and  led  to  the 
building  of  the  (iranite  mills  in  ISijy,  the 
Durfee  and  Tecumseh  in  18(iG,  and  within 
fifteen  years  the  starting  of  25  distinct  manu- 
facturing cori)orations.  Eleven  mills  weie 
started  in  a  single  year,  1S72,  and  the  num- 
ber of  spindles  jumpe.i  from  117,030  in  1S54 
to  1,258, in  INTl.  Capital  flowed  in  from 
other  cities,  big  dividends  were  paid  and  the 
business  boomed. 

Since  this  period  the  mill-building  has 
gone  on  steadily,  though  not  with  such  rapid- 
ity as  in  the  early  seventies.  The  tendency 
has  been  rather  for  the  enlargement  of  exist- 
ing plants  than  the  forming  of  new  corpora- 
tions, liiough  numliers  of  these  have  been 
organized.  Old  mills  have  been  equipped  for 
the  making  of  finer  goods  and  the  new  ones 
erected  have  in  recent  years  been  entirely 
for  the  production  of  .better  cloths  than 
prims,  following  the  success  of  the  King 
IMiilip  and  Granite  mills  in  making  that 
quality  of  goods. 

Tliere  has  been,  too,  a  tendency  toward 
consolidation,  in  the  purchase  of  weaker 
plants  by  stronger  ones  and  in  the  election 
of  the  successful  treasurer  of  one  mill  to  a 
similar  i)osillon  in  another,  while  still  re- 
taining his  former  duties.  In  the  summer 
of  1S99  a  considerable  stir  was  caused  by  the 
receipt  by  nearly  every  mill  in  this  city,  from 
a  New  York  firm,  of  circular  letters  stating 
that  financial  houses  of  unquestioned  stand- 
ing, represented  by  them,  had  considered  the 
situation  of  the  cotton  industry  here,  and 
believing  that  its  interests  would  best  be 
served  by  consolidation,  offered  for  a  con- 
trol of  the  stock  of  each  mill  figures  con- 
siderably higher  than  the  selling  prices  at 
the  time.  The  matter  was  not  favoralily  re- 
ceived by  stoc*lvholders  and  was  dropped. 

In  1898  a  system  of  syndicate  selling  of 
goods  was  Inaugurated,  October  22,  hy  which 
the  mills  pooled  their  product  in  the  hands 
of  two  treasurers,  Prank  W.  Brightman  and 
C.  C.  Rounseville  as  trustees.  The  latter, 
with  the  aid  of  an  advisory  board,  sold  the 
cloth  from  time  to  time  and  returned  the 
proiwrlional  receipts  to    the  corporations. 
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While  the  i)lan  appeared  feasible,  difficulties 
were  encountered  in  i)rosecuting  it,  and  it 
was  disconi inut'd  August  ;;,  IDUl.  The  trus- 
tees at  first  coutr(dled  only  ft)ur  graul's  of 
standard  narrow  goods,  bui  this  was  later 
extended  to  cover  all  under  ;!)]  inches  in 
width.  The  first  committee  consisted  of  the 
two  trustees  named,  Thomas  E.  Brayton, 
Edward  L.  Anthony,  .Joseph  A.  Baker,  Fred 
I'].  Waterman  and  .lames  E.  Osborn.  Mr, 
Brightman  rttired  as  trustee  after  a  tinu_' 
and  was  succeeded  by  ,Josei)h  A.  Baker,  and 
the  committee  was  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  Charles  M.  Shove  and  David  A.  Brayton, 
Jr.  Mr.  Baker  later  retired  and  was  sue- 
ceedevl  as  trustee  by  James  E.  Osborn.  Na- 
thaniel B.  Borden  was  selected  to  take  his 
place  on  the  advisory  boai'd. 

The  mills  have  suffered  at  times  from  the 
new  Southern  competition,  and  while  this 
has  caused  some  uneasiness,  tliat  feeling  has 
generally  passed,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
I'\ill  River  mills,  now  reasonably  prosjierous, 
will  be  able  to  hold  their  own  against  the 
newer  factories  of  the  Souih,  desi)ite  some  of 
their  admitted  advantages.  The  lesson  of 
the  necessity  of  the  best  of  modern  ma- 
chinery, of  liberal  allowance  for  deprecia- 
tion and  of  competent  management,  has  been 
leai'ned  and  will  not  be  forgotten.  The  im- 
provement in  machine!-y  has  been  so  rai)id 
that  present  equipment  is  no  longer  allowed 
to  wear  out,  and  is  discarded  to  make  way 
lor  new  to  meet  competition. 

The  early  operatives  here  were  almost 
entirely  of  American  ibirth,  and  their  hours 
long — from  daylight  to  dark — 7: CO  in  the 
winter,  with  a  half  hour  allowed  for  break- 
fast at  S  A,  i\l.,  and  the  same  peidod  for 
dinner  at  noon.  Before  1S50  the  English, 
Irish  and  Scotch  began  to  come  here,  and 
after  the  Civil  War  the  French  entered 
the  mills  in  large  numbers.  Now  the  races 
of  Southern  l<]urope,  notably  the  Portuguese, 
are  taking  the  places  of  eaflier  comers,  who 
have  entered  more  congenial  and  bettei'  paid 
work.  The  hours  of  labor  iiave  been  short- 
ened to  58,  working  conditions  have  im- 
proved, the  'Saturday  half-holiday  and  week- 
ly payments  granted,  child  labor  prohibited 
or  placed  under  severe  restrictions  and  fhe 
corporation  store  and  tenement  have  passed. 
The  conditions  under  which  the  operatives 
work  to-day  are  not  enviable,  but  they  &re 
far  better  than  they  were  a  score  of  years 
ago. 

The  city  now  has  40  cotton  manufactur- 
ing corporations,  Avith  a  total  capital  of  ap- 
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proximately  $:i5,50U,0UU,  and  factories  repre- 
seiitirif^  an  investment  of  nearly  twice  that 
sum,  with  ;!,o()(i,OtH)  spindles  and  81!, odd 
looms,  giving-  enrjjloyment  to  ;!2,r>0(l  hands, 
Ijroducing  more  than  l.utiU  miles  of  cloth 
every  working  day,  as  well  as  a  large 
amount  of  yarns,  thread,  quilts  and  various 
other  cotton  jiroducts. 

The  principal  facts  in  regard  to  each  of 
the  larger  corpoi-ations,  as  well  as  some  that 
have  suspended  or  been  merged  in  others, 
appear  below: 

The  Fall  River  Iron  Works,  now  an  im- 
mense cotton  manufacturing  plant,  giving 
employment  to  4,5iio  hands,  has  been  inti- 
mately asst)ciated  with  the  progress  of  the 
city  and  has  played  an  important  part  in 
its  development.  It  had  its  inception  in 
1S21  in  a  small  shipbuilding  business  ear- 
ned on  near  the  site  of  the  Metacomet  mill, 
by  Bradford  Durfee,  a  shipwright,  and  Rich- 
ard Borden,  the  owner  of  a  grist  mill  nearby. 
The  need  of  iron  work  for  the  vessels  and 
also  the  demand  for  spikes,  bars,  rods  and 
otlier  iron  articles  for  constructive  purposes 
su.ggested  the  starting  of  shops  for  their 
manufacture,  and  a  company  was  formed 
by  Richard  Borden,  Bradford  Durfee,  Holder 
Borden,  David  Anthony,  William  Valentine, 
Josei)h  Butler  and  Abrani  and  Isaac  Wilkin- 
son, the  last  four  of  Providence.  The  origi- 
nal capital  was  $24,0(M),  but  this  was  soon 
after  reduced  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Wilkinsons  to  $18,000. 

The  first  shops  were  on  t.he  land  now  oc- 
cui)ied  by  the  Iron  Works  No.  C,  formerly 
the  Metacomet  mill,  an;I  produced  hoop  iron 
for  the  New  Bedford  oil  trade.  Nail  and 
rolling  mills  were  also  erected  and  enlarged 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  business  rapidly 
developed.  By  1S7G  the  company  was  em- 
ploying COO  hands.  It  had  meantime 
branched  out  into  other  lines,  and  had  been 
tiansferred  to  the  present  location  of  the 
main  mills  of  the  company.  It  had  been  the 
principal  promoter  of  the  Anawan  mill  in 
1S25,  the  Providence  line  of  steamboats  com- 
mencing with  the  Hancock  in  1827,  fol'iowed 
by  the  King  Philip  in  1832,  Bradford  Durfee 
in  1815,  Riphard  Borden  in  1874,  Canonicus 
and  Metacomet;  the  Fall  River  Line  to  New 
York  in  1847,  the  gas  works  and  the  rail- 
road to  Myricks,  about  the  same  time,  and 
the  Metacomet  mill. 

The  company  had  been  incorporated  in 
1825,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000,  increased  in 
1845  to  $900,000,  thou.gh  not  a  dollar  had 
been  paid  in  except  for  the  original  invest- 


ment of  $l.S.(HMi.  No  dividends  in  cash  were 
paid  until  IN.'jO,  bul  between  that  time  and 
1880  the  stockludders  received  $!!, 073,000, 
besides  stock  in  the  Fall  River  Manufactory, 
the  Troy  Cotton  &  Woolen  Co.,  the  American 
Print  Works  and  the  Bay  State  Steamboat 
Co.  In  1880  it  was  thought  advisable  to  di- 
vide the  property  and  form  new  corpora- 
tions, the  Metacomet  mill,  with  $288,000 
capital,  the  Fall  River  Machine  Co.,  $'JG,000; 
Fall  River  Gas  Works  Co.,  $288,000,  and 
Fall  River  Steamboat  Co.,  $192,000.  For 
each  share  in  the  old  companies  three  were 
given  in  the  Metacomet,  three  in  Gas  Co., 
one  in  the  ^Machine  Co.,  and  two  in  the 
Steamboat  Co.  This  left  the  old  company 
a  lai-ge  amount  of  real  estate  and  valuable 
wharf  property,  with  buildings.  Richard 
Borden  was  clerk,  treasurer  and  agent  from 
1828  to  1874,  when  he  was  succeeded  iby 
Philip  D.  Borden,  ami  one  year  later  liy  Rob- 
ert C.  Brown. 

Soon  after  the  division  of  the  property 
the  manufacture  of  iron  was  discontinued 
on  account  of  underselling  by  plants  near 
the  mines,  and  M.  C.  D.  Borden,  who  hail 
become  the  sole  owner  of  the  American 
Printing  Co.  in  lS8t;,  shortly  after  that  time 
also  purchased  the  Iron  Works  Co.,  which 
had  a  valuable  water  front  adjoining  the 
print  works.  He  razed  the  old  buildings, 
and  in  1889  began  the  construction  of  a 
vast  cott(m  manufacturing  plant  to  supply 
cloth  for  printing.  The  first  mill  was,  lilce 
those  subsequently  erected,  of  brick,  and 
was  380x120  feet,  four  stories  in  height, 
with  a  towering  chimney  359  feet  above  the 
ground,  ihe  highest  in  the  United  States  at 
the  time.  A  second  mill  was  built  in  1S92, 
three  stories  high,  575x120,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  No.  3,  four  stories,  309x142,  No.  4, 
372i^xl(;5V2,  was  erected  in  1895,  and  its 
starting  on  Oct.  17  was  made  the  occasion 
of  a  notable  dinner  of  New  York  and  Fall 
River  men  on  the  steamer  Priscilla,  at  which 
Mr.  Borden  announced  a  gift  of  $100,000  to 
the  charities  of  the  city.  No.  5  mill  was 
built  in  1902,  and  is  105x372  feet,  with  an 
ell  30x40.  Since  1900  the  property  has  been 
further  increased  by  the  purchase  of  the 
Fall  River  Machine  Co.,  on  which  large 
storehouses  were  erected,  and  the  Meta- 
comet and  Anawan  mills.  The  former  was 
enlarged  and  improved  as  No.  0  mill,  and 
the  old  Anawan,  which  had  lieen  idle  for 
some  years  and  used  as  a  storehouse,  was 
torn  down  to  make  way  for  No.  7  mill,  142x 
310,  three  stories  in  height  at  the  south  end 
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and  fDiii'  at  the  north.  This  mill  gives  the 
(■111  ire  i)lani  IT,:), (Mil)  si)imlii,'s,  with  13,057 
liiiDiis,  e:i!|)h)\iii.i;  l,r)iMi  hands  and  prodiic- 
ini;  2iMi,iMm,ii(,(i  jards  of  cloi.li  cnery  year, 
and  iisiim  Sd.ciU)  hales  of  coUon.  M.  C.  D. 
Borden,  ilie  owner,  is  president,  his  son, 
Howard  S.  liorden,  treasurer,  and  M.  C.  D. 
Ilordtn,  Howard  S.  and  Bertram  H.  Borden, 
(anotiier  hoii)  directors.  Samuel  E.  Ilatha- 
wa.\'  is  suiierintendent. 

The  American  Printing  Company,  with 
which  the  Iron  Works  are  closely  allied,  was 
esta:l)lished  as  the  American  Print  Works  in 
IN.Vl,  liy  Holder  Borden,  with  whom  were 
associated  most  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Iron  Works,  in  buildings  erected  for  its  Use 
by  that  coi|)oration.  It  began  operations  in 
January,  lSu5,  with  four  machines  and  a 
capacity  of  2,000  i^ieces  a  week.  Additions 
made  from  time  to  time  increased  this  to 
!),ooo  in  IS,")-!,  and  in  1857  a  corporation  was 
formed  and  the  land  and  buildings,  which 
had  formerl.v  been  leased  from  the  Iron 
Works,  were  jnirchased.  New  buildings 
were  erected  in  1807,  but  burned  Dec.  15  of 
that  year,  with  a  large  uninsured  loss,  to 
wlii(di  were  added  the  severe  damage  by 
lire  at  tlie  Bay  State  Print  Works  then 
owned  and  oi)e rated  by  the  company,  a  few 
days  previous.  The  plant  was  at  once  re- 
built, but  the  heavy  fire  loss  so  burdened 
the  corporation  that  in  1S79  it  was  forced 
to  suspend,  and  in  ISSO  a  new  corixiration 
was  formed  under  the  present  name,  with  a 
cajjita!  of  $300,000,  which  has  since  been  in- 
creased to  $750,000.  The  plant  now  has  30 
printing  machines,  with  a  weekly  capacity 
of  100,000  pieces,  of  the  celebrated  American 
prints. 

Holder  Borden,  the  first  manager  of  the 
piant,  held  office  till  1837.  Jefferson  Borden, 
who  succeeded  him,  held  the  position  from 
that  time  until  187(i,  when  Thomas  .T.  Borden 
was  elected  agent.  M.  C.  D.  Borden,  who 
directed  the  New  York  end  of  the  business 
for  the  disposal  of  the  product,  acquired 
Tliomas  J.  Borden's  interest  in  18SC,  and  has 
since  lieen  the  sole  owner.  He  is  president 
of  the  corporation,  with  B.  H.  Borden,  treas- 
urer, and  M.  C  D.  Borden,  B.  H.  Borden  and 
H.  S.  Borden  directors,  .lames  B.  Harley 
v/as  sui)erintendent  for  many  years  until  his 
death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Harry  B.  Harley,  who  still  holds  that  posi- 
tion. 

The  Fall  River  ^lanufactory  was  organiz- 
ed in  March,  181 3,  with  a  capital  of  $40,000 
by    David   Anthony,    Dexter   Wheeler  and 


Abraham  Bowen,  and  erected  a  three-story 
mill,  00x40.  It  was  incorporated  with  $150,- 
000  cajiital  in  1820,  and  in  1827  built  what 
was  known  as  the  "Nankeen  Mill,"  which 
was  operated  by  A/ariah  and  .Jarvis  Shove 
in  maliing  nankei'ii  clotti.  This  was  de- 
molished as  well  as  the  first  structure, 
known  as  "the  old  yellow  mill,"  in  1831),  to 
make  room  for  "the  white  mill."  This  was 
burned  in  18GS  and  the  following  year  the 
present  five-story  granite  structure,  275x74, 
was  erected,  extemled  in  18;il,  to  increase 
its  capacity  to  41,0()0  spindles.  In  1897  the 
capital  was  reduced  from  $150,000  to  $:!o,ooo 
and  increased  to  $240,000.  The  property 
was  acquired  by  the  Pocasset  Mfg.  Co.  in 
1905.  Dexter  Wheeler  was  president  of  the 
company  1813-24;  William  Mason,  lS24-'52; 
Jason  H.  Archer,  1832-33;  William  H.  Mason, 
1833-59; Richard  Borden,  1859-02;  David  An- 
thony, 1802-03;  Richard  Borden,  1803-00; 
Nathan  Durfee,  1800-74;  John  S.  Brayton, 
1874-1904.  The  treasurers  have  been  David 
Anthony,  Hcjlder  Borden,  Bradford  Durfee, 
S.  A.  Chace,  Andrew  Borden,  Thomas  S. 
Borden  and  W.  Frank  Shove. 

The  Troy  Cotton  &  Woolen  Manufactory 
was  organized  as  the  Troy  Mfg.  Co.  in 
A. arch,  1813,  largely  through  the  efforts  of 
Oliver  Chace,  Nathaniel  Wheeler  and  Eber 
biade,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  in  shares  of 
$500  each,  the  present  par  value.  Oliver 
Chace  was  elected  agent,  and  James  Max- 
well, Sheffield  Weaver,  'Nathaniel  Weaver, 
Benjamin  Slade  and  Jonathan  Brown  a 
'standing  committee."  In  1814,  a  charter 
was  obtained,  the  name  change^d  to  the  pres- 
ent title  of  the  coi^poration  and  the  capital 
increased  to  $00,000.  It  was  reorganized  in 
1802,  and  the  cai)ital  raised  to  $300,000,  the 
present  figure.  The  first  mill  stood  across 
the  stream  where  the  present  factory  now 
is,  and  was  of  stone,  108x37,  four  stories  in 
height.  It  began  operation  in  March,  1814, 
with  2,000  s])indles.  The  'mill  was  burned 
in  1821,  and  rebuilt  in  1823.  A  three-story 
addition,  of  stone,  75x47,  was  -made  in  1843. 
and  ten  years  later  extended  80  feet  and 
made  two  stories  higher.  In  1800  the  1823 
mill  was  removed  and  the  present  north  end 
of  the  factory  birilt,  290x70,  five  stories.  The 
plant  has  14,400  mule  and  31.908  frame 
spindles,  and  1,059  looms,  all  of  which  are 
more  than  32  inches  in  width.  It  emiiloys 
400  hands  and  produces  5,000  pieces  weekly. 
The  treasurers  have  been  Eber  Slade,  1813- 
24;  Harvey  Chace,  1824-43;  Stephen  Davol, 
1843-00;  Thomas  J.  Borden,  1800-70;  Richard 
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B.  Borden,  1S7G  to  date.  No  presidents  were 
elected  under  the  original  corporation;  since 
18G2  they  have  been  Richard  Borden,  Jeffer- 
son Borden,  John  S.  Brayton  and  tlie  latter's 
son  of  ihe  sanio  name.  The  directors  are 
John  S.  Brayttin,  Rioliard  B.  Borden,  Tirad- 
ford  D.  Davol  and  Oliver  S.  llawes.  The 
superintendent  is  William  E.  Sharpies. 

The  Pocassei  .Mfg.  Co.  was  organized  in 
ISJ'J  with  a  eapitU  of  $100,i)0(i  and  acquired 
the  land  jiisi  west  of  Main  street,  includiu;j; 
the  falls.  Samuel  Rodman  of  New  Bedford 
■was  the  princ1i)al  owner.  The  company 
voted  tirst  to  erect  a  grrist  mill,  but  changed 
its  plans  and  luiilt  what  was  called  "The 
Bridge  Mill"  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream 
near  Main  street,  after  tearing  down  the 
old  grist  mill  that  stood  on  the  spot.  One 
thousand  spindles  were  placed  in  the  south 
half  of  the  new  structure  and  the  north  half 
leased  to  D.  &  D.  Buffinton  for  the  manu- 
facture of  warp  and  batting.  This  mill, 
which  was  of  stone,  three  stories  high,  4()x 
1(1(1,  ran  north  and  south,  with  a  long  ell 
over  the  river,  and  it  was  'here  that  the  first 
print  cloths  were  made,  %  yd.  wide,  and 
44  picks  to  the  square  inch.  It  was  burned 
in  1S43,  together  with  the  old  fulling  mill, 
which  stood  farther  south,  and  the  company 
shortly  after  erected  the  present  Granite 
block  on  the  site,  sold  a  few  years  ago.  A 
year  or  two  later  it  erected  a  part  of  its 
present  factor\-,  219x75,  and  five  stories  in 
height,  the  first  large  mill  to  be  constructed 
here  and  notable  for  its  width  as  well  as  its 
length.  It  commenced  running  in  1S47. 
This  plant  has  been  enlarged  from  time  to 
time,  most  recwntly  by  t.he  purchase  of  the 
I''all  River  Manufactory.  Oliver  Chace,  the 
first  agent  of  the  company,  served  until  his 
ileal li  in  1SI17,  and  was  succeeded  by  I\Iicah 
li.  Ruggles,  lS:n-57.  Stephen  Davol  follow- 
ed Mr.  Ruggles  as  treasurer  and  agent  from 
iS5S  to  1873,  when  the  ofTice  was  divided  and 
Mr.  Davol  became  agent,  with  Bi^adford 
Davol  treasurer.  The  latter  remained  in  of- 
fice till  1891,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  W. 
frank  Shove,  Ihe  present  treastirer.  Henry 
b.  Howe.  Theophilus  Parsons  and  William 
S.  Whitney  w'ere  agents,  succeeding  Stephen 
Davol.  Thomas  E.  Brayton  has  been  presi- 
dent since  1891,  having  succeeded  Stephen 
Davol  and  Horatio  Hathaway.  The  capital 
has  gone  through  various  changes.  It  was 
reduced  in  1S8S  from  $l,lGO,n()(»  to  $800,000, 
and  in  1893  to  $(500,000,  the  present  figure, 
by  the  payment  of  $200,000  to  the  stock- 
holders.   The    corporation    now  operates 


114,208  frame  spindles,  and  2,912  looms,  of 
which  1,802  are  for  wide  goods.  The  direc- 
tors are  Samuel  W.  Rodman,  B.  R.  Weld, 
George  S.  Davol,  Joseph  F.  Knowles,  Thomas 
S.  Hathaway,  B.  D.  Davol,  Thomas  E.  r>ray- 
ton,  Edward  L.  Anthony,  and  W.  Frank 
Shove.    Thomas  Connors  is  superintendent. 

ICarly  in  its  history  the  company  built  a 
nuiiiber  tif  stone  structures  to  rout  for  small 
mamifaeiorii  s.  In  oiu>  of  these,  erected  in 
Us2ij  and  knuwn  as  the  Satinet  factory,  the 
business  of  lUibeson's  print  works  was  first 
carried  on,  while  the  south  part  was  cvccii- 
pied  first  liy  Samuel  Shove  Co..  and  later 
by  Johi\  an.i  .lesse  i-Mdy,  the  suooe.-sors  ot 
this  lirm,  in  which  they  had  been  partners, 
for  thi'  mauufactui'e  of  woolens,  a  business 
that  gave  the  mill  its  name.  It  was  built 
of  heavy  granite,  with  the  north  end  on  the 
stream  and  the  soutli  on  Pocasset  street, 
and  was  three  stories  in  height  on  the  east 
side.  It  was  torn  down  to  make  room  for 
the  present  Pocasset  mill,  and  the  Eddys 
removed  to  the  Eagle  mill  in  Tiverton,  where 
the  business  was  carried  on  several  years 
till  the  factory  was  burned.  The  firm  had 
been  dissolved  some  time  before,  and  Jesse 
Eddy  in  company  with  Joseph  Durfee  erect- 
ed the  Waiusiitta  mills.  Mr.  Durfee  died 
before  manufacturing  began  and  it  was  car- 
ried on  successively  by  Jesse  Eddy,  "Jesse 
Eddy  &  Co.  and  Jesse  Eddy's  Sons  (Thomas 
1'  .  and  James  C.)  till  a  few  years  ago. 

The  "New  Pocassei"  was  built  in  182G,  on 
the  site  of  the  Quecpu  chati  mill,  and  leased 
to  A.  &  J.  Shove  and  Chase  iVi  Lulher,  for 
cotton  manufacl  iii  iug. 

The  small  mill  now  run  b.\-  the  I'ocasset 
at  the  west  side  of  its  main  plant  was  buill 
in  1827  and  known  lirst  as  the  .Massasoit  and 
later  as  the  Watuppa  mill.  It  was  so  large 
for  its  time  that  it  was  not  thought  one  firm 
would  wish  to  lake  all  so  a  partitiion  was 
built  and  two  wheelpits  put  in.  It  was 
leased  by  Brown  &  Ives  of  Providence  for 
cotton  manufacture,  hut  they  soon  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  water  power  and  pro- 
I)osed  removing  the  machinery  to  Lonsdale. 
Holder  Borden  bought  out  their  interest  and 
continued  the  mill  on  his  own  account.  It 
was  notable  as  the  first  mill  in  this  vicinity 
in  which  power  was  distributed  by  belts  in- 
stead of  gears.  In  IS  If!,  when  the  lease  had 
about  exi)ired,  the  Massasoit  mill  on  Davol 
street  was  erected  and  the  machinery  trans- 
ferred. This  last  was  better  known  as  "the 
Doctor's  mill,"  liecaiise  in  later  years  largely 
owncjd  find  rttn  by  Dr.  Nathan  Durfee.  It 
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had  a  capital  of  $120,000,  afterwards  in- 
creased to  $200,UUU,  and  in  1870  contained 
14, US  spindles  and  ;154  looms.  It  was 
burned  Nov.  2,  1ST5,  and  was  not  rebuilt. 
I'he  site,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Massasoit 
flour  mill,  formerly  Chase,  Nason  &  Durfee, 
is  now  occupied  by  the  IVIassasoit  Mfg.  Co. 
The  old  mill  on  Pocasset  street  was  operated 
for  a  time  as  a  cotton  mill  under  tlie  agency 
of  Linden  Cook,  by  a  corporation  known 
as  the  Wahtahpee  mills  (the  old  spelling  of 
Watuppa)  and  eventually  became  a  part  of 
the  Pocasset  Company. 

The  Quequechan  mill,  also  erected  by  the 
parent  company,  was  a  part  of  Robeson's 
Fall  River  Priiit  Works  until  1S59,  when 
0,000  spindles  wei-e  placed  in  it  and  cotton 
manufacture  begun.  The  capacity  was 
gradually  increased  to  12,.SU0  in  1SG7.  After 
the  failure  of  the  print  works  the  mill  was 
operated  for  the  creditors  with  Andrew 
Robeson,  third,  manager,  until  1879,  when  a 
corporation  called  the  Quequechan  mills 
was  organized  with  Mr.  Robeson  treasurer. 
He  resigned  in  1881  and  was  succeeded  by 
D.  H.  'Dyer.  The  business  proved  unprofit- 
able and  after  a  time  the  mill  was  sold  and 
devoted  to  other  purposes. 

The  Anawan  Manufactory,  which  stood 
over  the  stream,  where  the  Fall  River  Iron 
Works  No.  7  mill  now  is,  was  erected  by  the 
Iron  Works  interests  in  1825,  though  as  a 
separate  corix)ration.  It  was  a  large  factory 
in  its  day,  with  10,000  spindles,  and  was 
notable  for  the  hammered  granite  blocivs 
used  in  its  lower  stories,  which  were  uti- 
lized in  the  building  of  the  new  mill  when 
the  old  was  razed  in  1905.  Like  the  Meta- 
comet  it  was  run  by  the  Iron  Works  under 
the  direction  of  Major  Bradford  Durfee, 
Foster  Stafford  and  Richard  B.  Borden,  until 
the  division  of  the  npoperty  in  18S0. 
Thomas  S.  Borden  and  W.  Frank  Shove 
have  been  recent  treasurers  of  the  corpora- 
tions, with  Jefferson  Borden  and  John  S. 
Brayton,  presidents.  The  Anawan  discon- 
tinued operations  in  the  late  90's. 

The  Wampanoag  mills  were  organized  in 
1871,  with  Robert  T.  Davis,  president; 
Walter  C.  Durfee,  treasurer;  and  R.  T. 
Davis,  W.  C.  ]>iwfee,  John  D.  Flint,  Stephen 
Davol,  Foster  A.  Stafford,  Simeon  Borden, 
George  H.  Eddy,  Alphonso  S.  Covel,  Lloyd 
S.  Earle,  William  II.  Jennings  and  John  H. 
Boone  directors.  The  first  mill  was  of 
granite,  298x74,  five  stories  high,  with  28,000 
spindles.  Number  2,  also  of  granite,  five 
stories  high,  328x74,  was  erected  in  1877.  and 


a  weave  shed,  215x90,  two  stories  in  height, 
built  in  1887.  The  original  capital  of  $100,- 
000  was  increased  to  $500,000  in  1877  and  to 
$750,000  in  1887.  The  plant  now  has  14,852 
mule  and  70,330  frame  spindles,  and  2,215 
looms,  of  whicli  1,547  are  more  than  32  inch- 
es wide.  It  has  a  weekly  production  of  12,- 
000  pieces.  Mr.  Davis  is  still  president. 
Walter  C.  Durfee  was  treasurer  till  1891, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Eflinghani  C. 
Haight,  followed  by  William  Evans  in  1901 
and  by  W.  Frank  Shove  in  1905.  The  direc- 
tors are  Robert  T.  Davis,  John  D.  Flint,  Geo. 
H.  Eddy,  Franklin  L.  Almy,  John  H.  Boone, 
Wm.  H.  Jennings,  Robert  C.  Davis  and  W. 
F.  Shove.  Jas.  O.  Thompson,  Jr.,  is  super- 
intendent. 

The  Stafford  mills  were  organized  in  1871, 
with  a  capital  of  $550,000,  increased  in  1888 
to  $800,000  and  in  1S9G  to  $1,000,000.  Foster 
H.  Stafford  was  the  first  president  and 
agent,  with  Shubael  P.  Lovell  treasurer  and 
F.  H.  Stafford,  Samuel  Hathaway,  Charles  P. 
Stickney,  Robert  T.  Davis,  William  C.  Davol, 
William  L.  Slade,  Danforth  Horton,  Ed- 
mund Chase  and  Weaver  Osborn  directors. 
The  first  mill  was  of  five  stories,  granite, 
374x70,  and  was  followed  in  1880  by  a  sec- 
ond of  the  same  material  and  dimensions. 
A  weave  shed,  173x100,  was  erected  in  1900. 
The  plant  has  100,570  frame  spindles  and 
2,017  looms,  of  which  791  are  more  than  32 
inches  wide.  It  employs  825  hands  and  has 
a  weekly  production  of  14,000  i)ieces.  Foster 
H.  Stafford,  the  first  president,  died  in  1891, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  T.  Davis.  The 
treasurers  have  been:  S.  P.  Lovell,  1871- 
82;  Albert  E.  Bosworth,  1882-88;  Effingham 
C.  Haight,  18S8-90;  Frank  W,  Brightman, 
1890-1901;  Fred  E.  Waterman  since  1901. 
The  directors  are  Robert  T.  Davis,  Robert 
Henry,  John  C.  Milne,  Edward  E.  Hathaway, 
Samuel  W.  Hathaway,  Charles  B.  Luther  and 
Fred  E.  Waterman.  The  superintendent  is 
Timothy  Sullivan.  • 

The  American  Linen  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  1852  as  the  American  Linen  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  with  a  capital  of  $350,- 
000.  Colonel  Richard  Borden,  Jefferson  Bor- 
den, Oliver  S.  Hawes  and  Lazarus  Borden 
were  the  chief  i)ronioters  of  the  enterprise, 
which  was  started  for  the  manufacture  of 
fine  linen,  fabrics.  Large  stone  buildings 
were  erected,  including  a  mill  301x03,  but 
the  demand  for  the  product  soon  fell  off, 
because  of  the  introduction  of  thin  woolen 
and  cotton  cloths,  which  could  be  purchased 
at  less  cost,  and  in  1858  the  machinery  was 
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removed  to  smaller  buildings,  where  the 
manufacture  of  linen  was  carried  on  till 
1SC4.  The  main  building  was  enlarged  and 
equipped  for  the  production  of  print  cloth, 
and  in  18GG  the  No.  2  was  built,  393x72,  and 
five  stories  high.  The  two  upper  stories  of 
this  factory  were  burned  June  29,  1S7C,  and 
rebuilt  with  a  Hat  roof.  The  mill  was  ex- 
tended 80  feet  in  189:;.  The  company  was 
chartered  under  its  i)resent  name  in  IS,");;, 
but  in  1879  it  was  discovered  that  tlirough 
the  neglect  of  cei'tain  formalities  it  was  not 
in  legal  possession  of  the  plant,  and  the  old 
company  had  to  l)e  revived  for  a  time  by 
Legislative  act  to  allow  proper  conveyance. 
The  mill  has  18,810  mule  and  72,41G  frame 
spindles,  with  2,350  narrow  and  100  wide 
looms.  ll  employs  92-5  hands  and  has  a 
weekly  prodviction  of  15,000  pieces.  Richard 
Borden  was  presiilent  from  1852-75;  Jeffer- 
son Borden,  1875-87;  John  S.  Brayton,  1887- 
19o4,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Richard  B. 
Borden.  Walter  Paine,  3d,  was  treasurer 
until  1879  and  Bliilip  D.  Borden  from  1879- 
18!h;,  wIk'H  he  was  succeeded  liy  James  E. 
0sl)0rn.  The  directors  are  Richard  B.  Bor- 
den, Clark  Shove,  Oliver  S.  Hawes,  Jefler- 
son  Bordi,n,  .lames  10.  Osborn  and  John  S. 
Brayton.  The  superintendent  is  John  A. 
Collins.  Since  inoi  the  com|)any  has  oper- 
ated the  Allen  I'rint  Works  at  Providence 
for  the  tinishin.i;  of  a  part  of  its  product.  The 
original  capital  was  increased  in  1889  to 
$800,000. 

The  Union  mills  were  the  first  to  be  built 
here  on  the  basis  of  general  subscription  by 
the  community,  and  were  started  chii'lly 
through  the  elTorts  of  Hale  Jlemington  in 
1859.  A  company  was  formed  with  $175.- 
OtiO  capital,  S.  Angicr  Chace,  president; 
David  Anthon.N,  treasurer;  Simeon  Borden, 
clerk,  and  S.  A.  C  hace,  David  Anthony,  Hale 
Remington,  AVihiam  Mason,  Charles  O. 
Shove  and  Charles  P.  Dring,  directors.  A 
15,000  spindle  mill  was  erected,  followed  by 
another  of  twice  its  size  in  18G5.  No.  3  mill 
was  built  in  1877,  and  No.  4  mill  in  1895  as 
an  addition  to  No.  2.  This  last  is  three 
stories  in  height,  1 10x94. 

The  plan^  now  has  24,G40  mule  and  85,488 
frame  spindles  and  2,859  looms,  of  which 
1.717  are  more  than  32  inches  in  width.  It 
employs  825  hands.  S.  A.  Chace  succeeded 
Mr.  Anthony  as  treasurer,  and  in  1878,  owing 
to  financial  irregularities,  the  company 
passed  into  the  hands  of  its  creilitors.  It 
was  reorgani/.ed  as  the  Union  Cotton  Manu- 
facturing Company,  with  a  capital  of  $500,- 


000,  William  D.  Forbes,  president,  and 
Thomas  E.  Brayton,  treasurer.  .Mr.  Forbes 
was  succeeded  as  president  by  James  M. 
Morton,  he  by  Horatio  Hathaway,  and  he 
by  Edward  L.  Anthony.  The  capital  was 
increased  to  $750,000,  and  then  to  $1,200,000, 
its  present  figure.  The  directors  are  Edward 
L.  Anthony,  Thomas  M.  Stetson,  Thonuis  B. 
Wilcox,  Joseph  F.  Knowles,  Andrew  Borden, 
Thomas  E.  Braxton  and  Thomas  S.  Hatha- 
way.   The  superintendent  is  .'(ohn  C.  Judge. 

The  King  Philip  mills  were  incorporated 
in  1871,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000.  Crawford 
E.  Lindsey  was  president,  Elijah  C.  Kilburn, 
treasurer,  and  Jonathan  Chace,  James 
Henry,  S.  Angler  Chace,  Crawford  E.  Lind- 
sey, Philip  D.  Borden,  Charles  O.  Shove, 
Elijah  C.  Kilburn,  A/.ariah  S.  Tripp,  Benja- 
min A.  Chace,  Simeon  Borden  ami  Charles 

H.  Dean,  directors.  The  first  mill  was  of 
granite,  320x92.  In  1881  tlie  capital  was  in- 
creased to  $1,000,000,  and  mill  No.  2  erected, 
380x92.  This  was  followed  b\'  two  large 
weave  sheds,  one  288xl(.io,  in  1888.  and  the 
other  400x127,  in  1892.  The  mills  now  ha\e 
44,800  mule,  and  89,2tiO  frame  spindles 
and  3  oiiii  looms,  of  which  all  are  nu>re 
than    32    inches    in    width.    The\'  employ 

I.  lOt)  hands  ami  proiluce  plain  and  fancy  fine 
goods.  Crawford  E.  Lindsey  was  presi- 
dent till  188:;;  Rol)eit  Henry.  1883-85; 
Charles  J.  Holmes,  1885-1900,  and  Cie(U'ge 
.\.  Balliird  since  Marrh.  I90(;.  Simeon  B. 
Chase  succeeded  Mr.  Kilburn  as  treasurer 
on  his  dt-ath  in  1885.  The  directors  are 
Oeorge  A.  BallanI,  Hetir\-  II.  Eaid.  l.eontine 
Lincoln,  Cliaides  10.  I'isher,  Simeon  B.  Chase, 
Olixer  S.  llawes.  James  F.  .laekson,  Willia!i\ 
F.  Drajier  and  Francis  A.  Foster.  P.  .\. 
Niathewson  is  superintendent. 

The  Granite  mills  were  organized  in  LSG3, 
largely  throirgh  the  efforts  of  Chaides  O. 
Shove  and  lOdmund  Chase  The  capital  was 
originally  $225,000.  William  Mason  was 
president,  Charles  O.  Shove  treasureir,  and 
William  Mason,  John  S.  Brayton,  Edmund 
Chase,  C.  O.  Shove,  Lazarus  Borden,  Sam- 
uel Hathaway  and  Charles  P.  Stickney  direc- 
tors. A  five-story  granite  mill,  328x72,  was 
erected  in  18G3  and  No.  2,  378x71,  in  1871, 
No.  1  was  partially  burned,  v/ith  loss  of  life, 
September  19,  1874,  and  at  once  rebuilt.  In 
]89:i  a  tliird  mill,  of  granite  two  stories  in 
height,  2:!7x]27,  was  erected  for  spin- 
ning; one  <jf  one  story,  234x127,  for 
weaving,  and  a  one-story  picker  room, 
127x44.  The  plant  has  a  total  of  33,410 
mule  and  85,000  frame  spindles,  and  3,090 
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looms,  of  which  1,538  are  wide.  It  em- 
ploys 1,100  hands  in  the  production  of  11,000 
pieces  weekly  of  tine  and  medium  goods  to 
order.  The  capital  was  increased  to  $400,000 
in  May,  ISOl,  and  in  July  of  the  same  year 
to  $115,0U0;  reduced  in  1871  to  $400,000; 
increusetl  by  a  stock  dividend  to  $800, OoO  in 
181)2  and  to  $1,000,000  in  1803.  William 
.Mason  was  president  until  1802;  John  S. 
Urayton,  1892-1001;  Edward  B.  Hathaway 
since  1904.  Charles  O.  Shove  was  succeeded 
as  treasurer  by  his  son,  Charles  M.  Shove, 
in  1875.  The  directors  are  John  S.  Brayton, 
Edward  E.  Hathaway,  Robert  Henry,  Charles 
M.  Shove  and  Edward  Shove.  Thomas  H. 
McCreery  is  superintendent. 

The  Barnard  Alanufacturing  Company  was 
organized  in  October,  1S73,  through  the  ef- 
forts of  Louis  L.  liarnard,  Stephen  Davol, 
William  H.  Jennings  and  Nathaniel  B.  Bor- 
den. The  capital  was  fixed  at  $400  000,  but 
was  afterwards  reduced  to  $330,000.  Work 
was  at  once  begun  to  erect  a  cotton  factory 
of  stone,  280  feet  long  and  74  feet  wide,  to 
contain  28,400  spindles  (14,880  mule  and 
13,520  frame  spindles)  and  708  30-inch  looms. 
The  buildings  were  completed  in  the  summer 
of  1874.  The  Barnai-d  mill  was  one  of  the 
first,  if  not  the  first,  to  manufacture  cloth 
other  than  the  regular  28-inch  print  cloths, 
and  was  the  first  of  the  new  mills  in  Fall 
River  to  adopt  the  Sawyer  Ring  Spindle  for 
spinning  warp.  Spindles  and  looms  were 
added  from  time  to  time,  until  in  1895  the 
mill  contained  37,200  spindles  (17,3G0  mule 
and  10,810  ring  spindles)  and  918  looms  (085 
nairow  and  233  wide).  In  1S9G  the  capital 
stock  having  been  increased  to  $495,000  and 
a  new  granite  weave  shed  of  irregular  shape, 
3(!4  feet  long  and  148  feet  wide  in  its  widest 
pait,  two  stories  high,  having  been  built,  new 
machinery  of  every  description  was  liought 
and  installed,  so  that  now  the  mill  is  prac- 
tically a  new  mill  with  modern  appliances 
and  contains  GG,480  frame  spindles  and  1,7G4 
looms  (580  narrow  and  1,184  wide),  and 
gives  employment  to  GOO  hands.  Louis 
L.  Barnard,  for  whom  the  mill  was  named, 
was  the  first  pi'esident  of  the  corporation, 
1873  to  1880.  William  H.  Jennings  was  pres- 
ident, 1880  to  1885;  Dr.  James  M.  Aldrich 
succeeded  Mr.  Jennings,  1SS5  to  1S9C,  and 
Bradford  D.  Davol  has  been  president  since 
189G.  Nathaniel  15.  Borden  has  been  treas- 
urer since  the  formation  of  the  coiporation. 
Isaac  L.  Hart  was  the  first  superintendent, 
and  died  in  December,  ISSG,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  William  Hathaway,  the  present  in- 


cumbent. The  directors  are:  Bradford  D. 
Davol,  Fall  River;  Arnold  B.  Chace,  Provi- 
dence; William  H.  Gifford,  North  West- 
port;  Leontinc  Lincoln,  Fall  River;  William 
H.  Jennings,  Fall  River;  Simeon  Borden, 
I'^iU  River;  Stei)hen  A.  Jenks,  Pawtucket; 
and  Nathaniel  B.  Borilen  Fall  River. 

Tlie  Border  City  mills  were  incorporated 
in  1872,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000.  S.  An- 
gier  Chace,  George  T.  Hathaway,  Stephen 
Davol,  Chester  W.  Greene,  Elijah  C.  Kilburn, 
Charles  P.  Stickney,  Alexander  D.  Easton, 
John  M.  Dean,  William  E.  Dunham,  James  E. 
Cunneen  and  Horatio  N.  Durfee  constituted 
the  board  of  direction;  S.  Angler  Chace  was 
chosen  president,  and  George  T.  Hathaway 
treasurer. 

Mill  No.  1  was  built  in  1872  and  mill  No. 
2  the  following  year.  November  2,  1S77,  mill 
No.  1  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  the  spring 
of  1878  this  company  failed  and  the  property 
passed  into  the  hands  of  its  creditors. 

February  25,  1880,  a  new  company  was 
formed  under  the  name  of  the  Border  City 
Manufacturing  Companj-,  with  a  capital  of 
$  100,000.  Walter  C.  Durfee,  John  S.  Brayton, 
Crawford  E.  Lindsey,  Alphonso  S.  Covel, 
Jonathan  Bourne,  J.  Arthur  Beauvais,  INIoses 
W.  Richardson,  William  H.  Hill,  Jr.,  George 
M.  Woodward  were  elected  directors;  John 
S.  Brayton  was  chosen  president,  Otis  N. 
Pierce  treasurer  and  William  J.  Kent  super- 
intendent. 

December  9,  1880  it  was  voted  to  rebuild 
the  mill  destroyed  by  fire  and  to  increase 
the  capital  to  $000,000.  May  24,  1882,  the 
capital  was  again  increased  to  $800,000. 
April,  1882,  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Kent  re- 
signed and  were  succeeded  by  Edward  L. 
Antlumy  as  treasurer  and  Gilbert  P.  Cuttle 
as  superintendent.  May  15,  1SS8,  it  was 
voted  to  build  mill  No.  3  and  the  capital  was 
increased  to  $1,000,000.  The  corporation 
now  has  39,t>14  mule,  80,7GS  frame  spindles 
and  2,95G  looms,  2,324  of.  which  are  wide 
looms.    It  employs  1,000  hands. 

'Mr.  John  S.  Brayton  served  as  president 
of  the  corporation  until  his  death  and  was 
succeeded  in  November,  1904,  by  Thomas  E. 
Bra.\ton.  Mr.  Cuttle  resigned  as  superin- 
tendent September  1,  1902,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  John  J.  Shay. 

The  Stevens  Mnnuiacturing  Company  was 
incorporated  in  1892  with  a  capital  of  $250,- 
000.  Frank  S.  Stevens  was  president,  George 
H.  Hills,  treasurer,  and  Frank  S.  Stevens, 
Robert  T.  Davis,  Simeon  B.  Chase,  Edward 
B.  Jennings,  George  H.  Hills,  W.  W.  Crape 
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and  William  F.  Draper  directors.  Land  was 
purchased,  buildiniis  were  erected  and  niu- 
cliiiiery  in.stalled  iov  llie  manufacture  of 
statin,  .Mar.seillL'S  and  crochet  quiltings.  In 
April,  i.s'J!!,  ihf  capital  was  increased  to 
$:;5U,(I(IU.  'riic  capital  wa.s  s;ill  further  in- 
creased in  -\o\ember  of  I'.inL  to  $T(HI,()U0, 
and  in  IttOi'  a  si-cond  mill  was  built  for  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  and  linen  damask  and 
also  cotton  and  linen  ci'asli.  The  corpora- 
tion iK)w  emi)loys  about  Goo  hands.  .Mr. 
Hills,  the  lirst  treasurer,  is  still  in  oflice. 
Mr.  F.  S.  Stevens  died  April  25,  lii'JS,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Simeon  B.  Chase,  who  is 
now  the  president  of  the  coi-poi-al ion.  The 
directors  are  W.  W .  Crapo,  J.  1'].  O.sborn, 
Robert  T.  Davis,  E.  H.  Jennings,  S.  B.  Chase, 
deorge  IL  Hills  ami  Robert  S.  Golf.  Thomas 
McAuliffe  is  the  superintendent. 

The  Barnaby  mills  were  incorporated  in 
18S2,  with  $300,000,  with  Simeon  B.  Chase 
president,  Stephen  B.  Ashley  treasurer  and 
S.  B.  Chase,  Samuel  Waddington,  Robert  T. 
Davis,  George  H.  Hawes,  S.  B.  Ashley, 
George  H.  Hills,  ,1.  B.  Barnaby,  Charles  E. 
Barney  and  William  F.  Draper  directors.  A 
10,000  spindle  mill,  with  500  looms,  was 
erected  for  the  manufaclure  of  fine  ging- 
hams. The  mill  now  has  KJ.OOO  frame  spin- 
dles and  1,05(1  looms,  and  employs  550  hands, 
producing  2,5t)0  i)ieces  weekly.  The  original 
capital  was  increased  in  lSS-1  to  $-100,000, 
and  in  1!)01  decreased  to  $100,000  and  raised 
to  $;550,OOo.  l\Ii-.  Chase  was  succeeded  as 
pi-esident  in  100(1  by  .lerome  C.  Borden. 

Tne  treasuiers  have  been  S.  B.  Ashley. 
1S82-1900;  Arthur  H.  Mason,  I'.idO-lOol ; 
Fred  W.  Harley,  i;)01-5;  Harry  L.  French 
since  1905.  The  directors  are  Jerome  C.  Bor- 
den, B.  D.  Da  vol,  F.  O.  Dodge,  James  F. 
Jackson,  William  C.  Hawes  and  F.  \V.  Har- 
ley.   E.ben  C.  Willey  is  superintendent. 

The  Flint  mills  were  organized  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1872,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  in- 
creased in  Oct(d)er  to  $580,(100.  John  D. 
Flint  was  the  lirst  president,  Stephen  C. 
Wriglitington  treasurer  and  John  D.  Flint. 
Robert  T.  Davis,  Stephen  Davol,  William  IL 
Jennings,  William  T.  Hall,  Dan'iel  .McGowan, 
Gardner  T.  6ean,  S.  C.  Wrightington,  Wil- 
liam Carroll  and  Cornelius  Hargraves  direc- 
toi'S.  A  five-story  mill,  u00x9-l,  was  erected, 
destroyed  by  lire  October  28,  1S82,  and  at 
onc(!  ri'buill.  The  plant  has  50,81G  frame 
spindles,  1,101  looms,  of  which  978  are  more 
tnan  32  inches  wide;  employs  about  500 
hands  and  luis  a  weekly  production  of  50, Odd 
pounds     under     nornral     conditions.  Mi'. 


Wrightington  resigned  as  treasurer  in 
x.iarch,  1872,  and  was  succeeded  by  (iei)ige 

H.  Eddy,  who  served  unlil  1878.  .lolin  I). 
Flint  then  took  the  posiLion,  and  Brailtnrd 
D.  Davol  became  presiileiit.  In  1879  .Mr. 
Flint  resumed  the  presidency  and  liradfoid 
1).  Davol  was  elected  treasurer,  remaining 
unlil  18N2,  wlic.'ii  he  was  succeeded  b.\'  Wil- 
liam S.  Poller.  The  directors  are  John  1). 
I'linl,  Franklin  L.  Aluiy,  Bradford  1).  Davol. 
.loliii  l'\  Slatlunl.  riiomas  L.  l)o\le  and 
William  S.  Poller.  SuperiiitendeiU ,  Rolieil 
Place. 

The  .Mechanics  mills  were  incorporated  in 

I. SGN,  Willi  $75u,0(Mi  cai)ital.  Thomas  ,1.  Bor- 
den was  in-esiilent  ami  agent,  IJ.  II.  Dyer 
clerk  and  treasuri'i',  and  Thomas  J.  Borden, 
Sieidien  Ha\id,  La/aiiis  Borden,  .lob  B. 
Fi'ench,  Southard  11.  -Miller,  B.  .M.  C.  Diirfee, 
Tillinghast  Records,  James  .M.  .Morion  and 
A.  D.  Easton  directors.  A  live-story  brick 
mill,  372x92  was  erected.  The  caiiacity  of 
the  plant  has  been  graduall.\  iiicri.'ase'd,  till 
i[  now  has  17,218  mule  and  11,072  frame 
spindles,  wllli  1.55(1  hxmis,  of  which  5 1  ti  are 
more  than  32  inches  in  widlh.  li  employs 
550  hands  and  has  a  week!,\'  product  ion  of 
7,500  pieces.  The  presidenls  have  lieen : 
Tlujmas  J.  lUn-deii,  1.N(;N-71;  Stephen  l)a\id, 
L871-N8;  Thomas  . I.  liordeii,  1SSN-I:i(i2;  .lohn 
S.  Bray  ton,  PMi2-11mi1;  Rieliard  B.  lionleii, 
1001  to  dale.  1 ).  II.  Dyer,  I  he  lii  st  Ireas- 
nrer,  was  suc'ceeiled  by  Thomas  .1.  liorden 
from  1871-70;  George  B.  Durfee,  1870-79; 
Frank  S.  Stevens,  1879-82;  H.  N.  Oiirfee, 
1882-92;  lOdward  Shove,  18!)2-19o5;  Ivlward 
L.  AnlhoiiN'  in  i:m5.  The  di lectors  are  Ri<di- 
ard  B.  15ordeii,  Bradford  1).  l)av<d,  lOdward 
S.  Adams,  John  S.  Bi'ayton  and  I'Mward  L. 
Anthony.  I'^eli.x  Crankshaw  is  suiierini endenl. 

The  Seaconnet  mills  were  organijccd  in 
1881,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  and  erected 
a  35,000  s|)indle  mill,  enlarged  in  1895  to 
about  its  present  size,  'the  capital  was  in- 
creased in  189  1  to  $000,000.  Thv  lirsl  olliccrs 
WLvre:  PresidenI,  Henry  C.  Lincoln;  Treas- 
urer, Edward  A.  Cliace;  Directors,  Henry 
C.  Lincoln,  George  A.  Draper,  Sfejihcn  A. 
Jencks,  William  Beattie,  D.  A.  Cliapin,  Wil- 
liam R.  Warner,  Augustus  Chace,  Milton 
Reed  and  Reuben  Hargraves.  iMr.  Jeneks 
was  elected  presideiil  in  1881.  nn  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's death,  and  was  sui'ceedi'd  in  iN.s.s  bv 
Leontine  Lincoln.  Edward  A.  Chace  was 
treasurer  until  1901,  when  he  was  succeeded 
icmporarily  by  Milton  Reed  and  soon  after 
by  William  N.  MrLane.  James  E.  Cunncen 
has  been  superintendent  since  the  organiza^ 
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tiou  of  the  corporatiyu.  It  uow  has  05,400 
frame  spiudles  aud  1,8-18  looms,  of  which  732 
are  more  than  32  inches  in  width.  The 
number  of  hands  employed  is  GOO,  and  the 
weekly  production  iU,000  pieces.  The  di- 
rectors are  Leoutine  l/incoln,  Joseph  A. 
Bowen,  William  Buaitie,  Stephen  A.  Jencks, 
William  R.  Warner,  .1.  T.  Lincoln  and  WH- 
liani  N.  McLane. 

The  Tecumseh  mills  were  incorporated  in 
18GG  by  Augustus  Chace,  Jarnes  W.  Hartley, 
John  P.  Slade  and  their  associates,  with  a 
capital  of  $350,000,  in  shares  of  $1,000  each, 
reduced  in  1S77  to  $02,000.  A  five-story 
granite  nvill,  190x72,  was  erected  on  Hartwell 
street.  A  large  addition  was  built  a  few 
years  later  and  in  1872  a  second  mill,  200x75, 
was  constructed  on  Plymouth  avenue,  fol- 
lowed in  1895-90  by  No.  3,  ;nOxlliO  feet.  The 
plant  now  has  75,821  frame  spindles  and 
1,8UG  looms,  of  wliich  934  are  more  than  32 
inches  wide.  It  employs  (Jnij  iiands  and  has 
a  weekly  production  of  12,00U  pieces.  Augus- 
tus Chace  was  the  first  president,  Isaac  B. 
Ohace  treasurer,  ami  Augustus  Chace,  James 
W.  Hartley,  Louis  L.  Barnard,  Lazarus  Bor- 
den, Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  Cook  Borden  and 
Danforth  Horton,  directors.  Augustus  Cliace 
was  president  until  1880,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Jerome  C.  Boi  den.  Isaac  B.  Chace, 
the  first  treasurer,  was  followed  by  Simeon 
B.  Chase,  and  in  August,  1882,  by  Frank  H. 
Dwelly.  The  directors  are  Jerome  C.  Bor- 
den, Simeon  B.  Chase,  Leontine  Lincoln, 
George  II.  Hills  ami  F.  H.  Dwelly.  Robin- 
son Walmsley  is  suiieriivtendent.  The  capi- 
tal was  increased  May  14,  1900  from  $5i)0,- 
000  to  $750,000. 

The  Davol  mills  were  organized  in  1SG6 
and  incorporated  the  following  year.  The 
capital  was  fixed  Fdiruary  3,  1S08,  at  $270,- 
00(1. 

A  five-story  brick  mill,  about  300  feet  long 
by  73  feet  wide,  was  erected,  and  the  manu- 
facture of  shirting,  sheeting,  silesia  and 
fancy  fabrics  begun.  In  1871  the  directors 
were  authorized  to  build  an  addition  to  con- 
tain about  the  sanue  number  of  spindles,  and 
this  addition  was  placed  at  right  angles  with 
the  original  miy,  so  that  the  plant  now  forms 
two  sides  of  a  quadrangle. 

On  May  1,  1878,  by  vote  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, the  cajiital  stock  was  increased  to  $400,- 
000.    Tiiis  increase  was  not  successful. 

On  December  18,  1879,  the  capital  stock 
was  reduced  from  $400,0(10  to  $2,700,  and 
on  the  same  day  increased  from  $2,700  to 
$400,000.    On  May  7,  1888,  the  capital  stock 


was  reduced  from  $400,000  to  $100,000,  and 
at  the  same  time  increased  to  $300,000. 

June  24,  1890,  the  stock  was  further  in- 
creased from  $300,000   to  $400,000. 

The  mill  now  has  11,008  mule  spindles,  33,- 
(U'li  frame  spindles  and  1,240  looms,  of  which 
1,094  are  more  than  32  inches  wide.  It  em- 
ploys 380  hands  and  produces  about  4,00(1 
pieces  of  plain  and  fancy  goods  weekly. 

William  C.  Davol  was  president  from  1800 
to  1882;  Jonathan  Slade  from  1882  to  1883; 
F.  S.  Stevens  from  1883  to  1885;  A.  B.  San- 
ford  from  1885  to  1892;  Frank  L.  Fish  from 
1892  to  1903.  W.  R.  Chester  has  now  been 
president  since  1903. 

William  C.  Davol,  Jr.,  was  treasurer  from 
1800  to  1878;  F.  S.  Stevens  from  1878  to 
1883;  C.  M.  Slade  from  1S83  to  1885;  B.  W. 
Nichols  from  1885  to  1887.  George  H.  Hills, 
the  .present  treasui'er,  has  occupied  this  of- 
fice since  1887. 

The  directors  now  are:  W.  R.  Chester 
N.  J.  Rust,  C.  R.  Batt,  J.  J.  Hicks,  W.  S. 
Granger,  F.  L.  Fish,  S.  B.  Chase,  G.  S.  Eddy. 
Richard  G.  Riley  is  the  superintendent. 

The  Richard  Borden  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany 'was  incorporated  in  1871  with  a  capital 
of  $800,000.  Richard  Borden  was  president, 
4'homas  J.  Borden  treasurer,  and  Richard 
Borden,  Philip  D.  Borden,  Thomas  J.  Bor- 
den and  A.  S.  Covel  directors.  The  first  mill 
was  erected  in  1872,  and  the  No.  2  in  1889. 
The  mills  have  80,088  frame  and  15,300 
mule  spindles,  and  2,529  looms,  of  which 
2,295  are  over  32  inclies.  They  employ  745 
hands  and  have  a  weeklj-  i)roduction  ecpiiva- 
lent  to  15,000  pieces  of  print  cloths,  nearly 
all  wide  goods  and  fancies.  The  capital  of 
the  corporation  has  remained  unchanged,  ex- 
cept that  in  1889  It  was  reduced  to  $075,000 
and  again  increased  to  $.si)0,000  by  paymi'ut 
of  $125,000.  On  the  death  of  Colonel  Rich- 
ard Borden,  in  1871,  his  son,  Richard  H.  Bor- 
den, was  elected  jiresident  and  continued  in 
office  until  1870.  when  his  brother,  Thomas 
J.,  resigned  as  itreasirrer.  Richard  B.  took 
that  posit  ion,  and  Thomas  J.  was  made  presi- 
dent. He  was  succeedeil  as  president  on 
his  death,  in  1902,  by  Edward  P.  Borden, 
of  Philadelphia.  The  piesent  directors  are 
Richard  B.  Borden,  Jerome  C.  Borden,  Rich- 
ard P.  Borden,  Rufus  W.  Bas.-'ett,  l^dward 
P.  Borden.  Alexander  I\iakep<>ace  is  super- 
intendent. 

The  Shove  mills  were  organized  in  the 
spring  of  1872,  largely  through  the  efforts  of 
John  P.  Slade,  Charles  O.  Shove,  George  A. 
Chace  aud  Joseph  McCreery,  and  chartered 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


83 


April  2,  with  a  capital  of  $550,000.  Tlie 
corporation's  name  was  selected  in  lienor  to 
Mr.  Sliove,  who  was  elected  the  first  presi- 
dent. John  P.  Sladu  was  treasurer,  and 
CMiaries  O.  Shove,  Joseph  McCreery,  George 
.\.  Chace,  IJoyd  S.  Earle,  William  Connell,  Jr., 
Nathan  Cliace,  Isaac  \V.  Howland,  Josiah  C. 
Blaisdell  and  John  P.  Slade  directors.  The 
foundation  of  tlie  first  mill  was  put  in  in 
fS7o,  the  structure  completed  in  1S71  and 
put  in  operation  the  following  April.  It  is  of 
granite,  Jo[).\74,  and  five  stories  in  height. 
'I'he  No.  2  mill  also  of  granite,  194.x75  feet, 
and  three  stories  high,  was  built  on  the 
Rhoile  Island  side  of  the  State  line  in  ISSO- 
8f  and  devoted  to  spinruing.  A  two-story 
weave  shed,  lS4i^xl20  feet,  was  erected 
in  1897.  The  mills  have  72,800  spindles, 
composed  of  11,2^2  mule  and  C1,5GS  frame. 
They  have  2,100  looms,  of  which  1,100  are 
mare  than  32  inches  wide,  and  employ  700 
hands  in  the  manufacture  of  print  cloths 
and  odd  counts.  The  weekly  production  is 
8,000  pieces.  Charles  O.  Shove,  the  first 
president,  was  succeeded  on  his  death  in 
1875  by  John  P.  Slade,  in  1880  by  Charles  M. 
Shove,  and  in  ISttJU  by  Isaac  W.  Howland. 
.Mr.  Slade  was  succeeded  as  treasurer  by 
George  A.  Chace  in  1874  and  by  Cyrus  C. 
Rounseville  in  1S84.  'I'he  present  lioard 
of  directors  consists  of  Isaac  \V.  Howland, 
Cyrus  C.  Rounseville,  Fenner  C.  Brownell, 
John  A.  Jililler  and  Charles  A.  Hambly. 
Charles  H.  Richardson,  Jr.,  is  superintendent. 

The  Chace  mills  were  incorporated  in  1S71, 
with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  through  the  enter- 
prise of  Augustus  Chace,  George  \V.  Grinnell, 
Cook  Borden  and  Joseph  A.  Baker.  Augus- 
tus Chace  was  president  until  his  death,  in 
ISSG,  when  ho  was  succeeded  by  Edward 
E.  Hathawa\'.  Joseph  A.  Baker  has  bei-n 
treasurer  since  the  first.  A  six-story  gran- 
ite mill  was  erected  lin  1872,  377x74,  and  No. 
2,  of  granite,  310x120,  two  stories,  in  1895. 
In  190G  the  company  purchased  the  plant  of 
the  Burlington  Cotton  mills,  at  Burlington, 
Vt.,  and  now  operates  a  total  of  115,928  si)in- 
dles  and  2,G47  looms.  It  employs  850  hands 
and  has  a 'weekly  production  of  11,000  pieces. 
The  original  capital  has  been  increased  by 
stock  dividends  to  $750,000  in  1S99,  and  $900,- 
(100  in  1905.  The  directors  are  Edward  E. 
Hathaway,  Joseph  A.  Baker,  George  W.  Grin- 
nell, Jerome  C.  Borden,  John  H.  Estes  and 
Henry  H.  Eddy.  John  C.  Smith  is  superin- 
tendent. ^ 

The  Merchants'  Manufacturing  Company 
was  organized  in  the  fall  of  ISGG,  with  a  cap- 


ital of  $800,000,  largely  through  the  efforts 
of  William  H.  Jennings,  who  became  the  first 
treasurer,  with  James  Henry  president 
and  James  Henry,  W.  H.  Jennings,  Augustus 
Chace,  L  .L.  Barnard,  Robert  S.  Giljbs, 
Charles  H.  Oean,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey,  Rob- 
ert K.  Remington  and  i^afayette,  Nichols  di- 
I'ecttH's.  A  granite  mill,  five  stories  in 
height,  was  erected  and  the  first  cloth  made 
in  Fel>ruary,  18G8.  In  1871  the  structure  was 
enlarged  to  a  total  lengtn  of  397  feet,  in 
which  there  were  then  85,570  spindles  and 
1,942  looms.  In  March,  1893,  the  corporation 
acquired  the  adjoining  pr<jperty  of  tlie  Cres- 
cent nulls,  and  now  has  32,032  mule  and 
101,504  frame  spindles,  with  3,327  looms,  of 
which  1,101  are  more  than  32  inches  wide. 
It  employs  1,150  hands  and  has  a  weekly  pro- 
duction of  19,000  pieces.  Since  1901  it  has 
operated  the  Allen  Print  Works  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  conjunction  with  the  Amer- 
ican Linen  Coniiiany,  for  the  finishing  of  part 
of  its  product.  Mr.  Henry  was  president 
until  1893,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James 
]M.  Osbom  and  he  in  1898  by  Edward  B.  Jen- 
nings. The  treasurers  have  been:  W.  H. 
Jennings,  18GG-82;  Simeon  B.  Chase,  1S,S2-' 
85;  Alphonso  S.  Covel,  1SS5-18S7;  Andrew 
Borden,  1S87-1S9S,  and  James  E.  OsbDrn 
since  18'.is.  Tlie  tlireotois  are:  Edwaid 
H.  Jennings,  Richard  B.  Borden,  Robert  T. 
Davis,  Robert  Henry,  Andrew  J.  Jennings. 
George  L.  Davol,  Thomas  E.  Bra,\  ton,  Wil- 
liani  B.  M.  Chace  and  James  E.  Osliorn. 
Harry  J.  Ricketsim  is  superintendent. 

The  Bourne  mills  was  incorporati'd  in 
June,  INSl.  Willi  seven  stoekholdi.'is.  nauielx': 
Jonathan  Bourne,  (ieorge  A.  Chace,  Edmund 
Chase,  Lloyd  S.  lOarle,  Danfortli  Hoilon. 
Charles  M.  Sluive  and  Frank  S.  Ste\iiis. 
The  capital  was  fixed  at  $400,000.  The  capi- 
tal was  increased  in  November,  1883,  to 
$000,(100  and  reduced  in  October,  INNI, 
again  to  $400,0(iO.  In  September,  1903,  it 
increased  lo  $1,000,000,  $100,000  of  wiiicli 
was  paid  in  by  a  special  divid.'iid.  The 
stockholders  now  number  over  eiglity,  but  a 
majority  still  remains  in  number  with  the 
immediate  families  and  heirs  of  the  original 
seven  and  the  Hourne  interest  controls  a 
majority  of  the  shares. 

The  mills  were  built  to  manufacture  goods 
upon  orders,  Init  before  beginning  opei-a- 
tions  ]\Ir.  George  F.  Morgan  of  Lowell,  an 
expert  canton  llannel  maniifacl  iin-r,  was 
engaged  as  superintendent,  and  the  worlv 
diverted  to  this  class  of  textiles.  'I'lie  busi- 
ness required  the  services  of  a  selling  agency 
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and  proved  unprofitable.  Mr.  Morgan  re- 
signed in  1885.  Mr.  Raymond  Murray  was 
cliosen  his  successor  and  remained  superin- 
tendent till  April,  19U5.  Upon  iiis  resigna- 
tion i\Ir.  William  Evans  became  superintend- 
ent, but  resigned  in  October,  when  the  pres- 
ent superintendent,  Mr.  George  Delano,  was 
elected. 

Mr.  Edmund  Chase  was  first  president  of 
the  owrporation;  upon  his  death,  Hon.  Jon- 
athan Bourne  became  president.  He  died 
in  1889,  and  his  son,  Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne, 
jr.  was  made  his  successor.  The  next  year 
Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens  was  elected  president, 
and  continued  till  he  resignea  m  1S97,  when 
Mr.  Stephen  A.  Jenks  was  chosen.  Mr. 
George  A.  Chace  has  been  clerk  and  treas- 
urer from  the  beginning.  The  mills  were 
built  by  him,  with  Lloyd  S.  Earle  in  charge 
of  the  masonry  and  Fenner  Brownell  over 
the  carpenter's  work.  There  were  installed 
43,UU8  spindles  and  1,080  looms.  In  1900,  a 
new  weave  shed  was  built  under  direction  of 
Mr.  Frank  P.  Sheldon,  and  the  present  plant 
contains  91,258  spindles  and  2,G40  looms. 

In  1889  the  corporation  adopted  a  plan 
of  profit  sharing  with  its  employees,  ajid  reg- 
ular semi-annual  dividends  upon  wages  have 
been  declared  ever  since,  with  one  exception, 
on  account  of  the  general  strike  in  1904. 

The  long  strike  of  1904  was  a  severe  blow 
to  the  company,  and  the  stock  has  recently 
lieen  selling  between  $00  and  $70  a  share. 

The  record  of  dividends  follows:  1885,  2 
per  cent.;  1S8G,  G  per  cent.;  1887,  14  per 
cent.;  1888,  IG  per  cent.;  1889,  IG  per  cent.; 
1890,  12  per  cent.;  1891,  12  per  cent;  1892, 
IG  per  cent.;  189;5,  12  per  cent.;  1894,  12 
per  cent.;  1895,  24  per  cent.;  189G,  12  per 
cent.;  1897,  IS  per  cent.;  1898.  8  per  cent.; 
1899,  10  per  cent,;  1900,  14  per  cent.;  1901, 
Gi/o  per  cent.;  1902,  121/2  per  cent.;  1903, 
491/0  per  cent.;  1904,  31/2  per  cent.;  1905,  3 
per  cent.;  'total,  279  per  cent. 

The  Luther  Manufacturing  Company  was 
incorporated  'in  1903  with  a  capital  of  $350,- 
000.  Leontine  Lincoln  is  president,  Charles 
B.  Luther  treasurer,  and  Leontine  Lincoln, 
Charles  B.  Luther,  Robert  C.  Davis,  John  H. 
Estes,  William'H.  Jennings,  James  Marshall 
and  William  N.  McDane  directors.  The  com- 
pany took  over  the  plant  of  the  Robeson 
mills,  which  had  been  incorporated  in  I8GG, 
with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  Samuel  Hatha- 
way was  the  first  president.  Linden  Cook 
treasurer,  and  Andrew  Robeson,  Cliarles  P. 
Stickney,  Samuel  Hathaway,  William  C. 
Davol,  Jr.,  Linden  Cook,  Samuel  Castner  and 


Josiah  Brown,  directors.  Mr.  Hathaway  was 
president  till  1873;  C.  P.  Stickney,  1873-78; 
Linden  Cook,  1878-82;  Danforth  Horton, 
1882-84;  C.  M.  Hathaway,  1884-95;  Charles 
B.  Luther,  1895-98.  Louis  Robeson  took  Mr. 
Cook's  place  as  treasurer  when  the  latter  be- 
came president,  was  succeeded  by  Clarence 
Ai.  Hathaway,  and  by  C.  B.  Luther  in  1898. 
The  plant,  was  enlarged  and  modernized,  fol- 
lowing its  purchase  l)y  the  Luther  Company, 
and  now  has  44,704  fi-ame  spindles,  with 
1,000  looms,  of  which  850  are  more  than  32 
inches  wide.  It  employs  400  hands,  and  has 
a  weekly  production  of  4, GOO  pieces.  John  H. 
Holt  is  superintendent.  $250,000  20-year  5 
per  »ent.  bonds  were  issued  August  1,  1903. 
The  directors  are  Leontine  Lincoln,  Charles 
B.  Luther,  Roljcrt  C.  Davis,  John  H.  Estes, 
William  H.  Jennings  and  James  Marshall. 

The  Conanicut  mills  were  formed  with  a 
capital  of  $,so,00()  in  1880  'by  Crawford  E. 
Lindsey  and  others  to  take  over  the  Olfver 
Chace  mill,  which  had  l)een  operated  by 
Chace  for  the  manufacture  of  thread  for 
about  25  years  after  its  erection  in  1840,  and 
which  had  passed  into  the  control  of  the 
American  Printing  Company  in  18GG  and  be- 
come known  as  the  :\lount  Hope  mill.  The 
first  officers  of  Ihe  new  corporation  were: 
President,  Edmund  W.  Converse;  Treasurer, 
Crawford  E.  Lindsey;  Directors,  E.  \V.  Con- 
verse, Charles  L.  Thayer,  William  Lindsey, 
Elijah  C.  Kilburn  and  Crawford  E.  Lind- 
sey. The  capiital  and  the  size  of  the  plant 
have  been  increased,  fill  it  now  has  21,712 
frame  and  5,750  "mule  spindles,  with  097 
looms,  and  employs  about  275  hands.  Mr. 
Converse,  the  first  president,  was  succeeded 
by  his  son  of  the  same  name  on  his  death 
in  1894.  Mr.  Lindsey  is  still  treasurer.  The 
present  directors  are  E.  W.  Converse,  James 
H.  I'.hace,  C.  E.  Linasey,  C.  B.  Barney  and 
Clarence  A.  Brown.  The  last  is  superintend- 
ent; ' 

The  Cornell  mills  were 'incorporated  in 
1889,  with  a  capital  of  $4u0,000.  The  first 
officers  were:  John  D.  Flint,  president;  John 
W.  Hargraves,  treasurer,  and  John  D.  Flint, 
Reuben  Hargraves,  Thomas  Hargraves,  Dan- 
iel H.  Cornell,  Clark  Chase,  James  F.  Jack- 
son Cyrus  Washburn,  Arthur  L.  Kelley, 
Stephen  A.  Jenks,  Rodman  P.  Suelling  and 
William  F.  Draper,  .Tr.,  directors.  A  four- 
story  granite  mill  was  erected  375x120.  The 
plant  has  41,920  frame  spindles  and  1,080 
looms,  of  which  780  are  more  than  32  ihches 
wide,  employs  400  hands  and  has  a  weekly 
production  of  5,500  pieces  of  odd  goods  of 
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fine  and  medium  counts.  Mr.  Flint  has  been 
liresident  since  the  oi'gani/.alion.  Fred  E. 
Waterman  .siiccicded  .Mr.  Hargrave.s  as 
treasurer  in  ISUn.  'l"he  directors  are  John  D. 
Flint,  Daniel  H.  (Joi'nell,  .James  F.  Jackson, 
ICdwaril  S.  Adam.s,  Fied  E.  Waterman,  J(jhn 
F.  Slaft'ord,  Stephen  A.  Jenks,  Myron  I'^ish 
and  Rodman  P.  Sneliing.  Frank  S.  Akin  is 
superintendent. 

The  Laurel  Lake  mills  were  organized  in 
IXSl  by  John  P.  Slade,  Hon.  Robert  T.  Davis 
and   Henry   C.  Lincoln,   with  a   capital  of 
$1U0  UUU.    John  P.  Slade  was  elected  presi- 
dent and  Abbott  E.  Slade  treasurer,  and  a 
■!4,000  spindle  mill  erected,  enlarged  in  1S9G 
by  the  building  ot  an  addition  9:^x101  feet. 
The   capital   was   increased   to   $500, noil  in 
1.S95,  and  in  1K)>i  reduced  to  $200,000  and  in- 
creased to  $oOo,000.    The  plant  has  59, Sun 
frame  spindles  and  LG2S  looms,  of  which  GIS 
are  more  than  o2  inches  in  width.    It  em- 
ploys 4S5  hands  and  has  a  weekly  produc- 
tion of  S,5U0  pieces.     John  P.  Slade  was 
president  until  bis  death,  wlien  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  l^eonard  N.  Slade.  Abbott 
E.  Slade  has  Ijeen  treasurer  from  the  organ- 
ization of  the  corporation    except  October, 
l^'.i^.   to   October.    I'.'i'i*.    who-.-.   F.dw.ir.'.  1.. 
.\nihony  held  that  posit.ion.    The  director? 
are  Leonard  N.  Slaile,  Josejih   H.  Bowen, 
John   B.  Huard,  S.   W.   Howen.   Ralph  W. 
Reynolds  and  L.  Elmer  Wood.    Edmund  La- 
lime  is  superintendent. 

The  Wcetamoe  mills  were  incorporated 
in  1871,  with  $550,000  capital;  Louis  L.  Bar- 
nard, president;  D.  Hart  well  Dyer,  treas- 
urer, and  Messrs.  Barnard,  Dyer,  Job  B. 
French,  Jonathan  I.  Hilliard,  F.  K.  Hill,  Will- 
iam Lindsey,  Francis  B.  Hood,  Henry  C.  Lin- 
coln and  Elijah  C.  Ivilburn  directors.  A  five- 
story  'brick  mill,  320x74,  was  erected.  The 
plant  has  13,200  mule  and  31,072  frame  spin- 
dles, and  1,183  looms  of  which  lOS  are  more 
than  32  inches  wide.  It  employs  400  hands 
and  has  a  weekly  production  of  (1,700  pieces. 
L.  L.  Barnard  was  president,  1870-75;  Job  B. 
French,  1875-94;  William  Lindsey,  1894-97, 
and  George  H.  Eddy  since  that  time.  Mr. 
Dyer  was  treasurer  till  1875;  William  Lind- 
sey from  1879  to  1892,  and  Enoch  J.  French 
since  1S92.  The  directoi-s  are  George  H. 
Eddy,  John  P.  Nowell,  George  N.  Durfee, 
Enoch  J.  French  Cornelius  S.  Greene,  J.  Ed- 
ward Newton.  Superintendent,  Richard 
Thackeray. 

The  Crescent  mills,  now  the  property  of 
.  the    Merchants    Manufacturing  Company, 
were  incorporated  in  1871,  with  a  capital  of 


$500,000,  and  a  mill  339x74  erected,  with 
33,280  spindles  and  744  looms.  The  original 
ollicei's  were  Benjamin  Covel,  president;  La- 
fayette Nichols,  ireasui-er,  and  Benjamin 
Covel,  Lafayette  Nichols,  Daniel  A.  Chapin, 
William  B.  Durfee,  J.  F,  Nichols,  Joseph 
Brady,  David  F.  Brown,  G.  M.  Haffards  and 
Alphonso  S.  Covel,  directors.  The  treasurers 
were:  Lafayette  Nichols,  1871-1873;  Richard 
B.  Borden,  1S73-7G;  Alphonso  S.  Cevel,  elect- 
ed in  187G,  and  followed  by  Benjamin  W^ar- 
ren,  until  the  purchase  of  the  property  by 
the  IMerchants  Manufacturing  Company,  in 
1S93. 

The  Sagaiuore  mills  were  incorporated  in 
1S72,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000.    Louis  L. 
Barnard    was    president,   Francis   B.  Hood 
treasurer  and  .Messrs.  Barnard,  Hood,  J.  C. 
Blaisdell,  J.  W.  Hartley,  Charles  .McCreery, 
J.  J.  Hilliard,  Jo.'^eph  Borden,  W.  M.  Almy, 
D.  Hantwell  Dyer  and  J.  T.  Wilson,  directors. 
A  five-story  brick  mill,  320x73,  was  erected. 
In  1879  the  company  failed,  following  finan- 
cial irregularities,  and  was  reorganized  as 
the  Sagamore  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  $250,000,  increased  in  ISSO  to 
$500.0(10.  again  iuereased  iu  ISSl  to  $T:>i1.ohO. 
viiwe.i-jtVi  A\  \^>i  to  iiiM-i.ueO   and  m  InSn 
increased  to  Ji'ho.ihhi.    .\  secoinl  mill  was 
built  in  1SS2,  Xo.  1  burned  iu  1NS4  and  re- 
placed by  a  new   structure  in   18S8.  The 
plant  now  has  4,0G0  mule  and  87.45G  frame 
spindles,  with  2,302  looms,  of  which  854  are 
niore  than  32  inches  wide.   It  employs  aboivt 
800  hands  and  Jias  a  weekly  production  of 
about  13,000  pieces.    The  presidents  ^have 
been:    L.   L.   Barnard,   1S72-7G;    Jamefe  A. 
Hathaway,   1870-79;    Theodore  Dean,  1879- 
1885;    Charles  J.  Holmes,  1885-1903;  James 
M.  Morton,  Jr.,  1903  to  present  time.  The 
treasurers   have   l)een:    Francis   B.  Hood, 
1872-7G;  George  T.  Hathaway,  1S7G-79.  When 
the   corporation.    Sagamore  Manufacttnnng 
Company,  was  organized  Hezekiah  A.  Bray- 
ton  was  elected  treasurer,  November  6,  1879, 
and  has  served  in  that  capacity  ever  since. 
The  directors  are:    John  S.  Brayton  David 
H.  Dyer,  John  D.  Flint,  David  A.  Brayton, 
Jr.,  H.  A.  Brayton,  .lames  M.  Morton,  Jr., 
Randall  W.  Durfee,  all  of  Fall  River;  Moses 
W.  Richardson,  of  Boston    and  Francis  A. 
Foster,  of  Weston,  Mass.  Superintendent, 
James  A.  Burke,  Jr. 

The  Ancona  Company,  known  until  1903 
as  the  Slade  Mills,  was  the  first  of  the  pres- 
ent cotton  factories  to  be  erected  iTi  the 
southern  section  of  the  city,  and  was  incor- 
porated in  1871  by  WHlliam  L.  and  Jona- 
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Lliun  Slaile,  Benjaniiu  Hall  anil  Uiu  Dwelly 
hens,  tlu;  uwiuts  ol'  i-cal  estate  in  that 
locality,  assoeialeil  with  l'\  S.  Slevens,  Juhii 
C.  Millie.  \V.  ami  J.  M.  Osborn,  Richard  B. 
and  Tliunias  J.  Borden,  S.  Angler  Chace, 
Uavid  A.  lirayton  and  William  Valentine, 
Janu's  M.  Oshorii  was  the  first  treasurer, 
succeeded  in  INTO  ljy  Henry  S.  Fenner,  and 
in  IIMIJ  by  I'^rank  H.  Dwelly.  The  capital 
originally  l^oU.ooo,  was  changed  in  18U8  to 
$2-17,500  and  later  to  $200,000,  the  present 
figure.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
C  per  cent,  cumulative  preferred  stock  was 
issued  in  VMK'.,  and  $200,000  in  5  per  cent.  30- 
year  bonds  July  1  of  that  year.  The  mill  has 
oS,SSO  frame  spindles  and  l.OGS  looms,  of 
which  210  are  more  than  ;!2  inches  wide; 
eniiiloys  ;;x()  hands  and  i)i'oduces  5,500  pieces 
of  print  cloths  a  week.  Simeon  B.  Chase  is 
president,  and  the  directors  are  James  E.  Os- 
born,  Simeon  B.  Chase,  George  H.  Hills, 
James  1""'.  Jackson,  I^.  A.  Mathewson,  F.  H. 
IDwelly  and  James  A.  Chadwick.  Daniel  J. 
Harrington  is  superintendent. 

The  Narraganselt  mills  were  incorpor- 
ated in  1871,  with  a  capital  of  $350,000,  soon 
after  increased  to  $100,000.  Alexander  D. 
liaston  was  president,  .lames  Waring  treas- 
urer and  A.  D.  Eastoii,  James  Waring,  Foster 

H.  Stafford,  Daniel  McCowan,  Robert  Adams, 
Samuel  Watson,  D.  T.  Wilcox,  Holder  B.  Dur- 
fce,  William  Valentine,  James  P.  Milliard 
and  Robert  Henry  directors.  A  five-story 
bnick  mill,  300x75,  was  erected,  an  addition 
in  18S2,  and  a  weave  shed  two  stories  in 
height  120x70  in  1S95.  The  plant  now  has 
14,088  mule  and  2tt,05()  frame  siiindles  and 

I,  233  looms,  of  which  1,1G1  are  more  than  32 
inches  wide.  It  employs  400  hands  and  pro- 
duces 5,500  pieces  weekly.  The  presidents 
have  been:  A.  D.  Easton,  1871-7G;  Holder  B. 
Durfee  1870-78;  Robert  Henry,  1878-89,  and 
lidward  S.  Adams  since  that  time.  Mr.  War- 
ing was  succeeded  as  treasurer  by  Isaac  A. 
Brown  in  1897.  The  directors  are  Edward  S. 
Adams,  James  Hunter,  Charles  M.  Allen, 
Oliver  K.  Hawes,  Isaac  A.  Bowen,  all  of 
Fall  River;  Abraham  Steinam,  New  York. 
Jabez  Wilkinson  is  superintendent. 

The  Osborn  niills  were  incorporated  in 
1872,  with  Weaver  Osborn  president,  Joseph 
Healy  treasurer  and  Weaver  Osborn,  Joseph 
Healy,  James  T.  Milne,  Benjamin  Plall,  An- 
drew J.  Borden,  Joseph  Osborn,  Joseph  E. 
Macomber,  George  T.  Hathaway,  John  C. 
Milne,  D.  Hartwell  Dyer  and  Edward  E. 
Hathaway,  directors.  A  five-story  granite 
mill,  318x74,  was  erected.    In  1880  the  capi- 


tal stock  was  increased  to  $000,000  and  the 
adjoining  property  of  the  Montaup  mills  was 
purchased  and  remodelled  for  a  No.  2  Os- 
t)orn,  for  the  manufacture  of  line  goods.  A 
further  increase  in  t'he  capital  to  $750,000 
was  made  lin  1900.  The  plant  now  has  21,120 
mule  and  19,421  frame  spindles,  with  1,808 
looms,  of  which  842  are  more  than  32  inches 
wide.  It  employs  550  hands  and  has  a 
weekly  production  of  0,5(i(i  pieces,  \^'eaver 
Osborn  was  president  until  his  death  in  1891; 
he  was  succeeded  'by  James  M.  Osborn,  and 
in  1898  by  John  C.  Milne.  Joseph  Healy,  the 
first  treasurer,  was  succeeded  on  his  death 
in  1901  by  Simeon  B.  Chase.  The  directors 
are:  John  C.  Milne,  Edward  E.  Hathaway, 
John  H.  Estes,  George  N.  Durfee,  Elias  A. 
Tuttle,  Simeon  B.  Chase  and  James  E.  Os- 
born. Joseph  Walters  has  been  superintend- 
ent since  the  organization  of  the  corporation. 

The  'Montaup  mills  were  incorporated  in 
1871,  with  a  capital  of  $25O,o0O.  Josiah 
Brown  was  president,  Isaac  Borden  treas- 
urer and  Josiali  Brown,  Bradford  D.  Davol, 
George  B.  Durfee,  A.  D.  Easton,  William  L. 
Slade,  Isaac  Borden,  George  H.  Hawes,  Wil- 
liam Valentine,  Holder  B.  Durfee  and  Thos. 
J.  Bcjrden  directors.  A  four-story  brick  mill, 
212x74,  was  built  and  machinery  installed 
for  the  manufacture  of  seamless  cotton  bags. 
The  demand  fell  off  after  a  time,  the  liusi- 
ness  became  unprofitable,  and  in  1880  the 
plant  was  sold  to  the  Osborn  mills.  The 
machinery  was  removed,  the  mill  enlarged 
and  equipped  for  the  manufacture  of  the 
finer  grades  of  twills,  sateens,  etc.  It  is 
known  as  Osborn  No.  2. 

The  Globe  Yarn  mills,  now  a  part  of  the 
New  England  Cotton  Yarn  Company,  were 
incorporated  in  1881,  with  W.  H.  Jennings 
president,  Arnold  B.  Sanford  treasurer,  and 
Messrs.  Jennings,  Sanford,  Frank  S.  Stevens, 
Robert  T.  Davis,  Bben  S.  Draper,  James  E. 
Osborn  and  Daniel  D.  Howland  directors. The 
original  capital  was  $175, OOO,*  soon  increased 
to  $200,000,  then  to  $350,000.  both  in  1881;  to 
$000,000  in  1885,  to  $900,000  in  1887,  and  to 
$1,200,000  in  1891.  Mill  No.  1,  317x75,  was 
built  in  1881;  No.  2,  355x75,  in  1885;  No.  3 
354x100,  in  1887;  an  addition  to  No.  1,  109x 
95,  in  1891,  and  further  enlargements  since 
That  time.  The  plant  now  has  41,000  mule 
and  58,080  frame  spindles,  and  produces 
weekly  140,000  pounds  of  yarn  and  thread. 
It  employs  1,500  hands.  The  presidents 
were:  W.  H.  Jennings,  1881-1885;  William 
Dindsey  1885-1890;  Horace  M.  Barnes,  for 
a  brief  period  in  1890  until  his  death;  Jerome 
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C.  Borilfii,  ISlKM'joo.  A.  B.  Sanford  was  suc- 
ceeded as  treasurer  in  liS'JG  by  Edward  B. 
•lennini^s,  who  served  until  the  plant  entered 
the  New  England  Cotton  Yarn  Company  in 
l.Sli;i.  Charles  R.  Danielson  is  superinlend- 
eiil  (jf  this  jdant  and  also  of  the  Sanf(jrd 
Spinning. 

Tlie  Sanford  Si)inning  Company,  which  is 
now  also  a  part  of  the  New  England  Cotton 
Yarn  Company,  was  started  in  1S91  througti 
the  efforts  of  Arnold  B.  Sanford  and  Arthur 
H.  Mason,  who  became  president  and  treas- 
urer, respectively,  to  meet  a  growing  de- 
mand foi-  colored  and  fancy  yarns.  The 
capital  was  $tO(i,(iO(i,  increased  in  1893  to 
$500,000.  The  first  mill  was  of  three  stories, 
374x100,  with  a  dye  house  150x08,  2i/^  stories 
high.  The  plant  now  has  37  3G4  mule  spin- 
dles, employs  700  hands,  and  has  a  weekly 
pro^luction  of  12o,(miO  pounds.  Mr.  Sanford 
was  president  from  18'Jl-97;  Frank  S.  Ste- 
vens, 1897-98,  and  Charles  B.  Cook  from  1898 
till  the  corporation  was  merged  in  the  Yarn 
Company  in  1899.  Arthur  11.  -Mason  was 
treasurer  during  the  entire  period. 

The  Parker  mills  were  incorporated  in 
May,  1895,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Seth 
A.  Borden  Leoniine  Lincoln  and  James  E. 
Osborn,  of  this  city,  and  William  H.  Parker, 
of  Lowell,  and  a  mill,  three  stories  in  height, 
397V^xl4S  feet  wide,  erected.  The  capital 
stock  when  incorporated  was  $450,000,  but 
was  increased  October  18,  1895,  to  $500,000. 
The  plant  contaiiKul  originally  99S  looms  and 
45,704  spindles.  Later  the  looms  were  in- 
creased to  1,(188  and  the  spindles  to  48,9GS, 
which  is  the  present  CQuipment.  The  mill  is 
equipped  for  weaving  goods  of  the  finest 
yarns.  In  May,  1899  the  capital  was  in- 
creased to  $800,000,  and  a  mill  built  in  War- 
ren, R.  I.  The  present  capacity  of  Uiat  mill  is 
41,294  spindles  and  1,382  looms. 

William  H.  F'arker,  of  Lowell,  was  the  first 
president,  and  on  his  death,  in  1898,  Hon. 
Leontine  Lincoln  was  elected  to  this  office 
and  has  acted  as  piesident  evei'  since.  Seth 
A.  Borden  has  been  treasurer  of  the  corpo- 
ration since  its  organization.  The  directors 
are  George  E^.  Parker,  Stephen  A.  Jenks, 
Fred  W.  Easton  Leontine  Lincoln,  James 
E.  Osborn,  John  D.  Flint,  George  C.  Silsbury 
and  Seth  A.  Borden. 

The  Arkwright  mills  were  incorporated  in 
1897  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  cotton 
goods,  with  a  capital  of  $450,000,  and  erected 
a  four-story  istone  mill  395x127  feet;  Josei>li 
A.  Bowen,  the  first  president,  and  John  P. 
Bodge,  the  treasurer,  are  still  in  office.  The 


cori)oration  has  G0,;i(;8  frame  spindles  and 
1,103  looms,  of  which  1  013  are  more  than 
32  inches  in  width.  It  euiploys  500  liands 
and  has  a  weekly  production  of  from  5,U00 
to  7,000  pieces,  depending  on  kind  of  goods 
being  made.  The  dire-clors  are  Joseph  A. 
Bowen,  Leontine  Lincoln,  Thomas  D. 
Covel,  William  H.  Jennings,  Chauncey  H. 
bears,  James  M.  Morton,  Jr.,  D.  H.  Cornell, 
Spencer  Borden,  Jr.,  John  P.  B(jilge.  Su|)er- 
mtendent,  C.  C.  Pierson. 

Durfee  Mills. — .A  charier  of  incorpora- 
tion undei-  the  name  of  Durfee  Mills,  was 
granted  Bradford  M,  C.  Durfee,  David  A. 
Brayton  and  Jolui  S.  Brayion,  of  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  on  February  15,  18GG.  Tlie  nulls  were 
named  in  memory  of  Bradford  Durfee,  whose 
son  Bradford  M.  C.  Durfee  was  the  largest 
stockholder  in  the  corporation.  Eleven 
acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Pleasant 
street  and  the  west  side  of  Eight  Rod  Way 
now  Plymouth  avenui-',  were  selected  as  the 
site  u|>on  which  to  eiei'i  the  mills.  The  lirst 
mill,  37(;\72  feet,  witli  live  ^.tories  ami 
pitched  roof,  was  erected  of  granite  and 
equipped  with  the  l>est  machinery. 

On  January  1,  1807,  the  engines  were 
first  started,  in  .March,  the  lirst  cloth  was 
made,  and  in  November  of  that  year  the  mill 
was  in  full  operation.  In  1S71  Durfee  Mill 
No.  2,  a  duplicate  of  mill  No.  1,  was  built  and 
equipped,  tliiis  doubling  the  production  of 
print  cloths  of  this  corporation.  In  1880  the 
plant  was  further  enlarged  by  the  erection 
of  mill  No.  3,  127x44  feet. 

During  ISM  und  1885  two  stories  were 
added  to  the  ell  of  No.  2  mill.  The  mill  was 
revamped,  new  boilers  were  installed,  new 
engines  replaced  the  geared  engines,  warp 
frame  spinning  was  introduced  to  take  the 
place  of  mules,  and  the  mill  was  generally 
toned  up.  A  new  cotton  house,  204x93  feet, 
was  completed  in  1SS7,  and  the  No.  2  weave 
shed  was  built  in  1893.  * 

Extensive  repairs  and  alterations  were 
made  in  No.  1  mill  during  1891.  New  en- 
gines, boilers,  picking,  carding  and  frame 
spinning  for  warp  and  weft  were  installed  at 
a  large  outlay  and  the  mill  was  greatly  im- 
proved. A  building  containing  the  cloth 
room  and  repair  shop  was  erected  in  1895. 

In  1904  new  engines  were  installed  to  as- 
sist the  others  in  No.  2  mill;  new  picking 
machinery,  carding  and  spinning  frames 
were  added.  There  are  137,488  frame  spin- 
dles and  3,514  looms  in  the  plant. 

The  Durfee  mills  are  equipped  to  make 
wide,    medium   and   narrow   cloths   of  dif- 
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I't-Ti'iil  cuiiiits  and  wci.^lits,  aiiil  oiniiluy  o\l'1' 
eieveii  liuiiiircl  oprral  i\ c^s. 

liraiiloril  M.  ('.  niiiiic  held  iIil"  otlit'c  of 
pre.siilt  111  (jf  llic  cdiixiial  ion  iinlil  liis  ik'Uth 
ill  I8Tl';  .hiliii  S.  l!ia>ion  Iroiii  1872  nnlil 
(lis  (li-aih  in  I'.mi,  and  lliv,(dviah  A.  liraylon 
is  |ii'(  si(K'nl  ai  ilic  |ii<  sent  lime. 

I>a\id  A.  I!ia\liiii,  ilic  ori.^inator  oL  Ihis 
extensi\e  |ilanl,  was  1  n-asnrer  from  its  or- 
gani/aiion  nnlil  liis  dratli  in  ISSl,  wlu'u  liu 
was   snccfcdiMl  iIk-    piesi.'ni    I  roasiirer, 

David  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

'J'iie  dirtc'i ors  nl'  ilic  coriKirat ion  have  Ijeen 
Bradloril  .M.  C.  Diiilci-,  David  A.  Brayton, 
->hn  S.  Hia.\ioii,  Israrl  Perry  ]$rayton,  David 
A.  liiayioii,  .Jr.,  1  li  /i.dviah  A.  Brayton,  ,Jolin 
.Joncdjes  Bra.Moii,  JSiaiirord  W.  liitehcocd;, 
William  D.  S.  lirayton  and  .John  Siininier- 
f!el(|  Brayton. 

The  Da\  is  mills  were  incorjiorated  in  1'JII2, 
•.vith  a  capital  of  .$,^ii(i,00o,  lor  the  manufac- 
ture of  fine  cotton  i;()ods,  with  i^eontino  Lin- 
coln iiresident ,  ,).  Bion  liicliards  treasurer, 
and  Koherl  T.  I)a\is,  Leoutine  Idncoln,  l)an- 
iid  II.  Cnrmll,  'riu)mas  ]\  Covel,  William 
II.  .Icnnin.ns,  William  N.  .McLaiii',  William 
K.  I'^nllcr,  .Ir.,  and  .1.  liion  Richards  direclors. 
A  sLoiie  luill  of  three  stories  was  erected  in 
190:i.  In  .Januarj-,  irMKj,  the  cori)oration  weni 
into  the  hamls  of  i-ectdscrs.  .March  211,  ItmS, 
the  receivers  were  discharged,  new  capital 
being  ])aiil  in,  thereby  jjutting  the  corpora- 
tion on  a  sound  financial  basis.  Mr.  Rich- 
ards was  succeeded  as  treastirer  in  Decem- 
ber, 1;m)1,  by  Edward  Bai'ker,  and  Mr.  Bar- 
ker in  .March  by  Arthur  H.  Mason.  The  mill 
has  ri2,7.!(i  frame  spindles  and  1,100  wiile 
looms.  If  eniplo>s  loo  bands  and  has  a 
Aveekly  produclion  of  l.ooo  pi(>ces.  The  i)res- 
ent  otiicers  are:  I'nsident,  Lt-ontinc;  Lin- 
coln; Treasurer,  Arthur  II.  .Mason;  Clerk, 
William  10.  Fuller,  .Jr.;  Directors,  Daniel  II. 
Cornell,  Thomas  I).  Cove!,  .John  H.  Este.s, 
Leont/ine  Lincoln,  WilliaHi  K.  Fuller,  .Jr., 
Frank  .1.  Dale,  and  Arlhur  H.  Mason.  The 
siiperinleiiilent  is  .lames  A.  McLani;. 

The  Ilargravi's  mills  were  organized  and 
incorporated  in  ]S8,S,  with  a  capital  of  $400,- 
000,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods, 
largely  Ihrough'ihe  efforts  of  Seth  A.  Borden, 
Willi  whom  were  associated  Re-uben  and 
Thomas  Ilargarves,  Leoutine  I.,incoln,  John 
Baiiow,  James  10,  Oslioxn  and  Stephen  A. 
.lenks.  No.  1  mill  was  erected  in  1S89,  of 
granite,  four  stories  in  height,  o20x90.  In 
1S92  the  cai)ital  was  increased  to  $800,000 
and  No.  2  mill  built,  1 82x1 27,  a  iiart  three 
iiitories  and  a  part  two.    The  plant  now  has  a 


lolal  of  211, 8:m;  mule  and  7  1,(l(jO  frame  spin- 
dles, witii  ;i,lU2  looiii:-,  and  maiiutact  ures 
goods  of  the  liuesi  descr.ption.  ll  employs 
alioiii  800  hands.  Reiiben  Ilargarves,  the 
lir.-t  pi'esideni,  was  succeeded  by  James  10. 
(Jsl)orn  in  \S'J'>  and  by  Leonljine  Lincoln  in 
1898.  Seth  .\.  liordeii  has  bi'cii  Irea.surer 
since  the  organization  of  the  cor[)oration. 

The  direclors  are  Leoutine  Lincoln,  Ste- 
phen A.  Jenks,  (ieorge  C.  Silsbury,  Seth  A. 
Borden,  ,I(jhn  D.  Flint,  Fred  W.  lOaston,  Wal- 
ter L.  Parker.  The  superintendent  is  Wil- 
liam Evans. 

A  large  hat-maldng  business  has  been  de- 
veloped here  in  recent  years  from  small  be- 
ginnings. The  present  liat  factory  of  James 
.Marshall  &■  Bros.  nio\ed  here  abcnit  1887  from 
Hridgejiort,  Conn.,  establishing  itself  at  the 
foot  of  Shaw  street,  in  a  building  erecteil  for 
it  by  the  Hon.  I^oljeit  T.  Davis,  the  Hon. 
J'rank  S.  Stevens  and  the  estate  of  William 
.lennings. 

The  firm  at  thai  time  consisted  of  James 
.Marshall  and  1).  T.  Coleman,  and  the  ca|ia- 
cit\'  of  their  factory  was  about  forty-eight 
dozen  per  day.  The>-  gradually  outgrew  file 
quarters  there  and  i)urcliased  the  old  Wyo- 
ming mill  property  about  189G. 

In  1898  they  started  the  erection  of  their 
liresent  ))lant,  which  now  has  a  capacity  of 
800  dozen  hats  daily. 

Al)out  a  year  after  the  factory  was  estab- 
lished at  Fall  River,  D.  T.  Coleman  retired 
from  the  firm,  and  five  years  later  Robert 
.Marshall  and  John  Marshall,  brothers  of 
.lames  Marshall,  were  taken  iu'to  the  firm, 
which  has  remaini'd  the  same  ever  since. 

In  1891!  tile  New  Fngland  Fur  Cutting 
Company,  a  paji  nershii)  consisting  of 
.lames,  Robert  and  ,lohn  Marshall,  was 
established  under  the  direction  of  .M.  10. 
Ryan  in  a  small  building  on  Ferry  street,  op- 
jjosite  the  I.,incn  mill. 

At  that  time  they  handled  about  12,000 
rabbit  skins  per  wt'ek.  In  >898  they  moved 
from  Ferry  street  to  their  present  (luarters 
on  Chace  street,  and  while  the  business  is 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  hat  factory, 
it  is  closely  allied  to  it.  Last  year  they  used 
over  9,000,000  rabbit  skins  in  producing  fur 
for  hat  making,  not  only  for  the  hat  factory 
liere,  but  others  throughout  the  country. 

Along  with  this  business  also  has  grown 
what  is  known  as  the  Bristol  C<>uni\  Hat 
AVorks,  a  Rhode  Island  corporation,  doing 
business  now  just  over  the  border  of  Fall 
River,  in  Tiverton.  Their  business  is  to 
collect  waste,  old  hats,  etc.,  from  all  por- 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


89 


tions  of  the  wuiiil,  to  extract  the  shellac 
that  iw  iisc.l  lor  st ilfeiiiii^c,  recover  it  so  it 
may  be  usefi  over,  ami  shrediliug  apart  the 
olil  hats  and  waste  matei-ial  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  this  ol'  use.  They  employ  a 
lar^e  number  of  people,  and  the  business  is 
i^ro'win!^  all  the  time. 

The  Fall  I{iver  Bleachery  was  incor- 
poi'atfMl  in  May,  1S72,  Spencer  Borden  being 
organizer  of  the  comi)any,  whose  capital 
Slock  was  $250,(1(10.  The  works  of  the  cor- 
l)f)ratiou  were  builL  upon  land  piirchased 
ntar  Ihc  Tiverton  line,  I  he  property  border- 
ing llu'  South  W'aluppa  Pond,  and  getting 
iis  su|iply  of  ])u\\!  water  from  the  Stafford 
Ponil.  Sucker  liiook,  the  sole  outlet  of  said 
l)ond,  Hows  through  the  bleachery  property 
and  is  dammeil  back  to  make  a  I'eservoir  at 
the  poini  where  (he  works  were  built. 

Associated  with  Spencei'  Borden  in  the 
active  operation  (if  the  Bleaclun'y  were  his 
brothel',  Norman  10.  Borden,  and  Gooi-ge  O. 
i^athro]).  Jcffci'Kon  Borden  was  president  of 
the  company  unt.i  his  ilecease  in  1887.  Spen- 
cer BoriU'u  was  tr^'asurer  until  1880,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Norman 
10.  Borden.  He  held  the  position  until  his 
decease  in  1881,  when  Spencer  Borden  again 
became  treasurer,  so  continuing  until  1809. 

At  the  time  the  Bleachery  commenced  busi- 
ness, ;in  INTI),  .Micliael  Partington  was  super- 
in^tendt'Ut.  fle  retired  in  1878,  and  from 
that  time  until  18[»2  Spencer  Borden  acted  as 
both  treasurer  and  superintendent,  .Jefferson 
Borden,  .ir.,  becoming  superintendent  in  the 
latter  year. 

On  the  death  of  .Tcfferson  Borden  in  18S7 
George  \V.  Dean  was  elected  president  of  the 
corporation,  holding  olTice  until  his  decease 
in  1807,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James 
Marshall.  .Mr.  .Marshall  was  president  of 
Ihe  company  until  November,  1899,  when 
the  property  and  business  were  sold  to  the 
I'all  lliver  Bh  aching  Company  of  New  Jer- 
sey. 

As  slated,  the  fiist  works  were  built  in 
1872,  starting  business  in  1873.  In  1888  a 
stock  dividend  of  GO  per  cent  was  made, 
increasing  the  capital  of  the  company  to 
$100,000,  and  Mo,  o  works  was  built. 

The  officers  of  the  Pall  River  Bleachery 
Company  of  New  Jersey  were:  President, 
Spencer  Borden;  Treasurer,  Spencer  Borden, 
Jr.;  Secretary,  George  O.  Lathrop;  Super- 
inlendent,  Jefferson  Borden,  Jr.,  and  the  fol- 
lowing board  of  directors:  Spencer  Borden, 
'  Si)encer  Borden,  Jr.,  Alfred  Borden,  Jeffer- 
son Borden,  Jr.,  Bernard  W.  Trafford  and 


Kidiey  Watts.  The  capital  of  .he  company 
was  $GO(i,000.  Additional  buildings  were 
erected  in  PJOli,  1901  and  19()(J. 

In  190")  till'  l'"all  Uivi'i  Bleachery  Company 
of  New  Jei'sey  became  reincorporated  as 
the  Fall  River  Bleachery,  a  Massachusetts 
corporation,  the  capital  stock  and  officers 
continuing  the  same.  lileaching  and  linish- 
ing  white  cotton  goods  has  been  the  business 
to  which  exclusive  attention  has  been  given, 
and  ithe  jn-esent  capacity  of  the  Fall  River 
Bleachery  is  5U  tons  dail.\'. 

The  Algon(|uin  Printing  Company  was  or- 
ganized and  incorporated  in  1S91,  through 
the  efforts  of  James  A.  Chadwick  and  Adam 
Catterall,  and  began  operations  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $100,000  and  a  capacity  of  o,G00  pieces 
a  week.  Eilwar<l  B.  .lennings  was  the  first 
president  and  Adam  Catterall  treasurer.  The 
business  prospered  and  the  plant  has  been 
increased  from  time  to  time,  till  it  now  oper- 
ates twelve  pidnting  machines,  with  an  output 
of  40,000  pieces  of  prints  a  week',  and  em- 
ploys 350  hands.  Th;j  capiial  was  increased 
to  $100,000  in  1895,  and  in  190G,  by  a  stock 
dividend,  to  $500,000.  Robert  T:  Davis 
succeeded  Mr.  Jennings  as  president  in  189G. 
Adam  Catterall,  the  treasurer  until  TSOl, 
when  he  i)ecame  the  company's  representa- 
tive in  New  York,  was  followed  as  treasurer 
by  Edward  B.  Jennings,  and  in  189G  by 
William  H.  Jennings.  James  A.  Chadwick 
has  been  superintendent  since  the  starting 
01  the  works.  The  directors  are  R.  T.  Davis, 
W.  II.  Jennings,  J.  A.  Chadwick  and  Charles 
B.  Cook. 

KILBURN,  LINCOLN  &  CO. 

In  1829  .Jonathan  Thayer  Lincoln,  a  native 
of  Taunton,  who  had  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist  of  David  Perry,  of  Dighton, 
and  later  woid;ed  in  the  machine  shop 
of  David  Will;inson,  of  Pawtucket,  then 
one  of  the  prominent  machine  shoi^s  of- 
the  country,  came  to  Fall  River  and  in  1831 
was  employed  as  master  mechanic  of  the 
Massasoit  Mill  Company,  which  then  It^ased 
the  mill  property  on  Pocasset  street  owned 
by  the  Watuppa  Manufacturing  Company. 
Later  Mr.  Lincoln  began  building  looms  on 
his  own  account  in  the  shop  of  the  Massa- 
soit company,  as  well  as  shafting  and  other 
mill  machinery. 

In  1844  John  Kilburn,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  began  in  Fall  River  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton  looms  and  the  Fourneyron  tur- 
bine, the  latter  a  French  invention,  which 
was  being  introduced  into  the  New  En.gland 
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mills  as  a  water  motor.  He  had  been  in 
biisiness  (jnly  a  short  lime  when  his  health 
tailed,  and  he  died  in  1810.  After  his  death 
his  widow  formed  a  co-partnership  with  his 
brot.her,  Elijah  C.  Kilburn,  and  Jonathan  T. 
iJncoln,  and  continued  the  busine.ss  under 
the  name  of  10.  C.  Kilburn  Co.,  manufactur- 
ing turbines,  shafting  and  various  kinds  of 
machinery  for  print  works  and  iron  mills.  In 
1S5(J  a  new  lii-m,  Kilburn,  l>incoln  &  Son,  was 
formed,  consisting  of  E.  C.  Kilburn,  J.  'J\ 
i.incoln  and  his  eldest  son,  Henry  C.  l^in- 
coln.  Although  making  many  other  kinds  of 
machinery,  the  firm  made  a  specialty  of  the 
Fourneyron  turbine,  which,  as  improved  by 
them,  had  a  large  sale.  In  ISO?  a  large  ma- 
chine shop  was  built  and  an  iron  foundry 
added  to  the  works.  Charles  P.  Bring,  who 
had  been  ^superintendent  of  the  Fall  River 
Iron  Works  Company's  foundry  for  many 
years,  now  became  a  member  of  this  firm, 
the  name  being  changed  to  Kilburn,  Lincoln 
&  Co.  Mr.  Dring  was  succeeded  by  Iiis  son, 
Cnarles  H.  Dring,  who  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest to  the  other  members'of  the  firm  in 
19110.  In  18(!8  the  business  was  incorporated, 
Mr.  l>incoln's  son-in-law,  Andrew  Luscomb, 
who  had  been  engaged  with  them  in  the  mak- 
ing of  musket  parts  for  the  government,  was 
added  to  the  firm.  The  new  works  com- 
prised a  machine  shoi),  iron  foundry,  brass 
foundry,  pattern  house,  paint  shops,  ware- 
house and  setting-up  shop.  J.  T.  Lincoln 
was  elected  president  of  the  company,  and 
at  his  death  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Henry 
C.  Lincoln,  who  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Luscomb.  On  the  death  of  j\Ir.  Luscomb,  in 
1903,  I^ontine  Lincoln  succeeded  to  the 
presidency.  Mr.  Kilburn  was  elected  treas- 
urer in  18GS  and  held  the  position  until  1872, 
when  he  withdrew  from  the  company  and 
was  succeeded  in  that  office  by  Leontine 
Lincoln.  In  the  same  year  additions  were 
made  with  a  view  to  the  manufacture  of 
looms  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  company  is 
now  among  the  largest  makers  of  looms  for 
cotton  and  silk  weaving,  turning  out  about 
5,000  annually.  About  two  hundred  hands 
are  employed.  J.  T.  Lincoln,  oldest  son  of 
Leontine  Lincoln,  "is  general  superintendent. 

Personal  sketches  of  .Jonathan  T.  Lincoln, 
the  first,  and  of  Leontine  Lincoln,  the  pres- 
ent president,  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
these  pages. 

Henry  C.  Lincoln,  the  second  president, 
was  the  oldest  son  of  .Jonathan  T.  Lincoln 
and  was  hovn  in  Fall  River  in  1829.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Fall  River 


and  learned  tlie  trade  of  niachinisi  from  his 
iat.her.  Admitted  to  the  business  in  ISiitj,  he 
brought  to  it:  a  practical  knowledge  of  me- 
chanics and  a  tht)rough  bu.sincss  educat-ion. 
He  was  known  as  one  of  the  beat  mechanics 
in  t.he  city,  and  his  cool  and  well-balanced 
mind  ma. to  him  a  valuable  as.so<'iate.  He 
became  largeij  iiiteresttd  in  the  gieat  indus- 
tries of  the  city  and  was  the  first  i)resi- 
dent  of  the  Seaconnet  mills  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  a  director  in  the  Barnard,  Wee- 
tamoe  and  Union  corporations.  Although 
frequently  solicited,  he  was  averse  to  holding 
public  positions,  although  for  a  long  period 
he  rendered  the  city  conspicuous  service  as 
engineer  of  the  fire  department.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  for  his  liusiness  aljility  and 
proiiity. 

Andrew  Luscomb,  the  third  president,  was 
Ijorn  in  Taunton  in  1832,  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  cily,  and  at  the  Bristol 
County  Academy.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist  in  the  shoi)s  of  the  Dean  Cotton 
6£  Machine  Company,  of  Taunton,  and  for  a 
time  was  in  the  employ  of  William  Mason, 
the  founder  of  the  Mason  Machine  Works. 
In  March,  1800,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
M.  Lincoln,  daughter  of  .1.  T.  Lincoln,  and  in 
1802  became  associated  with  Kilburn  and 
Lincoln  in  the  manufacture  of  musket  parts 
for  the  United  States  Government. 

He  served  the  city  as  Councilman  from 
LSOT  to  1872  and  was  Alderman  in  1873  and 
1871.  He  was  the  first  superintendent  of  fire 
alarms  and  did  much  to  establish  the  sys- 
tem throughotit  the  city.  He  was  consid- 
ered one  of  the  most  skillful  mechanics  and 
had  large  and  varied  experience  in  the  busi- 
ness of  his  choice.  He  had  inventive  genius 
of  high  order  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a 
citizen  and  friend. 

The  Massasoit  Manufacturing  Company 
was  formed  to  take  over  the  business  of  W. 
H.  &  W.  E.  Turner,  of  New  York  City.  It 
was  incorporated  .January,  1882, "'for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacture  of  fabrical  goods  of  all 
kinds,  dealing  in  waste  of  all  kinds  and 
preparing  same  for  the  market  in  a  manu- 
factured or  unmanufactured  form,  and  deal- 
ing in  merchandise  of  all  kinds,"  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  were  Wen- 
dell E.  Turner,  William  H.  Turner,  Frank  L. 
Palmer,  Edward  A.  Palmer  and  Elisha  L. 
Palmer.  Frank  L.  Palmer  has  been  presi- 
dent and  Wendell  E.  Turner  treasurer 
and  general  manager  respectively  since 
the  organization  of  the  company.  It 
purchased    at    that    time    the    land  and 
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buikliiif^-s  of  the  Alassasoit  Steam  Mills, 
loco  tod  on  Davol  sircil,  ami  altered  it  over 
into  a  cotton  waste  plant.  This  purchase  in- 
cluded a  valuable  wliai-f  property  and  several 
tenement  Ijlocks  east  of  the  railroad.  In 

1892  the  comi)any  leased  the  Oakdale  mills 
property  at  iMontville,  Conn,,  and  equipped 
the  same  as  a  bleachery  for  raw  stock,  lu 

1893  the  capital  stock  was  increased  to  ^150,- 
UOO.  In  1895  the  waste  plant  at  the  triangle 
formed  by  Pocasset,  Anawan  and  Union 
streets,  formerly  osvned  by  M.  T.  Barlow, 
was  purchased. 

In  190:!  the  Eddy  mill  property  of  the 
American  Woolen  Company,  adjoining  the 
Union  mills,  was  purchased  and  converted 
into  a  coarse  yarn  mill.  The  business  con- 
ducted by  the  company  has  been  contracting, 
converting  and  manufacturing  cotton  and 
cotton  waste.  It  has  been  prosperous,  and 
its  trade  has  been  extended  throughout  the 
United  Slates,  Canada  and  also  exports  to 
many  foreign  countries.  William  H.  Turner 
was  a  director  and  the  New  York  City  repre- 
sentative of  the  company  from  the  time 
of  its  organization  until  his  death,  Septem- 
ber 7,  19U2. 

Messrs.  Frank  L.  Palmer  and  Wendell  E. 
Turner  are  also,  respectively,  president  and 
treasurer  of  the  Swansea  Dye  Works,  lo- 
cated just  across  the  river  in  Swansea.  They 
purchased  the  property  of  the  Swansea 
Bleachery  in  1890,  incorporating  it  under  the 
name  of  the  Swansea  Dye  Works.  The 
woiivs  have  been  entirely  reconstructed  and 
equipped  with  modern  appliances  for  the 
business  of  printing,  dyeing  and  finishing 
cotton  piece  gcKxls.  It  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  thiis  line. 

The  Kerr  Thread  Company,  which  since 
December  31,  1897,  has  been  a  part  of  the 
American  Thread  Company,  was  organized 
in  1888  by  Robert  and  John  P.  Kerr,  of 
Paisley,  Scotland,  with  an  original  capital 
of  $292,400,  subsequently  increased  to  $800,- 
000.  A  brick  mill,  100x131  feet,  five  stories- 
was  erected  in  1890,  with  dye  and  bleach 
houses,  and  equipped  to  make  fine  cotton 
yarn  and  threails.  In  1893  the  mill  was  en- 
larged to  2GI/X131  feet,  with  an  ell  168x00 
feet.  The  plant  now  contains  48,090  mule 
and  12,840  frame  spindles.  It  employs  1,000 
hands.  John  P.  Kerr  was  president  till  1893, 
wihen  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  James 
Kerr.  Robert  C.  Kerr  was  treasurer  during 
the  separate  existence  of  the  corporation 
and  Richard  H.  Cook  superintendent  until 
1898,  when  he  became  general  superintend- 


ent of  the  American  Thi-ead  Company.  The 
piesent  suinTinteiiileiU  is  Robert  Almond, 
and  Mr.  James  U.  Kerr  is  agent. 

The  Fall  River  l<'lectiic  Light  Ccnnpany 
was  incorporated  in  issil  with  a  capital  of 
flu, (100.  Weaver  Osborn  was  pi-esident,  M. 
'1 .  Bulfinton  clei'k  and  treasurer,  and  Wea- 
ver Osborn,  II.  T.  liuthnton,  Edwai-d  Leigh, 
William  B.  I-Iosmer  and  W.  H.  Hathaway  di- 
rectors. The  Edison  Electric  Illuminating 
Company  was  formed  the  same  year,  with 
$100,000  capital,  and  wa,s  the  second  com- 
pany in  the  United  Slates  to  install  tlfe  Edi- 
son system.  Al'bert  F.  Dow  was  president, 
Henry  K.  Braley  clerk,  William  H.  Dwelly, 
Jr.,  treasurer,  and  A.  F,  Dow,  Frank  S. 
Stevens,  Jerome  C.  Borden,  W.  S.  Whitney, 
Spencer  Borden,  James  P.  Hilliard  and 
William  H.  Dwelly,  Jr.,  diirectors.  The 
companies  were  consolidated  July  1,  1890. 
The  capital  of  $350,000  was  increased  in  May, 
1905,  to  $000,000,  to  provide  for  the  building 
of  a  large  plant  on  the  waterfront  at  the 
foot  of  Hathaway  street,  now  under  construc- 
tion. Owen  Durfee  is  clerk,  Albert  F.  Dow 
treasurer,  and  E.  L.  Anthony,  George  A.  Bal- 
lard, Rufus  W.  liassett,  Jerome  C.  Borden, 
F.  O.  Dodge,  John  D.  Flint,  Robert  S.  Golf, 
Oliver  S.  Hawes  and  James  E.  Osborn  di- 
rectors. 

The  Old  Colony  Brewing  Company  was 
formed  in  1895,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000. 
The  officers  are  the  same  as  at  incorporation, 
and  are:  President,  Quintan  Leary;  Vice- 
President,  L.  L.  Holden;  Secretary,  Cor- 
nelius Sullivan;  Treasnrer,  R.  F.  Haffen- 
reffer,  Jr.  These,  with  Thomas  F.  Splaine, 
George  Hindle  and  Charles  Letendre,  con- 
stitute the  board  of  directors.  The  capacity 
of  the  plant  is  KM),000  barrels  per  annum. 

The  Enterprise  Brewing  Company  was  in- 
corporated in  1893,  with  $21,000  capital,  in- 
creased in  1898  to  $150,000.  Joseph  J.  Sex- 
ton, H.  G.  Myei's,  H.  G.  Possner  and  George 
Wilnelm  were  the  first  officers.  The  present 
officials  are:  President,  liJdmund  J.  Dela- 
hanty;  Treasurer,  H.  G.  Myers;  Secretary, 
Nathan  Miller;  Directors,  Messrs.  Dela- 
hanty,  Myers,  Miller  and  C.  H.  Sears.  The 
plant  has  a  capacity  of  80,000  barrels  per 
annum. 

The  King  Philip  Brewing  Company,  also 
located  here,  is  about  the  same  size  as  the 
others.  . 

The  large  Estes  mills  are  noted  at  length 
elsewhere  in  the  biography  of  John  H.  Estes. 

Of  plants  not  elsewhere  recorded,  which 
have  been  discontinued  for  one  reason  or 
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another,  one  of  the  most  important  was  the 
(jlobe  Print  WorKS,  establislietl  in  182'J  in 
tile  ohl  coiton  mill  erected  in  ISll.  Potter 
&  Chadhnrn  were  the  first  owners,  followed 
hy  various  oiliei  s,  including  Holder  Borden, 
nnlil  185;!,  wlien  the  IJay  State  Print  Works 
Company  was  tornied  and  operated  the  plant 
till  1S5S,  when  it  became  the  property  of 
the  American  I'riiit  Works  Company.  A 
Lioiler  exiilosion,  December  5,  1SG7,  was  fol- 
lowed .l)y  a  fire  which  partially  destroyed  the 
plant.  It  was  at  once  rebuilt,  and  ran  rive 
printing  machines  until  1S7G,  when  it  was 
discontinued.  The  i)ioperty  was  sold  to  the 
Globe  Yarn  mills  in  1880. 

The  Fall  River  Machine  Company,  incor- 
porated in  1880  with  $9(i,0()0  capital,  on  the 
division  of  the  Fall  River  Iron  Works  inter- 
ests, and  a  few  years  ago  repurchased  i)y  the 
Iron  Works  and  its  buildings  removed  to 
make  way  for  new  structures,  was  the  out- 
growth of  a  machinery  manufacturing  firm 
started  as  early  as  1821  by  Harris,  Hawes 
&.  Co.,  and  conducted  under  various  names 
as  Oliver  S.  Hawes,  Hawes,  Marvel  &  Davol, 
and  Marvel  &  Davol,  till  it  was  absorbed  by 
the  Iron  Works  in  1879.  The  first  president 
after  incorporation  was  .Jefferson  Borden, 
with  Robert  C.  ]5rown  treasurer.  In  later 
jears  .John  S.  Biayton  was  president  and 
(leorge  H.  Bush  and  Samuel  D.  Lawton  were 
treasurers. 

The  Wyoming  mills  were  established  by 
Augustus  Chace  and  William  B.  Trafford  in 
181."),  and  managed  by  Mr.  Chace,  and  after 
his  death  by  his  son,  .Tudson.  The  product 
was  cotton  twine,  batting  and  cotton  warp 
and,  later,  yarn.  The  plant  was  discon- 
tinued after  a  time,  and  about  189G  the 
buildings  were  sold  to  James  Marshall  & 
Bros,  for  their  hat  factory. 

The  Fall  River  Merino  Company  was 
formed  in  187.''),  with  a  capital  of  3110,000, 
and  had  a  disastrous  career.  It  was  de- 
signed for  (he  manufacture  of  knit  goods 
and  merino  underwear,  and  erected  a  brick 
factory  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  city, 
but  met  witli  continued  losses  and  was  final- 
ly abandoned  and  the  property  sold.  The 
building  and  laifd  is  now  owned  by  a  syndi- 
cate. Frank  S.  Stevens  was  president,  Seth 
H.  Wetherbee  clerk  and  Charles  E.  Bean 
treasurer,  while  Frank  S.  Stevens,  Foster  H. 
Stafford,  Robert  T.  Davis,  William  Mason, 
Samuel  Wadinglon,  S.  H.  Wetherbee, 
Charles  E.  Bean,  Matthew  C.  Yarwood, 
.Tason  P.  Stone,  .Ir.,  and  Charles  Weil  were 
directors,   it  had  2,1  GO  spindles  and  48  looms. 


In  early  days  there  was  a  considerable  tan- 
nery on  Bedford  street,  near  the  post  office, 
operated  by  Edmund  Chase  and  his  son  of 
the  same  name  for  nearl.\'  fifty  years  after 
1810.  Some  of  the  buildings  are  still  stand- 
ing, east  of  the  post  office. 

The  Fall  River  Line  is  one  of  the  things 
in  whicli  the  residents  of  Fall  River  have 
always  taken  a  great  pride,  on  account  of 
the  beauty  and  high  grade  of  the  steamers 
and  tbe  notatdy  good  record  the  vessels  have 
made,  as  well  as  the  thousands  of  passen- 
gers who  pass  through  on  these  boats  on 
their  way  from  New  York  to  Boston  or  re- 
turn. The  travel  is  always  especially  heavy 
tiirough  the  vacation  season,  but  in  winter 
there  is  also  a  good  traffic.  Freight  steamers 
are  run  dn  addition  to  the  ijassenger  boats. 
The  steamers  now  on  the  line  or  available 
when  needed  ineliule  the  Providence,  Puri- 
tan, Priscilla  and  Plymouth,  which  are  sup- 
Ijlemented  by  a  number  of  freighters,  the 
largest  of  which  is  the  new  Boston. 

The  line  was  started  in  1847,  when  the 
Bay  State  Steamboat  Company  was  formed 
by  the  Borden  family,  with  a  cajiital  of  $'.jOO,- 
(100,  and  commenced  trips  l^etween  this  port 
and  the  metropolis.  The  company  in  course 
of  time  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Bos- 
ton, Newport  and  New  York  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, and  on  the  extension  of  the  railroad  to 
Newport  in  1SG4,  that  city  was  made  the 
eastern  terminus  of  the  line  until  1SG9,  when 
the  steamers  returned  to  this  port  and  have 
since  remained  here.  .James  Fiske,  .Jr.,  and 
.Jay  Gould  were  then  the  owners  of  the  line, 
and  Mr.  Fiske,  through  his  striking  persi)n- 
ality,  did  much  to  draw  attention  to  it.  About 
two  years  later  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Old  Colony  Steamboat  Company,  con- 
trolled by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company, 
and  remained  so  until  1905,  when  it  was 
merged  in  the  New  England  Navigation 
Company,  a  corporation  formed  by  the  New 
Yoidc,  New  Haven  &  Harlford  Railroad 
Company,  for  holding  its  marine  interests. 
The  lease  of  the  Old  Colony  road  to  the 
New  Haven  had  for  years  made  the  line  vir- 
tually a  'part  of  the  New  Haven  system,  so 
that  the  change  to  the  new  company  made 
no  appreciable  diifference. 

A  competing  line  known  as  the  Enterprise 
Transportation  Company,  started  hy  Worces- 
ter capital,  began  running  steamers  to  New 
York  from  a  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Turner 
street  in  .Tune,  1905.  The  Frank  Jones  was 
the  first  boat  put  on  the  route,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  the  Warren  and  the  Kennebec. 
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The  Joy  Steamship  Company  has  leased  the 
old  Providence  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Central 
street,  and  began  a  third  line  July  2  with 
the  steamer  Tennessee. 

Freight  service  by  water  to  Philadelpllia 
was  Ijegun  by  the  Clyde  Line  in  1870.  The 
Winsor  Line  now  has  three  sailings  a  weelc 
from  this  port.  Tlie  Newport,  Providence 
and  Fall  River  Steamboat  Company,  the 
successor  of  earlier  enterprises  established 
by  Colonel  Richard  Borden,  in  1S27,  for 
many  years  did  a  large  freight  and  passen- 
ger business  between  this  city  and  Provi- 


David  Anttionv  (Deceased) 

dence,  l)Ut  the  passenger  business  declined 
after  the  granting  of  cheap  fares  on  the  elec- 
tric roads.  By  an  agreement  in  1905  the 
freight  business  was  conceded  to  the  Dyer 
Transportation  Company,  a  rival  line.  The 
Richard  Boi  den  was  the  regular  steamer  on 
the  route  for  thirty  years  after  its  construc- 
tion in  1874. 

The  first  street  railroad  lines  here  were 
built  as  a  horse  railway  in  1880  by  the  Globe 
Street  Railway  Company,  a  corporation  with 
a  capital  of  $100,0(10.  Edward  Herbert  was 
president,  George  F.  Mellen  treasurer,  Mar- 
cus G.  B.  Swift  clerk,  and  Edward  Herbert, 
F.  H.  iStafford,  Franklin  P.  Osborn,  S.  V. 
BHflins,  George  F.  Mellen,  Isaac  P.  Francis 
and  James  B.  Hilliard  directors.  The  first 
lines  were  in  ]Main  and  Pleasant  streets,  and 
have  since  been  greatly  extended  and  added 
to  by  the  purchase,  in  April,  189-1,  of  the  Fall 
River  Street  Railway,  a  short-lived  compet- 
ing line  running  from  the  corner  of  North 
Main  and  Bank  streets  to  the  Highlands. 
Electricity  was  installed  as  the  motave  power 
in  the  summer  of  1892,  and  on  August  17  the 
first  car  was  run  from  the  Stafford  road 
barn  to  Morgan  street.    The  first  car  to  run 


through  the  centre  of  the  city  made  its  in- 
augural trip  September  2,  1892.  Various  lines 
to  Providence,  Taunton,  New  Bedford  and 
Newport  meet  here  and  share  in  the  general 
transfer  system.  The  New  Bedford  line 
ran  its  first  thrt)ugh  car  July  1,  1891,  the 
Newport  road  in  1898,  the  Providence  line  in 
July,  1901,  and  the  Taunton  road,  which  had 
been  built  some  years  before,  began  direct 
service  into  the  city  in  1903.  Electric  street 
sprinkling  was  Ijegun  in  1902,  express  ser- 
vice to  New  Bedford  in  VJ()^^  and  to  Provi- 
dence in  1905.  The  comijany  now  operates 
about  37  miles  of  track  within  the  city  limits. 
It  operates  55  cars  ou  average  days, 
with  75  on  holidays,  and  employs  about  200 
men.  A  general  transfer  system  has  pi-e- 
vailed  from  the  lirst,  and  six  tickets  for  25 
cents  have  been  sold  since  the  cars  were 
allowed  to  cross  Slade's  Ferry  bridge.  Tlie 
local  lines  liave  been  a  part  of  the  Old  Col- 
ony Street  Railway  Company  since  May, 
1899. 

The  F^all  River  Gas  Works  Company  was 
incorporated  in  lS8(i,  witli  a  capital  of  $288,- 
000,  on  the  division  of  the  interests  of  tlie 


(Jesse  Eddy  Dece.ised( 

Iron  Works  Coniiiany,  wliicli  had  establisheil 
the  plant  lin  1847  and  supplied  the  city  until 
this  time.  Jefferson  Borden  was  the  lirst 
president,  'with  George  P.  Brown  treasurer, 
and  Jefferson  Borden,  John  S.  Brayton,  David 
A.  Brayton,  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr.,  Richard  B. 
Borden,  A.  S.  Tripp  and  William  B.  Dui  fee  di- 
rectors. A  change  in  management  took  place 
in  188G,  when  John  S.  Brayton  became  presi- 
dent, Samuel  T.  Bodine  treasurer,  George  P. 
Brown  clerk  and  manager,  and  John  S.  Bray- 
ton, A.  S.  Covel,  A.  O.  Granger,  Henry  Lewis, 
Samuel  T.  Bodine,  Randall  Morgan  and  David 
Patton,  directors.    In  1S9G  the  company  ab- 


94 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


sorbed  the  Manufacturers'  G-as  Light  Com- 
pany and  Increased  its  stock  to  $450,000. 
Joseph  A.  Baker  then  became  vice-president 
and  Edward  C.  Lee  treasurer.  Mr.  Brown 
continued  as  cleric  and  manager. 

In  1902  the  capital  was  increased  to  $035,- 
000,  and  there  was  again  a  cliange  in  owner- 
ship, Stone  &  Webster  becoming  general 
managers,  and  the  local  management  being 
placed  in  charge  of  J.  K.  Nute,  where  it  has 
since  remained.  The  increase  of  the  com- 
i:any's  business  has  more  than  kept  pace 
with  the  city's  growtli.  In  1S8G  there  were 
about  1,000  consumers  and  the  annual  sales 
were  a  little  :in  excess  of  38,000,000  cubic 
feet.  In  190G  there  are  10,000  consumers  and 
annual  sales  of  nearly  375,000,000  cubic  feet. 
This  extension  of  business  has  been  accom- 
panied by  a  liberal  re;luction  in  cost  to  the 
consumer.  Early  in  1S72  the  selling  rate  was 
$3.75  per  LOOO.  In  1S8G  the  average  price  re- 
ceived was  $1.83  per  1,000.  In  1S9C  it  was 
$1.30  per  1,000,  and  in  190G  it  is  90  cents. 

Other  incorporations  include    the  Union 


Belt  Company,  the  Arctic  Ice  &  Cold  Stor- 
age Company,  incorporated  in  1901,  with  a 
capital  of  $200,000;  W.  C.  Atwater  &  Co., 
capital  $100,000;  Borden,  Guiney  &  Kendall 
Co.,  incorporated  1901,  capital  $24,000;  Bor- 
den &  Remington  Co.,  Bowcnville  Coal  Co., 
Coldwell  Gildard  Co.,  Davis  &  McLane  Mfg. 
Co.,  Bstes  Mills,  E.  S.  Anthony  Co.,  E.  '  S. 
Brown  Co.,  Fall  Rive.r  Bobbin  &  Shuttle 
Company,  Fall  liiver  Cold  Storage  Company, 
Fall  River  Laundry  Company,  Fall  River 
Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
Fall  River  Quarry  and  Construction  Com- 
pany, Fall  River  Steam  and  Gas  Pipe  Com- 
pany, Fraprie-Douglas  Co.,  .John  F.  Johnston 
Co.,  Heywood  Narrow  Fabric  Company,  Me- 
chanics' Foundry  and  Machine  Company, 
North  Pond  Ice  Company,  Pioneer  Mfg.  Co., 
Ponemah  Shuttle  Company,  R.  A.  McWhirr 
Co.,  Sherer  Dry  Goods  Company,  Textile 
Tube  Comjiany,  D.  H.  Cornell  Packing  Com- 
pany, Frank  L.  Allen  Lumber  Company, 
Luther  Reed  Mfg.  Co.,  and  the  Thomas  Stor- 
age Company. 


County  Court  House 


'■1  .Lin  I  t  r*-!' •  " 


'0  fAl. 


•••ISO  J-:4»'/i 


CHAPTER  XII 


BANKS  AND  BANKING 


Honorable  and  Prosperous  Career  of  the  Institutions,  with  Long  Terms  of  Service. 

The  History  of  Each 


The  'bunking  interests  of  Fall  River  have 
had  a  long  and  creditable  career.  The  busi- 
ness has  been  carried  on  with  as  much  of 
progressiveuess  as  was  consistent  witli 
sound  lir.ance,  and  lias  been  rewarded  by  fair 
anil  in  some  cases  exceptional  prosperity. 
In  the  long  period  dating  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  P^ill  River  Bank,  tlie  predeces- 
sor of  the  Fall  River  National  Bank,  nearly 
t'ighty  years  ago,  there  have  Ijeen  no  failures 
and,  except  in  once  instance,  no  irregulari- 
ties among  responsible  otiicials.  Here  was 
started  in  182S  one  of  the  first  savings  banlcs 
in  the  counfry — the  Fall  River  Savings,  still 
a  nourishing  institution,  and  the  largest  in 
point  of  deposits  in  the  city,  but  12  years 
after  the  founding  of  the  first  in  the  country, 
and  here,  too,  was  started  one  of  the  first 
five  cents  savings  banks,  which  is  still  pros- 
l)ea'ous  and  doing  a  most  excellent  work  in 
encouraging  thrift  among  children  and  peo- 
l)le  t)f  the  smallest  means.  These  and  the 
two  other  savings  banks  have  been  supple- 
mented in  recent  years  by  four  co-operative 
banks,  which  have  been  most  valuajble  in 
bringing  the  people  to  systematic  husband- 
ing of  their  incomes  and  in  aiding  in  building 
homes. 

Prior  to  190o,  when  a  State  law  went  into 
effect  prohibiting  national  banking  institu- 
tions from  occupying  lOoms  with  savings 
banks,  the  number  of  national  banks  was 
nearly  double  that  of  to-day.  The  expense 
of  separate  officials  and  the  renting  of  otlier 
rooms  that  would  be  necessitated  'by  this 
act,  combined  with  the  desire  for  larger  capi- 
tal in  order  that  a  bank  might  under  the 
law  make  heavier  loans  to  single  customers, 
like  tlie  manufacturing  corporations  which 
had  been  obliged  to  go  out  of  town  at  times 
lor  accommodation,  as  well  as  other  causes, 
led  (o  a  coni'bination  and  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  national  banks  from  seven  to 
four.    The  Second  National  sold  its  assets 


to  the  Metacomet,  and  liquidated,  and  the 
Pocasset,  the  National  Union  and  the  Massa- 
soit  united  in  forming  one  new  bank  known 
as  the  Massasoit-Pocasset.  The  four  na- 
tional banks  had  on  April  G,  19UG,  a  com- 
bined capital  of  $2,l(iO,tMio,  with  deposits  of 
$4,821,150,  loans  and  discounts  of  $0,979,857, 
and  a  total  of  surplus  and  undivided  profits 
of  $1,243,780. 

The  combined  deposits  of  the  four  sav- 
ings banks  here,  with  approximately  47,400 
depositors,  amount  to  about  $20,000,000.  The 
number  of  depositors  has  grown  during  the 
last  20  years  from  21,449  to  47,400,  and  the 
amount  of  the  deposits  has  doubled,  making 
an  average  yeaidy  gain  of  $500,000. 

Trust  companies  have  not  been  formed 
here,  except  in  one  instance,  that  of  the  B. 
M.  C.  Durfee  Safe  Deposit  &  Trust  Com- 
pany, organized  in  1887,  which  has  a  capital 
of  $400,000  and  deposits  of  $1,800,000. 

The  Clearing  House  here  was  established 
in  1892  and  has  handled  sums  running  as 
high  as  $5],:J2G,0()0,  in  1902,  with  balances 
of  $14,125,000. 

There  have  been  some  notably  long  terms 
of  .service  at  the  head  of  banking  institu- 
tions. Charles  J.  Holmes,  the  first  head  of 
the  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  served  more 
than  half  a  century  till  his  death  early  in 
190G.  Edward  E.  Hathaw^ay  has  been  treas- 
urei'  of  the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank  for  44 
years,  and  was  for  41  years  also  the  cashier 
of  the  Pocasset  National;  Ferdinand  H.  Gif- 
ford  has  'been  cashier  and  later  president  of 
the  Fall  River  National  since  1873;  and 
Charles  A.  Bassett  treasurer  of  the  Fall 
River  Savings  since  1877.  John  S.  Brayton 
was  president  of  the  First  National  from  the 
date  of  its  organization  in  1805  until  his 
death  in  1904.  Numerous  instances  could  be 
cited  of  long  and  faithful  services  on  boards 
of  directors  or  investment.  With  this  brief 
introduction,  the  history  of  the  various  insti- 
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tutioas  is  best  sketched  by  taking  eacli  by 
liaelf. 

The  Fall  River  Savings  Bauk,  easily  the 
largest  in  amount  of  deposits  in  the  city,  is 
likewise  the  oldest  of  the  savings  banks.  It 
was   chartered    in  by    Oliver  Chace, 

James  Ford,   liar\'ey  Chace,   Clark  Shove, 
BradfortI  Diirfee  and  others  as  the  Fall  River 
Institution  for  Savings,    ilicah  U.  Ruggles 
was   the   tii'st   president   and   James  Ford 
treasurer.    Business  began  May  2S,  In 
April,  1S55,  the  name  was  changed  to  the 
present  title.     Air.   Ruggles  was  president 
till  1S57,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  N.  B. 
Borden  and  he  by  Job  French  in  1805.  Wil- 
liam  Lindsey,  the  iicxL  president,   was  fol- 
lowed in  lii8!5  by  A.  S.  Tripp,  who  dieil  the 
same  year.  Crawford  F.  Lindsey,  elected  in 
was  followed  in  181)  I  by  Thomas  J.  Bor- 
den, and  on  his  death,  in  1902,  by  Robert 
Henry.    The  bank's  business  was  originally 
carried  on  in  the  office  of  James  Ford,  the 
treasurer.    In  ISIJU  it  was  removed  to  the 
store  of  Hawkins  &  Fish,  on  the  southeast 
corner   of   Wain    and    Bedford    streets,  as 
William    H.    Hawkins    had    succeeded  Mr. 
I'^ord   in  the   treasurership.     ]\lr.  Hawkins 
was  followed  in  1833  'by  Henry  H.  Fish  and 
in   18o(J   by  Joseph   F.  Lindsey,   who  held 
oflice  for  more  than  forty  years.     On  his 
retirement  in  1S77,  Charles  A.  Bassett,  who 
had  been  cashier  of  the  First  National  for 
thhteen   years,   became   treasurer,   and  is 
still  in  office.    The  business  had  been  car- 
ried on  in  Mr.  Fish's  store  till  18-11,  when 
it  removed  to  a  small  ibuilding  in  the  rear 
of  the  old  post-office   on    Pocasset  street. 
After  about  a  year  it  removed  to  the  base- 
ment of  Dr.  Nathan  Durfee's  house,  on  North 
Main  street.    This  was  burned  in  the  fire 
of  1813,  and  a  private  dwelling  was  occu- 
pied till  the  next  January,  when  it  occupied 
the  present  quarters  of  the  Five  Cents  Sav- 
ings Bank,  in  the  Mt.  Hope  block,  erected 
on  the  site  of  its  former  office.    It  removed 
to  its  present  'building  in  18G9.    In  its  early 
years  the  bank  paid  dividends  running  as 
high  as  8  per  cent,  and  it  has  never  passed 
a  dividend  but  once,  in  1879,  following  the 
troubles  in  seve^ral  mills.    This,  however, 
was  made  up  by  an  e.xtra  dividend  in  1SS2. 
At  that  lime  the  average  dividend  since  or- 
ganization had  been  C  per  cent.    The  bank 
has    deposits   of  $S,000,(IO()   anil   1(1,500  de- 
positors.   Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Robert  Henry, 
Charles  M.  Allen,  L.  Elnu-r  Wood  and  David 
J.  Burdick  are  the  board  of  investment. 
I'he  .Metacomet  National  Hank  was  incor- 


porated as  The  Metacomet  Bank  of  Fall 
River  in  1853,  by  Richard  and  Jert'erson 
Borden  and  Daniel  Brown,  with  a  capital  of 
;p40U,000,  and  began  business  in  December 
of  that  year  in  a  ibuilding  erected  for  it  by 
the  Fall  River  Iron  Works  Company  at  the 
corner  of  Auawaii  and  W'aler  streets.  By 
agreement,  the  rfut  was  to  be  $350  a  year, 
for  ten  years.  Tho  lirst  board  of  directors 
consisted  of  Riclianl,  Jefferson  and  I'hilip 
D.  Borden,  N.alhan  Durfee,  William  Carr, 
Daniel  Brown,  Joseph  Crandall,  WilNam 
Lindsey  and  William  JNIarvel.  Jefferson 
Borden  was  elected  president,  Azariah  S. 
Tripp,  cashier,  at  $l,<iO()  a  year,  and  George 
B.  Durfee  teller,  at  $000.  The  capital  was 
increased  to  $000,000  in  1851,  later  reduced 
to  $500,000,  and  in  190G  raised  to  $750,000. 
It  became  a  National  bank  in  February, 
1805,  and  in  187C  removed  to  the  Borden 
block,  corner  of  South  Main  and  Pleasant 
streets.  The  present  building  was  erected 
in  1888.  Mr.  Borden  was  succeeded  as 
president  by  William  Lindsey  in  1880,  by 
Walter  C.  Durfee  in  1880,  by  Frank  S. 
Stevens  in  189-1,  by  Thomas  J.  Borden  May 
10,  1898,  and  by  Simeon  B.  Chase  on  Decem- 
ber 10,  1902.  Mr.  Tripp  was  followed  as 
cashier  by  George  II.  Borden  February  20, 
1888.  iNIr.  Borden  resigned  and  was  suc- 
ceeded Liy  Charles  B.  Cook',  the  present  cash- 
ier, January  5,  1891.  The  bank  purcliaseil 
tile  good  will  and  business  of  the  Second 
National  February  5,  1903.  It  has  been  very 
successful,  especially  during  the  last  fifteen 
years.  The  directors  are  S.  B.  Chase,  Mil- 
ton Reed,  James  IMarshall,  William  R.  War- 
ner, Arthur  H.  Mason,  Joseph  O.  Neill, 
Robert  S.  Goff,  George  H.  Hills,  William 
H.  Jennings,  R.  F.  Haffenreffer,  Jr.,  Rufus 
W.  Bassett,  John  Bodge,  Herbert  C.  Tal- 
bot, E.  B.  Remington,  Charles  B.  Cook. 

The  First  National  Baniv,  the  lirst  to  be 
formed  under  the  Federal  banking  laws  in 
this  section,  was  organized  Jajiuary  23,  18G4, 
with  a  capital  of  $200,000,  increased  the 
following  year  to  $100,000,  the  present  fig- 
ure. John  S.  Brayton,  the  first  president, 
held  office  till  his  death  in  1904,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  John  S.  Brax  ton. 
Charles  A.  Bassett,  the  first  ■cashier,  was 
followed  in  1877  by  Hezekiah  A.  Brayton,  in 
18S0  by  C.  E.  Hendrickson  and  in  1S87  Ijy 
li^verett  M.  Cook,  the  present  cashier.  Its 
first  office  was  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Central  streets,  from  which  it  re- 
moved to  its  present  building  in  May,  1888. 
It  is  a  United  Slates  depositary.    The  di- 
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rectors  are  James  M.  Morton,  Thomas  E. 
Brayton,  Edward  L.  Anthony,  Andrew  Bor- 
dvn,  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr.,  James  M.  Mor- 
ton, Jr.,  Israel  Brayton  and  John  S.  Brayton. 

The    B.    M.    C.   Durfee   Safe    Deposit  & 
Trust  Company,  chartered  by  an  act  of  the 
l.egislature  of  Massachusetts  in  1S87,  com- 
menced business  with  a  capital  of  $100,000 
on  July  y,  ISSS.     This  capital   was  subse- 
quently increased  to  $200,000  and  afterwards 
to  $400,000.    According  to  the  provisions  of 
its  charter  and  sutjseciuent  acts  of  the  Legis- 
lature, it  is  empowered  to  do  a  general  'bank- 
ing business,  act  as  trustee  for  estates  and 
individuals,   to    be   executor,  administrator 
and  guardian,  to  receive  and  hold  for  safe 
keeping    moneys,    jiapers    and    articles  of 
value.    This  company  took  over  the  entire 
business  of  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  &  Company,  a 
banking  house  formed  by  the  partnership  of 
B.  M.  C.  Durfee  and  John  S.  Brayton.  John 
S.    Brayton    was    President    of    the  Trust 
Company  from  the  time  it  began  business 
until  his  death  in  1901.    Arthur  W.  Allen 
was  its  first  and  is  its  present  Treasurer. 
The  Directcjrs  are  James  M.  Morton,  Thomas 
E.  Brayton,  Edward  L.  Anthony,  Byron  W. 
Anthony,  George  A.  Ballard,  Andrew  Borden, 
David  A.  Brayton,  Jr.,  Frederick  O,  Dodge, 
James  M.  Morton,  Jr.,  Israel  Brayton  and 
John  S.  Brayton. 
'  The  National   Union   Bank,  chartered  in 
1823  as  the  Bristol  Union  Bank  of  Bristol, 
R.I.,  had  a  varied  history.  It  began  business  in 
1S24  with  a  capital  of  $10,000,  soon  increased 
to  $40,000.    In  1830  it  was  moved  to  Tiver- 
ton and  its  name  changed  to  the  Fall  River 
I'nion  Bank.    It  erected  the  brick  building 
on  the  corner  of  South  Main  and  Hodman 
streets  in  1S37,  and  there  carried  on  busi- 
i.i'ss  till  1802,  when  the  change  in  the  State 
line  brought  it  in  under  Massachusetts  laws 
and  it  removed  to  the  present  City  Hall 
building.     It   became   The   National  Union 
Bank  in  1805,  and  removed  to  No.  3  Main 
street,  where  it  occupied  the  Union  Savings 
Bank  building,  (which   was  torn  down  and 
a  new  one  erected  by  the  Union  Savings 
Bank  in  1897.,  Barnabas  Bates  and  Parker 
Borden   were   early   presidents,  the  latter 
holding  office  till  1838,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded  by  David   Durfee,  and   in  1840  by 
Nathaniel  B,  Borden.    Jesse  Eddy  became 
president  in  lSfi5,  CcK)k  Borden  in  1874,  Dan- 
iel Wilbur  'in  ISSO  and  Thomas  B.  Covel  in 
1S9G.    Nathaniel  Wordell  and  Josiah  Good- 
ing, the  early  cashiers,  were  followed  by 
William  Coggeshall,  who  held  office  till  18G0. 


Daniel  Chapin,  Mr.  Coggeshall's  successor, 
resigned  in  1SS8  and  was  succeded  by  John 
T.  Burrell,  wlio  remained  cashier  till  the 
bank  was  merged  in  the  new  Massasoit-Po- 
casset  National  in  1903. 

The  Union  Savings  Bank  was  incorporatetl 
in  1809  and  began  business  in  May  of  that 
year  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
City  Hall,  or  Market  Building,  removing  in 
1872  to  property  it  had  purchased  on  Main 
street,  where  it  erected  its  present  building 
in  1897.  Gardner  T.  Dean,  Edwin  Shaw,  La- 
fayette Nichols  and  others  were  the  incor- 
porators and  organization  was  effected  by 
electing  Augustus  Chace  president  and  D. 
A.  Chapin  treasurer.  Augustus  Chace  died 
in  March,  1880.  Benjamin  Covel  was  elected 
presulent  May  20,  1880.  Mr.  Covel  resigned 
in  November,  1S8S,  and  Andrew  J.  Borden 
was  chosen  president.  Mr.  Borden  died  in 
.August,  1892,  and  Jerome  C.  Borden  was 
chosen  president,  which  ollice  he  still  holds. 
Daniel  A.  Chapin  was  treasurer  from  date 
of  organization  to  September  29,  18SS,  when 
he  resigned. 

Jerome  C.  Borden  was  chosen  treasurer 
October  G,  1888,  and  served  to  March  1,  1891. 
when  he  resigned,  and  Ahraham  G.  Hart  was 
chosen  treasurer,  which  olfice  he  still  holds. 
Within  the  last  fifteen  >ears  the  deposits  of 
this  bank  have  trebled,  and  its  progress  has 
been  as  notaljle  as  that  of  the  other  savings 
banks  of  the  city.  It  now  has  deposits  of 
$2, 500,000,  and  4,500  depositors.  The  board 
of  investment  consists  of  Jerome  C.  Borden, 
X.  Homer  Slunner,  Cyrus  C.  Uounseville, 
Fred  O.  Dodge  and  Thomas  D.  Covel. 

The  Citizens'  Savings  Bank  was  incor- 
porated by  the  Rhode  Ishuid  General  Assem- 
bly in  1851  as  "The  Savings  Bank,"  to  be 
located  in  Tiverton,  with  Oliver  Chace,  Jr., 
Cook  Borden,  Thomas  Borden,  Clark  S.  Man- 
chester and  their  associates  incorjjorators. 
It  was  organized  Novembi^r  15,  1851,  with 
Joseph  Osborn  president,  Charles  F.  Searle 
secretary  and  William  H.  Brackett  treas- 
urer. It  began  l)usiness  December  1  of  that 
year  in  the  office  of  tlie  Fall  River  Union 
Bank,  and  in  June,  1854,  was  removed  to 
the  latter's  building  at  the  corner  of  South 
Main  and  Rodman  streets.  The  change  in 
the  'boundary  line  in  1802  brought  it  into 
Massachusetts,  and  an  enabling  act  was 
secured  from  the  Legislature  permitting  it 
to  do  1)usiness  in  this  State.  It  then  took  its 
present  name  and  was  removed  with  the 
Pocasset  Bank  to  the  northwest  corner  of 
what  is  now  the  city  hall.    In  .lanuary,  1873, 
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it  occuijicd  itb  present  cjuarterb  in  the  Po- 
caaset  National  Bank  building.  Edward  E. 
Hathaway,  the  present  treasurer,  succeeded 
Mr.  Brackett  in  December,  18G2.  Joseph  Os- 
boru,  the  first  president,  was  followed  by 
Linden  Cook,  and  Danforth  Horton  in  1883,. 
Joseph  Healy  in  1884  and  John  C.  Milne  in 
1889.  The  bank  has  the  remarkable  record 
uf  never  having  passed  a  dividend,  and  has 
paid  an  average  of  nearly  5  per  cent 
since  its  organization.  It  has  deposits  ot 
about  $4,r)iH),0UU  and  7,-lUU  di'iiosiiors.  John 
C.  Milne,  Henry  H.  Earl,  Wni.  F.  Thomas, 
Samuel  W.  Hathaway  and  Janits  M.  Swifi 
c(jnstitute   ite   board   of  investment. 

The  Fall  River  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
which  has  done  a  notable  work  in  caring  for 
till'  small  savings  of  the  working  people, 
dates  from  April  10,  185.5,  when  it  was  in- 
cori)OTated  by  S.  Angler  Chace,  Hale  Rem- 
ington, Waller  V.  Uurfee,  .James  Hufhnton, 
p.  Bulfinton,  B.  H.  Davis,  Asa  P.  French 
and  Alvan  S.  Ballard.  Business  began  Janu 
ai\-  1,  1S5G,  and  the  first  dividend  was  paid 
111  June  of  that  year.  During  its  50  years 
of  existence  the  liank  has  (April,  19()G)  paid 
99  dividends  at  rates  ranging  from  1  to  8 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  aggregating  259 
Iter  cent,  of  the  deposits,  making  an  aver- 
age yearly  dividend  of  5  per  cent.  During 
these  years  the  deposits  have  shown  an 
average  yearly  increase  of  $lii(l,0(i(i.  The 
present  number  of  depositors  is  19,022,  with 
an  average  dei)osit  of  $2C3  and  a  total  of  J5,- 
007, (ioo.  S.  Aiigier  Chace,  the  lii'st  president, 
was  succeeded  liy  Walter  C.  Durfee  in  1878 
anil  !)>■  Leontine  Lincoln  in  1902.  Charles  ,1, 
Holmes  was  treasurer  from  the  opening  of 
the  bank  until  his  death.  February  2(i,  19il(j, 
a  period  of  more  than  50  years,  and  was 
succeeded  on  March  17,  190G,  by  his  son, 
Cliai-les  L.  Holmes.  Al)ner  P.  Davol,  Edward 
B.  .Jennings,  Holder  B.  Durfee,  Leontine  Lin- 
coln and  Charles  S.  Waring  constitute  the 
board  of  investment. 

The  Fall  River  National  Bank,  for  twenty 
years  the  only  bank  of  discount  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Fall  River,  was  incorporated  in  1825 
by  Oliver  Chace,  David  Anthony,  Bradford 
Durfee,  Richard  .Borden,  N.  B.  Borden  and 
others.  The  cai)ital,  originally  $100,000,  was 
increased  in  1S27  to  $200,000,  in  l,s:;(i  to  $  100,- 
000,  in  1844  reduced  to  $350,000,  and  in  18(14 
iHcreased  again  to  $400,000,  the  present 
figure.  David  Anthony,  the  first  president, 
served  40  years,  till  18(15,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Richard  Borden.  At  his  death,  in 
1874,  he  was  followed  by  Guilford  IL  Hatha- 


way, and  he  in  1895  by  Ferdinand  H.  Gifford, 
who  had  been  cashier  since  1873.  Matthew 
C.  Durfee,  the  first  cashier,  held  ollice  till 
183U.  Henry  H.  Fish,  his  successor,  till 
18G3,  George  R.  Fiske  till  1873,  and  Ferdi- 
nand H.  Gifford  till  his  election  as  president 
in  1X95,  when  CJeorge  H.  Eddy,  Jr.,  ibecame 
cashier.  The  banli  was  organized  as.  a 
national  institution  in  18(j4.  Its  first  build- 
ing was  erected  of  brick,  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Bank  streets,  in  182(1.  This  was 
burned  in  the  fire  of  1843,  and  soon  after- 
wards rebuilt.  The  present  building  was 
erected  in  1892.  The  bank  began  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  deposits  In  1892.  Its 
[jresent  directors  are  Richard  B.  Borden, 
Herliert  Field,  Wendell  E.  Turner,  Ferdi- 
nand H.  Gifford,  Oliver  S.  Hawes,  George 
II.  Eddy,  Jr.,  Leonard  N.  Slade,  Spencer  Bor- 
den, Jr.,  and  Asa  A.  Mills. 

The  Pocassi't  National  Bank  was  incor- 
l)orated  in  Rhode  Island  in  May,  1854,  with 
.Moses  Baker,  Oliver  Chace  and  Joseph  Os- 
lioiii  named  as  incorporatt)rs,  and  began 
l)usiness  at  tlie  corner  of  South  Main  and 
Hodman  streets,  removing  to  the  present 
City  Hall  Building  when  the  boundary  line 
was  changed,  in  18(j2.  It  became  a  National 
l)ank  in  18(15,  and  in  18tl8  purchased  the  lot 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Bed- 
ford streets,  on  which,  in  1872,  it  erected  a 
handsome  granite  building.  Oliver  Chace, 
the  first  i)resident,  was  succee<Ied  in  18(12  by 
Samuel  Hathaway,  in  1873  by  Weaver  Os- 
born,  in  1894  by  Joseph  Healy,  and  in  1901 
by  George  W.  Slade.  William  H.  Brackett, 
the  first  cashier,  was  followed  in  18(12  by 
Edward  E.  Hathaway,  who  held  oftice  till 
the  bank  was  merged  in  the  new  Massasoit- 
Pocasset  National  in  1903. 

The  Second  National  Bank  was  incor- 
porated in  185G  as  the  Wamsutta  Bank,  with 
a  capital  of  $100,000,  by  S.  Angier  Chace, 
Hale  Remington  and  William  Mason,  2d.  Mr. 
Chace  was  elected  president  and  Charles  J. 
Holmes,  ,Ir.,  cashier.  It  became  the  Second 
National  Bank  in  1S(14,  and  increased  its  cap- 
ital to  $150,000.  Mr.  Chace  resigned  as 
president  in  1878,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Thomas  F.  Eddy.  Leontine  Lincoln  became 
president  in  1887.  .Mr.  Holmes  continued  as 
cashier  until  the  bank  was  i)urchased  by  the 
Metacomet  National  and  merged  in  that  in- 
stitution in  February,  1903. 

The  Massasoit  Bank  was  organized  June  2, 
184(1,  and  began  business  in  December  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000,  increased  the  follov/ing 
.March  to  $100,000,  in  January,  1854,  to  $200,- 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


99 


000,  and  July  2,  1S92,  to  $300,000.  Jason  H. 
Arclier  was  the  lirsi  yresidenl  and  Leander 
boiLiuu  cashier,  with  J.  H.  Archer,  Oliver 
fc>.  llawes,  Azariah  Shove,  Nathan  Durfee, 
Henry  Willard,  Irani  Smith  and  Benjamin 
Wardwell  directors.  Mv.  Archer  was  suc- 
ceeded as  president  in  1!S52  by  Israel  B\iltin- 
lon,  in  lS(i4  by  Charles  P.  Slickney,  in  ISTS 
liy  nam  Smith,  in  18S5  by  Uradtord  D.  Davol, 
and  in  1S'.(0  by  Charles  M.  Shove.  The  bank 
liad  become  a  national  institution  in  Decem- 
ber, lS(j4.  Its  first  office  was  ai  the  corner 
of  North  Main  and  Franklin  streets,  from 
which  it  removed  to  the  northeast  corner  of 
.Main  and  Bedford  streets  in  ISTG.  In  1.SS4  it 
removed  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Bedford 
street  and  Court  Square,  and  in  1889  erected 
the  building  now  occupied  by  its  successor, 
the  Massasoit-Pocasset  National.  Leander 
Borden,  the  first  cashier,  was  followed  in 
1881  by  Eric  W.  Borden,  who  remained  in 
olfice  till  he  became  cashier  of  the  Massa- 
soit-Pocasset, in  11103. 

The  Massasoit-Pocasset  National  Bank 
was  organized  in  .July,  l'J03,  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Massasoit  and  Pocasset  National 
banks,  and  the  National  Union  Bank,  with 
a  capital  of  $050,000.  Charles  M.  Shove,  who 
had  been  president  of  the  Massasoit,  and  E. 
W.  Boi'den,  cashier,  were  elected  to  the  same 
positions  in  the  new  institution.  Thomas  D. 
Covel,  president  of  the  National  Union,  and 
Edward  E.  Hathaway,  cashier  of  the  Pooas- 
set,  were  elected  vice-presidents,  and  John 
T.  Burrell,  cashier  of  the  National  Union, 
was  made  assistant  cashier.  The  present 
directors  are;  Charles  M.  Shove,  Edwaiil 
E.  Hathaiway,  Thomas  D.  Covel,  Edward  S 
Adams,  Edward  Barker,  N.  B.  Borden,  S.  A. 
Borden,  C.  U.  Burt,  J.  A.  Chadwick,  W.  B. 
M.  Cliace,  B.  D.  Davol,  G.  S.  Davol.  B.  S.  C. 
Gifford,  C.  S.  Greene,  M.  T.  Hudner,  Leon- 
tine  Lincoln,  J.  C.  Milne,  J.  E.  Osborn,  G. 
W.  Slade,  R.  W.  Thurston,  M.  M.  Wordell. 
Tile  bank  occupies  the  rooms  formerly  used 
by  the  Massasoit  National,  which  have  been 
enlarged  and  improved  to  accommodate  the 
increased  ^business. 

Troy  Co-Oijerative  Bank. — A  meeting  to 
organize  the  first  co-operative  bank  in  this 
city  was  held  in  room  5,  Troy  Building,  June 
15,  1880,  by  the  subscribers  to  an  agreement 
to  form  a  corpoi'ntion  to  lie  known  as  the 
Troy  Co-Operalive  Savings  Fund  and  Loan 
As.saciation.  Among  the  subscnibers  to  this 
agreement  were  Cyrus  C.  llounseville.  Spen- 
cer Borden,  Jewme    C.   Borden,   John  M. 


Young,  Albert  F.  Dow,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden, 
Walter  R.  Woodman  and  77  others. 

A  code  of  by-laws  was  adui)ted  and  the 
following  otticers  elected:  President,  Sptii- 
cer  Borden;  N'ice-President,  Albert  F.  Dow; 
Secretary,  Cxrus  C.  RounseviUe;  'lireasuror, 
Henry  T.  Butlintoii  Eleven  directors  were 
also  elected  at  I  his  meeting.  Tlie  tirst  meet- 
ing of  the  directors  was  iield  June  IS,  18^n. 
Arnold  B.  Saiilord,  .Jerome  C.  Borden  and 
Andrew  J.  Borden  were  nominated  and  con- 
tirmed  as  the  Security  Committee,  and  John 
M.  Young,  Charles  B.  Cook  an<l  Seth  H. 
Wetherbee  as  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  association  was  now  fully  organized, 
and  on  July  18,  188ti,  the  first  public  meet- 
ing for  the  transact  ion  of  business  was  held. 
$325  were  received  in  subscriptions  for 
shares,  and  I  lie  a.ssociat  ion  started  ui)on 
what  has  since  ijroved  a  successfid  career. 

In  1883,  by  act  of  the  General  Court,  the 
name  "Building  and  Loan  Association,"  in 
Massachusetts,  was  changed  to  "Co-Opera- 
tive Bank,"  and  the  Troy  Co-Operative  Bank 
is  the  name  familiar  to  all,  although  many 
of  tile  original  sharehohlers  .'■till  speak  of 
it  as  the  "Troy  Loan."  Tlie  bank  has  always 
l)een  popular  willi  the  workin.g  men  and 
women  of  the  city,  \nv  whose  benefit  i(  was 
organized,  as  its  matiy  borrowers  and  the 
large  demand  for  its  shares  tittest. 

Since  its  inc(n-poration  the  bank  has  had 
tiiriH'  presidents,  three  vice-i)i'esident s  and 
tiiree  secretaries.  The  presidents  have  been: 
Spencer  Borden,  1880  to  188:!;  Andrew  J. 
Borden,  18,S3  to  18S7;  .Jerome  C.  Borden, 
1887,  and  continues  in  oflice.  V'ice-presi- 
dents:  Albert  F.  Dow,  188(1  to  1885;  Jerome 
Borden,  1885  to  18N7;  C.vnis  C.  llounse- 
ville, 1887,  aujl  continues  in  office.  Secre- 
taries: C\rus  C.  RounseviUe,  1880  to  1887; 
Charles  B.  Cook.  1NS7  lo  ISiil  ;  George  H. 
Eddy,  .Jr.,  181)1,  and  continues  in  ollice. 

Of  the  original  directors  four  have  re- 
niaineil  with  the  liank  and  heli)ed  to  guide  its 
destinies  from  its  organization.  They  are 
Jerome  C.  Borden,  the  present  iii'esideiit ; 
Cyrus  C.  RounseviUe,  the  present  vice-presi- 
dent; John  M.  Young,  the  chairman  of  the 
present  Security  Committee,  and  Albert  F. 
Dow,  a  member  of  the  jiresent  board 
directors.  The  Troy  is  now  one  of  the 
largest,  as  well  as  one  iif  the  sli-oiigest  of  tlu> 
co-operative  banks  of  the  State,  its  assets 
amounting  to  nearly  $700,000.  and  its  direc- 
tors, lioth  present  and  past,  may  well  take 
pride  in  its  growth  and  prosperity,  to  the 
accomplisliment  of  which  they  have  given 
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gratuitously  so  much  of  their  time  and 
talents.  The  present  olflcers  are:  Jerome  C. 
Borden,  president;  Cyrus  C.  Rounseville, 
vice-president;  George  H.  Eddy,  Jr.,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  Directors:  John  M. 
Young,  Thomas  D.  Covel,  James  E.  O'Con- 
nor, James  E.  McCreery,  Albert  F.  Dow, 
Walter  R.  Woodman,  James  H,  French, 
Leonard  N.  Slade,  Jacob  Fash,  Samuel  a. 
Read  and  George  Grime;  Security  Commit- 
tee, John  M.  Young,  Thomas  D.  Covel  and 
Jacob  Fash;  Finance  Committee,  James  E. 
O'Connor,  James  H.  French  and  Walter  R. 
Woodman;  Auditors,  Charles  F.  Fish,  Frank 
U.  Albro  and  Harry  1>.  French;  Attorneys, 
Swift  &  Grime. 

The  Lafayette  Co-Operative  Banl<  was  or- 
ganized April  y,  1S94,  to  promote  regular  and 
systematic  savings  'by  people  of  small  or 
moderate  incomes  and  to  help  them  if  they 
desired  to  secure  homes  of  their  own.  Since 
the  llrst  series  of  sluues  was  issued.  May  2, 
1894,  $3ti7,33it  has  been  received  in  monthly 
deposits,  ranging  from  ?1  to  $2r),  of  which 
$214, any  has  been  withdrawn  or  returned  to 
the  shareholders,  leaving  a  present  balance 
of  deposits  $123,(l(>U.     Dividends  averaging 
5.47  per  cent  have  been  credited,  amounting 
to  $44,,S5r).4(!,  and  189  real  estate  loans  have 
been  made,  aggregating  $300,700.    The  pres- 
ent number  <jf  shares  in  force,  covering  23 
series,  is  2,S70.    Shares  in  the  first  series, 
matured,  that  is,  reached  the  value  of  $200 
each  May  1,  I'JOO,  when  $144  represented  the 
monthly  payments  of  $1  each  and  the  bal- 
ance ))iofits.    The  first  president  was  Dr.  J. 
B.  Chagnon,  who  served  until  his  removal 
from  the  city  in  l,s;t!>,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Pierre  F.  Peloquin,  the  present 
head  of  the  institution.    N.  P.  Berard  has 
served  continuously  as  vice-president  since 
1894.    John  B.  Huanl  has  been  chairman  of 
the  Security  Conunittee  since  the  organiza- 
tion.    His    i)resent   associates   are  Nathan 
Miller  and  Philiiipe  A.  Brosseau.    Arthur  S. 
Phillips,  Esq.,  has  served  as  attorney,  and 
William   F.   Winter   as  secretary-treasurer 
during  the  twelve  years  of  the  bank's  his- 
tory.   Of  the  original  directors,  four  are  still 
members  of  the*  board — John  B.  Huard,  An- 
toine  Giroux,  Arthur  S.  Phillips  and  Frank 
H.  Borden.    The  other  members  of  the  i)res- 
ent  board  are  Theodule  Gamache,  Reuben  C. 
Small,   Jr.,    (Miaik's    E.    Peloquin,  Homer 
Barre,   Nathan   Miller,  Arthur  B.  Brayton, 
\yilliam   Marshall,    Alfred    L.  Letourneau, 
Philippe  A.  Brosseau  and  A.  S.  Furtado.  The 


monthly  meetings  are  held  at  the  rooms  ot 
the  Metacomet  National  Bank. 

The  Fall  River  Co-Operative  Bank,  the 
third  of  its  kind  in  the  city,  was  organized 
November  20,  1888,  chartered  December  1, 
and  began  business  December  12.    It  had  its 
origin  somewhat  from  the  demand  for  in- 
creased  banking  facilities  iby  residents'  in 
the  eastern  section  of  the  city.    At  tlie  time 
of  its  organization  both  a  savings  bank  and 
a  national  bank  were  proposed  for  Flint  Vil- 
lage, but  neither  seemed  altogether  feasible. 
The  desire  for  additional  banking  facilities, 
however,  was  not  given  up,  and  a  co-opera- 
tive bank,  with  its  main  office  in  the  centre 
of  the  city  and  a  branch  office  at  Flint  Vil- 
lage for  making  collections  was  considered. 
This  met  with  the  favor  of  a  large  number  ot 
residents   of  that   locality,   and    tliey  were 
largely  represented  in  tlie  organization  and 
management  of  the  bank  from  the  beginning. 
The  first  (jflicers  were  as  follows:  President, 
•lohn  Barlow;    Vice-President,  Eric  W.  Bor- 
den;   Secretary,  Gecjrge  O.  Lathrop;  Treas- 
urer, Rodolphus  N.  Allen;  Directors,  Henry 
W.   Davis,  George    N.    Durfee,    Frank  H. 
Dwelly,  Charles  i^'.  Tripp,  Reuben  Hargraves, 
Alfred  H.  Hood,  William  J.  Wiley,  Rufus  B. 
Hilliard,  John    Duff,    Henry    C.  Hampton, 
Henry  Waring,    Hugh    McGraw,    Enoch  J. 
French,  Arba  N.   Lincoln,  Roland  W.  Clii- 
vers.    The  meeting  for  organization  was  held 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Massasoit  National  Bank, 
then  at  33  Bedford  street,  and   all  sub;je- 
(juent  meetings  of  the  corporation  have  been 
held  in  the  rooms  of  that  bank,  which  has 
also  been  the  depositary  of  the  funds.  From 
the  commencement  of  business  it  has  usually 
found  ready  investment  for  its  receipts,  and 
now  has  assets  of  over  $400,000,  with  a  guar- 
antee fuiKl   and  surplus  of  $10,000,  and  a 
membership   of   about   1,000,   holding  8,700 
shares.    In  the  tfarly  years  of  its  history  it 
sought  to  make  collections  convenient  by 
branch  offices  at  Flint  Village  and  Somer- 
set,  but  these  were  disconlinued  after  a  few 
years.    There  has  been  little  change  in  the 
management.    .John  Barlow  served  as  presi- 
dent until  his  death,  in  1899,  when  lie  was 
succeeded  by  Eric  W.  Borden.  Lincoln 
Hood  have  been  attorneys  for  the  bank  since 
its  formation  and  the  treasurer  first  chosen 
is  still   in  office.     George  O.  Lathrop,  the 
secretary,  resigned   in   19O0   and   was  suc- 
ceeded by  Frank  Westgate. 

The  People's  Co-Operative  Bank  was 
organized  February  IS,  1882,  as  the  People's 
Co-operative  Saving  Fund  &  Loan  Associa- 
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tloii,  ilic  lilli'  ticiiiK  HUl).scfiii(!iil  ly  cliMiii/cd  to 
I  III'  J)  II 'SI  11 1  one  Id  comply  wil  li  I  Ih'  Stale  law. 
'I'll'  lollowiiiK  w(M(:  I  111'  orl^cinal  olIicfTs; 
I'rosidi'iil,  Milton  UcimI;  Vice  I'rcsiilciil , 
.JoHCpli  O.  Ncill;  Secretary,  Saiiiiiel  W. 
iwowii;  'I'reaHurer,  li'ii'dc^rick  ().  Dodge; 
J)ir('Ctors,  Uohei'l  Howard,  (Miarles  10.  MIIIh, 
Silas  I!,  llatt'li,  .losepli  Cliflon,  Kdward  S 
Adams,  John  \V.  \Vliitai(er,  (!eor>;e  Hanson. 
lOilward  A.  MotI,  .(oliri  T.  Kolieiison,  Iteiiben 
HaiKi-aves,  .lohn  I-'.  Ilaiiilel,  I'eier  lieehatii, 
A.  H.  Marline,  John  II.  Msles  and  Sainiiel 
Hyde.  Ilii.siiieHs  was  lii-'Kmi  on  March  I,',  ol 
the  same  yt:ni-.  'i'Ut-  first  nieelinxs  <>l'  Hie 
bank  were  lielil  at  the  ofllce  of  Milton  Heed, 
ill  the  (iranile  lllock,  ami  later  in  the  old 
(;.  A.  It.  hall  ill  Ihe  liorden  Itlock,  No.  I  lied 
lord  slr(.'(.'t,  the  ollice  of  |'\  O.  Hoil^e  in  (he 
iMelacoiiief.  Hank  liiiildiiiK,  and  the  oMU'e  ol 
Samuel  Hadlli'ld,  in  the  (Iranile  Itlock.  The 
direclors  linaily  decided  that  it,  was  for  the 
l)(;st  intorost  of  llu;  hank  to  have  an  office 
upon  some  ground  lloor,  where  the  business 
of  the  depositors  could  rc'ceive  atlenlion  diii' 
\UK  tlH!  usual  hankiiiK  hours,  as  it  had  been 
the  custom  for  all  i|(:positors  to  jiay  their 
dues  anil  interest  on  the  siiiKle  day  of  the 
mcotinx  in  each  month,  and  in  .May,  IS!)',,  tin- 
bank  was  moved  to  its  present  locatifjii,  No. 
(iO  Itcdford  str(!;t.  'V]\(tv(;  have  been  only 
two  presidonl.s — Milton  llwid  and  .fohn  H 
fOstes,  thi'  latter  the  present  officer  of  the 
banl(  and  one  of  Ihe  orlf^inal  directoi's. 
Charles  10.  .Mills  is  the  only  other  original 
director  who  is  now  an  olflcor  of  the  bank. 
The  present  officers  arc:  I'resident,  John  H 
lOstes;  Vif;e-Pi(!sident,  (leorKo  N.  Diirfee; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Charles  H.  Durfoe; 


Aiiililors,  (;eoi>/e  I*.  Krown,  .lulin  W,  lliiry 
and  Uai|)li  \V.  Kejnold  ;,  Director;;,  .lolin  II. 
lOstes,  Abner  I",  Davol,  I'alrick  Kieran,  (Jalel) 
('.  Poller,  l''enner  C.  I'.iowiiell,  .liiiiies  l!.  Clif- 
ton, Manuel  I',  (!aiii;ira,  Charles  10.  Mili;i,  .1. 
lOdmund  lOstes,  Charic:;  II.  Diir'fee,  M. 
Sweenf:y,  .lames  10,  Sullivan,  Adelarif  He 
naiid,  Archibald  McDouKall  and  Tliuiiia:;  II 
Koiinds;  Seciirily  ( loin  ni  i  1 1  ee  .lolin  II, 
lOsles,  AbiK'r  I',  Davoi,  l'atricl(  Kieran, 
Michael  Sweeney  and  Charle;  l|  Dnrfei';  l.'j. 
nanci'  ( ;oni in 1 1 1 1  e,  ,1.  lOiliniinil  IO:;|i  ;,  T'enner 
C,  I'.rownell,  Charle:-;  10.  .Vlills,  C.  C.  Tnller 
and  .1.   I!.  Cliflon;   Attorney,  L.  JO.  Wooil, 

TIh;  report,  of  Ihe  ilireclor;^  In  illll,'', 
showed  assets  of  $2!)2,r,:)  1,70,  wilh  dues  capi- 
tal, $-Jll),01!);  prf)llts  capital,  $  1  1, 1  Ol),!)  1  ;  for- 
feited shares,  .flia.XfJ;  siiiplus  and  reserv(; 
liind,       :!:)!), !)(), 

The  number  of  shandiolders  on  Oclolier 
:H,  l!)or,,  was  r,SX.  'I'he  first  intention  of  tin- 
bank  is  to  assist,  worthy  peofde  in  ijiiildins-c 
tiK.'ir  own  liomes,  and  liiieriil  loan:;  are 
Kianted  to  sucli  aiipiicaiil:;,  but  the  liawsi- 
uK'nt  (^ominillee  lia;i  always  discouratred  ap- 
idications  from  borrowf'rs  on  large  tenement 
blocks,  and  has  invested  most  of  fund;;  in 
property  well  within  tlie  citv  limil::.  Tin- 
institution  has  iiei^n  extremcdy  jirosperoiis 
fluring  the  last  few  years,  most  of  it.s  money 
having  b(;en  Invested  in  moi'tgages  cover- 
ing pr(»perty  in  the  very  be;it  sections,  Tlie 
regular  dividends  are  jiaid  at  the  rate  of 
r.  per  cent,  per  ;iniium. 

The  shares  ol  the  bank  are  issiieij  in  .Vlay 
and  November  of  eacli  year,  and  no  one  jiei- 
son  is  allowed  to  subscriliC'  for  more  than 
2.')  shar(!8. 
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CHAPTER  XIII 


'       '  LAW,  MEDICINE  AND  THE  PRESS 


Early  and  Present  Lawyers  and  Physicians.     The  Court  House  and  Hospitals. 

The  Newspapers 


Thf  l)ar  of  Fall  River  is  unusually  strong, 
betti-r  ii'aincd  for  its  duties  than  in  many 
cities,  alert,  active  and  generally  eciuipped 
for  any  branch  of  the  practice  which  it  may 
be  called  on  lo  undei'take.  The  t'xigencies  of 
life  have  kept  the  members  down  lo  their 
profession,  and  they  iiave  clung  lo  their  wont 
witii  remarivable  tenacity,  seldoui  branching 
off  to  directorships  of  corpoiat ions  or  the 
management  of  trust  estates,  as  in  many 
I)laces.  The  (luiciv,  nervous,  i)laslic  nature 
of  the  demands  ui)on  them  has  cultivated 
an  unusual  readiness,  and  lias  developed 
nunu'rous  al)le  trial  law\-ers.  The  l)ar  is 
now  I'epresented  on  the  supreme  bench  by 
two  justices — JauK's  .M.  Morton  and  Henry 
K.  Braley.  Another  of  its  members,  James  F. 
Jackson,  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Rail- 
road Commissioners.  L.  lOlmer  Wood  is  a 
member  of  the  Bar  Examiners.  David  F. 
Slade  was  long  a  member  of  the  (Jovernor's 
Council  and  .lami's  M.  Swift  is  District  At- 
torney. It  has  also  furnished  seven  of  the 
19  mayors  of  the  cit.\- — Josiah  C.  Blaisdell, 
Heni'y  K.  Braley,  Milton  Reed,  John  VV. 
Cumnungs,  James  V.  Jacksiui,  (Seorge  (Jrime 
and  .)ohn  T.  Coughlin,  the  i)resent  head  of 
the  municipal  government.  Fall  River  has 
also  fui-nished  the  cleric  of  coui'ts  for  this 
county  for  man>'  yeai-s  in  John  S.  Brayton, 
SiuRHJn  Borden  and  the  latter's  son  of  the 
same  name. 

In  the  period  prior  to  1S77  no  sessions  of 
the  Superior  Court  were  held  here;  the  city 
was  small,  and  the  membership  of  the  local 
bar  consequently  'limited,  but  a  number  of 
lawyers  of  high  ability  were  to  be  found 
among  the  number.  One  was  Eliab  Williams, 
a  native  of  Raynham  and  a  graduate  of 
Brown  in  the  class  of  1S21.  He  began  prac- 
tiice  in  Dig4iton,  then  removed  to  Swansea, 
and  in  1833  came  to  this  city  to  become 
the .  partner  of  Hezcdiiah  BattoUe,  a  con- 
nection  that   continued  for  20   years,  dur- 


ing which  the  firm  liecame  one  of  the  best 
■auj'.vn  in  the  county  and  built  up  a  large 
practice.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  man  of  very 
striking  'personalit,\',  very  deliberate  in 
speech  and  severe  in  thought,  a  follower  of 
exactitude,  the  enemy  of  all  confusion.  He 
was  noted  for  his  skill  in  the  drawing  of 
legal  papers,  in  which  he  seldom  used  the 
printed  forms.  He  followed  the  old  prac- 
tice of  being  earl,\-  and  late  in  his  ollice,  and 
lueparod  his  cases  with  the  utmost  thor- 
(Mighness.  He  was  shy,  had  a  high,  sciueaky 
voice  and  was  always  exceedingly  decorous. 
He  w-as  a  fine  type  of  the  old-fashioned, 
Puritan  gentleman  and  was  of  high  char- 
acter and  pure  life.  He  died  in  ISNii,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven.  His  home  was  on 
Nin-th  Main  street,  in  the  dwelling  now  the 
ofhce  of  Dr.  Hyde.  His  partner,  Mr.  Battelle, 
was  also  a  graduate  of  Brown,  in  181G;  had 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hercules  Cush- 
man,  "the  leading  attorney  of  Freetown," 
and  after  brief  periods  of  in-actice  there  and 
in  Swansea,  remove<l  to  this  city  in  1S27. 
Like  his  colleague,  Mr.  Williams,  he  was  a 
learned,  painstaking  lawyer,  with  a  severe, 
logical  cast  of  mind,  and  keen  intellect.  He 
was  attorney  for  the  Watuppa  Reservoir  Co., 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  and  actively  in- 
terested in  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
dispute.  He  had  a  tall,  sinewy,  erect  and 
impressive  figure,  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Unitarian  Society  and  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  in  translating  the  New  Te.s- 
tament  from  the  Greek.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1872,  at  the  age  of  82,  at  his  home 
on  Purchase  ^street,  now  the  parish  house  of 
the  Church  of  the  Ascension. 

James  Ford,  likewise  a  graduate  of  Brown, 
was  a  native  of  Milton  and  came  here  in 
1S19.  He  'was  an  excellent  lawyer,  a  mem- 
ber Of  the  Legislature,  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  School  Committee,  special  Police  Justice 
for  twenty  years,  the  first  treasurer  of  the 
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Fall  River  Savings  Bank,  editor  of  ftie 
.Monitor  for  a  auartor  of  a  century  and  one  of 
the  charier  members  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge. 
He  was  a  iuil)lic-s.i)irited  citizen  and  lived 

until  July  27,  int;;. 

Judge  L(niis  Lai)liani,  a  Rhode  Islander 
with  a  natural  taste  for  politics,  and  an  ar- 
dent Democrat,  came  here  in  1S4U.  His 
readiness  in  debate  soon  brought  him  into 
IJiiblic  affairs.  He  was  a  Judge  of  the  po- 
lice court  from  1S52  to  lS7o,  when  it  was 
aliolished. 

.  Charles  Holmes,  father  of  the  late  Hon. 
Charles  J.  Holmes,  and  Frederick  A.  Boomer 
were  other  attorneys  of  prominence  in  the 
earlier  days  here.  The  latter  was  a  memlier 
of  the  Legislature  and  for  many  years  served 
on  the  School  Committee.  He  was  three 
times  City  Solicitor,  and  died  in  1871  at  the 
age  of  lifty  years.  In  more  recent  years  local 
attorneys  of  prominence,  now  deceased,  have 
included  John  Jason  Archer,  a  son  of  Dr.  Ja- 
son H.  Archer,  a  graduate  of  Brown  in  IStKJ 
and  a  special  justice  of  the  district  court; 
.losiah  C.  Blaisdell,  mayor  in  185S  and  1S59 
and  justice  of  the  Second  District  Court  from 
its  estal)lishment  in  1S71  until  1893,  an 
energebic,  active  man,  who  was  prominent 
here  for  a  generation;  and  Marcus  C  B. 
Swift,  of  the  firm  of  Swift  &  Grime,  a  good 
lawyer  and  citi/.en,  and  one  of  the  ihoanl  of 
investment  of  the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank. 
There  were  also  the  late  John  S.  Brayton, 
formerly  clerk  of  the  Superior  antl  Supreme 
Judicial  Courts  of  Bristol  County,  better 
known  as  a  banker,  for  a  time  the  partner  of 
Justice  .Morton,  and  Simeon  Borden,  long 
the  hont)red  clerk  of  the  Superior  and  Sit- 
preme  Courts. 

The  courts  for  this  county  were  held  in 
Taunton  and  New  Bedford  until  1877,  when 
the  Legislature  authorized  adjournments  to 
this  city.  The  first  session  was  held  here 
June  27,  r877,  in  a  large  hall  which  had  been 
fitted  up  in  the  new  Borden  Block,  with 
Hon.  P.  Emory  Aklrich  presiding.  Appro- 
priate addresses  were  made  by  several  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  and  a  response  by  the  presid- 
ing judge. 

The  erection  of  the  present  court  house 
was  authorized  by  the  Legislature  in  1887. 
A  site  on  Rock  street  was  purchased,  but  the 
oi)position  was  so  strong  that  this  was  aban- 
doned and  the  present  lot  on  North  Main 
street  secured.  This  had  formerly  been  a 
part  of  the  homestead  farm  of  Judge  Dnrfee, 
a  prominent  citizen  and  the  entertainer  of 
Lafayette  on  his  visit  here,  as  well  as  the 


birthplace  of  Colonel  .Joseph  Durfee,  the 
liiiildi'i'  of  the  first  cotton  mill  here  and  the 
(ommaiidcr  of  tin'  American  foreis  in  the 
light  with  the  Hiitish  here  during  the  Revo- 
lution; of  Nathan  and  Thomas  Durfee,  the 
lust  natives  of  the  town  to  graduate  from 
college,  and  of  Matthew  C.  Durfee,  the  cash- 
ier ot  the  lirst  bank.  It  had  been,  too,  the 
homestead  of  .\licali  H.  Ru.ggles  anil  Colonel 
Itichard  Borden. 

The  building  was  commenced  in  1SN!»  and 
the  coi'iierstone  laid  on  .\ugust  8,  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies.  It  is  ot  granite,  lid  feet 
in  length,  8ti  feet  wide  at  the  ends  and  5.")  in 
the  central  part.  It  contains  the  court  vofim 
on  the  second  lloor,  INxfid,  the  regis(r>  of 
deeds,  law  library,  apartments  for  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  clerk  of  courts,  etc.,  and  has 
si.x  cells  in  the  basemeiU. 

James  Ford,  Prelet  D.  Conant,  Hezekiali 
Battelle,  Cyrus  Alden  and  Elial)  Williams 
wei'e  trial  justices  for  1^'all  River,  Mass.,  and 
Fall  River,  R.  1.,  respectiveh',  before  the 
establishment  of  the  Police  Court  in  18')!^. 
lA)uis  Lapham  was  judge  of  this  court  from 
its  establishment  to  Its  abolishment  in  1873, 
when  it  was  succeeded  by  the  present  Sec- 
ond District  Court  of  Bristol,  the  lirst  pre- 
siding Justice  of  which  was  Josiah  Blaisdell, 
who  held  that  office  from  1,S71  to  1811:1.  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  John  J.  McDonough, 
the  present  incumbent.  .Judge  McDonough 
was  born  in  Fall  River  in  18D7,  was  edu- 
cated in  his  father's  iirivate  school,  in  th? 
public  schools,  graduated  from  Holy  Cross 
College,  Worcester,  in  188(i,  from  'the  Bos- 
ton University  School  of  Law  in  ISM,  and 
anandoned  the  practice  of  the  law  on  his 
appointment  to  the  bench  in  1893.  He  is  a 
trustee  of  the  public  library,  as  is  also  Judge 
Braley,  and  was  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  18N9  and  1890.  Augustus  B. 
Leonard,  clerk  of  the  District  Court,  has 
finished  half  a  century  in  that  capacity,  hav- 
ing succeeded  Hon.  Jo.st'ph  E.  Dawley  in 
1850.  He  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  closely  at- 
tentive to  duty,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  of  the  city. 

The  Fall  River  Bar  Association  was 
formed  in  1887.  .James  M.  Morton  was  its 
first  president,  and  .bdm  J.  McDonough  its 
first  secretary.  Andrew  Jackson  Jennings  Is 
now  its  president  and  Edward  A.  Thurston  is 
secretary. 

The  county  jail  here  was  ibuilt  in  1808, 
tinder  authority  of  a  legislative  act  of  18!)7, 
at  a  total  cost,  furnished,  of  $150,000,  from 
plans  prepared  b)'  Nathaniel  C.  Smith,  of 
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Nl'w  lifdtunl.  Tlic  CriniiL'll  farm,  on  liay 
.siiL'Ot,  waji  the  site  sek'Ctcil,  piirchaseil  tor 
$lG,(io(j.  Jieaiiie  &  Cornt'll  were  tho  con- 
tractors lor  tlie  construction.  At  the  time 
of  its  erection  it  was  needeil,  but  the  sub- 
sequent gniwtli  of  the  probation  systiun  lias 
so  reduced  llie  iunul)er  of  i)ris(jners  tliat  it 
has  never  been  opened.    It  has  IL'O  cells. 

The  oldest  memljer  of  the  bar  now  living 
is  Nicholas  Hatheway,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Free 
town,  and  a  urailuate  of  Brown  in  1S17.  He 
s^^llled  hi'iv  in  liSWi,  and  has  been  Alderman, 
member  of  the  Le,':;islat ure,  jjostnuister  anil 
a  ilele,i;ale  to  the  Deniocralic  National  Con- 
vention. Another  of  the  older  men  is  Ben- 
jamin K.  L<.)vatt,  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  in 
the  class  with  Thomas  B.  Read,  a  resident  of 
this  city  for  forty  years  and  for  many  years 
the  senior  special  Justice  of  the  District 
Court.  A  third  is  jMilioii  Reed,  a  native  of 
Haverliill,  where  he  was  born  October  1, 
181.S,  salutatoiian  of  his  class  at  Ifarvard  in 
ISfiS,  for  a  time  editor  of  the  Kvening  News, 
and  an  attorney  since  IJecember,  lS7;i.  He 
has  been  a  special  justice  of  tho  District 
Court,  City  Solicitoi-  for  seven  years,  mem- 
ber of  the  Siatt'  Senate,  Mayor,  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Civil  Service  Examiners 
and  a  Bar  l']xaminer. 

The  lirm  of  Jennings,  Morton  &  Bray  ton' 
has  had  an  interesting  history.  It  dates 
from  ISlil,  when  John  S.  Brayton  and  Janies 
M.  Morton  formed  a  partnership  as  Brayton 
&  Morton.  Mr.  Brayton  retired  after  a  few 
years,  leaving  Mr.  Morton  alone  until  June, 
iS7C,  when  Andrew  J.  Jenmings  'became  his 
partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Morton  & 
Jennings.  Mr.  Morton  retired  in  September, 
IS'JO,  on  his  appcvintment  to  the  Supreme 
Bench,  and  Mr.  Jennings  practiced  alone  for 
a  time.  John  S.  I^rayton,  Jr.,  son  of  the  for- 
mer member  of  th(>  lirm,  was  admitted  and 
was  associated  with  Mr.  Jennings  for  a  year 
or  two  as  Jennings  &  Brayton.  His  retire- 
ment again  left  Mr.  Jennings  alone.  James 
M.  Morton,  Jr.,  son  of  another  former  mem- 
ber of  the  lirm,  l)Ocame  a  partner  in  lSf)l. 
and  the  firm  name  was  Jennings  &  Morton 
until  19(12,  when  Israel  Brayton  was  admitted 
and  the  i)i-esent  nf^me  of  Jennings,  Morton  & 
Brayt(jn  was  taken. 

Other  prominent  law  offices  here  are  those 
of  Jackson,  Slade  &  Borden,  John  W.  Cum- 
mings,  Swift,  ({rime  ti  Kerns,  H.  A.  I)nbu(iue, 
John  T.  Coughlin,  Milton  and  Waldo  Reed, 
Baker  &  Thurston,  Ryan  &  Nickerson,  Lin- 
coln &  Hood,  James  F.  Norris,  Milton  Druce, 


John  Healy,  Joseph  Menard,  David  R. 
Radovsky  and  David  Silverstein. 

The  senior  of  the  two  Fall  River  members 
of  the  Sujfreme  Co\irt  is  James  Madison 
Morton,  who  was  Ixjrn  September  5,  IH'M ,  the 
s(ui  of  James  M.  and  Sarah  (Tobey)  Morton, 
tioth  natives  of  East  Freetown.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Fall  River  High  School,  Brown 
University  aiul  the  Harvard  Law  School,  and 
began  practice  here  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Louis  Lapham.  In  INdl  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Hon.  J<ihn  S.  Brayton  and  con- 
tinued in  practice  till  his  appointment  to  the 
Supreme  Bench.  He  was  City  Solicitor, 
l.s(jl-G7. 

Hon.  Henry  King  lhaley,  also  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  was  bt)ru  'in  Rochester, 
Mass.,  iMarch  17,  lHoO,  the  son  of  Samuel  T. 
and  Mary  A.  Braley.  He  attended  Rochester 
and  Pierce  Academies,  taught  school  for 
several  years  and  studied  law  with  H(ju. 
Hosea  Kingman,  of  Bridgcnvater,  l)eing  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1S73.  He  began  practice 
in  this  city  in  December  of  that  year,  first 
with  Nicholas  Hatheway,  as  Hatheway  <t 
Braley,  and  later  with  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  as 
Braley  &  Swift.  He  was  C-ity  Solictior  In 
1S71,  Mayor  in  ]XS2  and  ISSH,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Superior  Court  in  ISltl.  He 
was  elevated  to  the  Supreme  Bench  in  i'.HV>. 
He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 
from  Dartmouth  College  the  same  year. 


The  physicians  of  Fall  River  are  energetic, 
skilful  and  ambitious,  and  include  surgeons 
and  specialists  of  marked  ability.  They  are 
of  a  wide  variety  of  nationalities  and  num- 
ber about  i;Ul,  six  of  whom,  as  appears  by 
the  last  directory,  are  women.  Nearly  all 
are  of  the  allopathic  school.  Dr.  Jerome 
Dwelly  is  easily'  the  dean  of  the  active  pro- 
fession here,  with  Dr.  Seabury  W.  Bowen 
probably  next  in  order,  Dr.  Robert  T.  Davis, 
though  he  began  practice  a  little  in  advance 
of  Dr.  Dwelly,  has  not  practised  to  any  ex- 
tent since  his  election  to  Congfess. 

The  medical  profession  of  to-day  has  had 
worthy  predecessors.  Of  these  one  of  the 
most  prominent  was  Dr.  Foster  Hooper,  horn 
in  Walpole,  N.  H.,  in  ixn.'i.  He  came  here  in 
1S2(1,  and  was  active  in  his  profession  and 
in  public  affairs  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
He  had  a  large  practice  and  was  a  skilful 
practitioner,  having  confidence  in  himself 
and  the  confidence  of  his  patients  as  well. 
He  was  a  ready  talker,  a  good  debater  and  a 
progressive  public  man.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  School  Committee,  Representative, 
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Senator,  County  '1  reasuiXT,  in^nilur  of  tlic 
Constilutioual  Coiivciiium  oi  chu  i  imi- 

giiiL'rr  111  till'  tire  ilepaniUL'iii  aii.l,  al  his 
di'ath,  the  cuilcclor  of  inlciiial  n  \cnuo.  His 
oiiice  was  on  Noilli  .Main  sirt-in  i.m  a  sile 
now  ocfiijiii'il  hy  a  (Iriiariiwonl  alori-'. 

Anollui-  iJioniUKMil  iiiiisician  was  IJr. 
Thomas  Wilhui-,  an  olilci'  man  than  1^-. 
HoojuT,  a  native  of  1  loinuutuii,  It.  1.,  and  a 
nuniihei-  of  an  old  family  ilieii-.  lie  was  foi- 
a  tinie  inincipal  of  tiic  h'liunds  sciiool  in 
Providence,  an<l  later  practiced  in  Swansea 
before  removing  to  Fall  Uiver.  lie,  too,  hail 
a  lai'ge  practice  here,  and  was  a  good  phy- 
sician and  skilfnl  surgeon,  lie  was  a  niem- 
i.er  of  tile  pruilenlial  committee  of  his  school 
district  and  loolv  a  lively  interest  in  what- 
ever pertained  to  tlie  progress  of  the  town, 
ilis  ollice  was  at  tlie  southeast  corner  of 
South  Main  and  Borden  streets.  He  was 
active  in  the  l'''riends  denomination,  and  his 
father  gave  his  name  to  one  branch  of  that 
society  still  known  as  the  u'ilburites,  when 
a  division  occurretl.  He  wits  a  brothei  of 
Dr.  Amos  Wilbur,  who  practiced  here  for  a 
few  years. 

Dr.  James  M.  Alilrich,  father  of  Dr.  N.  iJ. 
Aldrich,  was  also  a  leailing  i)hysician  here. 
He  was  active  in  temperance  and  abolilion- 
ist  moveini'nts,  long  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee,  and  prominent  in  the  Unitarian 
Chuicli.  He  was  a  natural  philanthro])ist, 
and  was  for  many  years  president  of  the 
Children's  Home.  His  ofiice  was  at  the  cor- 
ner of  North  Main  and  Franklin  streets. 

Dr.  Ebenezer  T.  lA'arned,  also  the  father 
of  a  i)ract icing  physician  here,  was  very 
I)opu]ar  and  had  a  large  practice.  He  was 
a  kind-hearted,  vigorous  man  and  a  hard 
worker.  Di'.  .lason  H.  Archer  practiced  here 
for  many  years,  was  active  in  public  affairs 
and  first  president  of  Massasoit  iiank.  He 
removed  to  his  native  town  of  Wrentham  in 
\H?>2.  Dr.  i'hineas  \V.  l.,eland  practiced  here 
a  few  yiars,  but  was  nujre  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  was  for  numy  years  col- 
lector of  the  port,  was  State  Senator,  active 
in  I'diicational  affairs  and  in  the  Athenaeum, 
and  was  editor  of  the  Fall  Iliver  l^atriot. 

The  hospitals  are*  the  new  and  commo- 
dious Ste.  Anne's,  opened  this  year,  of  which 
a  notice  appears  elsewhere;  the  Union  Hos- 
pital and  the  City  Hospital,  as  well  as  two 
private  hospitals — those  of  Drs.  N.  li.  Aldrich 
and  Philemon  M  Truesdale. 

The  ITnion  Hospital  was  chartered  October 
1,  H)00,  and  was  the  result  of  thi-  consolida- 
tion of  the  Fall  River  and  i^mergency  Hosiii- 
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tabs.  It  IS  situated  on  i'rospect  street,  in  the 
old  Valentine  House,  which  was  formeriy  the 
liDiiie  ot  the  Fall  Itiver  Hospital,  and  which, 
the  building  of  additions,  now  has  G:^ 
l)eds.  A  new  Ijiiildiiig  lias  liei.'n  ikci(k>d  upon 
tllld,  it  is  e.\liecled.   will  siioii  be  iK'.giin. 

The  i''all  River  liospital,  oiU'  of  the  iirede- 
cessors  of  the  LInion,  was  founded  Septem- 
ber 17,  l.'SSu,  by  a  luinilier  of  i)rominent  citi- 
zens, and  incorporated  Uciober  II),  with 
.loliii  1).  Flint,  president;  Frank  S.  Ste\'ens, 
vice-president,  and  Hugo  A.  l>ul)U(iue.  cleric. 
The  Valentine  estate  was  purchased  in 
March,  1N.S7,  a  woman's  board  established 
early  the  following  year,  and  the  lirst  patient 
received  May  U,  ISSN.  Miss  A.  K.  Andrews 
was  tlie  first  matron,  followed  by  Misses  li. 
F.  Cox  and  M.  M.  Brownrrgg.  The  west  wing 
was  built  in  IS'Jl  and  a  maternity  ward  add- 
ed :in  1897.  A  school  for  nurses  was  estal)- 
lished  in  connection  with  the  hosiiital  in  ISNS. 

The  iilmergency,  the  otlier  institiititm  in 
the  forming  of  the  Union  liospital,  was 
established  in  December,  1895,  in  a  dwelling 
opposite  the  Central  Church  on  Rock  street, 
as  ail  outgrowth  of  the  Home  Training 
School  f(jr  Nurses,  which  had  been  startL'^<l 
in  1894,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
John  H.  Cifford.  It  did  an  e.xcelleiit  woi'k 
during  the  live  years  of  its  t'.\ist(.'iice,  largelj' 
in  the  treatment  of  "out-patients." 

The  Fall  River  Medical  Society  was 
formed  November  20,  1S89,  with  Dwight  F. 
Cone  the  first  piesident  and  A.  C.  Peckham 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  early  iiu-etings 
were  held  at  the  homes  of  the  members,  until 
189:^  when  I'ooms  were  secured  in  the  Fall 
River  National  Bank  Hiiilding,  from  which  it 
removed  in  1897  to  the  A.  .1.  lioideii  Buildin.g. 
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*l'hi-'  city  has  tour  daily  iiL-wspapcrs — the 
Xesvs,  Clolic,  Hc'ialil  aad  L  liuleiiondaiU,  all 
cvL'iiin^  liapcr.s,  and  all  active  and  piogies- 
aive,  with  a  large  circulation  in  the  city  and 
adjoining  towns,  exerting  a  strong  inlluence 
lor  the  good  ot  the  city  and  its  inhabitants. 
The  oldest  ot  these  is  the  News,  which  was 
started   as  a  weekly  on  April   '.'>,   1.S15,  by 
Inomas  Alniy  and  John  C.  Milne,  and  began 
the  publication  of  a  daily  edition  in  connec- 
tion with  the  weekly  in  1S5'J,  loUowing  the 
purchase  of  the  Daily  Beacon,  a  newspaper 
which  had  been  started  'by  Noel  A.  Tripp  as 
successor  to   the   Evening   Star,  piiblisheil 
by   B.   \V.  Pearce,  in   1.S57.     The  livening 
News  ivvas  the  first  daily  published  here  to 
survive,  and  has  been  enlarged  from  time  to 
time  to  uu  et  a  growing  ibusiness.    The  News 
was  originally  Democratic, •  but  became  Re- 
publican in  185:5,  and  has  Siince  advocated 
the  principles  of  that  party,  though  criticis- 
ing without  hesitation  whenever  it  believed 
the  party   leaders  were  wrong.     IL  took  a 
sti-ong  stand  for  f reedom-during  the  anti-slav- 
ery agitation  and  for  the  Union  during  the 
Civil  War,  and  has  always  worked  for  the 
right  as  it  saw  it  in  all  moral  questions  of 
the  (lay.    It  has  steadily  advocated  the  tem- 
perance cause  and  has  always  refused  to  ac- 
cept advertising  offered  by  the  liciuor  inter- 
ests, though  at  a  considerable  pecuniary  loss. 
Its  otiice  was  tirst  at  5  Bedford  street,  and  sud- 
sequentily  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and 
Market  streets,  from  which  it  removed  to 
the  News  Build'ing,  on  Pleasant  street,  in  the 
early  seventies.    John  C.  iVIilne,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  paper,  is  still  a  memlicr  of 
the  firm  and  still  active  in  the  editorial  work, 
and  his  son,  Joseph  D.  Milne,  is  managing 
editor.    Thomas  Almy,  Mr.  Milne's  first  part- 
ner, died  in  May,  1SS2.  Franklin  L.  Almy,  the 
business  manager,  has  been  connected  with 
the  paper  since  its  establishmemt,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  finm  since  ISIM.  Mr. 
y-'rank  S.  Almy,  son  of  Mr.  Almy,  Iras  charge 
of  the  advertising  and   circulation  depart- 
ments.    The  present  firm   name,  Almy  & 
Milne,  has  been  unchanged  since  1X45,  ex- 
cept for  the  period  between  the  admission 
of  Franklin*  L.  and  the  death   of  Thomas 
Almy,  when  it  was  Almy,  Milne  &  Co. 

The  Fall  River  Daily  Globe  was  started 
in  18S5  as  a  Democratic  paper  and  has  since 
remained  a  strong  advocate  of  the  pninciples 
of  thait  party.  It  is  owned  by  the  Fall  River 
Daily  Globe  Ptiblisbing  Co.,  which  now  has 
a  capital  of  $S(l,(iO(),  with  Michaol  Sweeney 
president,    Qiiinlau    Leary    treasurer,  and 


Michael  Swei'ue.N,  Qiiinlan  Leary,  Robert 
O  Hearn,  Tlionias  l.udden,  William  A.  Leary, 
Dr.  .loliu  W.  Coiighliii  and  C,  S.  Greene  direc- 
tors. It  was  [iiihlislied  in  Court  Square  until 
Aiiril,  l',)(i(i,  when  it  removed  to  a  handsome 
new  five-story  building  which  it  had  erected 
for  its  use  on  North  Main  street.  ,The  first 
editor  was  Allen  P.  Kelly,  and  the  first  biis.i- 
ness  manager,  David  F.  l^ingane.  Mr.  Kelly 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Lingane,  and  Charles 
U.  Cummings  became  business  manager. 
-Vir.  Lingane  was  editor  for  several  j'ears, 
and  was  succeeded  in  188'J  by  George  H. 
Brennan,  who  was  followed  by  William  F. 
Kennedy,  the  present  managing  editor,  in 
18!) I.  Business  managers  since  Mr.  Cum- 
mings have  been  George  R.  H.  Buffluton,  W. 
H.  Hanscom,  C.  F.  Kelly  and  James  F.  Dris- 
coll,  the  present  manager,  who  has  con- 
tributed largely  in  building  up  the  business 
of  this  popular  newspaper. 

The  Border  City  Herald  Publishing  Com- 
pany was  organized  in  1872.  Uj)  to  that  time 
there  had  been  no  newspai)er  published  'in 
this  city  devoted  to  Democratic  principles. 
Foremost  in  the  movement  to  establish  such 
a  paper  was  the  late  Judge  Louis  Lapham. 
Associated  iwi'th  him  were  Nicholas  T.  Gea- 
gan.  Southard  H.  Miller,  Jeremiah  R.  Leary, 
J(jhn  South  worth,  John  Campbell  and  other 
Democrats,  who  organized  a  stock  company 
with  a  capital  of  $(i,(i()0,  and  began  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Border  City  Herald,  an  even- 
ing paper,  of  which  the  early  announcement 
said:  "In  politics,  while  not  neutral,  the 
Herald  will  be  thoroughly  independent,  and 
contain  very  full  accounts  of  local  affairs. 
It  is  devoted  to  the  manufacturing  and  other 
business  interests  of  Fall  River,  and  seeks, 
in  a  firm,  honorable  way,  to  foster  all  en- 
terprises which  promise  to  add  to  the  pros- 
perity oT  the  citizens." 

Quarters  were  secured  in  the  Nichols 
Building,  on  Pocasset  street,  near  the  site  of 
the  annex  to  the  Boys'  (?lub.  I^uis  Lapham 
was  the  first  editor,  and  Walter  Scott  man- 
ager. Mr.  Scott  later  became  editor  and 
served  for  several  years.  Other  editors  of 
the  paper  while  it  was  an  exponent  of 
Democratic  principles  have  been  William 
Hovey,  Frederick  R.  Burton,  William  B. 
Wright,  Joseph  E.  Chamberlain,  Ernest 
King,  George  Salisbury  and  Michael  Reagan. 

During  their  service  the  office  was  moved 
to  Court  Square,  and  at  the  close  of  1889  the 
paper  took  possession  of  the  building  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  it  at  231  to  233 
Pocasset  street. 
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In  187C  the  name  of  the  corporation  was 
changed  to  the  Fall  River  Daily  Herald  Pub- 
lishing Company.  About  the  year  1888  tlie 
control  of  the  paper  passed  into  the  hands 
of  a  syndicate,  of  which  Dr.  John  W.  Cough- 
lin  was  the  leader.  Nicholas  T.  Geagan  had 
been  treasurer  and  manager,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceded  iby  Janifs  E.  O'Connor.  Associated 
with  them  were  John  Cuttle,  John  Stanton, 
Michael  Mouney,  James  Lawlor,  Dr.  J.  U. 
Ohagnon  and  James  H.  Hoar. 

In  1893  the  control  of  the  jiaper  passed 
into  the  hands  of  men  who  changed  its  pol- 
icy to  independent  Republican.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  new  corporation  was  John  D. 
Munroe,  and  the  treasurer  and  manager  wa.s 
George  R.  II.  Buffinton.  Thatcher  T.  Thurston 
was  editor.  The  Herald  continues  as  an  in- 
dependent Reiuiblican  newspaper,  the  otli- 
cers  of  which  are  as  follows:  President, 
James  Marshall;  treasurer  and  manager, 
John  D.  Munrue;  director.s,  James  Marshall, 
John  D.  Munrue,  J.  Thayer  Lincoln,  KdwanI 
L$.  Jennings  and  Willliam  H.  lOdgar.  Tlic 
editor  is  Clarence  E.  Bury. 

"Jj'Independant"  is  an  eight-page  daily 
sheet  puljlished  in  the  French  language.  It 
was  founded  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  18S.''), 
as  a  weekly  newspaiier,  by  A.  Houde  &  Co. 
In  1889  it  was  purchased  by  O.  Tliil)ault,  and 
four  years  later,  October  13,  1893,  it  l)egan 
its  daily  edition  iwith  Remi  Tremblay,  now  of 
Ottawa  (Ontario)  as  editor  in  chief.  Its 
present  editor  in  chief,  who  has  bi!en  acting 
in  that  capacity  for  nearly  twelve  years,  i. 
e.,  since  September  Oth,  1S94,  is  G.  de  Ton- 
nancour.  Among  its  contributors  are  men 
of  inlernational  fame,  such  as  Louis  Her- 
bette.  State  Councillor  of  France;  Louis 
Frechette,  i)oet  laureate  of  Canada;  Benja- 
min Suite,  tihe  noted  Canadian  historian,  ami 
Leon  Gerin,  of  Ottawa,  Canada,  a  prominent 
writer  on  social  (juestions. 

This  newspaper  is,  and  has  been  for  the 
last  four  years,  the  property  of  "LTn(lei)en- 
(kant"  Publishing  Comi)any,  of  which  O.  Thi- 
bault  is  the  treasurer  and  manager.  It  is  a 
fearless  Republican  organ,  whose  influence, 
politically  ^and  educationally,  is  widely  felt 
among  the  people  of  French  extraction  in 
Massachusetts  and  the  surrounding  Slates 
"L'Indei)endanl"  stands  for  all  that  is  good, 
pure  and  sound  in  our  institutions,  and  its 
Americanism  has  never  been  questioned. 

The  Fall  River  Monitor.'' — The  country  had 
reached  its  semi-centennial  before  any  news- 


*Contril)Uted  by  William  S.  Robertson. 


paper  was  published  here,  and  not  until  23 
years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town  did 
any  one  have  the  courage  to  venture  out 
upon  the  sea  of  journalism.  The  first  num- 
ber of  tile  .Monitor  was  issued  January  U, 
1820,  by  Nathan  Hall.  The  town  was  then 
under  the  corporate  name  of  Troy,  al- 
though the  name  of  Fall  River,  by  which  it 
was  tirst  called  and  to  which  it  was 
changed  liack  in  ISIIl,  still  e.xisteil  as  the 
name  of  the  village,  the  idace  of  publication 
of  the  paper,  which  was  on  Bedford  street, 
near  Main.  The  size  of  the  paper  was  19.\ 
21  inches,  four  pages  and  four  columns  to  a 
page.  The  population  of  the  town  was  then 
3,000. 

July  1,  1829,  Benjamin  Earl,  who  had  pre- 
viously served  an  apprenticeship  on  the, 
paper,  bought  out  the  establishment  and  as- 
sumed publication  of  the  -Monitor  July  1, 
1S29.  Sul)se(juently  ,1.  S.  Hammond  became 
associated  with  .Mr.  Karl  in  its  iiublication, 
March,  1,S3N,  Eaii  ^i-  Hammond  sold  out 
their  interest  in  tlii'  paper  to  N.  A.  Tri|>i) 
and  Alfred  Pearce.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued  but  three  montlis,  when  Henry  Pratt 
assumed  tin'  oblig;it  ions  which  Mr.  Pearce 
had  thrown  olf,  and  for  man>'  years  the 
]jublisliers  were  Mt'ssrs.  Tripp  &  Pratt.  In 
1S.')0  Mr.  Tripp  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the 
tirin,  and  Mr.  Pratt  continued  the  publication 
of  the  i)aper.  In  December,  ISCS,  Mr.  WW- 
liam  S.  l{ol)ertson  assumeil  the  publication 
of  the  Monitor,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Pratt,  and  continued  its  publication  until 
January  2.S,  IS'.IT,  when  the  paper  was  sus- 
pended, hut  the  otlice  contiiuied  for  job 
l)rinting.  The  Monitor  w;is  always  puli- 
lished  weekl\-,  but  also  issued  a  daily  edition 
for  about  two  years  while  under  Mr,  Robert- 
son's mai'.a.genuuit.  In  its  earlier  days  the 
Monitor  was  the  political  organ  of  the 
Whigs,  but  after  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican parly,  in  1S.54,  lit  ever  espoused 
theii;  |)rinciples. 

Among  those  who  at  various  times  were 
editorially  connected  with  the  Monitor  were 
Joseph  Hathaway,  lOsci.,  Charles  I*".  Town- 
send,  Matthew  C.  Durfee,  James  Ford,  Esq., 
Hon.  William  P.  Shefheld,  Hon.  Joseph  E. 
Dawley  and  William  S.  Robertson. 

Publications  here  which  have  lived  but  a 
brief  period  are  numerous.  'I'he  Moral  En- 
voy was  a  weidily,  an  anti-.Masonic  organ, 
publisheil  about  a  >'ear,  in  1830,  b>-  <!eorge 
W.  Allen.  Noel  A.  Tripp  started  the  Vil- 
la.ge  Recorder,  first  a  fortnightly  and  then 
a  weekly,  in  1,S31,  but  it  had  only  a  short 
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existence,  and  was  merged  in  the  iMonitor. 
The  Patriot,  a  Demociatic  weeldy,  was 
started  by  William  Canlield  in  1S3G,  and 
lived  about  four  years.  In  1841  it  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Archetype,  published  by 
Thomas  Alniy  and  Louis  Lapham  for  one 
year.  Then  came  the  Gazette,  owned  by 
Abraham  Bowen  and  Slephen  Hart,  also 
short-lived;  the  Arf;us,  publislied  by  Thomas 
Almy  and  .Jonathan  Slade,  till  1S1;1;  the 
Flint  anil  Steel,  edited  by  Dr.  P.  W.  Leland; 
the  Mechanic,  started  by  Thomas  Almy  in 
1844  and  discontinued  a  year  later;  the 
Wampanoag',  a  semiimonthly,  started  in 
1842  and  abandoned  in  a  year;  the  All 
Sorts,  published  "semi-occasionally"  by 
Abraham  Bowen  from  1841  to  ISCi);  the 
Daily  Evening  Star,  staited  by  B.  W.  Pearce 
in  1857,  changed  soon  after  to  the  Daily  Bea- 
con, and  merged  in  the  Evening  News  in 
1859;  the  People's  Press,  started  by  Noel 
Tripp  and  B.  \V.  Pearce  in  1857  and  merged 
in  the  Monitor  in  18(14. 

In  later  years  there  have  been  the  Record, 
started  in  1878  by  W.  O.  .Milne  &  Co.;  the 
Sun,  in  1S8(I.  by  a  stoclc  company,  with  Er- 
nest King,  editor;  the  Tribune,  a  Republi- 
can  morning    paper,   iind    the  .Journal  and 


Democrat,  published  by  Henry  Seavey.  None 
lived  through  its  second  year.  A  similar 
fate  attentled  the  ^lassachusetts  Musical 
.Journal,  the  Key  Note,  the  Advance,  the 
Labor  Journal  and  the  Saturday  Morning 
Bulletin.  L'Kcho  du  Canada,  the  first  paper 
l)ul)lished  here  in  French,  lived  about  two 
years  from  its  founding  in  1871!. 

Samuel  E.  Kiske  began  in  188.')  and  only 
recently  discontinued  (lie  publication  of  ten 
newspai)ers  with  esscnt iall,\'  tliu  same  news, 
known  as  the  Fall  River  Advertiser,  the 
Somerset  Times,  the  Swansea  Record,  the 
Fi-eetown  Journal,  the  Westport  News,  the 
Dighton  Rock,  the  Rehoboth  Sentinel,  the 
Berkley  Gleaner,  the  Norton  Bulletin  and 
the  Raynham  F^nterprise. 

In  1888  Franklin  B.  Christmas  and  James 
F.  Dillon  began  tlie  publication  of  the  Catho- 
lie  Advocate,  a  weel(l>',  which  was  !)>■  them 
sold  in  1S!)0  to  an  association  which  con- 
tinued its  publication  under  the  editorslilp  of 
.John  .1.  McDonough  until  189:'.,  when  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  James  F.  Lawler, 
who  still  i)rints  it. 

The  \Veel<l.\-  Joui-nal  was  i)Ub!jshed  ff)r  a 
wliile  in  18iM)  by  Charles  .1,  Leary,  but  i|  is 
no'.v  out  of  exisleiice. 


Boys'  Club  House,  Presented  to  ttic  Boys  of  Fall  Rive:  by  M.  C.  D.  Eordeii,  E^q. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


RELIGIOUS  DENOMINATIONS 


Wide  Variety  of  Denominations.      Long  Pastorates  and  Strong  Preacher;. 
Sketcti  of  each  Church 


Tliough  it  cannot  be  said  of  Fall  Rivor 
tliat  every  creed  finds  a  home  here,  there  is 
nevertheless  a  wide  variety  of  denomina- 
tions among  the  Protestants.  The  Congre- 
gationalisis,  Metliodists,  Baptists,  Episcopa- 
lians and  Primiii\e  Methodists  are  all  strong 
here.  Tlie  Cliristian  denomination  has  three 
churclies,  the  Presbyterian  two  and  the 
Chnrch  of  the  New  .Jerusalem,  the  Uni- 
tarian, the  Advent  Christian,  the  Reorgan- 
ized church,  the  Friends,  the  Christian 
Scientists  and  possilily  otlier  denominations 
one  or  more  cliurches  each.  A  Univeisalist 
Cluircli  existed  for  a  time  a  half  century  ago, 
and  attempts  haw  since  bi'en  made  to  re- 
vive it,  but  without  success. 

In  the  Colonial  days  the  residents  of  what 
is  now  I'^all  Rivei'  were  chielly  Quakers,  witli 
a  few  Congi'egationalists,  but  tliey  attended 
services  held  outside  .the  prt  sent  city  limits, 
tlie  Friends  across  the  river  and  the  Congre- 
gationalists  in  what  is  now  Freetown.  The 
first  churcli  to  be  formed  here  was  the  First 
Paptist,  in  17S1,  and  this  was  the  only  one 
till  the  First  Congregational  was  organized, 
in  ISK),  closely  followed  by  the  Friends'  So- 
ciety (wo  years  latei".  The  Methodist 
Cluirch  dates  from  1.S27,  the  Unitarian  from 
1832  and  the  Episcopalian  from  ISliO.  With 
tlie  growth  of  population  new  churches  of 
these  and  other  denominations  have  l)een 
formed  and  have  jjrospered,  thou.gh  in  nearly 
every  case  the  early  years  have  been  periods 
of  struggle  against  debt,  and  of  self-denial 
for  the  faith. 

The  clergv  of  the  city  have  included  men 
whose  fame  has  spread  beyond  their  own 
denomination,  notably  Rev.  E.  T.  Taylor, 
afterwards  widely  known  for  his  work"  anioiig 
the  sailors;  Sanuud  Lon.gfi'llow.  a  brother 
of  I  lie  pot't,  and  ,].  Li'vvis  Himan.  later  .n 
professor  at  Drown  I'ni versit >'  Others  no 
longer  with  us,  who  luid  a  stron.a;  influence' 
in   the   communily   during  tluMr  i'esi(lence 


here,  include  Eli  Thurst(jn,  for  2(1  years 
pastor  of  the  Central  Church,  and  Michael 
Burnhain,  who  occui)ied  the  same  puliiit  for 
12  years;  the  Reverend  K.  A.  Buck,  wididy 
esteemed  for  his  long  service  in  the  mis- 
sionary field  here;  ,John  Westall,  of  the  New 
Church;  Asa  Br()ns{)n,  for  111  years  pastor 
of  local  Baptist  churcln  s,  and  P.  B.  Uaugh- 
wout,  for  1.");  Orin  Fowler,  preacher,  his- 
torian and  member  o(  Congress,  and  Oeorge 
.M.  Randall,  afterward  Bishop  of  Colorado. 


Old  Episcopal  Churcli  wliich  stood  on  South  M,iin  Street, 
on  present  site  of  Mc Whirr's  Dr-,'  Goods  Store 

In'v  point  of  length  of  service  Dr.  W.  \V. 
Adams,  of  the  l-'irst  Congregational  Church, 
now  compleling  iiis  forty-third  \ear  as  pas- 
tor, is  easily  the  first.  Otliers  still  pastors 
here  after  considerable  terms  include  H.  C. 
Aydellott,  who  lias  been  minister  of  thi' 
Friends'  Society  since  1S77;  Enielius  W. 
Smith,  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascen- 
sion since  ISSl;  J'a.vson  W.  l-,\-mau,  pastor 
of  the  Fowler  Chiirtdi  since  IS.NX.  and  David 
B.  .Iiitten,  of  the  Second  Baptist  since  ISl);!. 
These  anil  their  co-woi'keis,  who  have  since 
entered-  the  local  field,  constitute  a  corps  of 
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high  standing  and  of  strong  inlluence  for 
righteousness  iu  the  community. 

The  First  Congregatioiuil  Church  was  or- 
ganized January  "J,  IXKI,  by  Joseph,  Eliza- 
beth, Richard  and  Wealthy  Durfce  and  lien- 
janiin  Drayton,  at  the  lionie  of  Richard  Dur- 
fet'.  Far  tlie  first  seven  yeais  it  had  no 
regular  place  of  worship  or  settled  minister, 
but  meetings  were  hehl  eacli  Sabliatli  at  the 
homes,  tlie  sclioolliouse,  the  Line  meeting 
house  or  a  storehouse.  Tlie  first  cliurch  edi- 
fice. -ISxIU;,  with  a  vestry,  was  erected  in 
18:^1-22  on  Aiiawaii  street,  near  South  Main, 


Diman,  afterward  professor  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity, 1S5G-18GU;  Solomon  P.  Fay,  ISGl-U^; 
William  W.  Adams,  D.  D.,  the  present  pastor, 
since  ISGj.  Dr.  Adams,  who  l)ecame  active 
l)astor  Octol)er  L  18U8,  and  iwas  settled  over 
the  church  September  11,  the  following  year, 
has  the  distinction  of  hiiviiig  lieen  minister 
of  the  church  foi'  a  longer  perind  than  any 
other  Protest;nu  clergx  imiii  in  the  history  of 
tlu'  city.  'I'he  First  Congregational  lias  al- 
ways been  the  church  home  of  prominent 
men  and  women,  and  is  the  mother  of  the 
Central  t;hurcli. 


Ccntr.il  Congregational  Church 


and  enlarged  In  1.S27.  It  was  later  sold  to 
the  Unitarian  Society,  then  to  the  town  of 
Fall  River  and  'altered  into  a  schoolhouse. 
It  was  burned  in  the  fire  of  1843.  The  pres- 
ent church  was  erected  in  18152  and  dedi- 
cated November  21  of  that  year.  The  first 
pastor  was  Uev.  Augustus  1!.  Reed,  182.".- 
1825.  Subsetiueiit  pastors  have  been;  Tlios. 
M.  Smith,  lS2(;-;5]  ;  Orin  Fowler,  historian. 
State  Senator  and  member  of  Congress,  18:;i- 
3  850;   Benjamin  J.  Relyea,  18511-5(1;  J.  Lewis 


The  Central  Congregational  Church  was 
formed  November  Ki,  1812,  by  seventy 
members  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
who  withdrew  following  a  business  disagree- 
ment between  two  prominent  inenibeis, 
which  occasioned  widespread  disaftecl  ion. 
Only  one  of  the  charti'r  members  is  now  liv- 
ing, Mrs.  William  Carr.  Tlie  first  meetings 
were  held  at  the  dwelling  houses  of  the 
members,  ami  in  December  a  hall  in  the  Po- 
casset  Building,  a  brick  structure  at  the  cor- 
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ner  of  South  Main  and  Pleasant  streets,  >was 
secured  fur  a  place  of  worship.  The  build- 
ing was  burned  in  the  tire  of  1843,  and  the 
chui'ch  held  services  in  the  Baptist  Temple 
until  December  of  that  j'ear,  when  it  was  able 
to  occupy  the  vestry  of  a  new  wooden  edi- 
lice  it  had  erected  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Bedford  and  Rock  streets,  on  land  do- 
nated foi-  the  purpose  by  the  Durfee  family. 
The  new  building  was  dedicated  April  24, 
1X44,  and  in  the  evening  Rev.  Samuel  Wash- 
burn was  installed  as  first  pastor  of  the 
church,  which  then  had  lUG  members.  Tlie 
present  beautiful  church  at  the  corner  of 
Rock  and  Franklin  streets  was  begun  in 
May,  1S74,  and  dedicated  December  13,  INTH. 
It  is  of  brick,  with  Nova  Scotia  freestone 
ti-im-mings,  and  is  in  the  Victoria  Early  Eng- 
lish Gothic  style.  It  has  a  regular  seating 
capacity  of  1,200,  which  may  be  increased 
when  necessary  to  1,S00.  Over  $125,000  had 
been  subscribed  for  the  building  fund,  includ- 
ing two  gifts  of  $40,0110  each  from  Dr.  Na- 
than Durfee  and  Colonel  Richard  Borden, 
but  the  completion  of  the  structure  left  the 
church  with  the  old  property  on  its  hands 
and  a  debt  of  $100,000.  This  was  a  heavy 
burden,  but  was  carried  until  Sunday,  Eel)- 
I'uai'y  1,  ISSO,  when  $70,000  was  raised  in  a 
single  day.  The  original  church  property 
was  sold  in  188C,  together  with  other  land, 
and  the  church  became  and  has  since  re- 
mained free  from  debt.  The  chapel  was 
erected  in  1891,  at  a  cost  of  about  $18,000. 
The  pastors  have  been:  Rev.  Samuel  Wash- 
burn, 1844-49;  Rev.  Eli  Thurston,  D.  D., 
1849-09;  Rev.  Michael  Burnham,  D.  D.,  1870- 
S2;  Rev.  Eldridge  Mix,  D.  D.,  1882-90;  Rev. 
William  Walker  Jubb,  1891-9G;  Rev.  William 
Allen  Knight.  1897-1902,  and  Rev.  Clarence 
F.  Swift,  D.  D.,  since  1902.  Rev.  Edwin  A. 
Buck  was  city  missionary  from  1807  till  his 
death  in  1903,  though  relieved  from  active 
duty  in  1899,  and  both  at  home  and  abroad 
the  chui'ch  has  done  much  in  missionary 
service.  Its  present  membership  is  about 
(100.  An  excellent  history  of  the  church  was 
published  iu  1905,  under  the  editorshij)  of 
Henry  H.  Earl. 

The  Fowler  Congregational  Church  was 
oi'ganized  in  1S74,  with  Rev.  Leander  S.  Coan 
its  first  pastor,  and  erected  its  meeting 
house,  a  frame  building  on  the  corner  of 
Maple  and  Hanover  streets,  the  same  year. 
Mr.  Coan  was  succeeded  in  1875  by  Calvin 
Keyser.  Sumner  G.  Wood  was  the  next  pas- 
tor, 1883-88,  and  was  followed  by  Payson 
W,   Lyman,   the   present   incumbent.  The 


present  name  of  the  church  was  assumed  in 
189U,  iu  honor  of  Rev.  Oriu  Fowler. 

The  Bi'oadway  Congregational  Church,  the 
outgrowth  of  a  mission  established  by  the 
Central  Church  in  1892,  was  organized 
March  13,  1.S9I,  and  on  the  same  day  IXin- 
akl  Browne  was  installed  the  lirst  pastor. 
He  resigned  October  31,  and  was  succeeded 
June  2G,  1895,  by  William  Todd,  who  re- 
signed July  5,  189C.  James  G.  IMegathlin  was 
installed  Decembei'  18,  189G,  and  resigned 
July  G,  1899.  Rev.  James  E.  Enman  became 
pastor  September  1,  1899,  was  installed  Octo- 
lier  10,  and  still  continues  in  service. 

The  French  Congregational,  the  only 
P"'rench  Protestant  chtu'ch  in  the  city,  grew 
from  a  mission  begun  by  the  First  Church  in 
1884.  The  church  was  organized  in  1880 
and  dedicated  its  edifice  on  Harrison  street 
in  September,  1888.  Rev.  Xavier  Smith,  who 
began  the  work,  has  been  succeeded  by  T. 
J,  Cote,  G.  C.  Mousseau,  G.  Allard  and  S.  P. 
Rondeau. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
at  the  home  of  Jonathan  Brownell,  on  North 
Main  street,  in  1781,  with  30  members,  and 
ordained  its  tirst  pastor,  Elder  Amos  Bur- 
rows, two  years  later.  He  remained  but  one 
year.  In  1795  twt)  young  men.  James 
Boomer  and  Job  Borden,  were  ordainetl  and 
served  jointly  till  1804,  when  Mr.  Boomer 
left.  About  1800  a  meeting  house  was  built 
near  the  Narrows,  and  the  name  of  the 
church  changed  fr  om  "The  Church  in  1  ree- 
town,  Dartmouth  and  Westport"  to  "Tlie 
Second  Baptist  Church  in  Tiverton."  The 
name  was  twice  again  changed  to  conform 
with  changes  in  the  name  of  fhe  town.  A 
new  meeting  house  on  South  Main  street, 
completed  in  1828  and  afterwards  sold  to 
the  Episcopal  Church,  was  followed  by  the 
present  Baptist  Temple,  dedicated  Septem- 
ber IG,  1840.  Rev.  Asa  Bronson  was  pastor 
from  1833  for  eleven  years,  during  wliich 
709  members  joined  the  church,  and  a 
strong  stand  was  taken  against  slavery.  The 
meeting  house  was  sold  to  the  present  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Church  in  1847,  and  the  mem- 
oevs  of  the  First  Church  worshipped  in  a 
hall  until  they  were  able  to  occupy  the  ves- 
try of  their  present  edifice  at  the  corner  of 
North  IVIaiu  and  Pine  streets,  in  1850.  The 
pastors  since  this  time  have  been  A.  P. 
Mason;  Jacob  R.  Scott,  1853;  P.  B.  Haugh- 
wout,  1855-70;  Daniel  C.  Eddy,  1871-73;  Al- 
bion K.  P.  Small.  1874-83;  Thomas  S.  Bar- 
bour, 1883-9G;  F.  H.  Rowley,  1807-1900;  A. 
G.  U))ham,  since  1902, 
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For  many  years  this  church  has  been 
active  in  the  local  mission  tield,  and  now  has 
three  prosperous  chapels  under  its  guidance, 
the  Broadway,  the  Brownell  street  and  the 
Harrison  street.  The  first  was  begun  as  a 
Sunday  scliool,  as  were  the  others,  in  1857, 
and  liad  various  meeting  places  till  its 
present  home  was  selected.  W.  P.  Osgood 
was  the  first  clergyman  in  charge,  serving 
until  l!Kil.  He  was  succeeded  by  George  R-. 
Atha,  and  in  iliul  by  n.  G.  Kwald.  The 
Brownell  Struet  Cliapcl  had  its  inception  mi 


June  18,  184C,  by  149  members  of  the  First 
Church  and  several  others,  and  held  services 
in  the  town  hall  and  the  Unitarian  vestry 
until  October,  1S47,  when  il  occupied  the 
[baptist  Temple,  which  it  had  purchased 
from  the  mother  society.  Rev.  Asa  Bronson, 
who  a  few  years  beforo  had  been  pastor  of 
the  First  Church,  was  culled,  and  serveil 
till  liSf)?.  His  successoi's  have  been  Charles 
A.  Snosv,  lti5.S-(;4;  John  Duncan,  l,S(j5-7(l; 
['"'rank  R.  Morse,  1S71-7I>;  Henry  C.  Graves, 
1874-1880;  E.  W.  Hunt,  1880-82;  George  W. 


The  Ctiurch  of  the  A.scension,  Rock  Street 


a  Spring  street  Sabbath  school  ;->7  years  ago, 
and  after  six  years  went  to  its  present  home. 
It  was  organized  in  1871  as  the  Mechanics- 
ville  Baptist  Church,  a  name  changed  in 
1874  to  the  TJiird  Baptist  and  later  to  its 
present  title.  Rev.  Messrs.  W.  M.  Lyles, 
Gecjrge  L.  Mason,  Edson,  I^)ckwood,  Eaton, 
Snow  and  Gould  have  been  in  charge  at 
various  i)eriods.  Charles  E.  Lewis,  who  had 
been  past(U'  for  some  years,  resigned  early 
in  1;J00.  The  Harri.son  Street  Chapel  dates 
fjom  188,').  Rev.  Joseph  Butterworth  has 
been  in  charge  foi-  more  than  ten  years. 
The  Second  Baptist  Church  was  formed 


Gile,  1884-9;!;  David  B.  .fuften,  ^S'X',  to  the 
present  time. 

The  Third  Baptist  Church  is  (he  out- 
growth of  a  Sunday  school  organized  by 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  A.  O.  Cook  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in  May, 
18(11.  The  Hrst  meetings  were  held  in  a 
schoolhouse  which  stood  where  Tucker 
street  now  enters  Stafford  road.  The  at- 
tendance increased,  and  in  187:>  the  i)resent 
church  edifice  was  erected  by  the  school 
and  its  friends.  It  was  then  known  as  Frank- 
lin Hall,  and  was  held  by  the  Franklin  Hall 
Corixjration,  which  is  still  in  existence.  The 
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ouiiday  sclioul  was  continued  under  Deacon 
Cook  as  superintendent.  In  lbi8y  H.  W. 
Watjen,  a  siudeiit  at  lirown,  was  employed 
Id  i)i-eacli  Suuda\-  evenings,  followed  by 
LMiarles  V.  French  in  1M»0  and  W,  F.  Wilson 
in  JS'Jl,  who  remained  till  ISttS.  The  cliurch 
was  formed  under  his  leadership  December 
■i,  ISIM),  and  I'ecoguized  December  29.  Rev. 
George  R.  At  ha  was  the  first  pastor,  called 
in  June,  ISUS,  and  remained  till  July  1,  1902. 
He  was  succeeded  l>y  Rev.  Joseph  McKeaii, 
the  present  pastor,  October  1,  1902.  The 
church  has  ninet\-  members  and  the  Sun- 
day school  2.')0.  Deacon  Cook  retired  as 
superintenden  I  in  1902  and  was  succeeded 
by  Josejih  McCri;ery,  Jr.,  and  in  December, 
1904,  iby  Everett  B.  Durfee.  l^xtensive 
changes  were  maiK'  in  Ihe  church  structure 
in  190D. 

The  Trinity  Baptist  Church  is  the  out- 
growth of  a  mission  started  about  18GS  in  a 
snuill  store  on  I'^ifth  street,  near  Branch, 
by  Deacon  Chailes  Coburn,  Alexander  O. 
Cook,  Spauldin.i;  Southworth  and  others.  The 
Fifth  Street  Mission  was  formed  and  the 
present  building  erected,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  mills  in  the  neighl)orhood,  three 
of  which  gavf  $100  each,  and  one  allowed 
tlie  use  of  the  land.  In  l.SSS  Ihe  Second  Bap- 
tist Society  absorbed  the  mission  and  moved 
the  building  to  Foster  street.  The  huild- 
ing  was  enlarged  from  time  to  time  and  in 
1905  the  Trinity  Cluirch  was  formed,  with 
sixty  const ittient  members.  The  mission 
was  in  charge  of  various  students,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, J.  F.  Watts,  James  Lawson,  Irving  I. 
Enslin  and  Kolla  E.  Hunt.  They  were  suc- 
ceeded by  W.  H.  Noblis,  who  became  the 
first  pastor  on  the  organization  of  the 
church.  He  resigned  during  tlu;  first  year 
and  was  succeeded  b\'  Rev.  Frank  W. 
Wheeler,  the  present  pastor. 

The  First  Methodist  lOpiscopal  Church  was 
not  formed  until  about  1S27,  though  meet- 
ings luul  been  held  occasionally  for  some 
time  before  that.  In  1S27  the  first  regular 
preacher  was  sent  here,  Rev.  E.  T.  Taylor, 
widely  known  as  "Father"  Taylor  for  his 
work  in  behalf  of  the  seamen.  A  small 
church  building  was  erected  in  that  year 
near  Central  street  A  new  edifice,  erected 
on  the  site  of  the  present  church  in  ISIO, 
was  burned  in  thi'  tire  of  18)3,  hut  at  once 
rebuilt  and  deilicated  in  1S44.  By  1S51  the 
memliership  had  become  so  large  tliat  a  sec- 
ond church,  St.  Paul's,  was  formed.  Tlie 
Chnrcli  edifice  was  raised  and  stores  built 
in    front   alioiit    1S70.     Rev.   IC.   Blake  suc- 


ceeded Mr.  Taylor  m  1829.  Suhseiiueut  pas- 
tors were  Daniel  WebLi,  Ira  iVl.  Bidwell, 
S(iuire  B.  Haskell.  Mark  Staples,  Hector 
Bronson,  Fhineas  Craiulall.  Orange  Scott, 
Isaac  Bonney,  Thomas  El,\ ,  Charles  K.  True, 
George  F.  Poole,  James  D.  Butler,  pavid  Pat- 
ten, Daniel  Wise,  Frederick  Upluun,  Elislia 
B.  Bradford,  John  Howson,  Thuinas  Ely,  An- 
drew McKeown,  Charles  H.  Payne,  Henry 
Baylies,  J.  D.  King,  in  the  order  named.  A. 
A.  Wright  became  pastor  in  l.STo  and  was 
followed  by  S.  L.  Gracej-,  iNTJi;  lOnsigu  Mc- 
Chesney,  1S74;  Watson  L.  Phillips,  1,S77; 
William  T.  North,  1S79;  Warren  A.  Luce, 
1.SN2;  Dwighl  A.  .Ionian.  INS:!;  Alfrt-d  IJ. 
Drew,  LSSC;  Archibald  McCord.  1SS7;  Walter 
J.  Yates,  1889;  Warren  A.  Luce.  1892;  Ste- 
Iihen  O.  Benton,  189(1;  William  I.  Ward,  1901  ; 
Thomas  Tyrie,  19o;i;   John  E.  Blake,  19(15. 

The  Braylcjii  M.  E.  Church  had  its  nucleus 
as  a  Sunday  scho<jl  of  the  First  church, 
started  in  1S43.  It  took  its  place  as  a  church 
ill  1854  as  the  Globe  Street  M.  K.  Church 
and  iuirchased  the  home  of  the  disbanded 
Christ  Church  on  tllivbi'  street.  The  present 
name  was  assumed  about  1.S70,  in  reco.gni- 
tion  of  generous  gifts  from  the  Braytoii 
family,  whose  anci'stor,  .John  Brayton, 
founded  the  South  Somerset  Church.  The 
present  edifice  was  erected  aliout  ten  years 
ago.  Early  jiastors  were  A.  11.  Worthin, 
Elihu  Grant,  Charles  A.  IVIerrill,  .A.  H.  Swin- 
erton,  Edward  Hatfield.  W.  P.  Hyde.  George 
H.  Lamsoii  and  Charles  S.  Morse.  Edward 

A.  Lyon  took  charge  in  1875  and  has  Heoii 
succeeded  as  follows:  Samuel  Kenwn,  1N77; 
Elihu  Grant,  1,S79;  AVilliam  B.  Heath,  1881; 

B.  F.  Simon,  ISSl;  Robert  Clark,  1X80;  John 
(;.  Gammons,  18S9;  R.  M.  Wilkins,  1 S9 1 ; 
Edwin  E.  Pliil!ii)s,  1S9I(;  K.  J.  Ayres,  1901; 
William  E.  Kugler,  1902;  H.  H.  Critchlow, 
190;{;    E.  W.  Goodicr,  190G. 

The  Quarry  Street  iM.  K.  Church  was  or- 
ganized in  1870  and  creeled  its  church  edi- 
fice the  same  year.  ^ViIliam  Livt'sey,  C.  W. 
Warren,  S.  M.  Real,  Richard  Povey,  E.  D. 
Hall,  Henry  H.  Martin  and  James  H.  Nutting 
were  early  pastors.  Their  successors  were 
John  C.  McGowan,  188,3;  .Toliu  I).  King, 
1884;  George  M.  Hamblen,  18,S7;  B.  K.  Bos- 
worth,  1S.S9;  F.  L.  Brooks,  1892;  H.  A.  Rid.g- 
way,  1S95;  Elliolt  F.  Studley.  PtOO;  E.  J. 
Ayres,  1902;  John  Pearce,  l!»i)5;  .hjliu  Old- 
ham, 190(1. 

St.  Paul's  M.  E.  Church  was  or.ganized  in 
1851  by  12:5  members  of  the  First  Church, 
who  had  withdrawn  to  form  a  new  society, 
following  siiecial  services  in  tlie  old  church 
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that  added  so  many  that  it  was  unable  to 
accumiiiodate  all  who  dusired  pews.  The 
church  edihce  on  Bank  street  was  erected  in 
and  enlargetl  to  it.s  piesenL  seating  ca- 
pacity in  18111.  St,  I'aui's  has  aided  greatly 
in  iIh'  fsi ablishnieni  ol'  new  cliurehes  and 
given  liL'i-ly  to  missions  anil  other  benevo- 
lences. Jtalph  W .  Allen,  the  first  pastor, 
was  followed  by  John  Hobart,  ]85o-51;  M. 
J.  Talbot,  liSSTj-Sli;  Samuel  C.  Brown,  l!s57- 
f)8;  John  B.  Gould,  lS5t((;U;  J.  A.  .M.  Chap- 
man, 18U1-G2;  Samuel  C.  Brown,  18(;;!-G1; 
Alfred  A.  Wright,  18G5;  George  A.  Bowler, 
18(;t;-G7;  Francis  J.  Wagner,  1808-09 ;  Emory 
J.  Haynes,  1870-71;  George  E.  Reed,  1872-7-1; 
George  \V.  Woodrulf,  1875-70;  R.  H.  Rust, 
1877-70;  C.  W.  Gallagher,  188(1-81;  E.  M. 
Taylor,  1882-81;  H.  1).  Kimball,  188r.-80;  J.'C. 
Mull,  1887-88;  ,1.  .\1.  Williams,  1889-Ul;  A.  J. 
Coultas,  18t)2-'.)(;;  i.  H.  MacDonahl,  1897- 
19(1(1;  Malt  bias  S.  Kaullnian,  1901-19(11;  F. 
\V.  Coleman,  1905. 

The  North  M.  E.  Church  at  Steep  Brook 
was  organized  in  ls59.  Its  early  pastors 
includeil  A.  G.  (Jurner,  G.  11.  Winchester,  B. 
A.shley,  ,1.  Gilford,  .1.  Q.  Adams,  J.  G.  Gam- 
mons, i'hili|)  Crandon,  U.  W.  C.  Farnworth, 
M  G.  Babi(jck,  G.  II.  Lamson.  A,  J.  Coultas 
(1880-81),  A.  J.  Cburtdi,  J.  A.  Rood  and  O. 
E.  Johnson,  Recent  clergymen  have  been: 
J.  Livesey,  18i)2;  S.  T.  Palterson,  1S9;J;  W. 
Ridington,  1891;  A.  Anderson,  1895-98; 
Henry  W.  Brown,  18:19-1900;  Will  F.  GeisTer, 
1901-1902;  Charles  A.  I'urdy,  190:5-05;  Jacob 
Belts,  1905. 

The  Summerlield  Al,  E.  Church,  the  ycning- 
est  of  the  churches  of  the  denomination  ;n 
tile  city,  dates  from  May  9,  1875.  In  that 
year  it  erected  a  building  on  Terry  stieet 
and  took  the  name  of  the  Terry  Street 
E.  Church,  In  1878  the  edilice  was  removed 
to  ils  present  location  at  the  corner  of 
Norlh  Main  and  Hood  streets,  and  llie  name 
of  Norlh  Main  Street  M.  E.  Church  was 
assumed.  In  188;{,  when  the  church  l)iiild- 
ing  was  raised,  the  name  was  chan.god  to 
Bark  .M,  E.  Church,  and  in  1890  to  the  pres- 
ent litle,  iu  honor  of  John  Sunnnerlield, 
a  fanu)us  .MelhoilisI  divine.  The  pai  son- 
age  was  erected 'in  18;)1,  The  pastors  have 
been:  William  B,  Heath,  1875-78;  J,  F,  Shef- 
lield,  1878-79;  Ebeu  Tirrell,  .Jr.,  1879-82;  E.  F, 
Smith,  1882-8:!:  Georm'  l^:.  Fuller,  188:1-85; 
M.  S.  Kaufman,  l\,s,",-88;  James  Tregaski.s, 
1888.90;  Roberl  1).  Dysim,  1890-;)  I;  Edwin  F. 
Jones,  1891-90;  Louis  l'\  Flocki.Mi,  1890-98; 
Oscar  F.  .lohnson,  1899-1901;  Rennelts  C. 
Miller,  1901. 


First  Primitive  .Methodist  Church. — The 
bisL  meeting  of  the  Primitive  Methodists  m 
tnis  city  was  held  December  20,  1871,  in  the 
Mint  Block,  on  Pleasant  stieet,  October  12, 
1874,  the  articles  of  incorporation  wei\' 
si.gned  and  llie  mission  liecame  a  ijeiiiia- 
neiit  instilutioii.  The  foundation  tor  the 
in'Lseiit  building  on  Plymoutii  avenue  ainl 
Dover  street  was  laitl  in  November,  187o. 
Tile  church  was  erected  during  ihti  following 
ytar  and  was  dedicated  January,  1875.  The 
land  was  donate, I  by  llu-  Richard  Borden  Mfg. 
Company,  Tlie  scIhjuI  room  on  Dover  street 
was  dedicated  Seiiteniber  22,  1888.  The 
following  ministers  have  served  the  church: 
Rev.  Charles  Miles,  1871  to  1877;  Rev,  John 
Finch,  1877  to  1880;  Rev,  Ralph  Fotbergill, 
1880  lo  188o,  and  died  during  the  third  year 
of  his  pastorate;  Rev.  J.  Stewart,  188o  to 
1887;  Rev,  S,  Knowies,  1887  to  1892;  Rev, 
.1.  T,  Barlow,  18',)2  to  1897;  Rev,  W,  B.  Tay- 
lor, 1897  to  1899;  Rev.  A.  Hiinipliries,  Ph. 
1).,  the  present  incumbent,  began  his  pas- 
toiale  May,  1899.  From  this  motlier  ehurcdi 
sprang  the  North  Tiverton,  Dwelly  Street 
and  Haft'ard  Street  Primitive  .Methodist 
churches. 

The  Sykes  Primitive  Methodist  t!liurc!i. 
on  County  street,  is  named  for  a  mi'inljer  of 
the  denomination  wlio  coiitriliuled  tlie  .site 
of  the  editice.  It  was  founded  by  the  Re\', 
'i'liomas  AVilson.  who,  after  a  numlier  of 
years'  absence,  is  now  the  pastor. 

The  Second  Primitive  Methodist  Cliuridi. 
— in  1890  alKHit  twent\'  jiersons,  mem- 
liers  of  N(jrtli  Tiverton  and  Plynioulli 
Av(iiue  (Fall  Itiver)  churches,  had  located 
in  Glolie  \illage  with  tbeii  families,  and  a.s 
the  distance  was  too  t^nal  for  them  to  at- 
tend regularly  their  home  churches,  and 
there  was  sealing  capacity  iu  Pioiesiant 
churches  in  the  village  for  only  loo  iiers(j:is 
out  of  a  Pi'otestant  iiopulation  of  aliout  :i,50(i, 
it  was  de(dded  to  t'oi'ni  a  new  society. 

Meetings  were  lirld  in  a  slyi-e  un  the  cor- 
ner of  South  Main  and  l)w(dly  streets,  and 
the  Rev.  John  .Mason,  then  paslcu-  of  Norlh 
Tivi'idon  (^hiiridi,  su|)plied  the  new  socieiy 
with  preaching  and  pastoral  oversiglit.  The 
folhjwiiig  year  Rev.  \V.  H.  Cliilds  took  the 
place  of  Rev,  .1,  Mason  as  pastor  of  the  two 
sotdeties,  and  pre])arations  were  made  for 
the  erection  of  a  (dnirch  in  Globe  village,  ''\ 
site  was  secured  on  Dwellx-  street,  west  of 
South  Main  street,  ami  the  corner  stone  was 
laid  Dccenilier  17,  1892,  under  the  i)astorate 
of  Rev.  T,  G,  Spencer,  who  had  been  ap- 
p(;inted  to  the  idiai'ge  by  I  he  confei-ence  held 
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ill  .\ia>  ol  thai  yi  ar.  The  cnurcli  was  iledi- 
cauu  Ain.i  IN'j:;.     il  IS  a  coiiiiiiuilious 

si  i  IK  I  ni  l'.  'I'lic  aiiilit'ucc;  rouiu,  ileal  ami 
al  1  l  acl  n  e,  Ke.ils  alioiu  iTjO,  Llie  veslry,  i.r 
.-■(•11(11)1  room,  is  well  ai  iaiii;i-(l  with  class 
iDums,  Willi  lolduii;  |)ail  ii  idiis  ;  llie  bast'liieut. 
IS  lilleil  liir  ,i;>iiinasiiiiii,  Ua  parlRS,  etc.,  Lne 
w'liiile  sli'aai  liealeil.  'I'hu  Kev.  N.  \V. 
.Mail  hews,  I'll.  1).,  succeeded  Mr.  Speucer  in 
INDl,  and  served  three  years.  llev.  .J.  'i'. 
liarlow  served  Iroiii  KNOT  to  IIMJ],  during 
\/hi)se  iiastdiale  IIk'  parsonage  was  iiiir- 
(diased,  llii)n,L;li  in  an  ineoiiiplete  stage.  Rev. 
I'.  iiaieaian,  I).  1).,  was  appointed  in 
.\la.v,  and  during  iiis  ministry  tlie  i)ar- 

sonage  was  completed.  The  present  pastor, 
llev.  Dr.  ICIijah  Humphries,  accepted  the 
call  in  Miiy,  I'.idl,  and  is  therefore  in  his  sec- 
ond 3  ear. 

'J  he  church  sulTered  the  loss  of  one-third 
of  lis  memliLrsiiip  Ijy  removals  from  the 
village  oil  account  of  the  long  strike  in  the 
cotton  nulls,  but  these  losses  have  been  fully 
ii.ade  good  and  a  fair  increase  in  member- 
ship ssciued.  The  changing  character  of  the 
population — the  English  mill  workers  leav- 
ing the  community  and  other  nationalities 
taking  I  heir  places — presents  a  serious  prob- 
le.ii  in  common  with  the  other  Protestant 
churches  of  the  south  end.  Apart  from  this 
the  church  is  in  a  nourishing  condition,  and 
I  he  prospects  for  the  future  cheering. 

The  Church  of  the  Ascension,  the  parent 
of  all  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Churches  in 
I  he  city,  was  formed  July  15,  in  the 

Methodist  Episcoiial  Church.  Services  were 
held  in  the  Pocasset  house  lill  1837,  when 
the  parish  moved  to  the  town  hall,  on  Cen- 
iral  street,  where  it  met  till  18 lu,  when  it 
occupied  the  lor nu  r  building  of  the  First 
lt:ii)iist  Church  on  South  ^Main  street.  This 
was  burned  in  ]sr,ii,  and  at  once  replaced  by 
a  new  edifice.  In  1875  the  parish  removed 
to  its  present  stone  church  on  Rock  street. 
The  early  services  were  in  charge  of  a  mis- 
sionary, George  .M.  Itandall,  afterward  Bish- 
op of  Colorado,  became  the  first  rector  in 
August,  1810,  resigning  in  1844.  Subsequent 
rectors  have  been:  A.  D.  McCoy,  1845-47; 
K.  M.  Porte'i-,  18  1IM13;  A.  M.  Wylie,  lSf)3- 
(i8;  John  Hewitt,  1870-71;  Henry  K.  Hovey, 
1871-72;  William  MctJlathery,  1873-75;  Wil- 
liam T.  Fitch,  ]87(i-81 ;  A.  St.  John  Chaml)re, 
1881-84;  Einelius  VV.  Smith  since  1884.  It 
supi)oits  St.  Matthew's  mission  on  Pine 
street. 

St.  John's  Church  began  as  a  mission 
branch  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension.  Its 


originators  were  iNalhaniel  Lewis,  Nalliaii 
Crabtree,  George  Wallers,  Itichard  i'"let.'l, 
George  Hansuii,  William  Wilde,  William  Boi- 
tijinly  and  John  Taylin-.  'I'o  thi'.se  wen.'  soon 
added  George  I'ori eous  and  otliiTs,  who  look 
an  active  iiait  in  luiildiiig  up  the  mission. 
The  first  service  was  held  in  I'lninell's  Hall 
Sunday,  October  (i,  ISVN.  l''ur  iieaidy  lliiin,' 
ytars  the  Re\'.  Arthur  11.  Harrington  was 
minister  in  charge.  In  1N81  the  mission  be- 
came inilciieinU  ni  and  eiecled  a  wooden 
buililing  on  South  Alain  street.  The  K'  V. 
Samuel  S.  Siiear  became  rector  in  .luiie  ol 
that  year  and  coiiiimied  so  for  twelve  ye'ars. 
As  a  result  vi  his  kadeiship  the  iiaiish 
bought  land,  built  a  jiarish.  house,  and  on 
Easter  Day,  181)0,  the  lirst  service  for  puij- 
lic  worship  was  held  in  the  present  stcnii- 
Imilding  on  Middle  street.  The  Rev.  Her- 
man Page  'became  rector  in  Jul.y,  IS'JI!,  and 
was  in  charge  for  seven  years.  During  this 
time  the  parish  continued  to  increase  in 
numerical  and  linaucia!  strength,  a  branch 
Sunday  scliixd,  which  has  since  become  SI. 
Sleiihen's  iiarisli,  was  starled,  ami  a  lhiei>- 
stor."!'  addition  to  the  ]iarish  house  biiili.  Mr. 
Page  left  in  October,  IDOO,  and  the  prc'-'enr 
rector.  Rev.  Chaunci  y  II.  iilodgett,  took 
charge  April  :;i,  PMil. 

St.  Mark's  Church  began  its  life  as  a 
Sunday  school,  meeting  in  private  houses 
among  the  English  church  people  in  I  hi.' 
Flint.  Later  on  the  nu'iubers  iiKl  in  the  of- 
lice  of  the  Wanipanoag  mill.  It  became  or- 
ganized as  a  mission  of  the  Ascensi(ui 
Church  I'ebruai-y  23,  188G,  and  lield  its  ser- 
vices, in  the  little  hall  on  Casli  street,  near 
Pleasant  street — a  building  demolished  in 
11)04.  The  Rev.  Percy  S.  Grant  was  I'lecle.l 
minister  of  the  mission,  and  his  riglil  hand 
helpi'rs  were  .Joseiih  Sliaw,  for  many  years 
the  treasurer  of  the  church,  and  a  most 
faithful  and  eflicient  leader;  and  Richard  I'^ 
Smith,  warden  of  the  church  until  his  death 
in  the  winter  of  1!)05,  ami,  like  Mr.  Shaw,  a 
n-.ost  loyal  and  devoted  friend  and  servant 
of  the  parish.  In  1N88  the  edifice  on  Mason 
street  was  erected,  iMr.  Grant  continuing  his 
work  until  the  summer  of  1893.  The  Rev. 
John  Franklin  Carter  was  the  second  min- 
ister of  the  mission,  coming  to  Fall  River  in 
the  winter  of  1893,  and  when,  in  1894,  the 
mission  became  an  indei)eiulont  parish,  Mr. 
Carter  conliiiued  as  its  rector  until  the 
summer  of  1900,  having  organized  the 
Young  Men's  Cluli,  which  bears  his  name. 
The  Rev.  A.  A.  V.  liinnin^ton  was  rector 
from  the  fall  of  1900  lo  the  summer  of  19o;i. 
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'I'he  l{ev.  liilwiiid  S.  Thomas,  the  i)iesuut 
rcctoi',  foiiiiiic'iici'il  his  ministry  in  the  tall 
of  lim:;.  The  ollic'i'is  of  ilii'  pai'ish  to-ilay  ai'u 
as  follows:  Ucclor,  I  Ik  Uc\',  lOdwanl  Soy- 
mour  Thomas;  W'aiiKns.  .loliii  K.  Li'emini; 
ami  llai(ili|  Crook;  Troasui-ci',  lU'iiry  I^r<l ; 
(T<'rk,  William  liiirton;  Vfstrymea,  Joliii 
Itlakc'ls-  John  Hiiclilcy,  Josc'iiK  Cheethani, 
Krne.^l  IJo\vl,\  (Kinanctial  Secrt'tary ),  James 
.).  Sampson,  John  Taylor  and  Thomas  Wols- 
tenholme. 


llev.  J.  E.  Johnson,  1  ,S!l  l-DT).  L'mlcr  these 
men  it  had  grown  inio  a  promisinj^  cliurcdi, 
and  in  INDT  it  hecamc  indepeiidenl .  Rev.  ]•''. 
li.  White  became  rt^ctor  in  I  hat  year,  and 
nndei'  his  gnidance  the  present  stone  ediliee 
in  C.othie  style,  loxST)  leet,  with  a  towei'  I'll 
feet  high,  was  ei-ecteil.  Tlu'  andienee  I'oom 
is  4()x(l(),  and  the  ehanc-el  lilx^l.  liev.  J.  W. 
Dixon  followed  -Mr.  White  in  11.MI1,  and  the 
present  rector,  Rev.  ,1.  .1.  C'ogan,  took  charge 
in  .Viignst,  1'J(I5.    A  S.  Malthitt  is  senior  war- 


Interior  of  St.  Marfc'.s  Ctiiirch,  Mason  Street 


St.  Lnke's  Proteslant  lOpiscopal  Cdiureh 
dales  from  a  honse  meeting  held  in  the 
winter  of  IS!)].  In  July  of  the  next  year, 
l.SI)2,  the  first  money  was  raised  to  pay  fin- 
land  foi'  the  site  of  the  church,  at  tlie  corner 
of  Warren  and  Oxford  streets,  and  in  July, 
ISDI!,  the  linal  i)a.\'nu'nt  was  made.  In  this 
year  the  1,'asement  of  the  present  church  edi- 
fice was  built  to  seive  as  a  parish  house 
and  Sunday  school  room.  The  church  had 
begun  as  a  mission  of  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension  and  foj-  llie  lirst  five  years  was 
in  charge  ot  Uev.  10.  W.  Smith  and  his  assist- 
ants. Rev.  Dr.  Williams  was  in  charge  from 
1892-9;^,  Rev.  Hugo  Klaren,  IsyS-O"),  Rev.  Mr. 
Wain  Wright  for  a  few  months  following,  and 


den,  R.  E.  Kogwell  treasurer  and  lienjaniin 
Piggott  clerk. 

St.  James'  Episcopal  Chui^'h  is  the  out- 
growth of  a  mission  established  in  ISTl  'u 
Tarrant  Hall,  on  North  -Main  street,  over 
what  is  now  Cobb  &  Reed's  store,  by  Rev. 
Henry  E.  Hovey,  of  the  Chui'ch  of  the  Ascen- 
sion. It  grew  vig(jrousIy,  but  was  allowed 
to  lapse  in  1S73.  Ten  years  later,  and  neaily 
a  mile  farther  north,  on  North  Main  street, 
many  of  those  who  had  worshipi)ed  in  Tar- 
lant  Hall,  together  with  otliers,  founded  St. 
James  mission  in  lirightman  Hall,  Inking 
the  same  name  as  the  former  mission.  As 
a  result  of  the  tireless  efforts  of  Rev.  Er- 
nest Mariett,  first  as  assistant  to  Rev.  Afbert 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


119 


St.  Juhii  ClianibrL',  lector  of  tliL-  ChurcU  cit 
tne  Ascension,  and  aftei'wurd  as  minister 
in  chaiKL'  oi  liie  new  mission,  a  strong  worii 
was  ilm  eloiii  (1.  Tile  congregation  Ijegan  to 
worsliii)  in  liiightmaii  Hall  in  July,  IS.Sli, 
anil  remove,!  to  their  new  church,  on  t'he 
corner  of  North  Main  and  St.  James  streets, 
in  March,  1885.  A  parish  organization  was  ei- 
Iccted  Dec.  7,  1881.  Mr.  xMarriett's  rectorshii) 
terminated  in  November,  1889.  Rev.  John  Mil- 
ton Peck  was  in  charge  for  a  few  months, 
1{(!V.  George  Esilias  Allen  from  the  spring  of 
18'J(i  until  his  death  on  Ash  Wednesday, 
i8DG.  During  the  rectorship  of  Rev.  Leslie 
Elias  Learned,  which  lasted  until  Novem- 
ber, 18;tT,  the  indebtedness  was  much  re- 
duced. The  next  I'ector,  Rev.  William  Por- 
teoiis  Reeve,  was  succ(;eded  in  March,  1899, 
by  Rev.  George  Winship  Sargent,  during 
whose  incumbency  tlie  church  was  conse- 
crated free  from  debt.  The  present  rector. 
Rev.  Albert  L.  Wliiltaker,  assumed  his 
duties  January  1,  1902.  A  parish  house  base- 
ment, GGx41,  was  formally  opened  October 
1,  1905. 

Of  the  six  Episcopal  churches  in  Fall 
River,  St.  Stephen's  was  the  last  to  be 
established,  ii.  owes  its  origin  to  the  tireless 
activity  of  the  Rev.  Herman  Page,  sometime 
rector  of  St.  John's  Church,  who  fell  that 
there  was  a  crying  need  tor  services  in  the 
southern  section  of  the  cily.  Under  his  su- 
pervision a  Sunday  school  was  opened  in  a 
paint  shop  on  Charles  street.  This  soon 
proved  too  small,  and  the  school  was 
moved  to  a  barn  on  the  same  street.  The 
work  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Logan  Herbert  Roots,  Bishop  of  Hankau, 
China,  who  was  at  that  time  assisting  tlie 
Rev.  Mr.  Page  as  a  lay  reader.  St.  Stei)hen's 
has  ever  afterward  felt  the  effect  of  his 
powerful  personality. 

Increase  of  attendance  necessitated  an- 
other removal,  this  time  to  Mills'  Hall,  on 
South  Main  street.  It  was  here  that  definite 
steps  .were  taken  to  organize  the  work  as 
a  diocesan  mission,  and  a  general  meeting 
was  held  on  the  23d  of  October,  ISOG,  in 
Mills'  Hall.  Articles  of  incorporation  were 
ai)plied  fpr  and  a  permanent  organization 
e/fected  by  the  election  of  James  B.  Clifton 
as  warden,  John  Isherwood  as  clerk  and 
George  Butcher  as  treasurer.  The  church 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  Gilbert  \V. 
Laidlaw. 

The  need  of  a  church  building  was  now 
felt,  and  under  Mr.  Laidlaw,  and  with  the 
cordial   support   of   Mr.   Page,   a   lot  was 


bought  on  South  Main  street,  facing  Hicks 
stieet,  and  a  substantial  granite  basement 
luiilt  111)011  it.  Tin;  first  service  was  held  ai 
this  ibuilding  (jn  December  5,  1897. 

Since  then  the  welfare  of  the  mission  has 
steailily  advanced.  In  Novemliei-,  1899,  the 
liev.  Ernest  Nelson  liullock  assumed 
charge  and  remained  until  February,  19i)l. 

The  present  ofticers  of  the  parish  are  the 
Rev.  Donald  Nelson  Alexander,  minister  m 
charge;  James  O.  Mills,  warden;  James 
Harrison,  clerk;  and  Walter  Scholield,  treas- 
urer. 

The  First  Christian  Church,  organized  in 
i829,  erected  a  church  edifice  the  following 
year.  This  was  burned  in  the  fire  of  1813, 
and  the  present  structure  on  Franklin  street, 
erected  in  1844.  The  pastors  have  l)eeii: 
Joshua  V.  Hines,  Benjamin  Taylor,  Williftiu 
H.  Taylor,  James  Taylor,  Simon  Clougli, 
William  Lane,  A.  G.  Cuniniings,  Jonathan 
Thompson,  P.  R.  Russell,  A.  M.  Averill,  Eli- 
jah Shaw,  Joseph  Bodger,  Charles  Mor- 
gridge,  Stephen  Fellows,  David  S.  E.  Mil- 
lard, B.  S.  Fanton  and  Warren  Hathaway, 
all  prior  to  180(1.  Thomas  Holmes  became 
pastor  in  18(1:!,  Hiram  J.  Gordon,  18G5;  S. 
Wright  Butler,  l8(;(i;  P.  W.  Sinks,  1S7S-1SSU; 
M.  Summerbell,  188(M88G;  G.  B.  Merritt, 
1S8G-S4;  Charles  E.  Luck,  1895-1902;  F,  H. 
Peters,  1904. 

The  North  Christian  Church,  situated  on 
North  Main  street  at  Steep  Brook,  was  or- 
ganized in  1842.  The  pastors  have  been; 
William  Shurtleff,  18G1;  Moses  P.  Favor, 
ISGG;  Charles  T.  Camp,  1872;  O.  P.  Bcssey, 
1874;  O.  O.  Wright,  1S7G;  C.  A.  Tillinghast, 
June  11,  187G-April  1.  1879;  J.  W.  Osborne, 
April  1,  1879-January  4,  1889;  George  H. 
Allen,  January  13,  lS89-Ju!y  1,  1900;  T.  S. 
Weeks,  Noveiuber  11,  1900-January  22,  1905; 
Walter  B.  Flanders,  since  April  1,  1905. 

The  Bogle  Street  Christian  Church  was 
organized  December  3,  1S7G,  from  a  Sunday 
school  conducted  foi  *  several  years  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Kennelly.  For  several  years 
the  pai-ish  was  under  the  spiritual  oversight 
of  Rev.  S.  W.  Butler,  pastor  of  the  First 
Christian  Church.  Under  his  oversight  the 
church  grew,  and  in  1883  the  first  pastor. 
Rev.  William  Dugdale,  was  called.  The  pres- 
ent edifice  was  erected  in  1885  and  dedi- 
cated the  first  Sunday  in  January,  189C. 

The  membership  on  March  30,  190G,  was 
101.  There  is  a  large  Sunday  school,  two 
Christian  Endeavor  societies,  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  and  a  Young  Men's  Club.  During 
the  last  fifteen  years  the  church  has  sent 
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out  Mcveu  of  its  young  men  into  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  The  pastors  have  'been: 
William  Dugdale,  1SSJ-1S81;  E.  Grant,  1884- 
1885;  O.  J.  Wait,  1885-1887;  D.  Heron.  1887- 
1888;  W.  S.  Lathrop,  1 88'J-l S<j() ;  G.  A.  Beebe, 
18'Jl-]8;)5;  M.  W.  Baker,  1890-1898;  K.  R. 
Shoemaker,  1898-19(10,  and  the  present  pas- 
tor, K.  .1.  [iodman,  since  1901. 

The  first  meetings  of  the  Friends  were 
held  liere  in  181s,  and  were  for  several  years 
in  the  care  of  the  Swansea  meeting,  at  what 
is  now  South  Somerset.  Previous  to  that 
date  the  Friends  in  the  southern  section  of 
the  town  had  attended  the  Swansea  meeting, 
which  was  more  accessible  than  the  one 
near  As.sonet.  The  services  here  were  first 
held  in  a  room  in  the  second  story  of  the 
Troy  mill  dyehouse,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  ofhce  of  that  corporation.  The 
North  Main  street  lot.  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent church,  was  purchased  in  18i;i,  H(i  rods, 
at  a  net  cost  of  $200,  and  a  plain  struc- 
ture, shingled  on  the  sides  and  unpainted 
within  or  without,  erected  on  the  north  side 
of  the  lot,  the  following  year.  Land  for  a 
burying  ground  was  left  in  the  rear.  A  high 
stone  wall  was  built  on  North  Main  street. 
The  i)resent  building  was  erected  in  18:;() 
and  remodelled  in  1895  at  a  cost  of  $3,500. 
The  former  structure  was  removed  to  the 
north  side  of  Cherry  street,  near  Rock,  and 
made  into  a  tenement  house,  later  to  be 
again  moved  to  the  lower  end  of  the  street, 
where  it  still  stands.  In  the  thirties  the 
congregation  was  large,  and  of  the  5G  heads 
of  families  in  183(i,  15  were  Buffintons  and 
18  Chaces.  Henry  C.  Aydellot  has  been  min- 
ister since  1877  and  his  wife,  Phebe  S.  Aydel- 
lot, his  colleague  since  about  1885. 

A  Friends'  mission  has  recently  'been 
started  on  Stafford  road,  where  a  chapel  was 
erected  and  dedicated  in  April,  1900. 

The  United  Presliyterian  Church  dates 
from  1810.  Its  edifice  was  erected  on  the 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Anawan  streets  in  1851. 
Rev.  David  A.  Wallace,  the  first  pastor,  was 
followed  by  William  Maclaren,  185G-G7;  J. 
R.  Kyle,  1SG7-75;  J.  H.  Turnbull,  187G-S5;  W. 
J.  Martin,  188G  to  the  present  time. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church  has  been 
one  of  the  prosperous  Protestant  organiza- 
tions of  the  city,  and  has  now  on  its  roll  of 
communicants  300  members.  It  has  been  one 
of  the  influential  but  conservative  church 
forces  of  tlie  cily.  ft  has  l)een  simple,  steady 
and  regular  in  its  services  and  work. 

It  has  stood  for  services  of  worship  and 
for  presentation  of  the  truth  of  God  as  that 


bears  on  all  life.  The  church  has  for  more 
tnan  20  years  been  what  may  be  called  a 
free  church.  It  has  no  pew  rents.  It  levies 
no  direct  assessments  on  its  members.  The 
cluirch  (jwns  all  the  pews,  and  any  family 
uniting  with  it  is  alhvwed  to  have  choice 
among  the  pews  which  nuiy  at  llie  time  be 
vacant.  It  makes  no  dillerence  what  the^ 
amount  which  the  family  may  feel  able  to 
contribute,  a  pew  vacant  anywhere  is  open 
to  selection. 

The  church  uses  the  enveloi)e  system  for 
its  entire  linances. 

A  member  contributes  regularly  by  en- 
velopes, if  so  willing  to  do,  what  the  memlier 
regards  as  proper.  The  method  has  not  been 
a  failure.  It  has  been  in  operation  for  more 
than  20  years,  and  in  that  time  the  church 
has  once  had  a  delieit  to  l)e  made  good 
at  the  close  of  the  linancial  year. 

This  condition  has  not  Ijcen  reached  by 
special,  large  gifts  on  the  part  of  a  few. 
Those  have  not  been  such.  It  has  been 
reached  by  the  faithfulness  of  those  enrolled 
as  members.  The  change  in  the  poi)ulatiun 
of  the  city  has  affected  the  locality  in  which 
the  church  has  its  position,  and  scarcely  any 
of  the  members  now  live  near  to  tlu'  chuicli 
building.  Because  of  this  there  has  been  in 
recent  years  some  consideration  of  an  ef- 
fort to  remove  to  some  site  which  in  the 
judgment  of  the  church  would  allow  a  still 
better  result  than  the  present  local u)n.  But 
whether  a  change  of  location  will  be  a  fact  of 
the  future  or  not,  the  prospect  is  that  the 
church  will  hold  on  its  way  in  a  good  work 
and  that  its  members  will  in  coming  years 
count  even  more  than  in  the  past  as  social 
and  religious  factors  in  the  community  life. 

The  Globe  Presbyteriiin  Church  is  the 
outgrowth  of  a  mission  Sunday  school  ov- 
ganized  October  20,  ISSU,  in  the  Republican 
headquarters  at  the  Globe  corners  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Morrison,  a  Sunday  school  mission- 
ary. His  assistants  were  the  Rev.  John 
Brown,  pastor  of  the  Westminster  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  Messi-s.  Winshjw  and  El- 
liot, who  were  the  lii'st  superintendents; 
George  Donaldson  and  William  Peters.  The 
school  soon  removed  to  the  Democratic  head- 
quarters, and  then  to  a  small  buildin.g  erect- 
ed on  Penn  street,  near  South  Main,  where 
services  were  first  held  December  15,  1880. 
Preaching  was  carried  on  re.gularly  hy  Mr. 
Brown,  and  on  October  13,  1890,  the  church 
was  organized,  with  23  members,  .lames 
Earnshaw  and  Frederick  Thorpe  were  the 
first  elders.    Rev.  William  F'ryling  became 
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the  fir.sL  ])asti)r,  April  1,  IS'Jl,  ami  ruiiiaiiiud 
llirce  Ncais.  Hi.'  vvaa  lulUjwed  \)y  Rev.  Mr. 
W'liilc  in  1n:»1,  l{ev.  A.  G.  Alexander  iu  181)7, 
Kcv.  (^harnock  iu  liuv.  C.  W. 

Nicol  in  11)1111,  Kcv.  G.  A.  lliiini)liries  iu  VJVl 
anil  Hov.  Edward  iOells  in  IDUO.  'IMiu  cluirch 
edifice  on  iSoulli  Main  sl.reet,  at  tlie  corner 
of  Cliarles,  was  erected  iu  19U0  and  opened 
Fcliriiary  10,  IDUl.  The  church  has  cO 
nicMnliers  and  a  Sunday  school  of  117. 

Tiie  Unitarian  Clitircli   was  organized  in 
is:!2  l)y  71  men,  among  wlioni  were  N.  B. 
Borden,  Dr.  Booster  H()oi)er,  Caleb  B.  Vickery 
and    ilezeldah    Batti'lle.     Its   first  services 
were  lielil  in  I  lie   old    Line  meeting-house, 
which  stood  on  South  Main  street,  a  little 
north  of  Columbia,  but  it  soon  bought  the 
Pirst  Congregational  Church  edifice,  <jn  the 
site  of  the  Anavvan  School.    In  1831,  when 
tne  first  pastor,  George  Ware  Briggs,  was 
called,  tile  I'rection  of  the  present  church 
edifice  w'as  begun,  on  tlie  corner  of  Borden 
and    Second   streets.     This   was  dedicated 
.January  2l'>,  1S.",.5.    The  basement  was  rented 
for  storage.    In  1889  'the  society  was  incor- 
porated, with  Dr.  Hooper  the  first  moderator. 
Mr.  Briggs  had  resigned  in  1837,  and  was 
followed  in  1840  by  A.  C.  L.  Arnold,  who  re- 
mained one  year.    John  F.  Ware  was  pastor 
from  1S12-15,  and  was  succeeded  in  1847  by 
Samtud  Ixingfellow,  brother  of  the  poet,  who 
remained  till  1851.    Subsequent  pastors  have 
lieen  .lusiah  K.  Waile,  1852-58;    William  B. 
Smith,  l859-(;3;    Charles   W.    Buck,  18(^3; 
.loshiia  Young,  18G8-75;  Charles  H.  Tindell, 
187.5-77;  R<lward  F.  Hay  ward,  1878-8:;;  A.  .1. 
Rich,  1883-;)));  Arthur  May  Knapp,  18!)M)7; 
.lohn  Mills  Wilson,  1897-1905;  John  B.  \V. 
Day,  since  IVlarch,  1900.    The  present  lot  on 
North  Main  street  was  purchased  in  1859, 
and  the  churcli  Iniilding  removed  to  its  jires- 
ent  location  in  ISfiO-dl. 

The  Fall  River  branch  of  the  Reorganized 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints 
was  organized  by  Elder  James  W.  Gillen, 
December  3,  1805,  with  13  members.  The 
(H'ganizaf ion,  perfected,  stood  as  follows: 
President  of  the  branch,  William  Cottam; 
first  priest,  Thomas  Gilbert;  second  priest, 
James  ^Hacking;  teacher,  Charles  Gilbert; 
deacon  and  secretary,  John  Gilbert. 

For  some  time  the  meetings  were  held  in 
private  houses,  but  the  growth  of  the  or- 
ganization soon  made  it  necessary  to  en- 
gage a  hall.  Dtiring  the  year  the  member- 
ship increased  from  13  to  48.  The  first  Sun- 
day school  of  the  branch  was  organized 
February  25,  18GG.    Edward  Rogerson  was 


Suiieiinlendent,  assisted  liy  Charles  Gilliert 
and  .lolin  McKee.    The  first  church  was  built 
from  October  to  December  21,  187G,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,038,  on  Clallin  street,  tlie  present  loca- 
tion.  At  this  time  the  membership  numbered 
81.    The  building  answered  for  all  purposes 
until  April,  1882,  when  it  was  enlarged  sev- 
eral feet.    The  church  was  destroyed  by  fire 
November  12,  1893,  with  damage  estimated 
at  $1,100,  and  rebuilt  by  the  insurance  com- 
pany.   The  church  was  remodeled  and  en- 
larged again  during  1903  at  a  cost  of  about 
$3,000.    The  loth  anniversary  was  observed 
December  3,  1905,  at  which  time  the  statis- 
tics showed  that  there  had  been  17  presiding 
elders  who  had  served  the  organization,  with 
17   secretaries.     There   had  been   357  bap- 
tised, 103  expelled,  42  deaths,  77  removals 
and   71     received   by    letter     from  other 
branches. 

The  organization  has  grown  steadily  in 
the  face  of  adverse  circumstances;  has 
fought  down  piejudice  and  has  at  last  com- 
pelled the  people  of  Fall  River  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  it  is  antagonistic  to  the  doc- 
trines as  taught  by  the  Mormon  Church  of 
Uta.h,  there  being  no  affiliation  between  the 
two  churches,  the  Reorganization  being  the 
strongest  enemy  of  that  institution.  At  the 
last  report  the  membership  of  the  branch 
was  1112.  The  present  presiding  eldei'  is 
Frederick  G.  Pitt;  secretary,  W.  A.  Sinclair, 
M.  D.;  treasurer,  John  Gilbert,  M.  I).  The 
auxiliary  societies  are:  Sunday  school,  jires- 
ent  enrollment  180;  superintendent,  .John 
Pilling;  secretary .  Charles  Cockcroft ;  Zion's 
Religio  Literary  Society  (Young  People's  So- 
ciety), organized  1900,  present  membei'ship 
70;  iiresident,  Susan  E.  Gilbert;  si'cridary, 
Elizabeth  Heap;  Ladies'  Aid  Sociely,  presi- 
dent, Mrs.  M.  E.  Cockcroft;  secretary,  Mar- 
garet Billington. 

The  Advent  Christian  Church  is  the  out- 
growth of  meetings  of  that  denomination 
held  about  1842  irt  the  First  Christian 
Church,  and  also  at  Steep  Brook.  In  1843 
Elder  I.  I.  Leslie,  Roland  Grant,  Enoch  Mer- 
rill and  others  held  meetings  in  a  large  tent 
at  Bowenville,  following  which  services  were 
continued  for  a  time  in  Pocasset  Hall.  Elder 
C.  H.  Sweet  held  meefings  in  Hoar's  hall  in 
1884,  and  in  1887  Mary  H.  Winslow  and 
Mercy  Arnold  began  imctings  in  the  Troy 
B^iilding,  at  which  others  soon  assisted. 
After  a  few  months  removal  was  made  to  2fi 
Htmter  street.  Tent  meetings  wer(>  held  by 
I'Jlder  William  A.  Birch,  in  September,  1887, 
and  the  church  organized  October  27.  Land 
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on  Coral  street  was  i)urcha.se(l,  and  the 
chapel  erected  and  (U'dicatcil  Se|>toniber  ]'J, 
1S88,  in  connection  willi  the  yessions  of  the 
Bristol  and  Plymouth  Counties  conference. 
The  pastors  have  been  C.  H.  Sweet,  T.  W. 
Richardson,  H.  E.  Thi)nii)S()ii  and  A.  R. 
Mead. 

The  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem  was  oi-- 
ganized  in  1.S54,  with  seven  nieml)ers,  and 
erected  its  edifice  on  Uoclv  street  in  IWVJ. 
The  society  had  previously  met  in  various 
halls,  and  was  led  by  the  Rev.  John  Westall, 
who  was  also  reader.  Mr.  Westail  was  or- 
dained as  the  first  pastor  October  21,  1877, 
and  served  till  May  25,  INSC.  His  succes.sors 
have  UvL-n:  Henry  C.  Hay,  May  25,  1880- 
July        1887;  George  S.  WheeUr,  March  18, 


1888-July  (J.  IS'.H);  Clarence  i>athbury,  March 
2y,  18'J1,  to  Oclol)ei-  15.  ]s:M:  Cardner  1. 
Ward,  March  18,  lsi)5.Juni'  21.  lIMi:!;  Duane 
V.  Howen,  the  present  i)astor,  since  Novem- 
ber 1.  I'JOl. 

A  Church  of  Christ  (Scientist)  was  or- 
ganized May  11),  ]8i)2.  and  now  meets  in  tlx' 
Archei-  building  on  Roclv  street. 

The  First  Spiritual  Church  and  Lyceum 
was  formed  in  1858  and  is  iiusliint^  ]ilans  for 
the  erection  of  a  temple. 

The  Jews  have  three  congregations  here — 
the  Sons  of  Jacob,  the  Union  Street  Syna- 
gogue and  the  Congregation  Adas  Israel. 

There  are  also  three  coloreil  cliuiches — the 
African  M.  E.  and  the  Shibdi  and  Union  Hap- 
tisl. 


The  Armory 


CHAPTER  XV 


THE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 


The  Diocese  of  Fall  River,     Beginnings  of  Catholicity  Here.     Numerous  Strong 
Parishes  With  Their  History 


Fail  River  is  k  strong  Catholic  city,  with 
possibly  tiWo-thirds,  it'  not  niorc,  (jf  its  i)ai)uia- 
tion  intinibers  of  this  faith.  It  is  the  cathe- 
dral city  of  the  (liocoso  that  bears  its  name, 
anil  has  iwcnts'  lai'Kf  and  active  ijarishcs, 
with  a  numlu'r  of  stately  and  exceedingly 
iKautituI  church  edihces,  erectetl  at  great 
cost  and  ihe  admiration  of  Catholics  and  non- 
Catholics  alilve.  To  those  have  been  added 
pai'ocliial  sciiools,  convents,  academies,  or- 
])hans'  homes  and,  latel\',  a  niagnilicent  bus- 
pital.  No  cathedral  has  yet  been  erecti.'d, 
on  account  of  llie  brief  period  since  the 
l)resent  diocese  was  formed,  Init  tliere  is 
every  rt  ason  to  l)elieve  that  when  such  a 
!-trnctuie  does  rise  liere  it  will  be  a  credit  to 
the  city  and  the  Church. 

The  growth  of  the  Catholic  Church  here 
has  been  almost  entii'ely  since  the  Civil  War, 
thougli  the  mass  was  said  in  l^^all  liiver  as 
early  as  ]S2\).  This  s<'ction  was  then  a  pari 
of  the  diocese  of  IJoslon,  and  remaine  1  in 
that  see  until  the  erection  of  the  diocese  of 
Providence,  in  1.ST2,  when  it  became  a  part  of 
the  charge  of  the  bishoj)  there.  Tlie  dioces.^ 
of  Fall  River  was  formed  Maich  12,  19(11, 
consisting  of  liristol,  Barnstable  and  Dukes 
countios  and  the  towns  of  Marion  and  Matta- 
poisett,  in  Plymouth  County.  Rt.  Rev,  Wil- 
liam Slang  was  consecrated  the  liist  bishop 
on  May  1,  1904,  in  the  cathedral  at  Provi- 
dence. The  first  Episcopal  residence  here 
was  at  the  nontlieast  corner  of  Winter  and 
Cherry  streets,  from  which  it  was  removed 
to  the  .Job  Leonard  mansion  on  Highland 
avenue  in  1905.  St.  Mary's  Church,  the  old- 
est  Catholic  house  of  worship  in  the  city, 
was  named  as  the  pro-cathedral. 

Though  it  'has  been  invpossible  to  deter- 
mine accurately  when  tlie  service  of  the 
cinirch  was  first  held  here,  it  is  believed  to 
have  l)een  in  1N29,  in  the  kitchen  of  a  woman 
named  Kennedy,  with  an  altar  made  of  the 
kitchen  lalile  covered  with  a  while  cloth. 
Father  Corry,  of  Taunton,  was  the  celebrant, 


anil  came  here  at  intervals  of  from  one  to 
iliiee  months.  Two  years  later,  in  1829, 
the  total  Catholic  poi)ulation  here,  accord- 
ing to  Itisboi)  I'\'nwick's  diary,  was  but  2t) 
sDiils,  bul  b\-  l.s:i2  it  is  estimated  to  have  in- 
creased U)  ad,  including  children. 

T.  e  first  attempt  at  organization  appears 
to  have  been  made  toward  the  end  of  1834, 
and  on  February  IS.  IMJ;'),  Father  Corry 
IJiireliased  from  Peter  McLai'rin  o^Vz  rods 
ol  land  on  Spidng  street,  the  site  of  St. 
Mary's  Cluircli,  for  IC.'jIt.tlT.  In  ISIIT  a  small 
wooden  cln|:el  vvitlmut  a  cellar  was  erected 
and  given  the  name  of  St.  John  the  Itaptist. 
,\'ew  vestments  were  purchased  and  an 
altar  erected,  and  the  following  year  Father 
Corry  look  iii)  his  I'esidence  here.  He  was 
scKin  after  succeeded  by  Father  Hardy,  and 
in  IN4i>  \>y  Rev.  Edward  Murphy,  who  had 
conie  heie  from  the  Penobscot  Imlians  in 
.Maine.  Meanwhile  the  Catholic  population 
had  increased,  with  the  growth  of  the  com- 
i.ii;iil>,  and  l"r.  Altirphy  enlarged  the  chui'c'i 
liy  an  extension  at  the  rear,  which  cari'ied 
Uu>  altar  and  six  pews  over  the  line  into 
Riiode  Island,  wliile  the  rest  of  Ihe  church 
v.as  in  Mas.-achuselts.  A  liasi'ment  was  also 
constructtil  and  a  day  school  organized, 
taught  by  Michael  Hanrahan.  A  cottage  on 
Spring  SI  ret  t  was  purchased  and  fitted  as  a 
rectoiy.  and  in*1847  Father  McNnlty  was 
sent  here  as  an  assistant  to  Father  Murphy, 
who  then  hid  chai'ge  of  the  parish  of  N^^w 
Pedford,  as  well  as  Fall  River. 

The  congie.gation  grew  so  rapidly  that  a 
new  chui'ch  became  a  necessity,  and  soon 
after  1850  the  work  of  building  a  basement 
for  the  structure  was  begun  abo\it  the  old 
building.  The  cornei'stone  was  laid  by  Bish- 
,  op  Fen  wick  August  8.  18ri2,  and  the  walls, 
with  the  excei)tion  of  that  in  front,  carri(!ii 
up  to  their  present  height.  The  old  stiMiclure 
was  then  sawed  in  two  and  removed  to  the 
site  of  the  prcvsent  rectory,  on  Second  street, 
where  services  were  held  till  St.  Mary's  was 
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cunipk'tt'il.  Tile  stfi  ami  vt'siry  wei'o  not 
yet  biiill,  hiu  asiik'  liuiu  ilicsc  it  was  as 
it  is  now — a  grauilc  cililicc  12(1x71.  -with  an 
interior  heif^lit  ut  lio  Iim'I  and  a  seating  ca- 
pacity of  2, (Mid.  The  name  was  changed  io 
the  present  title.  The  old  cliapel  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  July  12,  \sr)C,,  and  from  that 
time  services  were  held  in  the  present 
church. 

The  i)opiilation  of  the  parish  continued 
to  increase  so  i-apidly  thai  it  was  several 
times  divided.  The  Sisters  of  ,M(;rcy  came  in 
]S74  and  a  pai'ochial  school  started  tinder 
their  charge,  lirst  in  t'heir  home  on  Rodman 
and  Fourth  streets,  and  the  following  year 
in  the  chapel,  which  had  been  rebuilt  after 
the  fire.  The  pr(.'sent  convent  'was  pur- 
ciiased  in  1S75,  and  tue  clia|)el  moved  acr(.)ss 
the  street  and  enlarged  fof  scIkjoI  jiiirposes, 
where  the  school  lias  since  been  held.  The 
cornerstone  of  a  new  ))uilding  better  suited 
for  the  i)urposes  was  laid  this  .spring,  l^'atlier 
Murphy,  after  his  long  and  active  service, 
passed  away  in  Ireland,  whitlu'r  he  had 
.gone  for  his  health,  .July  !),  11SS7.  Mis  re- 
mains were  brought  to  this  city  and  placed 
in  the  vault  beneath  the  church  which  he 
had  built,  August  1,  1.^X7. 

Rev.  Christo])her  Hughes,  the  present  pas- 
tor of  St.  Mary's,  succeeded  Father  Murphy 
in  SepteiiTber,  1SS7,  and  uiKk'r  his  care  tlie 
l)arish  lias  prosjiered.  Tlu'  church  was  ren- 
ovated throughout,  statuary,  side  altars, 
stained  windows,  a  marble  hi.gh  altar  and 
other  notable  improvements  have  been  made, 
additional  real  estate  purchased  and  the 
church  consecrated  in  September,  1901. 

St.  Patrick's,  as  well  as  other  early  Catho- 
lic parishes,  was  formed  by  a  division  of  St. 
Mary's,  and  dates  from  18715.  Rev.  John 
Kelly,  the  first  pastor,  said  mass  in  a  build- 
ing known  as  the  "broom  factory,"  which 
was  followed  by  a  temporary  wooden  church. 
Fr.  Kelly  spent  years  in  collecting  and  self- 
ilenial  for  securing  funds  for  a  new  edifice, 
and  on  'September  IS,  1S81,  the  cornerstone 
of  the  present  imposing  structure  was  laid. 
He  died  in  January,  1S.S.5,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Thomas  P.  .Grace,  who  was  able  to 
open  and  complete  the  church  in  1SS9.  A 
parochial  school  had  been  opened  in  ISSC, 
and  a  convent  secured  for  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy  in  18S7.  Rev.  Michael  J.  Cooke,  who 
succeeded  li''ather  Grace  in  lS9(t,  and  is  still 
the  pastor,  rebuilt  the  school  and  has  laid 
out  much  in  the  improvement  of  the  prop- 
erty. 


The  iiarish  iif  the  Sacicd  Hi  art  w;is 
formed  from  St.  Mary's  paris.i  so.m  atli'r 
the  erection  of  tlie  diocese  ol  I'rovideiiee, 
and  land  lor  the  cliiiieh  on  Linden  street  was 
jnircliased  by  Fr.  .Murphy  ol  St.  .Mar.\''s  in 
1N72.  Plans  tor  an  edilice  vvere  prepaiwl, 
but  after  the  appointment  of  Rev.  I'^raiieis, 
(Jiiiiui  in  .January,  1.S7;],  these  were  dis- 
carded and  new  tmes  drawn,  on  whicli  the 
erection  of  the  pre^X'tit  eliuieh  was  s,)on  after 
begun.  Rev.  Malliias  .Mt'l'alx',  the  pit  Si'iii 
pasiiir,  wlien  apjiointe.i  in  the  autumn  wf 
1.S71,  found  the  building  not  half  done  and 
the  parish  in  debt  $.s(i,(i(io.  The  church  was 
completed  and  dedicated  in  September,  IMS!!. 
In  ISStj  a  large  l)ricU  schoolhouse  was 
erected  and  pliiced  in  eliaigi'  of  the  Sisii.Ts 
of  the  LIni(jn  of  tlie'  Sacred  Mi'art,  l)iit  iioL 
entirely  finished  until  ly',).:!. 

Tile  parish  of  Si.  .Joseph's  was  formed  in 
l.S7:i.  on  the  same  da\'  as  St.  Patrick's,  with 
Rev.  William  Brie  the  lirst  i)asioi-.  i^and  was 
purchased,  a  temporary  wixjden  church  erect- 
I'd  ami  the  cornerstone  of  the  present  edifice 
laid  August  15,  ]Sf>(i.  I'"'i'.  Hric  died  August 
7,  INNi),  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Andrew 
Lirady,  wlio  liveil  until  shortly  l)efore  tiie 
completit)n  of  the  church,  a  tine  brick  build- 
ing, which  was  iledicated  May  IK),  1SS5.  Rev.. 
Bernaril  lioylan,  who  succeeded  Fr.  Braily, 
is  still  ilie  pastor.  Somerset  was  a  missi(Ui 
of  tile  parish  until  1  S77. 

St.  Louis'  pai'ish  was  foruu  d  in  .May,  l.SS.'), 
also  from  St.  Mary's,  and  ilic'  hist  mass  was 
said  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  in  the  olrl 
thread  mill  at  the  corner  of  Mulbeiry  and 
Division  streets.  The  cornerstone  of  the- 
present  structure,  wdiich  faces  the  Soiiiii 
Park,  was  laid  October  IN,  1S,S5,  and  within  a 
year  the  basement  was  comiileted  and  oc.-^'u- 
pied.  The  church  was  dedicated  May  11. 
IX'Jd.  Rev.  Louis  Deady,  the  first  pastor, 
remained  until  the  fall  of  ISIiti,  and  saw  the 
erection  of  the  church,  the  iiarochial  resi- 
dence and  the  Holy  Name  InstTtule,  at  an 
approximate  cost  of  $Sil.O(i(i.  Rev.  James  H. 
P'ogarty,  the  present  jiaslor,  has  been  in 
charge  since  ISSfi.  St.  Louis  parish  has  a 
handsome  brick  parochial  school,  situated  on 
nivision  street. 

St.  Vincent's  Orphanage.— The  St.  Vin- 
cent's Home  Corporation  was  granted  a  chai-- 
ter  by  the  Commonwealth  on  Fel)ruary  7, 
ISS!),  "for  the  purpose  of  caring,  maintaining 
and  educating  indigent  children."  The  St. 
Vincent's  Home,  as  it  is  popularly  known, 
was  founded  in  ISX.''),  while  Fiill  River  was  a 
part  of  the  diocese  of  Providence,  under  the 
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cp.icopate  of  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Hendrick- 
Lii,  D.  D.  Liishop  Heiulriclieu's  successor,  Rt. 
Rev.  Matthew  Harkiiis,  IJ.  U.,  was  the  first 
corporate  ijrtsiiieiit  of  St.  Vincent's,  Ri'V. 
Bernard  Hoyhiii  il.s  lir.^t  I  rciisiirer  ami  tlie 
late  tlilln'it  ]'.  .t'lillle  ils  lirst  clerk.  Cor- 
nelius S.  Greene  has  l)Ccu  vice-presiilent  of 
the  home  from  its  inception.  111.  Kev.  "Wil- 
liam Slau,^',  1),  IJ.,  nisliijp  of  l''all  River,  is 
now  president  and  treasurer,  Kev.  liernard  F. 
McCahill  clerk,  and  Kev.  .Mortimer  Downing 
rtsideut  chaplain  of  the  home.  Rev.  Mr. 
Downing  is  also  supervisor  of  Catholic  cftari- 
ties  for  t.lie  Fall  River  diocese.  The  or- 
l)hanage  is  located  on  Nortli  Main  street,  op- 
posite Baldwin  strea,  at  Steep  Brook.  Tlie 
grounds  consist  of  several  acres,  beautifully 


St.  Vincent  Home 

Situated  between  the  street  and  Taunton 
Great  River,  and  ijicturesquely  vari»'gated 
with  liill  and  vale,  trees,  shrubbery  and 
water.  The  site  of  the  home  at  the  time 
of  purchase  was  a  pleasure  garden  known  as 
"Forest  Hill,"  and  otherwise  known  as  "Ash- 
ley's Urove."  The  wooden  buildings  on  the 
grounds  served  the  purpose  of  the  orphan- 
age until  1894,  when  the  ])resent  brick  struc- 
ture, an  up-to-date  building  with  all  modern 
api)oiutments  and  belongings,  was  erected  at 
a  cost  approximating  $75,000.  The  home  is 
now  entirely  free  from  debt,  due  to  the 
energy  of  Rev.  Cornelius  Kelly,  who  for  sev- 
eral years  manage, 1  the  collection  of  the 
liquidation  funds,  and  lo  the  generosity  of 
the  priests  and  peojtle  of  tlie  diocese.  St. 
Vincent's  is  in  chai-ge  of  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy  and  shelters  between  240  and  2G0 
children;  its  lirst  manager  and  sui)erintend- 
ent  was  Sister  Magdalen,  and  (m  her  death 
the  vacancy  was  filled  by  tlie  ai)pointinent  of 
Sister  Mechtilde,  the  i)reseat  incumbent. 

Ste.  Anne's  jiarish*  was  the  first  French 
religious  organization  formed  here — in  ISfiO, 
two  years  after  the  immigration  of  the  Cana- 

*From  a  paper  contributed  by  Rev.  l^aul 
V,  Charland,  O.  P.  of  Ste.  Anne's. 


dians  to  this  city  began  in  earnest.  The  rec- 
ords of  St.  Mary's  Church,  the  parent  church, 
show  no  French  names  i)revious  to  18G2,  but 
m  that  year  the  l)aptismal  book  bears  the 
names  of  lilise  Le\'alt  e  (Levalee)  and  James 
(loslin,  piobaldy  an  Anglicizeil  form  of 
.lacipies  (iosselin;  in  ISG'i,  1'homas  de 
Coiircy;  in  lX(i4,  Agatha  Dubois  and  Albert 
Dubois.  'I'hei-e  is  no  I'^rench  christening  in 
18(j5,  but  six  in  IMK!,  i:^  in  1SG7,  a  large  num- 
ber in  IStiS,  increasing  again  to  a  conh?uier- 
alde  extent  in  lM;'.t,  wlieii  Ste.  Anne's  parish 
was  formed.  Thus  the  l)eginning  of  French 
immigration  to  Fall  liiver  ma.\'  be  traced 
to  some  time  after  the  \\';ir  of  the  Secession, 
al)oiit  IStiT. 

If  Canada  is  nowadays  a  prijsperous  coun- 
tr.\-,  almost  as  much,  proi)ortionately,  it  is 
said,  as  the  Dniicd  States,  it  was  not  so 
s.ime  forty  >'ears  ago.  Opei'atives  were  paid 
very  l<jw  'Wages,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that, 
lu'aiing  of  high  salaries  awarded  lo  people 
et  tlieir  crafis  in  lite  Slates,  they  crossed 
Ihe  boundary  line. 

The>'  came,  one  1)>  one.  two  by  two,  and 
tinaliy  liy  the  score,  and  Mr.  Dulnuiiie's  val- 
uable work  on  the  origin  of  the  Fieuch  col- 
ony in  [•"'all  River  states  that  the)'  num- 
l.eied  about  li.liOO  in  LSCII. 

Rev.  A.  .1.  Derbmd,  fiirmeily  pastor  at 
West  Boylston  and  afterwards  appointed 
curate  at  St.  Mary's  Church  in  lS(i8,  was  the 
first  F'rench  priest  who  attended  to  the  Cana- 
dians of  I'^all  River.  His  name  iii)pears  in  St. 
Mai-y's  records  from  ilie  1st  (jf  Sep- 
tember to  the  2Isl  of  Octidier  of  that 
year.  Tlie  Rev.  Olivier  Verdier,  also  a 
French  missionar,\',  continued  his  worlj, 
l)Ut  only  for  a  shoi't  time,  as  he 
died  in  ISO'.l.  .\  third  French  priest, 
.M.  F.  Le  I?reton,  si.gned  the  register  October 
22,  lN(;f».  That  same  year  I'Aldie  Paul  Ro- 
main-Louis-Adrien  de  Mont auliricti  (honor- 
ary canon  of  13ordeaux),  a  descendant  of  a 
noble  family  in  I'^rance.  arri\;eil  in  Fall 
River,  and  naturally  all  grandsons  and 
granddaughters  of  France,  so  .dear  to  all 
French  Cantulians,  Hocked  around  him.  He 
was  alread.N-  the  pastor  of  the  French  popula- 
tion, and  might  have  severed  al  once  from  the 
Irish  one,  l)y  renlin.g  a  hall  or  some  large 
house,  where  he  could  assemble  with  his 
people.  But  he  thini.ghi  it  was  best  not  to 
l)a.rt  as  yet  from  St.  .Mar.x  's  and  to  en.jo\- for  a 
little  while  loiiger  her  generous  liospitality. 
His  name  api)ears  in  St  .Mary's  records  for 
till'  first  time  August  2,  LSC'I,  and  for  the 
last  October  215  of  the  same  y.uv.  Courteous 
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always,  as  all  members  of  the  French  nobili- 
ty, nevertheless  he  failed  in  some  respects, 
tne  old  people  say.  As  he  was  a  great 
si)eaker,  he  happened  sometimes  to  expa- 
tiate just  a  little  bit  too  much  in  his  ser- 
mons, and  conseiiueiilly  liis  mass  was  hard- 
ly linislied  when  it  was  lime  for  another  to 
begin.  The  woi'lc  consisted  first  in  estalj- 
lishing  a  new  parisli,  a  Ihorougli  French 
parlsli,  and  in  building  a  church;  the  latter 
was  erected  at  tlie  corner  of  Hunter  and 
Hope  streets,  where  the  schools  of  Ste.  Anne 
are  now  located.  It  is  said  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  constructicm,  he  met  with  an 
accident  which  might  liave  proved  fatal, 
but  that  he  escape. 1  wiilmut  any  serious 
harm,  because  of  his  having  invoked  tlie 
(jood  Saint.  Througli  gratitude,  he  had  the 
church  dedicated  to  lu'r  sacred  name.  A 
part  of  the  foundations  only  remain  at  pres- 
ent, and  these  have  been  used  as  a  support 
for  another  wall.  There  remains  only  an 
entire  ruin  of  what  sliould  have  Ijeen  kejit 
as  a  vivid  souvenir  uf  bygone  days. 

This  little  chapel  was  the  mother-church 
of  several  others,  and  one  cannot  help  bidng 
amazed  at  the  wonderful  e.xijansion  of 
French    Catholicity    in    this  city. 

At  the  Flint  Village,  where  the  gorgeous 
Church  of  Notre  Dame  de  Lourdes  nt)w 
stands  adorned  with  the  still  more  gorgeous 
paiirting  by  Crenionini,  lived  a  large  group 
of  the  so-called  "l'''renchies."  'i'hey  were 
far  away  from  Ste.  Anne's  and,  besides,  the 
cluirch  was  getting  too  small  for  the  ever 
increasing  population.  At  last  tliey  de- 
cided to  have  a  new  house  of  worship  built, 
and  also  a  priest  of  their  own  nationality. 
Local  .history  here  gives  many  a  detail 
showing  the  deep  attachment  of  the 
"Frenchies"  to  their  mother  language. 
"Frenchies"  nmy  perhaps  like  to  talk  busi- 
ness or  anything  else  in  English,  but,  as 
Bishop  Stang  says  his  prayers  in  German 
and  acknowledges  the  fact  freely,  so  they 
insist  upon  their  i-ight  that,  being  French, 
theiir  religion  should  lie  I'^rench.  Their 
patriotism  was  so  gieiU  that  it  was  only 
after  great  dilliculties  and  contests  which 
the  lloly  See  had*  to  settle  that  a  secoml 
church  was  finally  established  in  July,  1S74, 
at  the  Flint  Village,  and  Rev.  P.  J.  B. 
Be.lai'd  appointed  pastor. 

On  December  'J,  1SS7,  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  later,  a  third  parish  was  founded  at 
Bowenville,  and  called  St.  IMattliew,  after 
the  patron  saint  of  Bishop  Harkins  of  Piovi- 
dence. 


The  parish  of  Ste.  Anne  did  not  seem  to 
be  impoverished  by  this  continual  output 
of  her  own  wealth.  New  children  were 
constantly  being  added  to  her,  and  so  much 
so  that  hardly  two  yeai's  later  she  was 
able  to  organize  a  fourtli  congregation  at 
the  Ciiobe,  where  Fatlier  Delemarre's  beau- 
tiful church  now  basks  in  the  sunshine. 
Some  six  or  seven  years  more  and  St.  .lohn  . 
the  Baptist  of  Maplewood  is  created  (l.S',i:i) 
The  church  is  not  yet  completeil,  wlien 
St.  Roch,  the  Benjamin  child  of  the  old  Ste. 
Anne,  is  brought  to  life.  This  may  not  l)e 
the  "end  of  it."  The  French  population  of 
Fall  River,  which  amounted  to  three  thou- 
sand in  1870,  as  may  be  seen  above,  has 
gi-ndually  increased  to  thirty-five — S(jme  say 
forty — thousand  people,  and,  although  the 
old  Mothei'  Ste.  Anne  has  l>een  divided  into 
live  or  six  parts,  there  is  always  more  left 
to  offer  to  some  curate  to  guard  and 
l)rotect. 

Were  one  making  a  speech  or  indulging 
in  poetry  instead  of  writing  dry  history,  he 
might  here  add  a  few  comments  in  regard 
to  the  generosity  and  liberality  of  the 
French  population,  but  facts  are  Ijettei'  an<l 
speak  for  themselves. 

To  buy  extensive  lots,  huild  churches,  rec- 
tories, parochial  schools,  academies  and 
hospitals;  to  tear  (k>\vn  the  old  siructuies 
in  order  to  erect  belter  ones,  and,  in  fact, 
masterpieces  of  architecture,  and  at  the 
same  time  support  financially  the  pidests. 
anil  school  teachers  by  the  scin'e,  besides 
the  sisters,  never  to  complain  of  giving  too 
much,  that  continually  denotes  a  sidrit  of 
devotedness  and  liberalit}'  whicli  is  inherent 
to  a  renmrkable  degree  in  the  French.  It 
has  been  asked  often  by  outsiders  oi-  pass- 
ers-by how  'the  new  Ste.  Anne's  Chui-cli  could 
possibly  have  been  constructed,  because  so 
many,  especialy  from  New  York  or  large 
cities,  judging  from  appearances,  deem  its 
cost  to  be  about  a  million  doUnrs.  In  fact, 
it  is  hardly  one^half  of  this  sum,  but  half  a 
million  dollars,  considering  the  average  con- 
dition of  the  people,  mostly  all  laborers,  is 
a  not  insignificant  amount.  Not  one  oi' 
the  priests  of  this  city  who  does  not  givi; 
his  most  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  fathers, 
mothers,  sons  and  daughtors,  who  Hiavc' 
given  spontaneously,  year  after  year,  and 
week  after  week,  part  of  their  limited  earn- 
ings, for  the  welfare  and  advancement  of 
this  parish  and  the  glory  of  Cod.  Referring 
to  t!ie  question  asked  'by  the  passer-by, 
-Who  built  Ste.  Anne's  Church,"  the  beauti- 
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ful  monumenL  which  calls  forth  so  much 
praise  and  admiration,  this  is  the  only  truth- 
ful answer:  "It  is  the  factory  lioy  and  tin- 
factory  iiirl." 

Since  the  llrst  missionaries  of  Ste.  Anue 
Derbuel,  Venlier  anil  Alontaubricq  were 
succeeded  by  the  Uev.  Fathers  Briscoe  and 
Clarke,  the  latter  now  at  St.  Theresa's,  ui 
I'l'oviileiice.  JOsiJceially  to  the  lirst  JJoniini- 
can  pioneers,  who  gave  such  a  powerful 
impulse  to  this  parish,  the  Fathers  Mothoii, 
Esteva,  Sauval,  Therien,  Cormevais.  Father 
Sauval  met  with  great  success  at  Ste.  Anne's, 
and  was  devoted  to  his  parishioners.  With 
ever  increasing  zeal  he  felt  lioth  for  their 
sidrinial  and  temporal  affairs,  with  ability 
in  biit^iness  niatiers,  and  energy  and  firm 
hope  in  the  future.  lie  built  five  or  six 
parochial  schools  tind  the  Academy  on  Park 
street;  the  ideal  lot  where  Ste.  Anne's 
Church  and  rectory  are  now  located,  and 
constructed  the  rectory  and  part  of  the 
foundations  of  the  new  church.  Rev. 
Father  Uaymuiid  A.  Crolleau,  tlie  present 
liastor  of  Ste.  Anin-'s,  eariMed  on  the  got)il 
work.  What  seemed  an  imiuissibility  after 
Father  Sauval's  death,  an  impossibility  for 
a  score  of  years  and  ma\iie  half  a  century, 
viz.:  the  continuation  and  completion  of 
Ihe  church  he  maile  feasible  at  his  first  ar- 
rival in  this  city.  The  comploUon  of  the 
chui-ch  demandeil  an  expense  of  about  $3(10,- 
iKiu,  Imt  he  feared  nothing,  and  so  persua- 
sive was  his  pleading  that  none  had  any  ob- 
jections, neither  the  bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Matthew  Harkins,  nor  fhe  parishioners,  not- 
withstanding all  Ihcy  had  alreaily  done  for 
Iheir  parish. 

Ste.  Anne's  Cliurcli  was  iledicated  on 
.)ul,\-    -1,  and    its    doors    are  now 

thrown  oi)en  lo  the  public  in  general,  wlien 
every  one  visiting  this  magnificent  struc- 
ture will  readily  pronounce  it  a  masterly 
piece  of  work.  Some  churches  may  seem 
to  some  more  elaborate,  more  ornamental 
(more  theatre-like),  but  considering  the 
style  which  has  been  adopted,  Ihe  old  Ro- 
man Byzantine,  and  remembering  also  the 
limited  means  of  the  people,  every  connois- 
seur will  acknowledge  that  nothing  bet- 
ter, even  nothing  else  could  have  been 
done. 

The  completion  of  Ste.  Anne's  Church 
calls  forth  iiii  |)r()vi'ments  from  all  aides. 
Quite  recently  the  Ilominican  Sisters  of  the 
Academy  on  Parlv  street,  formerly  only  ten 
or  twelve,  now  numbering  fifty,  decided  1o 
considerably    enhirge    their  establishment. 


and  with  this  end  in  view  have  bought  a 
lot  of  lanii  adjoining  their  own,  at  the  same 
lime  inalung  plans  for  an  extensive  addi- 
tion. 

What  is  no  longer  a  plan  or  an  idle 
dream,  but  an  ailracti\e  reality,  is 
Ste.  Anne's  Hectoi'\ ,  mnv  being  con- 
structed in  a  line  with  the  vestry'  of  the 
church,  ami  l)uilL  in  the  same  style  and 
materials  as  the  clnirch  itself.  Whoever 
will  look  at  its  size,  its  costly  rough  or 
face-hammered  blue  marble  of  Vermont,  its 
fine  gables  and  turrets  and  porches  and 
other  different  details,  will  certainly  con- 
gratulate Ihe  Dominican  Fathers  for  their 
deep  sense  of  aestlu'tics,  and  their  h)ve  <>f 
Ihe  Ijeautiftil,  if  he  is  told  that  they  intend 
to  pay  for  that  house,  almost  a  palace,  out 
of  their  own  financial  resources. 

Ste.  Ann.e's  Hospital,  built  and  paid  for 
by  the  Dominican  Sisters  of  Charity  of 
'fours,  France,  was  dedicated  February  4, 
]9liG,  with  elalKu-ate  ceremonies  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  immense  gathering  of  clergy- 
men, lawyers,  city  officials,  headed  by 
Alayor  John  T.  Couglilin,  religio-niilitary  so- 
cieties and  members  of  all  professions.  This 
hospital  was  suggested  by  Rev.  Father 
(li-olleau  a  few  ji'ars  ago.  Me  had  seen  in 
his  nati\'e  land  of  France  some  of  the 
I' nest  institutions  of  that  kind  in  the  world, 
in  charge  of  Sisters  who  were  trained 
nurses,  and  he  had  had  iuany  ;in  opiK)rtn- 
nit>'  to  aiJpi'eciale  the  excellent  worlc  done  liy 
tnese  women.  After  long  negotiations  with 
the  Sisters,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  them 
here  witli  enough  of  theii-  own  funds  to 
realize  his  dream  of  a  lino  hospital.  With 
consideralde  dillicult\'  he  purtdnised  from 
the  Messrs.  .Touiithan  and  James  Chacc,  of 
Providence,  the  lot  of  land  ho  coveted,  just 
oi)lK)sile  his  iduirch,  on  the  right  hand  side 
of  iliddle  street — an  ideal  location  for  the 
purpose  for  which  he  intended  it.  The 
biiihling  is  four  stories  Ijigh,  with  the  l)ase- 
ment,  and  covers  an  area  of  11,824  square 
feet.  Its  appearance  is  imposing,  even  in 
its  embryo  form,  for  in  accordance  with 
the  complete  ijlans  which  have  been  drawn, 
additions  will  lie  made  as  soon  as  there  is 
a  demand  for  them.  At  present  the  struc- 
ture is  composeil  of  three  sections,  one  on 
.Middle  strc'el,  extending  feet  long,  an- 
other on  South  IVIain  slreid.  exhMiding  ITl.S 
feet,  ami  Ihe  third  one  on  Oliver  strcol, 
measuring  100  feet. 

It  belongs  to  no  special  style  of  archi- 
tecture, exceiit  the  gal)les,  built  in  Flemish 
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style,  really  Spanish  style,  since  this  has 
been  copied  from  the  Spanish  by  the  Flem- 
ish architects.  Except  this  little  ornamen- 
tation, the  general  lines  are  very  simple,  and 
an  inspection  of  the  in'terior  will  at  once 
l)r()ve  liiat  tlie  wlujle  iMiilding"  has  been 
devised  in  view  of  its  us(,'fuiiiess. 

Space,  li»ht  and  air  and  the  arrange- 
nienls  foi-  the  heating,  ihu  lighting  and  ven- 
liialiun  ai'e  perfect.  Tliere  are  five  wards 
for  tlie  sicli,  two  for  I  lie  men  and  three 
f(jr  the  women,  one  of  each  class  for  the 
medical  and  the  oiliers  for  surgical  cases. 
There  are  also  abont  forty  private  rooms, 
and  some  snites  with  a  sleeping  room,  a 
combinati(jn  sitting  and  dining  room,  a 
toilet  room,  with  batii  and  all  the  accessories. 
'I'he  oi)erating  I'oom  is  one  of  tlie  liest  ap- 
pointed in  the  coiiutr\\  and  many  a  doctor 
says  it  is  surpassed  l)y  none.  The  fourth 
lloor  will  not  lie  comiileted  for  some  time, 
but,  n:inus  this  lloor,  Sle.  Anne's  Hospital 
can  easily  accommodate  from  KiO  to  125 
patients.  The  Sisteis  in  charge  are  at 
present  Reverend  .Motlier  ?ilarguerite,  iires- 
ident;  Sister  Gonzague,  secretary  of  the 
cori)orat  ion,  registered  druggist  and  trained 
nurse  of  exceptional  ability;  Sisters  Made- 
leine, Camilie,  Aqnilin.  .Matihieu,  Flora, 
Theotime,  Jeanne,  Marguerite,  all  profes- 
sional nurses,  or  "intirmieres,"  as  tiiey  are 
called  in  l'"'rance.  Pi-ofessional  nurses, 
among  whom  is  Miss  Amilie  ]^esi)ins,  for- 
merly of  the  Fnion  Hospital  of  tliis  city,  are 
giving  their  help  to  the  institution,  and  a 
number  of  Sisters  are  to  come  from  the 
old  country. 

The  corps  of  pliysicians  and  surgeons,  or 
"the  staff,"  was  well  selected.  In  Jlay,  lOOC, 
it  was  composed  as  folk)ws:  President,  Dr. 
P.  A.  A.  Collet t;  vice-president,  Hr.  George 
L.  Richards;  secretary,  Dr.  .1.  E.  Huard. 
Attending  surgi  oiis:  Drs.  ,1.  E.  Lanoie,  .1.  B. 
Trainor,  ,].  A.  liarre,  A.  I.  Connell,  H.  G. 
Wilbur,  A.  C.  Lewis.  Attending  i)hysicians: 
Drs.  P.  A.  A.  Collet,  H.  A.  Rosa,  S.  V.  Mcr- 
ritt,  F.  de  H.  Pergeron,  ,1  P.  A.  Garneau,  M. 
A.  lilanchette.  Specialists;  Genito-urinary 
and  skin  diseases,  ]~)rs.  George  E.  T^uther 
and  A.  Fc^cleau:  ear  nose  and  throat,  Drs. 
G.  L.  Richards  and  ,J.  E.  Huard;  eyes,  Drs. 
A.  SI.  George  and  O.  H.  Jackson;  children's 
diseasis.  Drs.  Michael  Kelly  and  J.  S.  Le- 
boeuf;  oi'l  liopc'ilic  stirgeons.  Dr.  P.  T.  Cris- 
po  and  E.  F,  Cui-i\-:  pathologist,  Dr.  Mary 
W.  Marvel] ;  bacteriologist.  Dr.  D.  R.  Ryder; 
anacsfhetisfs.  Dr.  F.  H.  Peckett,  P.  ,T.  A. 
DufauK,  .T.  D.  Peauparlan(  and  ,T.  E.  Mer- 


eier;  dentists,  Drs.  T.  P.  Sullivan  and  J 
Homer  Barre.  Consulting  iihysicians:  Drs. 
S.  J.  Kelly,  John  W.  Coughlin,  J.  B.  Chag- 
non,  (teorge  S.  Eddy,  William  H.  Butler,  A. 
S.  MacKnight  and  Thomas  F.  Gunning. 
Consulting  surgeons:  Drs.  A.  W.  Buck,  R. 
W.  Jackson,  Dwight  E.  Cone,  W.  T.  Learned, 
IMiald  .J.  Paquin,  cjf  New  Bedford,  and  Joao 
l^itla,  also  of  New  Bedford;  Drs.  Garceau 
and  Jones,  of  Boston, 

Before  long  an  addition  to  the  hospital 
will  be  made,  when  the  Ste.  Anne's  old  Rec- 
tory is  moved  across  Middle  street  to  the 
lot  in  fi-ont  of  the  south  wing  of  the  build- 
ing, where  it  will  be  remodeled  and  turned 
into  a  boarding  house  for  young  women 
who  work  in  mills  or  commercial  establish- 
n;ents  and  whose  parents  do  not  live  here. 

The  Dominican  Fathers  have  other  plans 
in  mind  which  they  wdll  propose  later  on. 
Tliey  have  already  made  of  what  a  few 
years  ago  consisted  only  of  vacant  lots  and 
swamps  one  of  the  finest  s|)ots  of  tlie  city. 

Notre  I>ame  de  Lourdes  is  probably  the 
most  powerful  French  Roman  Catholic 
paiisli  in  tlie  Uniteil  States.  It  was  formed 
in  1871  by  a  division  of  the  parisli  of  Ste. 
Anne,  then  the  only  French  Catholic  chuf(di 
in  the  city,  and  has  groiwu  rapidl\'  with  the 
phenomenal  increase  in  the  French  popula- 
tion in  the  eastern  section.  Rev.  Pierre 
Jean-Baptiste  Bedard  was  the  first  pastor 
and  was  greatly  beloved  by  his  people,  with 
whom  he  remained  unlil  his  death,  in  ISM. 
He  was  succeeded  after  a  year  by  the  Itev. 
J.  i\I.  LaFlamme,  and  in  IS.SS  by  Rev.  J.  A. 
l^revOL:t,  the  iiresent  pastor.  The  first 
church  was  a  frame  structure,  which  stood 
on  Bassett  street,  on  gionnd  now  partly  oc- 
cupied by  St.  Joseph's  Orphanage.  It  was 
destroyed  by  lire  in  November,  ISOLi,  liut 
after  a  few  months  it  was  possible  to  hold 
services  in  the  basement  of  the  jn'cseid 
beautiful  church,  which  had  been  begun  in 
l.SUl.  This  basement  has  sin'ce  been  used 
as  a  i)lace  of  worship,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  main  auditorium  will  be  read\'  for 
occupancy  in  Septemlier.  The  church  is 
of  granite,  of  imposing  ai'chitecture  and  will 
represent  a  total  cost  of  $300,000.  The 
style  is  pure  Corinthian  and  without  a  pil- 
lar in  the  whole  vast  church,  allowing  an 
unobstructed  view  of  the  altar.  There  are 
no  galleries,  except  a  small  one  in  the  rear 
for  tlie  choir  and  organ.  The  ceiling  Is 
ailorned  with  a  beautiful  painting  of  the 
Last  Jiul.gment,  l)y  Ludovic  Cremonini,  a 
celel)rated  Roman  artist,  wlio  has  also  paint- 
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ed  an  allegory  of  the  Holy  Rosary  for  the 
rotunda,  one  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
for  the  arch  belween  the  sanctuary  and  the 
nave,  and  other  subjects  for  general  decora- 
lion.  The  stucco  work  was  done  by  an- 
other Italian  artist,  Signor  Castagnoli.  The 
splendid  new  I'ectory  on  lOastern  avenue 
and  Basseti  stre«L  was  completed  in  181)7 
at  a  cost  of  $30, (Mm. 

Connected  witii  ilie  parish  is  the  orphan- 
age of  St.  Joseph,  which  cares  for  350  chil- 
dren, and  occupies  a  large  structure  built 
in  ISDo;  the  .Jesus  ^larie  Convent,  dating 
t'rcjni  1877,  anil  a  large  and  commodious 
parochial  sclujol  and  college,  completed  in 
18'J8,  at  a  cost  of  $75,00(1.  This  was  or- 
ganized in  1882  anil  is  situated  on  Bassett 
street,  near  Asliton.    It  has  1,100  pupils. 

The  Church  uf  the  Blessed  Sacrament, 
formerly  St.  IJominic's,  was  started  as  a 
mission  of  Sle.  Anne's,  and  was  founded  by 
tlie  Dominicans.  P.  Gillant,  O.  P.,  was  the 
first  pastor  and  was  succeeded  in  18U2  by 
Rev.  I..  O.  .Massicotte.  The  cornerstone 
of  the  present  handsome  church  on  Town- 
send  hill  was  laid  July  4,  11(02.  Rev.  D.  V. 
Uedamarre  is  in  charge. 

St.  Roch's  dates  from  May,  1899,  when  it 
was  started  |jy  Rev.  J.  E.  Th.  Giguere,  the 
present  pastor.  The  lirst  mass  was  held 
in  the  hall  of  the  Ligiie  des  Patriotes.  Land 
lias  since  been  bought  and  a  frame  church 
erected  on  Pine  street. 

Santo  Chrislo  parish  (Portuguese)  was 
founded  by  Rev.  Fr.  Neves  in  1891.  It  was 
attended  from  New  Bedford  until  July,  1892, 
when  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Martens  became  pas- 
tor. He  was  followed  in  June,  1898,  by  Rev. 
V.  S.  .Mesciuita,  who  is  still  in  charge.  The 
coiitiiict  for  the  construction  of  the  base- 
ment of  a  new  church  was  recently  award- 
ed. 

St.  Michael's  started  as  a  mission  of 
Santo  Christo.  'i'he  basement  tor  a 
church  was  opened  in  189().  The  pastor  is 
Rev.  Manuel  C.  CJrilla. 

The  other  Catholic  parislies  here  are 
Espirito  Santo  (Portuguese)  and  Madonna 
de  Rosari^)  (Italian).  St.  Stanislaus  Catho- 
lic (Polish)  Church  is  located  on  Rockland 
street  and  has  a  commodious  parochial 
school  on  the  same  street.  Another  Polish 
cliurcli  known  as  the  Independent  Polish 
Calliolic  ('hundi  is  located  on  West  Globe 
street. 

SS.  Peter  and  Paul's  parish  was  formed 
in  April,  1882,  with  Rev.  Patrick  Doyle  the 
first  pastor.    For  nearly  a  year  mass  was 


said  in  a  large  store  until  the  f^rst  church, 
a  frame  structure,  was  ready  for  occupancy. 
The  cornerstone  of  the  present  edifice  was 
laid  June  7,  1890,  and  the  church  dedicated 
March  25,  1900. 

Father  ]3oyIe  died  in  tlie  summer  of  189;! 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Bernard  F.  Mc- 
Caliill,  llie  present  j)astor. 

The  Immaculate  Conception  parish  was 
also  tornied  in  April,  1882,  with  Rev.  Owen 
Kiernan  the  first  pastcn-.  Land  was  bt)uglit 
at  once  and  the  cornerstone  of  the  iireseiit 
structure  laid  April  M,  1883.  Rev.  Cor- 
nelius .McSweeney  is  the  pastor. 

St.  Malhieu's  parish  was  organized  in  Mie 
fall  of  1880.  Rev.  J.  A.  Payan,  the  lirst 
priest,  bought  tlie  site  of  the  church  the 
following  year,  and  soon  after  began  the 
construction  of  the  basement.  Tlie  corner- 
stone was  laid  September  3,  1893,  and  the 
building  dedicated  September  20,  1890.  Rev. 
L.  A.  Casgrain,  who  succeeded  Fr.  Payan, 
was  pastor  finnn  1888  till  Feliruary,  1.895, 
when  he  was  followed  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Levalle, 
who  is  si  ill  in  charge. 

The  parish  of  St.  John  Baptiste,  on  Staf- 
ford road,  is  comparatively  new.  It  is  in 
cliarge  of  Ri'v.  11.  J.  Musselly. 

St.  Williams  parish,  named  as  a  delicate 
compliment  to  Bisho])  William  Slang,  it  is 
said,  was  organi/.ed  in  May,  1905,  with  Rev. 
Patrick  INIcGee  in  charge.  A  church  is 
under  construction. 

The  Convent  and  Academy  of  the  Holy 
Union  of  the  Sacred  Hearts,  on  Prospi'ct 
street,  under  the  care  of  the  Sisters  of  that 
name,  was  e.slablislied  in  1880,  iwhen  the  Sis- 
ters liought  llie  prnpert}',  erected  an  academy 
building  and  look  charge  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  parochial  school.  They  now  have  18 
members  and  12  novitiates,  with  550  pupils 
in  the  school  and  about  80  in  the  academy. 
A  new  building  of  brick  and  stone,  three 
stories  in  height,  is  befng  erected,  and  when 
conipleled  will  furnish  accommodations  for 
1  50  pupils.  1 

The  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  numbering  25, 
who  came  here  in  1902,  have  three  houses, 
the  principal  one  on  Tremont  street,  ami 
instruct  about  l,2(iO  pupils  in  the  St.  Roch's. 
St.  Mathieu's,  Blessed  Sacrament  and 
Maplewood  parochial  schools.  Land  has 
been"  purchased  at  Townseiid  Hill  tor  the 
erection  of  a  home  for  the  Sisters. 

Other  convents  are  those  of  the  Ladies 
of  Jesus-iMary,  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
Succor  and  the  Dominican  Sisters. 


CHAPTER  XVI 


CLUBS,  LODGES,  SOCIAL  AND  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 


Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Boys'  Club,  Home  for  Aged  People  and  Similar  Institvitions.     Quequechan  Club, 
and  Masonic  and  Other  Lodges.     The  Militia.     Labor  Unions 

<  "I Mi    '  ■  ,  and  Labor  Troubles 


The  leading  club  in  the  city  is  the  Queque- 
chan, which  haw  a  large  and  comfortable 
house  oil  North  Main  street,  ^where  nearly 
all  the  distinguished  visitors  to  the  city 
have  been  entertained  in  l  ecenL  years.  Among 
these  have  been  the  Honourable  Artil- 
lery Company,  of  Loudon,  when  it  was  the 
guest  of  the  Ancieni  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery Company  of  Boston;  the  delegations  of 
prominent  Filipinos  who  visited  the  United 
States  as  the  guests  of  the  nation,  and  Gov- 
ernors and  other  high  dignitaries.  The 
ciul)  was  formed  in  \ii\)o  in  part  as  a  succes- 
sor of  the  old  Commercial  Club,  with  25 
charter  members,  of  whom  William  F. 
Hooper,  James  E.  Osborn,  Edward  Barker, 
F.  O.  Dodge,  David  Beattie  and  Dr.  D.  A. 
Babcock  were  tlie  more  active.  The  mem- 
bership soon  increased  to  200  and  now  con- 
sists of  235  resident  and  95  non-resident 
membt>rs.  The  William  IVIason  house  was 
I)urchased  and  greatly  enlarged  to  its  pres- 
ent size.  William  l'\  Hooper  and  .lames  E. 
Osborn  have  been  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent, respectively,  since  its  organization. 
Fredci'ick  O.  Dodge  was  the  lirst  treas- 
urer, succeeded  by  ICdward  L  Marvell  and 
shortly  after  by  Edward  Barker,  the  present 
officer.  R.  P.  Borden  was  the  first  secre- 
tary. That  office  is  now  held  by  P.  A. 
Mal'hcwson. 

The  first  Young  .Men's  Cliristian  Associa- 
tion here  was  formed  in  the  spring  of  1857, 
with  R.  K.  Remington,  Walter  Paine,  3d, 
William  H.  Mason,  .lohn  C.  Milne,  Elihii  An- 
drews, John  D.  Flint,  Ale.xander  T.  I\Iilne 
and  Walter  C.  Dtii-fee  among  its  prominent 
siipi)ort(TS.  R.  K.  Remington  was  president, 
James  R.  Pearson  secretary  and  Charles  J. 
Holmes  treasurer.  The  association  lived 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when  it 
gave  up  its  work',  in  common  with  many 
similar  organizations.     It  was  reorganized 


in  18GS,  with  Georgu  B.  Durfee  president. 
He  was  succeeded  by  E.  C.  Nason  in  ISTd, 
Leroy  Sargent  in  1S73,  Ray  U.  Haling  and 
J.  H.  Pierce.  The  work  was  disconlinueil 
in  ISSO. 

The  present  association  was  formed  eight 
years  latei',  in  1888,  with  James  F.  Jackson 
president,  Andrew  J.  Jennings  vice-presi- 
dent, W.  Frank  Shove  recording  secretary, 
and  Enoch  J.  French  treasurer.  Mr.  Jack- 
son 'was  succeeded  in  1891  by  Rev.  Percy  S. 
Grant,  -who  held  office  till  the  fall  of  1S9;1, 
when  'he  resigned  to  remove  to  New  York. 
A  movement  to  raise  funds  for  a  building 
was  started  at  this  lime,  and  about  $19,000 
paid  in,  with  which  the  site  of  the  present 
Iniilding  was  purchased. 

The  home  of  the  association  from  1888  till 
1895  was  in  the  Slade  house,  so-call- 
ed, at  the  corner  of  Elm  and  North 
^lain  streets,  generously  contributed  rent 
free  by  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Young.  The 
selection  of  the  site  of  this  structure 
for  the  new  i)ublic  library  building 
made  removal  necessary  and  the  store- 
room on  the  southeast  corner  of  North 
Main  and  Pine  streets  was  occupied  till  the 
old  house  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  building  could  be  renovated  and 
made  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  fall  of 
1S9(;. 

Shortly  after  enlei'ing  this  liuilding  .Mr.  W. 
D.  Fellows,  of  lOrie,  T'a.,  was  engaged  as 
general  secretar.\',  and  his  coming  to  the 
city  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  era 
for  the  Association.  He  was  a  man  of  mag- 
netic personality,  rare  exectitive  and  busi- 
ness ability,  combined  with  unusual  spirit- 
ual gifts,  and  under  his  administration  the 
.'Association  gathered  fresh  impetus.  Mr.  Fel- 
lows was  ail)ly  assisl(;d  during  this  crucial 
period  by  .Mr.  Arllnir  Rudinan,  (who  i-esigncd 
in  190-1  to  accept  a  position  in  the  work  at 
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Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  under  Ihe  Inter- 
naiional  ('t)niniillee. 

A  iiiiiasinm  was  erected  in  lSi)C,  and  in 
April,  i;mi(|_  the  building-  fund  lor  the  present 
.siriiciure  was  started  with  a  gift  of  $l(i,0(i(). 
Oilur  com rihutions  hi'onght,  the  fund  up  to 
ahouL  $7r,(iii(i,  an<l  work  was  begun  in  the 
spring  of  ]|iui.  The  cornerstone  was  laid 
September  21  of  that  year,  and  the  build- 
ing dedicated  April  19,  IDOo,  with  addresses 
by  prominent  city  officials  and  others. 

It  is  a  handsome  four-story  structure  of 
hammered  I''all  iliver  granite  and  gray 
Itomaii  lirick.  with  a  frontage  of  SO  feet  on 
North  Main  sired  and  a  depth  ranging  from 


sachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  The  third 
lloor  front  contains  a  kitchiMi  with  modern 
accessories,  and  dining  room,  and  the  fourth 
lloor  is  given  up  to  dormitories,  from  which 
an  annual  income  of  over  $:;,0U0  is  derived. 
The  basement  of  Ihe  combim.'d  .si  met  u re 
c<jntains  separate  lavatories  and  locker 
rooms  for  junior  and  senior  departments, 
swimming  i)ool  and  bowling  alleys,  and  a 
photographic  dark  room. 

The  buililing  proper  cost  $!Hi,(i(io,  and  with 
the  connecting  gymnasium  and  the  land 
represents  an  investment  of  $12r),()i)(i.  As 
a  result  of  a  special  effort  early  in  iKiMi  the 
property  is  free  from  debt. 


Y.  M.  C.  A.  Buildini? 


75  feet  on  Fine  street  to  S7  feet  on  the 
i.orth.  The  front  elevation  is  an  American 
modification  of  the  French  Renaissance 
style  and  most  attractive.  The  building  is 
handsomely  finished,  with  a  large  reception 
room,  reading  and  game  rooms,  and  a  small 
hall  on  the  first  floor. 

A  pretty  auditorium,  with  a  seating  ca- 
pacity of  5-18,  occupies  the  east  half  of  the 
second  and  third  floors.  This  is  called  Rem- 
ington Hall,  in  memory  of  Robert  K.  Rem- 
in.gton,  whose  widow  was  a  large  donor  to 
the  ibuilding  fund.  It  contains  an  excel- 
lent portrait  in  oil  of  Mr.  Remington.  The 
west  half  of  the  second  floor  is  given  up  to 
the  boys'  work,  with  comfortable  and  cosy 
(luarters.  The  Association  has  the  largest 
boys'  department  in  the  two  States  of  ^las- 


The  Association  now  has  1,054  regular 
members  and  232  contributing  non-members, 
and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  doing 
an  excellent  woric  among  the  young  men  of 
the  city.  Andrew  .1:  Jennings  is  president, 
having  succeeded  Mr.  Grant  in  1S93.  The 
other  officers  are:  Leonard  N.  Slade,  vice- 
president;  Charles  D.  Buflinton,  treasurer; 
Ralph  B.  Smith,  recording  secretary. 

The  secretaries  have  been:  George  M. 
Stowell,  1SS9-91:  A.  N.  Lowe,  1891-9G;  W.  D. 
Fellows,  1897-1905;  D.  M.  Spence,  since  1905. 
Associated  with  ^Mr.  Si>ence  on  the  execu- 
tive force  are  Ernest  P.  Conlon,  assistant 
secretary;  William  J.  Davison,  physical 
director;  George  L.  At  wood,  assistant  ph.v- 
sical  director,  and  .John  H.  Piper,  boys'  work 
director. 
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TlU'  WuiiH-n's  liiiion  was  started  late  in 
IS';;;,  mnl  on  Decemliei'  15  openeil  a  rcjdin 
in  tile  Tmy  Haihlin^,  wlicre  working  women 
niighl  cuhii;  lor  eiijuy iiuuit  and  assistance. 
.Mrs.  A.  ti.  llai  t  was  I  lie  lirsl  iiresident.  A 
sewing  seln)()l  was  liegiin  in  iNT'.i,  anil  in 
ISSI!  the  rooms  ()\'er  the  LUijon  mill  office 
were  oflered  and  have  since  Ijeen  used. 
Classes  in  milliner.s',  dressmaking,  cooking, 
etc.,  liavi'  hi-eii  successfully  carried  on.  A 
daj-  nursery  was  estaljlished  December  'M, 
ISMl,  Inn  discontinued  after  two  \ears.  In 
INNT  the  I'nion  was  incorpoi-ated.  The  Work- 
ing dirls'  C'lul),  wliirh  now  has  a  niember- 
sliip  of  I'du  and  is  ihc  largesi  of  its  kind 
in  the  State,  was  formed  in  1SII1,  and  has 
alwa.Ns  been  sell-snppiHting.  I'p  to  ISUo  the 
Pleasant  street  I'oonis  were  oiiened  certain 
cNcnings  in  eacli  wvvk — since  then  they 
liinc  been  open  evei\'  wt/eU  day  evening 
from  Oclober  lo  .lune,  foui'  ev(  nings  being 
de\'oted  to  the  \\'oi'l<ing  (iirls'  t'lnb  and  two 
to  the  llaiipy  tJirls'  Clul).  October  I  I,  ISDO, 
the  Honu.'  on  Pine  street  was  oiiened.  These 
rooms  were  furnished  by  various  societies 
and  have  been  kepi  under  the  supervision 
of  a  resident  matron. 

'JMie  Industrial  iOxchange  was  opened  De- 
comber  1,  ISfii;.  and  has  been  self-supporting 
except  that  the  Union  has  provided  rooms, 
ri'Ut  free,  in  the  Pine  street  home.  In  iyt)4 
a  lot  of  land  on  Rock  street,  corner  of  Frank- 
lin street,  was  ])resented  to  the  TTnion,  and 
upon  this  lot  it  is  intended  to  erect  a  build- 
ing suitable  for  its  various  needs,  including 
a  I'eailin.g  room  and  reception  oi'  waiting 
room,  where  ai\y  woman  tfrom  in  town  or 
out  of  town)  may  find  a  convenient  and 
comfortable  resting  place.  A  committee 
was  ai)i)ointe(l  to  devise  means  for  raising 
the  desired  amount  of  $r)ii,tH)(»,  and  circu- 
lai'B  wert'  issued  in  October,  lOnf).  During 
the  next  three  months  more  than  lialf  that 
amount  was  pled.ged,  and  it  is  now  hoped 
that  Fall  River  may  soon  see  the  Women's 
Union  estal)lished  in  its  own  home. 

The  Home  for  Aged  People,  which  now 
occupies  a  handsome  l)rick  building  on 
Highland  avenue,  providing  a  comforta^ble 
home  for  between  25  and  'M  persons  of  ad- 
vanced years,  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  move- 
ment begun  in  1S!I1  by  John  D.  Flint,  John 
S.  Rrayton,  Hon.  Milton  Reed,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Almy,  Mrs.  Charles  Durfee.  Mrs.  David  M. 
Anthony,  Mrs.  .John  11.  Boone,  Miss  A.  B. 
Wrighlington,  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Adams  and 
others.  The  old  Lcland  house,  on  High 
street,  was  rented  f(jr  the  first  home.  The 


late  Robert  Adams  gave  a  lot  on  Highland 
avenue  as  the  site  tor  a  ni'W  building,  and 
an  active  canvass  for  money  to  iiay  I  lie  cost 
of  erecting  a  structui-e,  aided  b>'  a  gift  of 
;fi.'e(Hi()  Irom  M.  C.  1).  liordeu,  juslilied  the 
beginning  of  work  in  the  latter  pan  of  Oe- 
toijer,  1!S!)G.  The  structure,  whicdi  is  of  brick, 
TtlMi  l>y  •'"'Vz  fi.'et,  was  comiileted  at  a  cost 
of  $11, (Hid  and  dedicated  in  March,  l.s:).S. 
Various  individuals,  churelu  s  and  societies 
furnished  the  ibuildin.g,  wliie'h  has  a  com- 
manding view,  is  finislied  in  wliitewood  and 
Ntu'th  Carolina  pine  and  excellently  arrangeil 
for  its  purpose.  As  a  result  of  numerous 
legacies  it  now  has  invi-sted  funds  amount- 
ing to  about  $5ri,uiiu.  The  present  officers 
are:  Prt.'sident,  ,lo!in  1).  flint;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Milton  Reed  and  .Mrs.  IJ.  M.  Antlnmy; 
Secretary,  Miss  A.  B.  Wright ington ;  Treas- 
urer, Edward  S.  Adams. 

The  Boys'  Club  of  f^all  River  was  organ- 
ize.l  I'-ebruary  1,  IS'.iu.  'I'lie  first  impulse  for 
its  formation  came  from  Rev.  J(din  C.  Col- 
lins, rei)resenting  the  Christian  Workers' 
Association  of  New  Haven.  The  late  Rev. 
Edwin  A.  Buck  was  a  prime  nuiver  in  the 
organization.  Local  citizens  took  hold  ef 
the  work  with  heart  and  scjul,  and  from  that 
time  to  tile  present  intei'est  and  faith  have 
never  faltered  and  the  (dul)  has  steailily 
grown,  until  now  it  ranks  with  the  highest 
in  efhciency,  power  and  progress.  The  first 
home  of  the  club  was  on  Third  street — one 
room,  with  a  piano,  a  few  tables  and  bench- 
es, several  mottoes  on  the  wall,  were  its 
only  adornment.  A  corner  was  railed  off 
for  a  toilet  room,  with  two  tin  hand  basins 
and  a  roller  towel.  A  book  case  filled  with 
books  occupied  another  corner.  This  was 
the  beginning,  and  yet  the  boys  came,  were 
haijpily  entertained,  and  thought  the  two 
hours  spent  in  the  room  in  the  evening 
passed  altogether  too  quickly.  In  less  than 
a  year  tlie  club  outgrew  this  home,  and 
rooms  in  Vermont  Block,  Pocasset  street, 
were  procured  and  occupied.  *  The  present 
building  was  given  by  M.  C.  D.  Borden, 
of  New  York,  a  native  of  Fall  River,  and 
was  deilicated  January  12,  1S98. 

It  has  indeed  been  to  the  members  of  the 
cl\ib  a  true  home  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  and  the  boys  take  the  greatest  priile 
in  keeping  it  without  mar  or  disfiguration. 
Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Borden  the 
club  has  been  able  to  extend  its  i)rivileges 
to  otiher  organizations,  and  to  young  men 
who  have  long  needed  the  influence  of  such 
a  place,  where  they  could  spend  their  even- 
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ins^s.  Mr.  Borden  has  watched  the  work 
grow  with  unabiiltMl  inlere&l,  and  is  at  tliL' 
Ijre.senl  lime  enlarging  the  worlc  by  erecting 
and  giving  to  tlie  club  anotlier  building, 
connecting  in  tin;  rear  and  facing  I'ocasset 
Ktreel,  wliioli  will  be  largc.'r  than  the  iircsent 
Hirnclnre  and  adapted  in  every  department 
to  the  needs  of  these  older  bo.\'s.  'I'lie  old 
adage  "Tall  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow" 
is  illustrated  in  the  Roys'  Club  of  Fall  River. 

The  exterior  of  both  of  these  buildings  is 
llre-llashed  buff  ibrick,  with  brown  stone 
trimmings.  The  one  now  occupie<l  is  Ito  feet 
long,  with  a  depth  of  75  feet.  On  the  grounil 
IhKir  is  a  liall,  with  seating  capacity  of  5u("i. 
A    liliraiy.   gyninasiutn,   reading   room  and 


towards  the  club,  and  was  always  ready  lo 
sanction  any  plan  ilial  would  lead  lo  the 
l:/rnuiiion  of  higli  i)rincii)les  an, I  noble  (diar- 
arler  in  an,\-  of  its  memliers. 

The  suiierinlemleni ,  Thomas  t'liew,  has 
been  wiih  tin.'  clul)  since  its  formal  ion,  and 
it  is  owing  lai-.gcl,\-  to  his  iinrt'inil  t  iiig  labors, 
/.eal,  forel  bought  and  tact  tliar  the  club 
holds  its  presi^ni  position  in  the  community 
and  country. 

The  club  was  incorporated  in  INDii.  Tlie 
present  ofhcei-s  and  ilireclors  nf  t!ie  chib 
are:  George  A.  Chace,  |)reslilenl;  .lohn  \>. 
Flint,  vicc-inx'Sident ;  James  W.  r.i'iici.', 
treasurer;  Harriet  H.  lirayton,  secrelarv 
(the  presideni,  \'ice.i)residenl  and  secrt'lar\- 


Cr.ildrcn'.s  Home,  corner  W.llnut  .\nd  Rcbccoii  Stre 


office,  all  finished  in  oak.  The  second  story 
nas  four  class  rooms.  'I'he  third  story  is 
the  home  of  the  superintendent,  with  a  large 
game  room.  In  the  basement  are  to  be 
found  a  swimming  pool,  bowling  alleys  and 
bathing  facilities. 

Tlie  extension  will  be  feet  long  and 
have  an  average  width  of  (!5  feet.  The  gym- 
nasium will  have  an  area  of  9,000  square 
feet  and.  be  22  feet  high,  with  no  columns. 
I'here  will  be  28  shower  baths,  a  kitchc^i, 
dining  room  and  many  other  special  fea- 
tures. 

The  membership  of  the  chib  is  l.SOO. 

The  late  Rev.  ISdwin  A.  Buck  was  the  first 
president  of  the  club,  and  retained  the  office 
until  his  death,  March  10,  1903  (thirteen 
years).    Mr.  Buck  held  a  parental  feeling 


were  charier  members);  Richard  .).  Thomp- 
son, M.  U.,  Cornelius  S.  (Jreene,  .Mrs.  10.  H. 
B.  Brow,  Mrs.  .lelT.  rsou  lUn-den,  Mrs.  .James 
Osborn. 

In  1890  George  \V.»Dcan  gave  to  the  club 
the  Dean  farm,  in  Freetown.  Many  of  the 
members  go  there  in  summer  for  a  two 
weeks'  outing. 

With  the  superintendent  to  lead  on,  the 
club  cannot  litit  always  be  one  of  the  l)ea- 
con  lights  in  the  history  of  the  city. 

The  Children's  Home  of  Fall  Iliver,  which 
now  cares  for  about  SO  boys  and  girls,  59 
in  its  building  at  the  Cf)rner  of  Robeson  anil 
Walnut  streets  and  21  in  private  homes, 
ami  by  its  last  annual  report  had  sheltei'eil 
fi,S.5  cliildi'en  since  its  foundation  in  April, 
1873,  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legisia- 
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lure,  alluwiim  I  ho  Fall  River  Orpliaiib'  Asy- 
luin  ami  tiio  Cliililiun'.s  I'^ricinl  Sucict.S'  lo 
iiiiiie  anil  const  it  ill  f  ono  ctn'iiin  ai  iun. 

'riiuiiias  .1.  Honh  n  was  lln;  lirsL  ])reKi- 
(k  nt,  'riiiiiiias  ]■'.  ami  l>r.  .J.  L.  Clarku 

V icc-prcshk'iii s,  .Idliii  t".  llaildncU  si^'cn't aiy , 
ami  Saniiicl  U.  Itiillinldii  Iruasuri-T.  'JMio 
hoard  oT  inaiianci's  was  (.■oniiiost'.l  ol'  pronii- 
ni.'iii  ami  inllm'ntial  piii|ilo  who  rrco,i;ni/.'-'il 
IIk'  iiffc'ssiiy  of  cliaiiiahli'  work,  aiul  who 
wi'iX'  willing  to  lU'Voli-  IhonKSelvc's  to  allevi- 
alin^  ll:slr^■^s  ami  iiiisloriinu'  in  I'^.ill  River. 

A  Iraci  of  lami  :".iio  U:i:i  siiuare  was  uur- 
eliaseil,  ami  a  suhstam  iul  I'rame  linililin^; 
was  ei'ccted  al  a  cost  oT  $  I  ii.ii  I  S.L'i;,  ami  deili 
calcd  to  its  W{>rk  on  February  1!7,  1874. 

It  was  iiecrssary  lo  mort.naKe  llie  prop- 
erty, ami  for  many  year's  it  was  a  slniKgle 
t'j  inei'i  obligations. 

In  Simeon  U.  Chase  and  George  H. 

Ilawes  f(di  Hku  it  was  linie  tliaf  sonic  I'f- 
forl  sli:iii!d  be  madi'  lo  liquidate  the  indebt- 
tdness  so  as  to  put  llie  Home  on  a  substan- 
tial flnaiioial  basks.  Siibscrii)tions  were 
solicited  and  nearly  $li;.(iiiO  was  obtained, 
and  all  indebtedness  caiicedled. 

In  issa  Jolin  M.  Hryan  donateil  $1,000, 
whicli  was  the  l)eginniii.i;'  of  tlie  permaneiit 
fund,  now  amounting  to  $8:!, 377. 52.  The  in- 
come from  the  luvestmont  of  tliis  fund  pro- 
vides money  whicli  i)iiys  about  one-half  the 
iinniia!  expenses.  The  ri^st  of  the  ivioney 
necessary  to  maintain  the  Home  is  derived 
from  the  board  of  some  of  the  children,  and 
from  'the  annual  coni  ribiiit  ions  from  the 
churches  at  Thanksgi vini;-.  The  home  was 
full  all  of  the  time,  and  if  soon  became  ap- 
parent lliat  lar,i;er  accommodations  were 
necessary.  At  the  siiKgeslion  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
B.  Chace,  widow  of  l^dmund  Chace,  sli'i)s 
were  taken  to  interest  the  people  of  Fall 
River  \o  furnish  the  means  to  build  a  new 
brick  building,  wliich  resiilteil  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  present  home  l)uildin,g,  dedi<'aled 
May  20,  1895.  Tills  building  cost  $2:!,i»00, 
the  greater  i)art  of  which  was  generously 
given  liy  Mrs.  Chace,  who  had  keen  a  mem- 
Vier  of  llie  original  board  of  mana.gers,  and 
hail  always  taken  great  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare  of  the  Children's  Home,  and  was  con- 
versant with  its  needs. 

Thomas  .1.  TSorden,  the  first  president,  was 
succeedeil  in  Octolier,  187-1,  by  Thomas  F. 
Eddy,  who  held  tin-  oflice  of  jircsidenf  until 
Octoker,  1S7G,  when  Dr.  .lames  M.  Aldrich 
was  elected.  Dr.  Aldrich  resigned  in  1SS9 
on  account  of  failing  health,  and  was  suc- 


ceeik'd  k.\-  the  pi'est'iit  incumbent,  Naihani.d 
li.  liorden. 

The  i)i  ('seiit  ollicei  s  are  as  lollows:  I'li.'si- 
deiil,  Xaihaniel  li.  lionk'u;  Vice-rresidenl s, 
Rokeil  T.  Davis,  Cliark's  IS.  Cook,  Oliver  S. 
Ila.wis  ami  Airs.  William  lieallie;  Treasurer, 
lienjamiu  H.  C.  (iilTord;  (,'oi  res|)(jnding  Sec- 
re'iar,\',  Miss  L.ydia  H.  Read;  Recordiii.g  S>'o- 
ritary.  Miss  Ellen  M.  Shove. 

The  Deaconess  Home  was  founded  large- 
ly- through  t!ie  I'll'oris  and  keiudacl ions  of 
.kdiii  1).  k'liiit,  who,  becoming  impressed 
Willi  the  value  of  iIk.'  work,  about  1888  em- 
ployed Miss  l'2mma  Ross  as  a  city  iiiission- 
ar.\'.  Her  reiioits  were  so  (;ncouraging  that 
a  meeting  of  reiireseul atives  of  all  the  iMeth- 
odist  Churches  in  the  city  was  called  Deceni- 
ker  21,  1 S92,  and  tile  following  year  a  cor- 
|)oraiioii  was  formed.  .Mr.  Flint  gave  $10,- 
(Miii  as  an  endow  iiieni ,  and  in  1891  the  Heii- 
janiin  Covel  estate,  on  Second  street,  was 
purchased  for  the  heaikiuaitt.'i-s  of  the  worli. 

The  Salvation  Army,  whose  work  now  has 
ihe  respect  and  assistance  of  all,  was  kegiiii 
liere  November  ;;,  188:;,  wlieii  Captain  and 
.Mrs.  Hulmes  came  to  this  city  to  inaugurate 
ii  at  the  request  of  William  Brooks,  a  local 
citi/.en  ;who  had  lieen  a  iiieniher  of  the  army 
ln'fore  t  migrating  from  iMigland.  The  lirst 
i|iiarlers  were  in  tlie  old  opera  house  in 
Court  Square,  where  it  remained  11  years, 
removing  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Pleas- 
ant and  Third  streets  and  subsequently  to 
othe-r  rooms,  till  in  Novemlier,  1903,  it  occu- 
pied its  present  citadel  on  Bedford  street, 
which  had  erected  for  its  work.  This  is  a 
brick  kiiilding  wiili  a  coniinodious  hall  on 
the  fust  lloor,  ami  on  the  second  a  dormi- 
tory with  :;i  keds,  shower  kaths  and  reading 
i-ooiiis.  A  salvage  depart nieiil  has  also  keen 
I'slaklished  and  a  krass  kaiid  of  22  pie(;es 
organized.    The  inenrkership  is  now  125. 

The  Young  Men's  Irisli-American  Catho- 
lic Total  Akslinence  and  Benevolent  So- 
ciety was  formed  .laniiary  28„1872,  as  the 
result  of  the  idTorls  of  I'atrick  E.  Foley,  Dan- 
iel Downing,  Timothy  Harrington  and  Franlc 
O'Brien.  Its  first  (luarters  were  in  the  Con- 
cert Hall  kuilding  on  Pleasant  street,  from 
wliich  it  removed  to  ^Mayliew  TIall  on  August 
10.  Carrolton  Hall,  the  next  home,  was  oc- 
cupied from  May,  1877  to  1895,  when  the 
Quinn,  Woodland  Co.  kuilding.  the  D.  D. 
Sullivan  Imilding  and  St.  .lohn's  Hall  were 
occupied  iwithin  a  few  months.  Work  on 
tlie  kuilding  on  Anawan  street,  now  occu- 
pied by  the  society,  was  begun  .Tuly  31. 
1S95,  and  the  structure  dedicated  January 
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27,  189G.  It  is  of  red  brick,  witlr  butf  bride 
and  lerra  cuUii  Irininiiiigs  liiiislu'd  in  Nortii 
Carulina  pine,  wiHi  library,  snioUing  and 
lounging  rooms  and  a  liall  (il  feet  siinare.  Us 
cost,  Willi  furniture,  was  The  Irish- 

American  tiiiards  and  a  drum  corps  were  or- 
ganized in  ISSl),  and  an  auxiliary,  the  Woni- 
ei 's  Catholic  Associates,  in  1892.  F.  A. 
O'Brien  was  the  lirst  president,  and  among 
his  early  successors  were  Marcus  l^eonard, 
Patrick  E.  Foley,  Thomas  F.  Cunueen,  P.  M. 
McGlynn,  P.  H.  Baldwin,  Edward  F.  Murphy, 
AugiisUis  P.  tiorman,  John  H.  Carroll, 
.lames  F.  Manning,  Michael  H.  Connelly, 
Thomas  Donohue,  .John  Casey  and  Daniel  J. 
Harrington.  The  present  officers  (April, 
lilOGj  are:  President,  .lames  Fagan ;  V,V'e- 
President,  Thomas  Fitzpatrick;  Recording 
Secretary,  Frank  L.  Coyle;  Corresponiling 
Secretary,  Thomas  Geary;  Treasurer,  Ber- 
nard F.  Holieriy;  Financial  Secretary, 
.lames  M.  .Manning;  Assistant,  .John  H. 
.Murphy.    Tlie  membership  is  51U. 

The  .Masonic  societies  are  represented  by 
.Mount  Hope  Lodge,  instituted  December  S, 
1,S24;  Narragansett  and  King  Philip  Lodges, 
Fall  River  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Fall  River 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  God- 
frey De  Bouillon  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar  and  the  Purple  Consulate.  The 
order  is  making  great  advances  in  member- 
ship and  has  a  comfortable  hall  on  Frank- 
lin street. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
has  four  lodges — IMount  Hope,  dating  from 
March  5,  1815;  Friendly  Union,  from  Sep- 
tember .5,  lS7:i;  Loyal  Unity,  from  June  -J, 
LS81,  and  Fall  River,  from  December  1,  1S'.)2. 
.Metacomet  Encampment  was  instituted  in 
1S47.  These  are  supplemented  by  Canton 
Beard,  Patriarchs  Militant,  Loyal  Puritan 
and  Olive  Branch  lodges,  Manchester  Unity, 
the  United  Sisters,  I.  O.  O.  L.,  .M,  U.,  and 
Hiawatha  and  Minnehaha  lodges,  D.  of  R. 

The  Knights  of  Pythias  have  seven  lodges 
— Mount  Vernon,  Anawan,  Puritan,  Lafay- 
ette, Pocasset,  Star  and  E.xcelsior — and  two 
sections  of  endowment  rank.  The  Rathbone 
Sisters  have  two  temples — Damon  and  Rath- 
bone.  • 

The  English  are  well  represented  in  the 
four  lodges  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George — 
Livingstone,  U.  S.  Grant,  Bonnie  Red  Rose 
and  Cromwell — and  the  TTniformed  Rank, 
Napier  Commandei-y.  The  Daughters  of  St. 
George  have  two  lodges — Britannia  and 
Primrose. 

The  Foresters  have  a  large  representa- 


tion here  in  courts  We'll  Try,  Liltlejohii, 
tJuod  Samarium,  I'l'ogiess,  Benevolence,  On- 
ward, Victory,  Jtochambeau;  Court  J^ady 
of  Victory,  of  the  .Massachusetts  Catholic 
Order  of  I<\Mesteis ;  Courts  Work  and  Win, 
Robin  Hood,  and  a  juvenile  court  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Foresters,  and  Courts  Sau- 
vat,  Notre  Dame  and  St.  Ann  of  the  Catholic 
ortler.  'i'here  is  also  an  organization  of  the 
Companions  of  the  Forest. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  have 
five  divisions,  laiown  as  Nos.  1,  G,  11,  11  and 
IG. 

In  addition  to  these  many  others  could  l)e 
named,  including  Pocasset  Council  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  its  ladies'  auxiliary; 
the  Weetamoe  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star;  Fall  River  Commandery  of 
the  United  Order  of  the  Golden  Star;  Har- 
mony Lodge,  Order  of  Brith  Abraham; 
Mount  Hope,  Puritan  and  Volunteer  Colo- 
nies of  the  United  Order  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers;  Troy,  Fall  lUver  and  Priscilla 
lodges  of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protec- 
tion; Fall  River  and  Quequechan  Conclaves 
of  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  and 
Pilgrim  and  Plymouth  lodges  of  the  United 
W'orkmen. 

Fi'om  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  until  1S7G 
Fall  River  had  two  companies  of  militia, 
known  as  B  and  D,  of  the  Third  Regiment, 
but  they  were  disbanded  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  militia  in  t'hat  year.  In  Novem- 
ber, LS7S,  a  petition  for  a  new  company  was 
circulated  and  granted  by  the  Governor.  On 
November  29  an  order  was  issued  for  S-ierra 
L.  Braley  to  recruit  a  company  to  be  at- 
taclied  to  the  First  Regiment,  'SI.  V.  M.,  and 
known  as  Company  ]M.  The  rolls  were 
opened  December  5  and  sent  to  Boston  the 
folloiwing  day  with  57  names.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  what  was  afterward  known  .is 
Battery  .M,  and  now  as  the  Twelfth  Com- 
pany, Corps  of  Coast  Artillery,  M.  V.  M. 

The  company  was  mustered  in  December 
12,  and  on  December  17  elected  Sierra  L. 
Braley  captain,  V.  O.  Sayward  first  lieuten- 
ant and  Charles  E.  Tetlow  second  lieuten- 
ant. Arms  were  received  in  April,  ami  on 
May  30,  the  new  organization  made  its  first 
public  appearance,  as  escort  to  Post  40, 
G.  A.  R.  Since  then  it  has  taken  part  in  all 
tours  of  duty  performed  by  the  regiment. 
U  attended  the  funeral  of  General  Grant  in 
1885,  the  Philadelphia  celebration  in  1887, 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Providence  in  ISSG,  the  McKinley  inaugural 
parade  in  1901,  and  was  stationed  at  Fort 


138 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


Orc'l)lo  (liuiiii;  the  joint  army  and  navy 
iiianot  in  re.s  in  l!tii2.  It  lias  an  enviable  rec- 
unl  for  fllicii'iicy,  ilisciiilino  and  attendance 
al  drills. 

On  the  251  h  ot  April,  ISHS,  the  day  war 
was  cU'clared  willi  Spain.  Caplain  Hialey  re- 
ceived ordi  IS  lo  "asseiiible  liis  coniinand 
and  await  further  orders."  In  one  hour  the 
men  were  assenihled,  liad  answered  t.ie  roll- 
call  and  weie  armed  and  eipiiiiped  to  aiisvver 
the  call  of  the  I'lesiileiil.  I']arly  Ih,-  nexl 
day  it  was  on  its  way  lo  Fort  Warren,  where 
it  was  miistt  red  inlu  the  Uniled  States  ser- 
vice foi-  two  years,  on  .May  'J.  a  part  of  the 
first  volunteer  regiineiu  in  the  cotinlry  to 
be  mustered  in.  It  served  there  under 
.Major  .lames  A.  Krye  until  Sipteinber  10, 
when  it  went  lo  South  FramiULjham  to  he 
mustered  out.  A  fuiioimh  was  j^rante.l  Octo- 
ber 5,  ami  the  federal  duly  ended  November 
1  1. 

i{y  act  of  the  Lej^islat me  the  re.ijiment  lo 
which  the  company  belon.^ed  was  changed 
to  the  Heavy  Artillery  .lune  1,  181)7,  and 
Conipanx  .M  became  liatlery  .M.  In  acconl- 
ance  with  the  statutes  of  l!hi.'>  it  a^sulned 
its  pi-esetit  title  November  1,  l',)(i5. 

Captain  liraley  resinned  .Ianiiar\-  1,  ISItl), 
and  on  Febiuar.\-  1  I  was  succei'ded  \ty  Cai)- 
lain  David  I''iilkr,  ilie  prc!sent  commanding 
officer.  W'-illiaiii  .1.  Meel<  is  first  lieutenant, 
ami  Marry  \V.  Slcinner  second  lieutenant. 
Others  than  thost'  named  iwho  have  been 
lieutenants  are  .lames  V.  .lackson,  Charles 
B.  Woodman,  John  11  .Miinioe,  Horace  E. 
Whilney,  \\':ilter  F.  liorden  and  Frel  W. 
Harrison. 

Comi)aiiy  F,  Naval  Hri.gade,  was  formed 
Septenibei  ISO,  ]S!)2,  iin.ler  (ieneral  Orders 
No.  1"),  of  SPi)teniber  2(i,  in  accorilanco  with 
an  act  of  the  legislature  allowing  the  form- 
ing of  four  comiianies  as  the  Second  Hat- 
lalion.  Comiianies  were  also  formeil  at  the 
same  time  in  F^all  liiver,  New  Bedford  and 
Lynn,  .lohn  T).  .Munroe  was  the  first  lieu- 
tenant chief  of  coniiiany,  with  Nathan  Diir- 
fee  and  William  B.  Edgar  lieutenanls.  junior 
grade,  and  Richard  P.  Bonlen  and  W.  C. 
Wetherell,  ensigns.  Mr.  Munroe  retired 
December  11,  IS'Jf,  with  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant commander.  He  was  succeeiled  by  Wil- 
Mam  B.  T^dgar,  who  served  till  his  resig- 
nation December  2t,  LS97.  O.eor.go  R.  H. 
Biilfinton.  Mr.  Edgar's  sticccssor,  was 
elected  li(  iilenant  commander  and  was  f(jl- 
lowed  by  William  H.  lieiiltie  ,Inne  -1,  1900, 
and  by  Milton  I.  Deane  March  IH,  1904.  The 
latter  resigned  December  4,  1905,  to  become 


paymaster  on  the  staff,  and  since  then  .John 
'!'.  Nelson,  lieutenant,  junior  gi-adt-,  lias  teen 
acting  chief  of  coiupaiiy,  wiili  .lolin  .\1. 
Young,  Jr.,  ensign. 

Company  1  was  foriiKd  as  a  reserve  corn- 
pan}'  .May  25,  ISlis,  at  (be  o^ltllreal^  of  ilie 
war  with  Spain,  and  was  one  oi  fdui-  euin: 
paniies  organized  at  tliis  time.  William  I!., 
Ldgar,  who  heailed  t'.ic  pi'litioii  for  the  com- 
pan.\',  was  elected  lieuleiiaiii,  chief  of  coiii- 
ptiny,  Willi  Ricliard  1'.  liorik'ii  lieiilenanl, 
junior  grade,  and  Ceorge  W.  I'almer  ensign. 
,Mr.  Eilgar  resigned  November  u,  ISDlt,  and 
was  succeeded  liy  Richard  P.  Borden  till 
February  8,  I'.Kil,  ami  by  William  M.  Obi- 
ing  till  Noveml)(.r  11,  i;iiil.  Since  then  the 
Cl>^nl)an.^■  has  been  in  charge  of  Minor  W. 
Wilco.x,  lieutenant,  junior  grade.  Charles  A. 
MacDonald  is  ensign. 

Company  I  as  a  wlujle  was  not  called  iiiio 
active  service  during  tlie  war  with  Spain. 
I)iit  tile  men  of  Co:iipan.\'  I'''  served  on  the 
Lehigh  and  Piairie,  and  in  sdiiie  cases  were 
detached  for  duty  dii  other  vessels.  The 
Sigmil  Corps  was  also  called  out. 

The  Prairie  detachment,  which  numbered 
about  ;;u  men,  were  a  part  of  the  tirst  detail 
of  the  naval  brigade  to  resjiond  to  the  Pres- 
ident's call  for  men,  ami  reported  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  at  9  o'chK'k  Suiuhiy 
morning,  April  21,  ixiis,  in  response  lo  an 
order  from  Theodin'e  Riiose\'eIt,  then  As- 
sistant Secretar\-  of  the  Navy,  the  day  be- 
fore, receiveil  here  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
2o.  and  now  preserved  at  headiinarters.  The 
Prairie  served  first  on  patrol  duty,  and 
about  July  1  was  transferreil  to  Cuban  and 
Porto  Ricoan  waters,  whei-e  it  went  on  the 
blockade.  One  number  tin'  company, 
Lynwood  French,  died  of  disease  during  the 
conllict.  'i'he  Lehigh  wa-,  attached  to  the 
Northern  Atlantic  iialrol  lleet. 

Headquarters  and  the  Signal  Corps  were 
brought  here  on  ihi'  election  of  .Mr.  liiitliii- 
ton  as  lieutenant  commander,  in  19iiO. 

THE  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

Richard  Borden  Post  No.  Ill,  G.  A.  IL, 
was  organized  January  22,  ISOS,  and  reached 
its  greatest  membership — 194 — in  1S95.  This 
has  now  fallen  to  210.  The  list  (d'  past 
commanders  includes  I'^rank  McfJraw,  .lolin 
H.  Abbott,  Joseph  l-Iai'iison,  John  M.  Deane 
and  Amos  M.  Jackson.. 

The  oiriccrs  for  19ii(;  are:  Commander, 
John  Gilbert;  Seni(n'  \'ice  Commander, 
Joseph   Bowers;    Junior    \'ice  Commander, 
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George  Hanson;  Adjutant,  F.  H.  Channell; 
Qnarterniaster,  Eihvaril  Hague;  Ollicer  (jf 
Day,  Cilhert  Arnold;  Ollicer  of  Cuard, 
James  Hohhousc ;  Chaplain,  Albert  S. 
Palmer;  Surgeon,  Charles  M.  S.  tJerry; 
Sergeant  Major,  Itobert  Fielden;  Cjuarter- 
niaster  Sergeant,  William  McLane. 

The  present  handsome  armory,  of  Fall 
Tiiver  granite,  was  com-pleted  in  IN'.IT.  It 
contains  on  the  first  flix)r  rooms  for  the 
'rwclflh  Comiiany,  and  another  when 
neeiled,  as  well  as  a  drill  hall,  loUxTf).  The 
quarters  of  Companies  F  and  I,  Naval  Bri- 
gade, are  on  the  second  floor,  rooms  for 
two  oilier.-,  on  the  third,  and  a  gymnasium 
on  the  fouiih.  Land  owned  by  the  city  on 
the  soulh  side  of  Pine  sirt'td,  opposite  Rug- 
gles  P;u-1;,  was  first  stdected  as  the  site  for 
the  structure,  but  abandoned  in  deference 
to  the  general  desire.  Prior  to  the  erection 
of  the  armory  the  militia  was  quartered  in 
a  fi'ame  building  on  Bedford  street,  and 
later  on  the  upper  floor  of  the  Cenlral  l<^n- 
gine  House.  Another  building  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Fourth  and  Pleasant  streets  was 
rented   for   Company  F. 


Fall  River  has  had  its  share  of  labor 
troubles,  some  of  tliem  extended  and  a 
severe  blow  to  the  welfare  of  the  communi- 
ty. Since  the  1S79  strike,  however,  they 
have  been  notable  for  the  orderly  behavior 
of  those  on  strike,  even  under  trying  con- 
ditions, a  fact  of  which  all  have  been  proud, 
the  sympalliizers  willi  the  mill  owners  no 
less  than  those  who  sided  with  the  opera- 
tives. 

The  first  serious  trouble  began  in  ,Inly, 
1S70,  whi^n  the  spinners  struck  in  i)rottst 
against  a  reduction.  By  August  2t  some 
of  the  men  had  returned  to  work,  and  on 
that  day  a  large  crowd  gathered  at  the  Dnr- 
fee  Mills.  The  i)olice  felt  unable  to  handle 
the  situation  and  the  fire  departmeni  was 
called  on  to  dispei'se  the  crowd  with  its 
hose.  The  two  local  military  companies 
were  called  to  their  armory  and  two  others 
i)rought  here  from  Taunton,  but  were  not 
sent  out.  The  strike,  which  had  lasted  just 
two  mfjnths,  ended  September  15,  when  the 
spinners  returned  to  work  at  the  reduction. 

The  "Great  Vacation"  began  early  in 
August,  IST.'i,  in  the  decision  of  the  opera- 
tives to  take  four  weeks'  rest,  believing  that 
a  curtailment  was  a  better  remedy  for  the 
situation  than  the  cut  in  wages  i)roposeil. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  the  manufacturers 
decided  on  another  vacation  of  equal  length. 


George  (iunlou  was  prumin(:nt  in  the  labor 
met  lings  at  this  tiiiie.  The  mills  slarled 
up  oji  SeiiteniluT  UT,  Init  re(iuired  the  op- 
t'ralives  lo  sign  an  agreement  iinl  to  belong 
to  any  labor  oi'gani/.ai  ion.  One  clause  was 
niLsunderstood  and  led  to  a  demonstration 
near  the  city  hall  ami  the  calling  out  cd' 
five  companies  of  militia,  I  wo  fj'om  this  cii.\-. 
two  from  Taimion  and  one  fi'orn  New  Bed- 
ford, who  remained  ln're  until  Saturday. 

The  strike  of  INT'.i  on  ilu;  pari  of  tlie 
spinners  for  an  advance  of  \'>  per  cent  is 
still  remembered  for  its  billi'r  spirit,  en- 
geiulered  largel>'  by  the  bringing  of  si  l  ike- 
breakers  here,  to  l)e  quartered  on  llie  pi'o|)- 
erl.\'  of  the  corjiorations.  It  was  niai'ked  by 
occasional  viokiict',  and  lasted  from  .lune 
15    to   October  and    was  nnsnccessful. 

Mr.  Gunton  was  again  iiroiiiiiii.'nt  in  lali;ir 
meetings. 

In  lS.*^f  occurred  the  "ten-mills'  strike" 
against  a  reducticjn,  which  lasted  eighteen 
weeks,  and  was  also  unsucce's.^fiil.  It  he- 
gtm  early  in  l'\liruar\'  and  affected  the  two 
Border  Cit.\-  .Mills,  the  Sagtimore  No.  1, 
the  three  Hiiion  Alills,  the  Wampanoag  No. 
1,  Tecumsidi  No.  ],  Slade  and  Chace.  These 
were  assisted  lin;inciall.\-  b.\-  tin.'  olher  mills 
during  the  strike,  and  the  idle  operatives 
leceived  aid  from  those  at  work. 

The  strike  of  ISlil  was  against  a  rL-iluc- 
tion,  and  began  as  a  "vaealion"  of  the 
operatives  Aii.gust  24.  The  sjiinners  later 
declared  a  strike,  and  returned  to  work 
Ootolu'r  (ui  a  compromise,  by  which  their 
wages  wei'e  cut  only  )ier  cent,  instead 
of  the  10  of  the  olliers.  This  was  to  be 
restoi'i'd  if  Ihe  margin  was  N,")  cents  for  tiie 
next  sixty  days.  Many  of  the  weavers  I'e- 
mained  out  till  October  lib,  when  they  ac- 
cepted the  re;liiction. 

'i'he  strilse  of  Piui  was  the  longest  and 
most  disaslrous  in  the  cil.v's  history  and  fol- 
lowed the  announcement  of  a  ^^l\'2  I'i'i'  cent, 
reduction  of  wagcj,  the  second  within  a 
year,  to  wliich  were  added  a  feeling  of  re- 
sentment at  what  was  regarded  as  high- 
handed action  on  the  iiart  of  the  nianufac- 
tui'ers  and  the  oppositi(jn  of  the  weavers  lo 
being  askeil  to  run  more  looms.  In  the 
vote  of  the  unions  on  the  strike  question, 
.Inly  21,  'three — the  weavers,  loom  fixers  and 
slasher  tenders — were  recorded  in  favor  of 
suspending  work,  and  the  carders  anrl  spin- 
ners also  showed  a  majority  in  favor  of  this 
course,  though  they  were  counted  in  oppo- 
sition because  they  did  not  ha\e  the  neces- 
sary  two-thirds   vote.     The  textile  council 
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had  recommended  acceptance  of  the  reduc- 
tion, but  as  three  of  the  live  unions  favored 
a  strilie  it  liad  no  course  l)ut  to  order  one, 
wlticli  went  into  ei'fect  .Monday,  Juiy  25.  T'lio 
stril<('  was  carried  on  till  tlie  2inh  weelc, 
wlicn,  on  .laiiuary  IS,  at  a  conference  before 
(Jovcrnor  Douglas  at  lioslon,  llie  laljor  lead- 
ers a.^reed  to  an  immediate  return  to  worlv 
at  tlie  reduction,  with  the  condition  that 
tile  Covernor  shoukl  investigate  the  situa- 
tion and  report  a  margin  on  which  a  five 
])er  cent,  dividend  should  be  i)aid  on  wages 
earned.  The  operatives  returned  to  worlc 
the  following  day,  and  on  January  21  a  re- 
duction was  announced  in  the  Fall  River 
Iron  Works,  which  had  been  kept  running 
at  the  full  scale  throughout  the  strike.  The 
strike  is  estimated  to  have  cost  the  opera- 
tives $4,,'>00,00(»  in  wages  lost.  About  $2(t(i.- 
(100  was  paid  out  in  benelits  by  the  unions, 
incduding  .f2(l,riOO  to  non-unionisi  s.  Tile 
overseers  of  the  poor  were  rushed  with  ap- 
plicants, and  considerable  sums  were  sint 
nere  from  outside  for  the  aid  of  the  striktrs. 
Several  thousand  persons  removed  from  the 
city  and  the  merchants  lost  heavily  by  the 
decline  of  trade.  Various  fruitless  confer- 
ences were  held  during  the  struggle.  At 
one  held  November  5  it  was  agreed  that  the 
books  of  the  corporations  should  be  in- 
spected by  a  committee  of  five,  consisting 
of  two  labor  men,  two  manufacturers  and 
a  fifth  man  to  be  selected  by  these  four,  to 
veiify  the  assertions  of  losses.  The  textile 
council  approved  this,  with  the  addition  that 
the  reduction  notices  be  taken  down  ami  the 
help  allowed  to  relurn  at  the  old  scale  pend- 
ing a  settlement.  This  was  refused  by  the 
nianufactuirers,  and  the  matter  dropped. 
At  a  confereiice  December  4  the  labor  lead- 
ers proi)osed  a  reduction  of  0^4  per  cent, 
for  three  months,  when  another  conference 
wa,s  to  be  held.  The  manufacturers  refused, 
and  on  December  30  the  unions  voted  on  the 
continuance  of  the  strike.  Little  change 
in  the  sentiment  was  shown  from  July. 

The  mills  were  opened  November  14  and 
ran  with  varying  success  till  the  strike  was 
declared  off  in  January.  The  entire  strug- 
gle was  marked  py  notable  good  order. 

A  strike  had  been  averted  March  17,  li)02. 
after  all  the  unions  had  voted  to  go  out, 
only  by  the  granting  of  the  advance  asked, 
to  take  effect  May  7. 

The  prices  paid  for  weaving,  on  which  the 
wages  of  all  operatives  are  based,  have  been 
changed  in  recent  years  on  the  following 
dates:   February  4,  18S4,  18.50  cents;  Janu- 


ary  18,    ISST),    in. 50;    Marcli    1,   ISSi;,   18  50 
F-'bruary  i:i,  isss,  111;  .liily  1.  js;i2,  I'.i.C; 
cember  5,  1X02,  21;  September  11,  IN!!:;,  IN; 
August    110,     ISOI,     IC;     Ainil    22,     INlK'i,  IN; 
.lanuary  1,  INIIN,  10;    T'cbriKuy  27.  ISo:!,  IS; 
December    11,    INIIO,    I'.i.No;    .May    7.  I 
21.78;    November   2:1,   lOo:;,   10. NO;    .Inly  25, 
1904,    ]7.:,!M;    October   2:!,    1005,    IN,    and'  a 
dividend  based  on  (he  margin;   .)nl\  2,  liioo, 
10. NO. 

The  profit  shaiing  system  went  into  elTe;M, 
October  21!,  10o5,  after  a  conference  of  man- 
ufacturers and  labor  secretaries.  It  was 
based  on  an  amended  form  of  what  was  a 
fair  margin  for  manufacturers  reported  i)y 
Gov.  Douglas  after  an  investigation  follow- 
ing the  strike  in  l',)04.  It  was  announced 
following  the  request  cjt  the  i)pera.ti\-es  tor 
highei'  wages,  and  aftfv  granting  an  in- 
cre:ise  to  a  basis  of  IS  cents  a  cut  for  weav- 
ing allowed  for  a  weekly  dividend  tn  the 
help  of  one  iier  cent  on  their  wages  tor 
every  cent  of  margin  over  72^/4  cents  until 
the  margin  reached  85,  when  one-half 
one  per  cent,  was  given  for  every  cent  of 
increase.  The  margin  was  figured  daily  oti 
the  dilTerence  betwe(ai  New  York  ciuotalions 
for  8  pounds  of  middling  upland  col  ton  and 
the  average  selling  price  of  15  yards  2S-incli 
(MxiMs  and  1 1  yards  :',Si4-inch  OlxGls.  .\o 
change  was  to  be  nia;le  in  I  he  minimitin  be- 
fore October  1,  lOoil.  The  ilivideiids  |)ai;l 
ranged  from  zero  lo  ten  per  cent.  It  was 
abandoned  on  th;'  advance  granted  Jul,\'  2, 
IDtiO. 

The  Mul(i  Siiinners'  Association  has  for 
many  yiars  been  a  conservative  ;\nil  power- 
ful organization,  numbering  in  its  ranks 
every  spinner  in  the  city  and  possessed  of 
finances  that  have  allowed  it  to  care  for  its 
members  through  thick  and  thin.  It  was 
established  in  .Tanuary,  1858,  chiefiy  by  men 
who  had  come  here  from  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, where  they  had  seen  the  benefits  of 
united  effort.  T'atrick  Carroll  was  its  first 
I)resident  and  John  McKeowen  secretary.  It 
at  once  began  an  agitation  for  more  wa.ges, 
one-third  of  which  was  granted  and  the  re- 
mainder obtained  prior  lo  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War.  Dtiring  that  conllict  most 
of  its  members  sbouldered  the  musket,  and 
the  books,  which  liad  been  closed  in  1N(U, 
were  not  re-opened  until  ISfifi.  In  1S70  they 
asked  for  an  advance  of  10  per  cent,  in 
wages.  The  manufacturers  off(M-ed  to  com- 
l)romise  on  five  per  cent.,  but  this  was 
refused,  and  a  nine  weeks'  strug.gle  followed, 
emling  in  defeat  for  the  spinners.  This  was 
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a  severe  blow,  as  hours  of  labor  were  in- 
creased, wages  reduced  and  the  backbone 
of  the  union  broken.  Their  efforts  were 
tiien  devoted  to  securing  the  passage  of  the 
ten-liour  law,  whicli  they  saw  put  on  the 
sialute  Ijooks  in  187L  In  February,  1.S75, 
ihree  and  (licn  six  mills  were  struelv  for  an 
advance  in  wages,  leading  to  negotiations 
with  the  manufacturers  and  the  resump- 
lion  of  worii  on  ihe  i)romi.se  of  an  advance 
April  i.  An  agilalion  foi'  wiieldy  instead 
of  iiKKitlily  payments  was  also  begun. 

What  is  known  as  "The  Great  Vacation" 
commenced  August  1,  1S75,  following  an  an- 
nouncement of  a  reduction  in  wages.  The 
operatives,  believing  a  curtailment  W'as  a 
better  remedy  for  tlie  situation,  deterniinml 
to  take  a  monlli's  vacation.  At  the  cud 
of  that  period  the  mills  gave  them  another 
month,  and  on  the  ninth  week  the  help  were 
obliged  to  submit  and  to  sign  a  document, 
promising,  among  other  things,  not  to  lje- 
long  to  any  trade  associations  in  the  future. 
All  the  other  labor  organizations  but  the 
si)inners  went  to  pieces.  Three  nun'e  re- 
ductions in  wages  and  a  disastrous  strike 
at  the  Granite  mills  led  to  desertions,  and 
it  was  (uily  by  the  most  strenuous  efforts 
that  the  unimi,  the  only  organization  of 
textile  workers  in  New  England  at  the 
lime,  was  kept  alive.  In  June,  ISTS,  Robert 
Howard  was  elected  secrelary,  and  the  as- 
sociation soon  began  to  increase  in  memljer- 
shii)  and  finids. 

Early  in  JST'J  conditions  of  business  had 
so  improved  'that  a  restoration  of  part  of 
the  wages  lost  was  asked,  but  refused,  and 
atier  fruitless  negotiations  a  strike  was  or- 
(leied  June  15,  which  continued  until  Octo- 
hvv  lid,  with  consiilerable  bitterness.  It 
was  lost  for  want  of  money  to  carry  it  on. 
In  Jamuiry,  l!SNO,  an  increase  was  given, 
and  the  agitation  for  weekly  payments  car- 
ried on  with  the  result  that  by  April,  I'l 
of  the  5o  mills  made  the  desired  change.  In 
1SS5,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Howard,  a 
(iO-Iiour  law  i)assed  the  Legislature  and  went 
into  effect  Januiiry  1,  ISSti.  In  1884  had 
occurred  the  ien-mills  strike  against  a  re- 
duction, wUicli,  after  18  weeks,  ended  in  de- 
feat, and  in  1881)  the  spinners  were  formally 
recognizeil  l)y  the  manufacturers. 

The  organization  reached  its  largest 
membership  in  ]S8."),  with  a  t(jtal  of  Tot), 
wiiich  has  since  fallen  to  about  400,  owing 
to  the  substitution  of  frame  for  mule  spin- 
ning in  nniny  nvills.  Secretary  Howard,  wlu) 
had  been  elected  a  momber  of  the  Legisla- 


ture in  18S0,  was  elected  to  the  Senate  in 
1885  and  served  consecutively  until  1803. 
He  resigned  his  position  with  the  union  in 
1897,  and  was  succeeded  in  July  of  that 
year  by  Thomas  O'Dininell,  the  present  sec- 
retary, who  had  been  treasurer  since  1885. 

The  present  weavers'  union,  formed  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1888,  is  the  successor  of  vaidous 
organizations  of  weavers  more  or  less  short 
lived.  Its  name  was  at  lirst  the  Weavers' 
Protective  Association  and  was  changed  to 
the  Weavers'  Progressive  Association  when 
it  was  united  with  the  Amalgamated  Asso- 
ciation in  1889.  The  first  hall  was  in  the 
Pocasset  block,  and  it  occupied  various 
quarters  till  the  completion  of  its  hand- 
some building  on  Second  street,  erected  in 
1904.  This  is  a  four-story  structure,  cost- 
ing $47,000,  with  stores  on  the  first  lloor 
and  othces  and  halls  above,  the  larger  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  839.  Patriclc  J.  Con- 
nelly, the  lirst  secretary,  served  until  April, 
1891,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James 
Whitehead,  the  present  secretary,  who  had 
fiii'nierly  l)een  treasurer  and  in'esident.  Wil- 
liam (Iranton  is  now  president,  and  John  T. 
Rile\-  treasurer.  Tiie  uni(ni  has  a  member- 
ship of  more  than  :i.oOO. 


About  thirty-five  years  ago  Fall  River  had 
two  or  three  families  of  Jews,  who  came 
here  from  the  Geiman-speaking  portions  of 
Europe.  About  thirty  years  ago  there  were 
two  or  three  families  of  Russian  and  Polish 
Jews.  In  1880  the  number  increased  to 
about  a  dozen  families.  Not  until  1891  did 
the  numbers  increase  to  any  extent. 

That  year  the  terril)le  i)ersecutions  by  the 
Russian  government  di'ove  tlie  Jews  to  emi- 
grate to  all  parts  of  the  world.  Many  of 
them  found  their  way  here.  From  that  day 
to  this  thei-e  has  been  a  gradual  increase 
in  tile  Jewish  poimlation  of  Fall  River,  so 
that  to-da.\-  they  number  about  3,000. 

They  are  settled  in  groups.  Most  of  them 
are  found  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  There  is 
a  large  nunvbcr  of  Ihe  Jews  in  the  eastern 
poidion  of  the  city,  large  enough  to  main- 
tain a  synagogue  for  themselves. 

AH  told  there  are  three  synagogues  owned 
by  the  congregations— one  on  Pearl  street, 
one  on  Union  street  and  one  on  Quarry 
street. 

The  maj(n-ity  of  the  Jews  are  engaged  in 
business  on  their  own  account,  as  hawkers 
or  storekeepers.  Several  of  them  own 
stores  of  considerable  size.  The  rest  of  th(> 
population  are  clerks  or  mill  workers.  Those 
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occupied  in  the  mills  are  by  no  means  con- 
tent, and  the  first  opportunity  they  get 
tney  so  into  business. 

There  are  no  wealthy  Jews  in  Fall  River. 
A  tew  are  well  tixeil.  More  are  moderately 
well  (iff.  but  tile  Itigi^c'Sl  pditinn  of  tliein 
are  not  far  removed  fioni  a  liaud-to-mouth 
e.xisieuco.    There  is  only  a  vei'y  inconsid- 


erable number  that  cannot  take  care  of 
themselves,  and  these  are  provided  for  iiy 
the  two  Jewish  women's  societies  that  have 
existed  for  several  years. 

Besides  these  societies  there  are  twelve 
lodges,  and  the  lU'aronslield  Club  (recently 
organized),  which  are  ready  t«j  alleviate  I  lie 
sufferings  of  their  people. 
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CHAPTER  XVil 


STATISTICS 


City  Oificers  from  1854  to  1906 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1906. 

ICstiiiialLvl 

DeiiartiiiL'iUs.  Direct 

Taxation. 

l,G(l(l.()(l 


Dl'IU. 

RoVt'lllR'. 


Assessing  Dcpartnu'iil ,  (k'nural  Expenses... 

Assessing  (lui>aii nient,  salaries  and  clerical 
assistance   

Auililing  (lepartnieiu,  general  expenses  

Auditing  ileparlnient,  salaries  and  clerical 
assistance   

Hurials,  indigent  soldiers  and  sailors  

Care  of  trees  in  puldic  \va\'s  

City  Clei'k  depai-l  iiient ,  general  expenses... 

City  Clerk  deitarl  ment,  salaries  and  clerical 
assistance   

City  deljt   

City  Hall,  general  expenses  

City  Hall,  salaries  

City  oflicers  

Collecting  Department,  general  expenses... 

Collecting  I)ei)arl nient,  salaries  and  clerical 
assistance   

Collection  of  gai'bage  

Contingent   

lilections   

l<]ngini'ering  Deparinient,  general  expenses. 

Engineering  Depart  nient,  salaries  and  cleri- 
cal assitl anct!   

Evening  schools  

Eire  alarm   

Eire  Department,  current  expenses  

Eire  Department.  iKJse  


D,  lUd.dO 

],\:,inw 

4,2IH(.(II) 

of). (Ill 

4()i).()i) 
l',.S.jll.(M) 

(;,(i7i.(H) 

l,S,u(lU.()li 
10, Odd. 00 

•1,080. 00 
14,000.00 

1,800.00 

4,500.00 
12,000.00 
J,(J42.Sd 
0,000.00 

l,7d0.dd 


1), Odd. 00 

1  2,000.0(1 

;i,sdd.oo 

21,500.00 
l,5oo.dd 


[''ii-e  Department,  salaries   llo,500.0d 

Eirenien's  IMeuiorial   Day   150.00 

Euel.  school  houses   1^,000.00 

Health,   agents,   etc   4,979.00 

lleallh,  current  expenses   2,500.00 

Healtli,  cui'reni  expi'nses.  unpaid  l>ills,  l'.)05.  11,714.15 

Highways    (;7,50d.dd 

Highways,  granolithic  siilewalks    

Interest    17(!,000.oo 

  40,000.00 

  2,500.00 

  150.00 

  400.00 

  244.00 


.lanitors,  sfdiool  houses. 

Law  Department   

Mayor's    Department. .  . 

.Memorial  Day   

.Military  aid   


;i5.do 


50d.dd 


500. dd 

12,500.00 
2,500.00 


250.00 


Est  iiuateil 
General 

Revenue.  Total. 
  1,000. Oti 

  9,ldd.dd 

  l,15d.0li 

  4,200.00 

  :i50.00 

  Idd.dd 

  2,850.00 

  G,G74.00 

  18,5tlO.OO 

l.ddd.dO  11,000.00 

  4,980.00 

5,725.00  19,725.dd 

  l,,Sdd,dd 

  4.500.00 

  12,dd0.00 

(;,u94.92  10,du7.72 
1,500.0(1  4,500.00 
  1.700.00 

  9. Odd. 00 

1,000.00  i:i,doo.do 
  :;,S(id.dd 

  22,000.00 

  1,500.00 

4,000.00  117,500.00 

  150.00 

5,000.00  1,S,000.00 

  4,979.00 

  :!,ooo.oo 

  :5,714.45 

  80,000.00 

  2,500.00 

  170,000.00 

  40,000.00 

  2,500.00 

150.00  SoO.OO 
;!00.00  700.00 
  500.00 
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Estimated  Estimated 


Departments.           '  Direct 

Taxation. 

New  trees  in  public  ways   100.00 

North  burial  ground   3,600.00 

Oak  Grove  Cemetery   5,000.00 

Oalc  Grove  Cemetery,  retaining  wall   2,000.00 

Pauper    41,000.00 

Police   ,   70,000.00 

Public  l^ibrary    15,5C9.'J2 

Public  parks,  maintenance    5,000.00 

Public  parks,  salaries   10,000.00 

Public  schools,  general  expenses   lo,500.00 

Public  schools,  salaries   190,000.00 

Relief  of  soldiers  and  sailors   9,000.00 

Repairs  on  public  buildings   20,000.00 

Repairs  on  public  buildings,  insurance  on 

boilers    300.00 

Rifle  range    500.00 

Sinking  fund,  city  debt   208,745. S3 

yinking  fund,  water  debt   37,835.00 

Street  awards  (Jones  street)   2,500.00 

Street   lights   09,450.00 

Street  lights,  installation  of  Boulevard  gas 

lamps    3,000.00 

Textile  school    5,000.00 

Treasury  Department,  general  expenses....  COO.OO 
Treasury  Departnienl,  salaries  and  clerical 

assistance    4,400.00 

Waluppa  payment  .account   7,1)00.00 


DeiJt. 
Revenue. 


1,400.00 
13,000.00 


8,000.00 
8,500.00 


G,5(HJ,00 


1,500.00 


50.00 


General 
Revenue. 


51,000.00 
03,500.00 
5,430.08 


1,000.00 

50,000.00 

4,000.00 


Total. 
100.00 
5,000.00 
18,000.00 
2,000.00 
100,000.00 
148,000.00 
21,000.00 
5,000.00 
10,000.00 
21,000.00 
240,000.00 
13,000.00 
27,500.00 

300.00 
500.(10 
208, 745. S3 
37,835.00 
2,500.00 
99,500.00 

3,000.00 
5,000.00 
COO.OO 

4,400.00 
7,000.00 


.  X, 344, 970.00   55,521.00   200,000.0(1    1 , COO, 49  1.00 

Provided  for  by  loans:  Highways,  $100,000.00;  highways,  curbing,  $25,000.00;  high- 
waj-s,  granolithic  sidewalks,  $5,000.00;  paving,  $25,000.00;  street  awards  (Pocasset 
street),  $5,0(H).00;  sewers,  construction,  $60,000.00. 


VOTES  FOR  MAYOR. 


Below  are  given  the  votes  for  Mayor  at 
tion  of  the  city  in  1854  to  1904.  The  lirst 
since  18C0  they  have  occurred  in  December: 

1854  James   Buflinton   796 

Foster  H.  Hooper   3S7 

1855  .Janies  Buflinton    757 

1856  LOdward   P.   Butfinton   570 

Nathaniel   B.   Borden   82 

1S57  Nathaniel  B.  Borden   650 

ICdward  P.  Bullinton   532 

1,S5S  .losiah  C.   IHaisdell   688 

Nathaniel  B.  Boiilen   580 

1.S59  Josiah  C.  Blaisdell   702 

Recount    942 

Chester  \V,  Greene   098 

Recount    802 

1860  (March) 

lildward   P.   Bullinton,   no  oi)posi- 
tion. 


the  municipal  elections  from  the  incorpora- 
seven   elections   were   held   in   March,  bui 


1860 

1S61 
4862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

"lS(i7 


(December) 

Edward  P.  Bullinton. 

Walter  C.  Durfee  

Edward  P.  Buinnton.. 
Edward   P.  BulHnton. 


1033 
438 
501 

.1003 


I>eander    Borden   683 

Edward  P.  Bullinton   967 

Elihu  Grant    554 

Edward  P.  Bullinton   797 

Chester  \Y.  Greene   773 

Edward  P.  Bulhuton   1209 

S.  Angier  Chace   1177 

George  O.  Fairbanks   1090 

Robert  Adams    626 

George  O.  Fairbanks   1175 

Chester  W.  Greene   1136 
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1868  Samuel  M.  Brown   12G4 

Southard  H.  Miller   103G 

1SG9  Samuel  M.  Brown   1487 

Edward  P.  Bultintoii   8GG 

1870  Samuel  .M.  Brown   1375 

Abraham  U.  Hart  "  8Ul 

1871  Samuel   M.   Brown   1381 

Isaac  Smith,  Jr   5N8 

1872  Robert  T,  Davis   l'J'J2 

1873  James  F.  Davenport   1838 

John  S.  Braylon   1313 

1874  James  F.  Davenpoi't   2213 

l>ouis    Dapham   1588 

1875  James  F.  Davenport   1952 

Louis    Lapham   IGGG 

187G  James  F.  Davenport   2217 

Louis    Laiiham   1988 

1877  Crawford  li).  Lindsey   2G32 

i.ouis  Lapham    235G 

1878  Crawford  E.  Lindsey   4247 

Louis    Lapliam   227 

1879  William  S.  Greene   2990 

Jeremiah  H.  Leary   2481 

1880  William  S.   Greene   3459 

1881  Henry  K.  Braley   3043 

•Milton  Reeil   2395 

1882  Henry  K.  Bialey   3188 

Milton  Ree:!    2747 

1883  Milton  Reeil    5377 

Micliael  Tootle    3123 

1884  John  W.  Ciimmings   344(1 

Henry  J.  Langley   3340 

1885  William   S.  Greene   3721 

John  W.  Cumminss   3554 

18SG  John  W.  Cuniniings   3825 

William  S.  Greene   35C4 


1887  John  W.  Cummings   4535 

William  S.  Grene   4339 

1888  James  F.  Jackson   4441 

John  W.  Coughlin  4079 

1889  James  F.  Jackson   4172 

John  W.  Coughlin   4071 

1890  John  W.  Coughlin   45G3 

William  J.  Wiley  ; . .  3755 

18i)l  John  W.  Coughlin   47G(i 

John  H.  Abbott   3842 

_892.  ,john   W.  Coughlin   555U 

Philip  H.  Borden   4078 

1891  John  W.  Coughlin   47(;it 

William  S.  Greene   558 1 

1894  William  S.  Greene   5075 

Augustus  P.  Gorman   4  27G 

J.  Dwight  Brady   li!8  1 

1895  William  S.  Greene   5271 

Cornelius  C.  Murpln,  Jr...N   3839 

1890  William  S.  Greene   079  1 

William  E.  Qtvirk   3073 

1897  Amos   M.   Jackson   G199 

James    Hoar   5G3i> 

1898  Amos  M.  Jackson   5007 

J(jhn  S.  B.  Clarke   5595 

1899  John   11.  Abbott   OKHi 

John  S.  B.  Clarke   5782 

19(1(1  John  H.  Abbott   041  1 

Janus  hi.  llollanil   5050 

19(11  tieorge  (irinu'    74G(i 

Michael  li.  Jones   24(17 

1902  George  Grime   G735 

.Michael    Sweeney   5888 

19(11  John  T.  Conglilin   57G4 

George  Grime    5007 


VALUATION,    TAX    RATE    AND    TOTAL  TAX. 


Year. 

VahuU  ion. 

T;i.\  Rate. 

Total  Tax. 

1880 

43,757,005 

IS. SO 

822,032.82 

1854 

$8,939,215 

$5.80 

$50,523.70 

1887 

4  4,231,14  1 

18.40 

813,852.99 

1855 

9,708,420 

5.00 

59,425.15 

1888 

4  0,504,585 

17.40 

809,179.78 

1800 

11,522,050 

7.40 

90,124.01 

1889 

49,841,091 

17.80 

887,182.10 

18G5 

12,134,990 

1G.50 

209,272.20 

1890 

53,473,183 

10.40 

876,900.20 

1870 

2G,G1 2,214 

15.30 

374,753.22 

1891 

54,281,930 

17.20 

933,649.19 

1872 

37,841,294 

12.00 

454,095.53 

1892 

50,005,920 

.17.40 

975,547.00 

1873 

47,410,210 

13.00 

616,411.20 

1893 

00,534,005 

17.40 

1,053,291.09 

1874 

50,019,572 

12.80 

640,250.53 

1894 

03,038,503 

10.80 

1,009, 127.X0 

1875 

51,40L4G7 

14.50 

745,321.27 

1895 

05,238,178 

17.20 

1,122,096.00 

187C 

48,920,485 

15.20 

743,591.37 

1890 

09,280,496 

17.00 

1,177,870.43 

1877 

4^,058,127 

15.50 

707,700.97 

1897 

71,292,303 

17.20 

1,220,228.05 

1878 

40,93G,55G 

17.50 

710,389.73 

1898 

70,941,280 

1  7.80 

1,262,754.89 

1879 

37,001,790 

18.00 

066,032.22 

1899 

71,642,320 

17.80 

1,275,233.30 

1880 

37,700,495 

18.00 

078,716.91 

1900 

73,511,014 

18.20 

1,337,911.37 

ISSl 

39,050,701 

19.00 

753,304.46 

1901 

74,554,380 

18.20 

1,350,889.72 

1882 

41,900,475 

18.80 

787,728.93 

1902 

75,394,297 

18.20 

1,372,176.21 

1183 

44,073,GG2 

1S.40 

810,955.38 

1903 

77,575,001 

18.00 

1,442,907.29 

1884 

44,280,077 

18.80 

832,589.52 

1904 

80,998,349 

18.00 

1,506,509.29 

1885 

43,820,005 

18.80 

823,816.09 

1905 

81,754,247 

18.80 

1,593,523.81 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NET  DEBT. 


From  February  1,  1S70,  to  January  1,  190G. 
Feb.  1 


Municipal 


Year. 

Oe't. 

W'aler  Debt. 

Total. 

1870 

$338,589.42 

KN71 

30G,328.77 

1S72 

387,784.71 

lN7:i 

$557,895.(1] 

$:-;i)o,()UO.oo 

857,895.01 

1S74 

978. L'l  1.14 

505,000.(10 

1,483,211.44 

.Jan.  1 

1875 

1,1:14,478.58 

950,247.23 

2,384,725.81 

.187(; 

1,518,0:-!1.14 

1,445,232.33 

2,9G3,2G3.47 

1S77 

1,479,1195.44 

],G39,SG2.33 

3,118,957.77 

1S7S 

1 ,57(1, 07(1. Mjl 

1,5G4,7G8.72 

3,140,839.04 

1,S7!I 

1,519,912.78 

1,G20,881.53 

3,170,794.31 

IcS.Sd 

l,4  87,(;n.()S 

1,G57,9G3.32 

3,145,574.40 

.SSI 

],4:;(i,jn.(;8 

l.(;48,475.35 

3,084,787.03 

1SS2 

i,:.!i;:;,427  5:.i 

1,G32,22G.45 

2,995,053.98 

iss:; 

],287,S9(;.12 

1,G22,2G5.25 

2,910,101.07 

ISS-l 

1,241,177.28 

1,G10.575.81 

2,851,753.09 

1SS5 

j.iGi,;;(;7.47 

1,593,505,49 

2,754,872.90 

ISSG 

1,170,018.24 

1,570,123.48 

2,752,141.72 

1887 

1,087,553.47 

1,549,328.88 

2,030,882.35 

1888 

1,031,280.30 

1,519,491.89 

2,550,772.25 

1889  . 

909,742.52 

1,507,503.28 

2,4  77,305.80 

1890 

959,093.38 

1,490,854.10 

2,450,5  17.48 

1891 

1,115,790.04 

1,470,897.70 

2,592, 093. 71 

1892 

1,070,228.05 

1,455,848.75 

2,520,077.40 

1893 

l,377,73(j.75 

1,422,757.10 

2,800,493.85 

1894 

1,501,818.90 

1,404,097.48 

2,905,910.44 

1895 

1,543,701.25 

1,447,323.52 

2,991,084.77 

1890 

1,734,708.91 

1,405,130.93 

3,199,899.84 

1897 

1,894,177.88 

1,443,413.88 

3,337,591.70 

1898 

2,105,970.12 

1,421,252.55 

3,527,222.07 

1899 

2,219,373.40 

1,400,408.30 

3,019,781.70 

1900 

2,317,402.74 

1,371,031.44 

3,088,434.18 

1901 

2,374,781.94 

1,33.8,352.22 

3,713,134.10 

1902 

2,114,915.38 

1,301,351.80 

3,719,2(;7.24 

1903 

2,500,515.38 

1,359,308.33 

3.859,853.71 

1904 

2,512,774.33 

1.311,330.71 

3,824,105.04 

1905 

2,819,329.58 

1,132,308.55 

3,951.0;)8.i:! 

190G 

2,812,30  i.21 

1,001,455-58 

3,873.759.79 

POPULATION. 


Year. 

48  10                .  1,290 

1820    1,594 

1830    4,159 

18  10    0,738 

1815    10,290 

1850    11,170 

1855    12.080 

ISOO    13,240 

1805    17,525 

1870    27,191 

1871    28,291 

1872    34,835 


Year. 

1873   

1874    43,289 

1875    45,100 

1870    44,350 

1877    45,113 

1878    48,49  1 

1879    40,909 

1880    47,88:! 

1881    49,049 

1882    50,487 

1881!    52.558 

1884    54,001 


Year. 

38,404      1885    50,803 


1880    59,021 

1887    0:'.,901 

1888    0:i,715 

1889    08.774 


1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 


,918 


  8:1,020 

  87,77:; 

  89,570 

1895    89,203 

1890    97,:;i8 


Year. 

1897   101.100 

IStlS    97,517 

1899   102,281 

1900   104,803 

191)1   107  831 

1902   108,728 

1903   li:;,002 

190!   113,045 

1905    100,020 

1900   107,903 

*Estiniate(l. 


CITY  OFFICERS 

FROM   1851   to  1900. 


MAYORS. 

Abboll,  .lohn  H  1900-01 

ISIaisilell,  ,)o.siali  C  1858-59 

Horden,  Xailuinicl  B  1857 

Hraley.  Henry  K  1882-83 

Urown,  Samuel  Al   1809-72 

Hullinton,  EdwanI  P   1855-50,  1SOO-0(; 

Hullintou,  Jame.s  1854-55 

Cou,!;lilin,  ,Iolm  T  1905-0(; 

Coughlin,  ,Jolm  \V  1891-94 


CunnniuKS,  Jolin  W  1885,  1887-88 

Davenport,  .Janios  F   1874-77 

Davis,  Robert  T  1873 

l<aii'banks,  Cleor.ge  O  1S(;7-08 

Greene,  William  S   1880-81,  188(;,  1895-97 

Grime,  George   1902-04 

Henry,  Robert  ,  .1881 

Jackson,  Amos  .M  1898-99 

,'ackson,  James  F  1889-90 

Lir.dsey,   Crawford    F  1878-79 

Reed,  Milton  1884 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 


Al.DERMEN. 

Abbott,  .John  H  1897 

Dassett,  Riifiis  \V  1891 
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Beattie,  John,  ,Jr  1892-94 

Boomer,   Charles   H  1890 

Borden,  Philip  H  1878 

Brown,  Charles  E  1901-02 

cote,  EdnuuKl  1900 

Davenport,    James    F  1880-81 

Eilily,   Thomas   F  1882-83 

Hartley,  Alfred  H  1898 

Holmes,  Charles  J  1889 

Langley,  Henry  J  1884 

Lawson,  Frederick  W   1903-04 

McCreery,  Joseph  1879 

Sincdair,  James  1905-OG 

Westall,   John  1899 

Wiley,  George  T  1895-9G 

Wiley,  William  J  1885-88 

Al.DIOR.MEN. 

Abbe,  Alanson  J  1903-00 

Abbott,  John  H  1890-97 

Adams,  Robert  1857 

Albert,  James  B  1880-81,  1884,  1898 

Almy,  Frank  S  1905-00 

Andrew,  ,lohn  1891 

Ashley,  Joli  B  1801-02 

Bagshaw,  James  T  1903-00 

Baker,  Charles  E  1897-98 

Ballard,  Alvan  S  1854 

Bannister,  Wilson  1889 

Bannister,  Wilson  E  1900-04 

Barker,  Warren  S  1891-93,  1899 

Barlow,   James  1890 

Barrett,  Edward  187G 

Bassett,  Riilus  W  1890-91 

Beattie,  John,  Jr   1879,  1892-94 

Blaisdell,  John  G  1894 

Boomer,  Charles  H  1889-90 

Booth,  William  190G 

Borden,  Cook  18G5 

Borden,  Joseph  1802-C3 

Borden,    Leander  18GG 

Boi-den,  Major  1855 

Borden,  Nathaniel  B.,  Sr  1859-65 

Borden,  Philip'D  18G4-G5 

Borden,  Philip  H  1875,  1878-79 

Borden,  Simeon  18GG-73 

Borden,  Thomas  S  1882-83 

Bowen,  Joseph  A  1870-71 

Brady,  J.  Dwight  1892-93 

Bray  ton,  David  A  185G 

.Brown,  Charles  E  1901-02 

Bncddey,  Isaac  1890 
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Bufflnton,  Edward  P  1854-55 

Buinnton,  John  E  1880-81 

Burgess,  William  L  1903-05 

Byrne,  Michael  1892-90,  1898 

Campbell,  John  1871-75 

Carr,  William  1857 

Chace,  Augustus  1875 

Champney,  Julius  B  1854 

Christmas,  Charles  180G-G7 

Connell,  William,  Jr  18G8 

Connelly,  John  A   1879-80 

Conroy,  Daniel  1809 

Cook,  William  M  1855-50 

Cote,   Edmund  1898-1900 

Covel,  Benjamin  18G3 

Coyle,  John  E  1808 

Creigh,  John  B  1900 

Crowther,  John  1893 

Cummings,  John  W  1882 

Cunneen,  James  E  1870-72 

Cuttle,  John  1870 

Daley,  John  1890-91 

Darling,  Joseph  M.,  Jr  1899-1901 

Davenport,  James  F  1871-73,  1880-81 

Davol,  Bradford  D  1875-77 

Doherty,  Thomas  E  1887-88 

Draper,  Orlando  1903-04,  1905-OG 

D\irfee,  George  T  18SG-8S 

Durtee,  Holder  B  187G-77 

Dnrfee,  Randall  N  1895 

Durfee,  Walter  C  1858-59,  1SG8-G9 

Durfee,  William  B  ISGO 

Durfee,  William  N  1889 

Earl,  Benjamin  1859 

Earl,  Henry  H  188G 

Eddy,  George  H  ISGl,  1878 

Eddy,  Thomas  F  1873,  1882-83 

Everett,  Nathan  B  1887,  1894 

Featherston,  John  1894 

Fennelly,  John  H  1890-91 

Finnegan,  John  1889-91 

Finnegan,  Thomas  P  1895 

Fisher,  Charles  E  1S95-9G 

Flynn,  William  J  1893 

Foley,  Patrick  E  1881 

Ford,  James  1S5G,  lSGl-62 

Foulds,  John  E  1SS5-8G,  1889 

Foulds,  Reginald  A  1901-02 

Francis,  James  R  1878 

Gagnon,  Frederick  J  1903-05 

Garvey,  Dennis  1883-85 

Giblin,  Edward  M  1897-98 

Gibney,  Thomas  E  1895-97 

Gifford,  Ellis  1858 

Hanson,  Julian  190G 

Harrington,  Edward  F  1903-OG 

Harrington,  Frank  1897 

Hart,  Isaac  L  1855 
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Hartley,  Ain-ed  H  1897-98 

Hathaway,  Guilford  H  18GG-G7 

Hathaway,  Oliver  H  1854-55 

Hathaway,  Riclinioiul  B.,  Jr  1897 

Hatha-way,  Sauuiel  18GJ 

Hathaway,  Niclioias  1871 

Haughwout,  Veluiia  \v'  1884,1880 

Hcaly,    Josc'pli  1894-95 

Henry,  James.'  1854  57,  1859-GO,  1805-110 

Hill,  William  1858 

Holden,  Andrew   1891-19UU 

Holland,  Jamts  E  1899-19UU 

Holmes,  Charlea  J  1885,  1888-89 

Hurley.  John  T  1SJ5-80 

Hurley,  William  J  1881,  lS8'y-84 

Johnson,  Geoi'ge  F  19UU,  19U3-U0 

Johnston,  John  F  1890-97 

Kay,  James   H  19U0 

Kuele,  William  F  1898-99 

Kulley,  Michael  J  1S80 

Kelly,  Cornelius  1901-00 

Kelly,  Samuel  J  19U;!-()5 

Kendall,  Frederick  1S99-19(I0.  1904-05 

Ivenney,  John  T  1900 

King,  John  F  1882 

Langley,  Heur\  J  1881-84 

Lannigan,  John  S.  H  1903-00 

bavoie,  Charles  1900 

Lawson,  Frederick  W  1903-04 

Leary,  Dennis  F  1903 

Lear}',  Jeremiah  R  1873-74 

Leary,  Quinlan  1877 

Leonard,  John  M  1879-80 

Lindsey,  Crawfonl  E  1871-72 

Ling,  William  H  1S9S-190G 

Lockliart.  Alexanikr  1891-92 

Loniax,   William  1903-OG 

Lul)y,  Patrick  1!  1895-97 

Lunney,  Patrick  J  1877-80 

Lusconil),  Andrew  1873-74 

Luther,  l']benezer  1859 

Mact'arlane,  John  A  1875-77 

Macomber,  Pardon  1870-72 

Malone,  L.  Frank  1901-05 

Manley,  Robert  L  1903-00 

Mason,  John,  Jr  18G1-G2 

Mason,  William,  2i'  1857 

Maynard,  Paul  H  1901-02 

McCreery,  Joseph  1874,  1879 

McDonougli*,  Anthony  1885 

McKevitt,  Hugh  1882 

McLauchlen,  John  R  1892 

Miller,  Southard  H  1857,  1878 

Mills,  Charles  F  1882 

Milne,  James  T  1874 

Moore,  Fred  1905-0(; 

Mulvaney,  John  1899-1901 

Murphy,  Cornelius  C,  Jr  1893 


Murphy,  Edward  F  1884 

Murphy,  James  1892 

Nadeau,  John  B  1903 

Nason,  Ellas  C  1807-09 

Neill,  Joseph  O   .  .1877-78 

Nightingale,  John  1890-97 

xNiles,  Ephraim  C  .1904-05 

Nugent,  Michael  J  '.  .  .1903 

O'Regan,  Joseph  1901-OG 

Osborn,  James  M  1850,  185S 

Osborn,  Weaver   1804,1807 

Paine,   Walter,   3d  18G3-G5 

Parks,  Joseph  A  1903 

Patenaude,  Francis  H  1903-05 

Petty,  Asa,  Jr  1800-02 

Pouliot,  Leonidas  1903-00 

Powers,  James  1884 

Reed,  John  M  1880-88 

Reminglon,  .loshua   1857-58,  1804-05 

Riley,   Fiank  1902 

Shaw,  Ji.lwin   1854-55 

Shea,  .lohn  1  1900 

Shove,  Charles  O  185S-0U,  1803 

Sinclair,   James  1903-00 

Slade,  John  P  1850-57,  1800 

Smith,   tk'orge  1903-(IG 

Smithies,  Robert  1809-70 

Southwortli,  .lohn   .188;! 

Splaine,  Thomas  F  1891 

St.  George,  Archibald  1900 

Still  well,  Daniel  ]8G4-(;5 

Sullivan,  Cornelius  1887-90 

Sullivan,  Daniel  R  1875-70 

Sullivan,  lOugtUe  E  1900 

Sullivan,  .lames  .)  1903-00 

Sullivan,  Michael  F  1NN9 

Sullivan,  Patrick  R  1.S70 

Sweeney,  Michael   1 885-SN 

Thomas,  William  F  18S4-85 

Tlujrpe,  Vincent  1XS3 

Tootle,   Michael  18S2 

Turner,  Josepli  1903-01; 

Turner,  William  l'l04-05 

Wadington,  Samuel  18GG-(;9 

Walters,  Josepii  «  1882 

Wells.  J.  Henry  1887-88 

Westall,  John  lS9S-!t9 

Westell,  William  1904-00 

Wiley,  George  T  1893-90 

Wiley,  William  J  1SS2-8S 

Winslow,  Heni-y  S  1903 

Winslow,  Smith  1850 

Wood,  Jonathan  M  1887-89 

PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  COMMON 
COUNCH.. 

Borden,  Nathaniel  B  1890-91 

Borden,  Simeon  18G1 
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Honlen,  Tlionias  J  1875 

liriiwii,  IloluTt  C  1854-55 

Brawn,  SaiiiiR'l  Al  ISGU,  1804 

Biillinloii,  Charles  C  18S7-88 

Cliace,  Isaac  B  18(;:),  187:2-7:; 

Clarke,  John  S.  B  .IS'JG 

Connell,  William,  Jr  1807 

Davenport,  Janies  V  1871 

IJavol,  Abner  P  1892-!J3 

Diirtee,  Randall  N  1894 

Earl,  Benjamin  _  1858 

Earl,  Henry  H  1882-84 

E(l<iy,  George  H  1857 

Fairbanks,  George  O  1802 

Gardner,  Stephen  B  1808-09 

Greene,  ^\'illianl  S  1877-79 

Hargraves,  ,Iames  1895 

Hart,  Abraham  (J  1806 

Hawes,  William  M  1880 

Henry,  -lames  W  1889 

Hopewell.  William  1898 

Jackson,  Amos  M  1897 

Jennings,  William  H  1859 

Lawson,  P'^redei'ick  W  1900 

Lindsey,  Crawford  E  1870,  1874 

McGraw,  Frank    1881 

Potter,  Thomas  T  1805 

Remington,  Clinton  V.  S  1870 

Riley,  Frank  1902 

Roiinseville,  Cyrns  C  1885 

Thompson,  Edward  F  1899 

Tinkham,  John  G  1880 

Walters,  Fran  I;  M  1901 

Wright ington,  Sie|dipn  C  1850 

COUNCILMEN. 

Adams,  Edward  S  1882-84 

Adams,  Henry  A  1895-97 

Adams,  Isaac  L  1898 

Adams,  Robert  1801-03 

Adams,  Thomas,  Jr  1890-91 

Albert,  Charles  H  ISS'A,  18SG 

Albert,  James  B  1879 

Allen,  George  S  1802 

Allen,  Howard  B  1854-55,  lSrfjl-G2 

Allen,  Ixniis  V  1894 

AUwood,  Arthur  1885 

Almy,  Franklin  L  18G7-GS 

Alniy,  Frank  S  .1901-02 

Almy,  Langworthy  1S59 

Almy,  William  M  1854 

Amiot,  George  J.  B  1902 

Amiot,  Joseph  E  1895 

Andrew,  John  1889-90 

Anthony,  James  S  1857 

Arcand,  George  E  18S5-SC 

Ashley,  Job  B  1855-50,  1805 


Baggett,  Edward  P   1877-78 

Bagshaw,  Heni  j'  187o,  1870 

Bagshaw,  James  18S1 

Baker,  Charles  E  1890-97 

Baker,  Ransom  P  1805 

Bannister,    Wilson  18TS7-88 

Bannister,  Wilson  10  18;i:» 

Barker,  Wari'en  S  ^  189(i 

Barlow,  James  1880-87 

Barlow,  John  18S  1 

Bassett,  Rufus  W  1887,  18S!t 

Beattie,  David  1889 

Bennett,  Austin  F  19U2 

Bennett,  William  G  1800-0:; 

Bennett,  William  N  1891 

Benson,  Luther  J  1897-1900 

Biltcliffe,  William  1889,  lS9i 

Blackwell,  James  1890 

BlaiS'dell,  John  G  188:!,  1890-91 

Bolton,  Richard  R  1897 

Bonney,  Nathanii.'!  1851 

Boomer,  Charles  H  188;!,  1885 

Borden,  Alexander  180:5 

Borden,  Arthur  R  1872-7:! 

Borden,  Bernicc  C  1804 

Borden,  Cook  1878 

Borden,  Edward  P  ISOl-O:; 

Borden,  Frank  1881-82,  1884,  1887-90 

Borden,  Fred  C  1897-191)2 

Borden,  George  A  1802 

Borden,  Joseph  1850-57 

Borden,  Leand(  r  1805 

Borden,  Majcn-   1857 

Borden,  Nathaniel  B  1890-91 

Borden,  Philip  H  1872-74 

Borden,  Richard  B  1858-59,  1804 

Borden,  Simeon  1800-01 

Borden,  Stei)hen  B  ISIIO 

Borden,  Thomas  .1   1874-75 

Borden,  Thomas  S  1879-81 

Borden,  Walter  F  lS!)5-90 

Borden,  William  1857 

Bosworth,  George  H  1855 

Bottoms,  Samuel  1892 

Bourbonnier,   Joseph   0  1889-90 

Bowen,  George  N  1870.  1878-79 

Bowen,  Joseph  A  1805-00 

Bowen,  Joseph  H  1897-98 

Bowers,  Joseph  1S78 

Brackett,  William  H  '  1857 

Brady,  Daniel  187:: 

Brady,  .L  Dwight  1890 

Brady,  .Joseph  1894 

Brayton,  David  A  3855 

Brayton,  David  A.,  Jr  ..1884-85 

Brayton,  William  B  1804-05 

Brennan,  Edward  1885 

Brennan,  James  H  1891-92 
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Biennan,  Michael  W  1SG4,  18GG 

Briggs,  John  1881-82 

Briggs,  Zephaniah  T  1859 

Brighani,  D.  Sewall   1854,  18G8 

Brightnian,  Corey  D  18(»o 

Brigalman,  Perez  O   1858,  18G0 

Briglitniaii,  ShefHeld  1854,  185G,  1872 

nriu.and,  Edwanl  1893-94 

Brooks,   Roger.  .  1890-91 

Brooks,  William  J  1889,  1891-92 

Brown,  Charles  \i  188:i-84,  1890-91 

Brown,  David  F  18G9-70 

Brown,  James  1891 

Brown,  Robert  C  1854-55 

Lrown,  Samuel  M  185S-C0,  18G4 

Brownell,  Warren  ISGT 

Bryans,  John  M  1875 

Buckley,  Isaac  1889 

Bulfinton,  Charles  C  1882,  1887-88 

Biimnton,  Klisha  W  189G 

Bullinton,  John  E  1878-79 

Burch,  Thomas  1858 

Burgess,  John  H  1884 

Burgess,  William  1877 

Burgess.  William  J  1884 

Burgess,  William  L  1901-02 

Burke,  Michael  1)  1887 

Buron,  Joseph  H  1897 

Burr,  Frank  W  1878-79 

EurrcU,  John  T  1885-8G 

Butler,  Patrick  E  1878 

Byrne,  Michael  1889-90 

Byron,  Walter  E  1890-91 

Campbell,  Phelps  B  18GG 

Campbell,   Sylvester  1882 

Carey,  John  W  189:] 

Carman,  William  A  1884-85 

Carroll,  John  H  1882 

Case,  Charles  E  18GG-G7,  1870-71 

Catc,  George  W  1898 

Chace,  Augustus  1SG5 

Chace,  Benjamin  C  1901-02 

Chace,  Frank  M  1899-1900 

Chace,  Isaac  B  1857,  18G(),  lSfi3,  1872-73 

Ohaoe,    0>badiah  1854-55 

Chace,  Robert  L  18CG 

Chace,    William  1858 

Chace,  William  H  1877 

Chagnon,  John  B  1884 

Chase,  Clark..  1879,  1S8G 

Chase,  Simeon  B  1877-78 

Oheetham,  William   B  18GS 

Clark,  Barnabas  1857 

Clark,   Thomas  1901 

Clarke,   John   S.   B  1892-9G 

Clarkson,   Alfred  1890 

Clarkson,  George  J  1870,  1872 

Clarkson,   John  1859 


Clilton,  Joseph  lS7:t,  18X1.  i8SG 

Council,  William,  Jr  lNi;ii-G7 

Connelly,    James    li  KS92-93 

Connelly,    John  ]  .S.'i5-58 

Connelly,    John    A   1877-78,  1890 

Connelly,    Michael    li   1883-85 

Conroy,  Daniel  ioG5-(iG,  1875 

Cook,   Algernon    M  !l8Gl 

Cook,   Vernon   1855,  1859 

Cook,   William  H  1885-8G 

Cook,    William    M   1885-88 

Corcoran,    Edward   J  1895 

Corcoran,    \\'illiani    D  18G8 

Cort,    Edward    J  ]8'.i3 

Cosligan,   Daniel   F  1S99-1902 

Covel,   Alphonso    S  1S72-73 

Covel,  Benjamin  ..  1858,  IHW,  18(;2,  18(i9,  1874 

Coyle,  John  E  lS(;5-(;7 

Creigh,    John    B   1898-99 

Creighton,   David  18S() 

Crowley,   Jeremiah   1  893-95 

Crowley,  John  T  1X75 

Cunneen,  James  K  1X07 

Cunneen,  John  T  i:i()l 

Cnnneen,   William   H  1X:)8 

CU'ttle,    John  18G9 

Darcy,  Thomas,  Jr  1XS3 

Darling,    Joseph    M  1X(;9  7(I,  1X77 

Davenport,   James   F  18G2,  1X71 

Davenport,   William   1X72 

Davis,  Benjamin  B  IXGii 

Davis,  Joseph  M  18G7 

Davis,   Noah  1S59-G2 

Da  vol,   Abner   P  1892-93 

Davol,    Bradford    D  1SG9-71 

Davol,    James    C  1889 

Davol,  John,  Jr  ISGS 

Davol,  William  ('..  .Ir  1873-75 

Dean,  Charles  11  18GG 

Dean,  Gardner  T  18G9 

Dean,   Moses  1SG3 

Delaney,    Patrick  1885 

Delehanty,  Patrick  1887-88 

Dennen,   Peter  J  1854 

Desjardins,    George    T,...,   1898-99 

Desmond,    John  1 882-83 

Destremps,   Louis   E  1900-02 

Dillon,    John  1885 

Diman,   Henry  1854-55,  1SG5-GG,  1882 

Diskin,    .John  1887 

DO'herty,   Thomas    E  1SS5-SG 

Doige,    James  1899 

Donovan,   John   P  189S 

Donovan,  Thomas  J  1891 

Dowd,    Thomas  1899-19(11 

Doyle,   Thomas   L  1884 

Driscoll,  Daniel  1889-90 

Duckworth,    Elijah  1899 
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IJiickwoith,    I'Jchiinl  IS'JG-y? 

JJiiilicy,    JusL'i)!i  1S5S-5'J 

Jiiiiiliain,  William  L  1S70 

Dunn,    .John  1S87 

l^nnn,  Jolin  F  1871! 

Dunn,    Pairiclv  J8.XS 

Durtee,  George  T  1 88^-85 

Dunce,    Holder    R  1870-71 

Duit'eo,    lloraliij   N  1877 

Diirfee,  lUindail  N  1892-'.I4 

Durfee,   William   li  1859 

Din-fee,  William  H  1887-88 

Dwelly,  Frank  H  188!! 

Dynos,  James  F  ISUii-'Jl 

Dyson,  Amos  11  188;)-1»1 

lOames,    Asa  1857,  I8(;i)-(;i 

I'Jarl,    Benjamin  1 858 

Earl    G'il)l)s  1850 

l.arl,   Henry    H  1SS2-81 

Earl,  l.loytl  S  185S 

Eilily,  George  H  1.^5(;-57.  185!J,  1870 

Eddy,  Leaniler  K  1870 

Eddy,    Thomas    F  1SG8-G9 

lOlsbree,    Joseph  1855,  INCl-fiL' 

Estes,   John    11  1880 

Fahey,  Benjamin   A  18117 

f'^airhanks,  CJeorge  C)  INOi! 

Fay,  James  A  1897 

Fennelly,  William   F  188s 

Fenuer,  Henry  S  l.S8ij 

I'^innegan,    John  1888 

I'^iimegan,   Tho.Has   F  ISOl'-'.M 

Fish,    Henry    H  18(;5-(;7 

Fislier,  CharUs  F  181)1 

Flanagan,  lieinard  J  ISO'J-lDdl 

Flynn,    William  INDO 

Fogwell,   Richard   10  18;i7 

Foley,   Patrick   10  187;i-Ml.. 

Ford,    Nathaniel  isOo 

Flouds,  John    K  1882 

Fraprie,  Geiirge   W  1857-00 

French,  As.i  I'  1850,  ISOl 

l''rench,  Job  li  1870-71,  1873 

Friar,    Thomas  1885 

Funk,   Fredtriek  A  1891-95 

Gagnon,    Frederic    J  1900-02 

Calvin,   John  1884 

Gardner,  Oliver  L  1850 

Gardner,   Stephen   B  1SG0-G9 

Garrahy,   Simon  1881 

Garside,  I'saac  J  1901-02 

Garvey,    Dennis  1877 

Geoff rion,   Victor  1881 

Gihlin,  Edward  M  189;?-95 

Ojifford,    Daniel  1S59-G0 

Gifford,   Stei)hen   B  1858,  18C7-G8 

Gillan,    Patrick  1885 

Goff,  Herbert  M  1894 


CJoodrum,  William  J*   1854-55 

Gorman,  Augustus  1'  1889-91,  1893-94 

Grandlield,    .M  iciiael  1883 

Greene,    Thomas    10  1895-90 

Greene,  William  S  1870-79 

Grillin,    Tiiomas    H   1889-90 

GrinnoM,    Oliver  1854 

Crroves,    Gai-dne'r   1 854 

Hacking,  Thomas  i;:S5-8G,  1888-89 

Hadfield,  John  11  1895 

Haffards,  Grilliths   M  1875 

Hall,  James   L  1890 

Hambly,  William  H  1871 

Hamilton,  Charles  K  1881 

Hanson,    Alfred  18S0,  1888 

Hargraves,    James  1 893-95 

Hargraves,  John  W  J 885 

Hargraves,  William    H  1892-93 

Hai-rington,  Ed  ward  1 875 

Harrington,  lOdwar.l   1902 

Harrington,   Fran  a  1894-90 

Harrington,   Hiram   C  1800,  1804 

Harrington,  Janus  J   1880-87 

Harrison,  Joseph  1 874 

Harrison,    Sandy  18M 

Harrison.  Willian'   1!  1803 

Hart,  Alii  ahani  < ':  1850,  1800 

Hart,   William   J  1889 

Harwood,    Peter  1882-83 

Harwooil,   Thomas   .1  1884 

Hathaway,   Gnjlfoi-d    H  1804-05 

Hathaway,   Jame;    B  ...1850 

Hathaway,    Richnicnl    iv,   .Ir  1890 

Haven,  CU'orgt'  C  1S87-SN 

Hawes,  William  .M  1801-03,  1880-81 

Henry,  james  W  INSO-89,  1891 

Henry,   John    P  1880-82 

Henry,    Uolterl  1803 

Hicks,  Thomas  V  1898-99 

H'igginson,    Edward   1884-85 

Hillard,    Charles    1!  1887-89 

Hoag,   Frank   W  1890-97 

Hoar,  Janus  H  .1889-90 

Hobson,   Mark  1900-01 

Hodgson,  George  B  1892-95 

Holieran,  Janu's,  .lr..f  1898 

Holmes,  Dennis  D  1899-1901 

Hood,  Francis  H."   1801-02,  1872-73 

Hope  w  el  1 ,    \N'  i  1 1  i  a  m  1  8!;G-9  8 

Houghton,  ,Iohn  H  1803-04 

Howard,    Janu-s  1891 

Howard,    Robert  1892 

Howarth,    James  1874 

Huntsman,  William  V  1802 

Hurley,  John  T   1884 

Hurley,    Richard  1882 

Hurley,  William  J  1880 

Ivers,  IMicliael  L  1877,  1879 
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Jackson,  Amos  M  lSi)7 

Jackson,    Edwin  18;)G-'J7 

Jackson,  Jaiucs  A  1S87-SS 

J-albi-i-t,    ThcoJule  ]8SS 

Jarvis,  John  T  I'JUO 

Jennings,  George   F,  .  .  .  18'J3 

Jennings,    William    JJ  l!S5i;,  1,S5S-5'J 

Jepson,    Moses  187S 

Johnson,   Ueoige    F   1898-99 

Johnston,  John  F.'  189(1-91,  1895 

Johnson,    Myles   J  1898-99 

Jones,    INlichael    B  1887-88 

Judge,  Patrick  H  188G 

Kay,  lienjaniin  D  lS(J9-70 

KeaiT.an,  Francis  V  1870 

ICearns,   F.avid  A  1891^-91 

Keete,    Daniel  1881 

Keefe,   William   F  1895 

Kelly,    0;)rnelius  1902 

Kelly,  Corne'.ius  1.  1870-7:!,  1882 

Kelly,  John  J  1898 

Kelly,  .Michael  J  1882-81 

Kelly,    Timothy    K  1902 

Kelly,    Zeno  187(!-72 

Kendall,    Frederick  1898 

Kennedy,   James  1897-99 

Kennedy,    William  1892 

Kenney,  John  T   1899-19(12 

Keoiigh,   Jolm  1887 

Kilhni'n,   Flijali   C  18(;o-(;3,  ]8C(;-(;8 

IC  i  1  rt)  y,   Matthew  1 8  8  5  -8  (5 

l^ancaster,  Harry  C  1901-02 

Lannigan,   JoJin    S.    11  1901-02 

J  va'l  h  a  ni ,    Thomas  1883 

bawson,  Frederick  \V  1900 

La/wton,  Thomas  W  18(18 

Leary,  Dennis  F   1899-1901 

Leary,  Qiiinlan  187G 

LeBoeuf,  Francis  X  1897-98 

Lee,  Thomas  J  1S5G 

i^eonard,   Marcus  187G 

Lewis,    Robert  1875-7G 

l>incoln,  Jonathan  T  1859  (10 

Lindsey,  Crawford  K  18G9-70,  1874 

Lingard,  Thomas  1900 

jyocke,  George  W  1SG3 

Lockhart,    Alexander  1 880 

Ivo^kwood,    Allen  1875 

Lomax,  Terrance  J  1891-95,  1898 

Lomax,   William  1900-02 

T.<ioney,    EdwArd  1S80 

Luby,   Patrick    P  188G-S7 

Lunncy,  Patrick  J  1SGS,  1871-73 

Luscoml),  Andrew  18G7-72 

Lntlier,   Ebonczer  1857-58 

Luther,  James  P  1857,  18G4 

Alacfarlane,  John  A  1874 

,  Maconibor,  Pardon  18G4.   18C8-C9,  1875 


Macomber,  Philip  C  1882 

iUaines,  Henry   1892-:»3,   1895,  1900 

:\Ialone,  L.  Frank   1898-99 

Malone,  William  P  1902 

Manley,  Robert  L  1902 

Mann,    Andrew  19f^0-Ul 

Mantius,  Joseph  H  189G 

Martin,    Thomas  18,79-80 

Aiason,  John,  Jr  1854 

^layes,   Ei)hraini  1897 

Maynard,   Paul   H  1900 

McCann,   J(jhn    B   1874-7G 

McCarthy,    John   1890-97 

McCarty,    Patrick   J  1877-78 

McCreery,   Joseph  1878 

McCreery,  Thomas   11  1892 

McDerniott,    Anilrew  1875-77 

..icDermott,    Thomas    1''  1899-1900 

McDonald,   Eilward  187G 

McDonough,  John  F  18C7 

.McFadden,   Neil  1878 

Mcuraw,  Frank  1879,  1881 

McGraw,    Joseph  1S9G 

Mclntyre,   William   J  185.",   18(14,  1871 

McKenna,  Frank  T  1S9G 

McKenney,    William    H  1881-82 

McLanchlen,  John  R  1889 

McManus,  Peter  1875,  1900 

Meek,    Wi'lliani  1880-81 

MeMor,  Francis  T  1892 

Miller,  Benjamin  W  1858 

Miller,  David  C  1823 

Miller,  I^renzo  T  ' .  , 

Mills,  Charles  E  1894 

Mills,  Edwin  J  189,! 

Milne,  James  T  1872 

Milne,  John  C  18G1-G5 

^linnehan,  John  1881 

Moran,  Thomas  1 890-97 

Morrill,  Jonathan   E  1807-09 

Morris,  George  H  1880 

Morrison,  Andrew  H  1897 

Morrissey,  Jo'hn  1890 

JVvurphy,  Edward  F  1883 

Alurphy,   Edward   H  1892 

Murphy,  James  W  r  1890,  1898 

Murphy,  Timothy  C.   (1)  1874 

Murphy,  Timothy  C.   C^)  1892 

Nason,  Ellas  C  1858-59 

Neill,  Josei)h  O  1871.  1877 

Newman,    Michael  1880-87 

Nicholson,  Mitchc^ll  1895 

Nicholson,  Robert  18S0-88,  1894 

Nightingale,  John  1 893-95 

Niles,   Ephriam  C  1902 

Nors worthy,  Henry  1872-74,  1870-77 

Nugent,   Michael  J  1902 

Nuttall,   Henry  iS73 
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Nuttall,    Isaac  1893-9-1 

O'Connor,  John  F  1885 

O'llL-arn,    Michael  1S93 

O'llt-arn,  llobeit  1873-74 

O'Keefe,  Timothy  T  1893-95 

O'Neil,  Dennis  D  18G4 

O'Neil,  James  D  1877 

O'lleagan,   Joseph  1889 

Osborn,  Dben,  Jr  1850 

Oshorn,  Franklin  P  188;;-83 

Osborn,  James  M  180(1,  1871 

Osborn,    Weaver  18G3 

Paine,  Walter,  3cl  1874,  1878 

Partington,   James  1882 

Pashley,  William  F  1898-99 

Perkins,  William,  Jr  1888 

Picard,   Alcides  J  1902 

Pierce,    Nathaniel  1859 

Pollard,  George   1879-80 

Pope,  Isaiah  P  ISGl 

Potter,  Thomas  T  1854,  18G5 

Powers,  James  18S3 

Powers,  Thomas  R  1879 

Pratt,    Henry  ISGl 

Qiiinlan,  William  H  1893 

Qiiinn,  Andrew  1892,  1894 

Qiiinn,   Martin   1888-89 

Ragan,   Philip  187G,  1879 

Randall,  Benjamin  F  1882 

Read,  Herbert  H  1892-95 

Read,   Walter  D  1882-83,  1887-89 

Reagan,  Edmund  188G 

Reagan,  Timothy  E  1897 

Remington,  Clinton  V.  S  1873,  1875-7G 

Remington,  Clinton  V.  S.,  Jr  1892 

Remington   Joshua  18G3 

Renaud,   Adelard  1901 

Reynard,    Robert    P  ISCO 

Reynolds,   John  188G 

Reynolds,  William  J  1897-" 

Rhodes,    Jbhn  1892-93 

Rich,    Adolphus  1881 

Riley,   Frank  1901-02 

Riley,  John  1874-75 

Riley,  John  W  1889-90,  1901 

Rimmer,   Jeffrey  1895-96 

Ripley,  Charles  L  187G-79 

Roberts,  James  J  1880 

Robertson,    George  1857 

Robertson,  William   S  1857,  1882-83 

Robertson,  William  S.,  2d  1862 

Roth,  John  H  1857 

Rounseville,  Cyrus  C  1883-85 

Russell,  Henry  1867 

Ryan,  Joseph  H  1891 

Sanderson,   George  1891 

Sandford,   Thomas  188a 

Sargent,   Leroy  1866-67 


Shaughnessey,    Jeremiah    VV  1891-92 

Shay,   John   F  1875-7G 

Shay,  Patrick  VI  1S91-92 

Shay,   William  189G-97 

Shea,  Michael  H  1892 

Simmons,  Alexander,  Jr  18SG-88 

Simmons,  Arthur  F  1902 

Sinclair,  James  ,...1901-02 

Sisson,  John  F  1855 

Sk'inner,  Herbert  A  18G4 

Slack,   Josei'h   1895 

blade,   Ijra^'ton  1855 

Slade,  Eugene  0  1891-90 

Slade,  John  P  1855,  1SGG-G7.  1877-78 

Slater,   John  1895 

Smith,   Bernard  1900-01 

Smith,  Charles  1888,  1890,  1897-98 

Smith,   George  190O-O2 

Smith,    James  1879 

Smith,    Robert  1884 

Smith,  William  R  1897 

Smithies,    Robert  18G4-GG 

South  worth,    John  1881-82 

SoU'thworth,    Spauldiiig  1871 

btandring,    James  1893 

Stickney,  Chiirles  P  1857 

bullivan,   Daniel   R  1874 

Sullivan,  James  J  1892 

Sullivan,  John   F.   (Ward  1)  1899-1900 

Sullivan,  John  F.   (Ward  5)  1899-1900 

Sullivan,  John  J  1893 

Sullivan,  Michael  F  1888 

Sullivan,  Michael  H  1880 

Sullivan,  Michael  J  1891 

Sullivan,  Patrick  R  1872,  1875 

Sullivan,    Philip,    Jr  1901 

Sullivan,  Simon   S  1895-9G 

Sullivan,  Thonms  F  1897 

Sweeney,   Michael  1884 

Synan,    William  18G9-71 

Taylor,  George  1SG4 

Taylor,  William  H  1856 

Terry,  .Toseph  C  1870-71,  1874 

Thacker,  John  F  18G8-69 

Thpckery,    Richard  1879 

Thomas,  George  Fre'd  1899-1900 

Thomas,  Seth  R  1890-91 

Thomas,  William  F  1882-83 

Thompson,  Edward  F  189G-97,  1899-1900 

laorpe,  Vincent  1881-82 

Thurston,  Anthony  1866-67 

Thurston,  James  E  1870-73 

Tierney,  Joseph  1891 

Tillinghast,  Christopher  W  1854,  1857 

Tillson,  Joseph  E  1889-91 

Tinkham,  John  G...  1885-86 

Tripp,  Charles  F  1887-91,  1894-95 

Tucker,  Lorenzo  D  1859 
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J  iinuT,    .loycpli  LSUS-iyOl 

Tyni'll,  Tli.iiiia.-;   1SS;;-SI 

Wiilker,   Anio.s  IH'iH 

Wiilker,   .JaniL'.i  INSO 

Wiilsh,  Philip  S  18S1 

Wiilton,  Tlioma.s  18SG-S'J- 

WateiliDiisc,  ,lo-(.>|ili  S  ISOci-y!) 

WalKM-K,  Frani;  M  1901-02 

Walters,  Jijsc'iili  ISTG 

Wel)slor,  H.  Cdi-iIoii  1S77 

Wl'Ds,  J.  Henry  1SS3 

Weslgate,  Aljiier  1  KSjT-5S,  1SG5 

Wlialley,   William  lS85-S(i 

Wliitaker,  John  H  J8G4 

"\Vbitaker,  Vvtn-  lhi87-88 

Wliite,  Peter  C  185G 

Wilbur,  Henry  1854-55,  18G1 

Wilhiir,  l^oander  1>  1855 

Wilcox,  Samuel  H  1SG8,  188(1,  1882-85 

Wiley,  William  .)  1880 

Wilkinson,  Thomas  18'J2,  1894-1)5 

Willetts,  Isaac  I'J  1893-94 

Wilson,  Dwight  15  1881 

Wilson,  James  H  :  .  .  . .  1877 

Wilson,  Job  T  18G8-C9 

Winchester,  John  P  1S5G 

\Vinslow,    Albert  1854 

Winslow,  Penjamin  F  1872 

Winslow,   Smith  1854 

Winstanley,  James  H  1898-99 

Winward.    James  1871 

Wix(jn,  Janus  185G 

Wolfendale,  William  1S7;;,  1875,  1877 

Wood,  Joe!  18(;:i,  18G9-70 

Wood,  John  J  1873 

Wooil,    William  1881 

Woodman,  Job  W  18G4-G5 

Wordoll,  Jethro  H  1883,  1SS5-8G 

Wrightington,  Slephen  C  1855-5G 

Yarwood,   Mark  188G-S7 

CITY  CLERKS. 

Pallard,  Alvan  S  1S55-G3 

Ballard,  George  A  18G4-9S 

Prayton,  Arthur  P   1898- 

Hodges,  John  R  1S54 

ASSISTANT  CITY  CLERKS. 

Ballard,  Alvan. R  1S9S- 

Braylon,  Arthur  P  1885-9S 

BufRnton,  Clarence  1884 

CITY  TREASl'RERS. 

Ballard,  Alvan  S  1S55-G3 

Ballard,  George  A  1SG4-74 

Brady,  James  C  1877-85 

Brightnian,  Charles  P  ISSG- 


Provvn,  Samuel  M  1874-7C 

Hodges,  John  k  1,S54 

CITY   COLI.ICC  1M)HS. 

Adams,    Ro.bert  lSGX-71 

Albert,  Clinton  (J  1901- 

Bii.llard,  Alvan  S  1S55-31 

Billings,  George  W   1872-74 

Bowers,    Freilerick  1900 

Brady,  James  C  187^-85 

Bi'ightman,  Charles  P  188G-99 

Brown,  Sanuiel  Ai  1S7I-7G 

Earl,    Benjamin  lSii2-G7 

Hodges,  John  R  1854 

CITY  AIM31T0US. 

Adams,    Robert  18C8-7 1 

Anthony,  Arthur  1  s:,s2M 

Billings,  George  W  1872-81 

Buflinton,    Clarence  lSSI-!i5 

Earl,   Benjamin  1  .ni;3-G7 

Clarke,  Henry  W   1890- 

CITY  lONGlN'EERS. 

Borden,  Philiji  1).,  Jr  1880-97 

Borden,  Philip  U  1898- 

CITY  SOLICITORS. 

Blaisdoll,  Josiah  C  lS(;S-(;9,  1S73-74 

Boomer,  Frederick  A  18GO-G3,  1870 

Borden,   Simon  1857-59 

Braley,  Henry  K  1874 

Brayton,  John  S   1855-5G 

Dubuque,  Hugo  A   1900- 

Grime,  Geoi-.ge   1 893-95 

Hatheway,    Nicholas  1890 

Higginson,  Edward  18S!t,  lS;ll-92 

Jackson,  Janie.s  F  1,S81-,S5,  1S87-S8 

.Morton,  James  M.,  Jr  1,SG4-G7 

Pierce,  William  H  1871-72 

Phillips,  Arthur  S  1899 

Reed,   Milton  1N75-80 

Sullivan,  Dennis  V  188G 

Wood,  L.  Elmer  *  189G-9S 

ASSESSORS  OF  TAXES. 

Biltcliffe,    Thomas  1S78-S1 

Bliss,   Hiram  1855 

Brown,  Samuel  M  1873,  1877-78 

BufRnton,    Bciijamin  18SG-S8 

Bullinton,  Edward   1855,  1X74-7G,  lSSO-83 

Collins,  John  E  187C 

Conroy,  Daniel  1809 

Cook,  Wiilliam  H  1890-1902 

Cunncen,  James  E  1881 

Davol,  Abner  P  1898-1903 
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Daviil,  Uirlinuiii.l  1S5T,  18(i(i-(;i 

1)()1k'M\,  lOdwanl  A  VjnV,- 

1)111  Ice,  Waller  U  INTO 

I'.iliiv,  (Je'DiL;^.'  II  1,SMt-9l,  TJIl-l- 

J<JsU'.s,  11  1X77 

Fulkr,  Uulus  T  l.sGS 

tlanliier,  SU'phen  li  ].SIj'.) 

(liffonl,  Slt-\)lieii  H  1855-50,  lS5y-GU 

Ciiiiii,  lloiatio  X  1S51-5G,  ISOG 

lianiHiiii,   Sandy  1888-1003 

ilaihaway,  tiuillord  H..1851,  1857-58,  18G1-G2 

1  lal  lia  way,    Iciisscll  185G 

lhaly.    Abiani  1889 

lifaly,   .Jost'pli  1SG2-G3 

Hoiii;os,  ,)(jhii  U  1857 

lliddcr,  Thon.as  F  18V2 

llodd,  Francis  li  18G,S-(;<J,  1871 

Howard,  Alburt  G  lSG4-(;5,  1SG7-GS 

Ivelly,    Jeremiah  1873-79 

La  Planle,  I.-aili  19(15- 

Luonard,  Daniei  185G 

Marvel,  Philiii  M  18(;G-G8,  1874-75 

Mason,  I'liilip,  Jr  1S5G 

i\lci\lanns,   Peter   1879-80 

Morton,  Janies  Al... 18(11,  18C5,  18C8-(:9,  1873 

(J'Hearn,    Roliert  1882-93 

Palmer,  tleoiKe  \V  1870-72 

J^joler,    Seth  1SG4 

Scarle,  Charles  F  18(10  (17,  1809-72 

Slaile,    Jonathan  18G3-G5 

Slocnni,  Mark  A  1857 

Stewart,  William  W  1884-87 

VicduM-y,  Calidt  li  1854 

Warin.i;,   William   J  1882-85 

Winslow,  Lieiijamin  F  1S57-0(I,  1802 

Winslow,    Smith  1855 

Wood,  William  F  1803 

Wrighl  iiiKton,  Sit  phen  C  1858-59 

CITY  MICSSFNCFUS. 

Carpenter,  Joseph  W  1858-72 

Crosson,  Janies   I)  1880- 

liavis,  John  C  1854-50 

Dean,  Charles  L  1883-85 

O'Neil,  Dennis  D  :  1873-77 

Pike,  M.  Frank  1878-82 

Wilson,  Al)rahani  W  1857 

CT.ERKS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

nrayton,  Arthur  H  1885-95 

iiullinlon,    Clarence  1SS4 

Dwelly,  Frederick  O  1905- 

Manchester,  James  G  1890-98 

Pritchard,  George  S.  R  l'Ji98-99 

Stewart,  David  C,  Jr  1900-04 
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SUPFlUNTI':NnEN TS  OF  STRFICTS. 

Horton,  DantDitli  1859-07,  1809-77 

Manchesler,    Alexander  1808 

Thurston,   Ant  hony  1 878-94 

Thurston,  Frank  A  1891- 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  PUIiLlC 
BUILDINGS. 

Adams,  Janies  M   1882-88 

Drownell,  Isaac  T  1881 

Ryley,  John  1889-1904 

Shay,  Daniel  H   1905- 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Bates,  William  C  1894-1905 

Connell,  W^illiam  1882-94 

Connell,  William,  Jr   1872-81 

Durfee,  Everett  B  1905- 

Stevens,  Daniel  W   1805-00 

Tewksbury,  M.  W  18(;7-72 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF    OAK  GROVE 
CEMETERY. 

Buffinton,  Ed.ward  P  185G 

Buflinton,  Oliver  1 857-07 

Divesey,   Michael  18G8 

Morrill,  Jonathan  E  1809-97 

Jlorris,  John   .1903- 

SmiUh,   Charles  1899-1903 

Standing,  Thomas  B  1898 

SUPERINTlilN DENTS  OF  NORTH 
4iURIAL  GROUNDS. 

Brighlman,  Thomas  E  1854-05 

Corbel  t,  Owen  lS75-7(;,  1878 

Cowen,   George  1872 

Hoar,  Charles  P  1900 

Horsnian,    Francis  1800-71 

Hyland,  James  G  1873-74,  1877 

Morris,  John  1893-97 

O'Brien,    Miichael  1898- 

W'hite,  Stephen  1879-88 

Whiite,  Walter  1889,  1891-92 

CHIEF  ENGINEERS  OF  THE  FIRE 
DEPARTiMENT. 

Borden,  Thomas  J  1870-72 

Connell,   Thomas  1875 

Davol,  William  C  1892-97,  1901- 

Davol,  \Villiam  C,  Jr  1S7G-S1,  1884-91 

Durfee,  Holder  B  1873-74 

Greene,  Chester  W  1857 

Langford,   James  1898-1900 

Macfarlane,  John  A  1882-83 

Miller,  Southard  H  lS(')-09 

Morrill,  Jonathan  E  1855-50,  1858-59 
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DEPUTY    CHIEF    ENGINEERS    OF  THE 
FIUIO  DEI'AinWHONT. 

Bovvers,  .JoHepli,   ];m)5- 

ASSISTANT  ENOINEIORS  OF  THE 
FIRE  DIOPARTMENT. 

Brownell,  Isaac  T  1X77-78,  1S80 

Carey,  Edward  P....  19115- 

Connell,   Thomas  1SS3 

Langford,  James  lSSr)-9G 

McKenney,  Felix,  .)r..lS7<;,  1S7!»,  1S81-S2,  1S81 
RemiiiKton,    Hale  1 897-190  1 

CITY  MARSHALS. 

Brigham,  D.  Sewell  1878-81 

Biilfiiuon,  Samuel  R  1858-59 

Fames,  Asa  18G2-G;; 

Gray,  Franklin  ISGC 

(Jreene,  Chester  W  1S57,  18G(I-C1 

Hilliiard,  Rufus  B  1880- 

Hiint,  Josiah  A  1882-8i; 

Sisson,  William  1855-5(1 

Wilcox,  Henry  C  18G4-C5 

Winslow,  Albert  18G7-C8 

Wrig'ht,  Andrew  R  18G9-77 

ASSISTANT  CITY  MARSHALS. 

Borden,  James  F  1873-7  4 

Borden,  John  R  1872-74 

Brockl(;hurst,   Jo.hn  1872-74 

Carpenter,  I.,ewis  W  18GG 

Chace,  Mark  P  1870-71 

Eaton,  Josiah  K  1807 

Fleet,    Juhn  188',1- 

Flynn,  Patrick  .1873-74 

Hall,  Ama/.iah  C  1873-74 

Harding,    Charles  1873-74 

Hilliard,  lUifus  B  18S3-8G 

Hinckley,  Charles  1882 

Holden,  George.  18G7-G9 

Hunt,  Josiah  A  1881 

McMahcm,    Simon  1873 

O'Neal,  D.  D  1SG8-72 

Packard,  Timothy  C  1874 

Pearce,  Albert  T  1872-74,  1877-80 

Pearce,  Bowen  L  1SG1-C5 

Rawson,  S.  P  1873 

Reed,  William..*.  18G4-GG 

Reed,  William,  Jr  1858-G3 

Say  ward,  .Tohn  W  1SG8-74 

Sergens,  Edward  L  18G7-71 

Taber,   Gideon  ISGG 

Watson,  James  E  ,  1S58-G2 

Winter.  William  A  1873-74 

W.rightinglon,  William  E  1SG3-74 

Wyatt,  George  W  1872-76 


PHYSICIANS. 

Abbott,  John  H  1879-81 

Bowen,  Seabiiry  \V   1872-74 

Buck,  Augustus  W  1N97-9N 

Copeland,  Charles  W  1878 

Cummings,  Michael  A  l,S91-9(; 

Davis,  Robert  T  KS57-58 

Dedrick,  Alhert  C  1899-19'i)3 

Dwelly,  Jerome  1S55-5G,  1859,  1805-08 

Gilbert,  John  1898-99 

Hartley,  James  W   1802-04 

Kelly,  Michael  1891-93 

Learned,  Ebenezer  T  4800-01 

Leary,  John  H  1888-90 

Merritt,  S.  Virgil  19(i:;- 

bmith,  Isaac,  Jr  1871 

Sullivan,  James  E  1882-87 

Tourtellot,  .lohn  Q.  A   1875-77 

Whitaker,  John  li   1809-70 

FIRST  DISTRICT  PHYSICIANS. 

Fecteau,  Adelard  I9i)ii-(i2 

Gilbert,  John  1891-93 

Gunning,  Thomas  1 891-!I0 

Huard,  Joseph  E   1897-99 

SECOND  DISTRICT  PHYSICIANS. 

Collet t,   Peter   A.   A  189  1-90 

(iibbs,  Samuel  W  19()()-(i2 

Harris,  Emanuel  1897-99 

St.  Germain,  Valmoro  1891-93 

ASSISTANT  CITY  PHYSICIANS. 

Butler,  Richard  B  1900- 

Fecteau,  Adelard  1903- 

Herbert,  Edward  19()3-05 

MEMBERS  OF  BOARDS  OF  COM.MISSION- 
ERS  OF  THl']  SINKING  FUNDS. 

Alibotr,  .lohn   II  1900-01 

Anthony,  Arthur  1882-8  1 

Hasselt,  Charles  A  4888-1901 

Billings,  George  W   1874-81 

Borden,  Nathaniel  B  1890-91 

Borden,  Simeon  1871-95 

Borden,  Thomas,  Jr  1874-75 

Braley,  Henry  K  1882-83 

Brown,  Samuel  M  1S74-7G 

Bnfflnton,  Charles  C  4887-88 

Buinnton,  Clarence  1885-04 

Carroll,   William  1874-75 

Clarke,  Henry  W   1895- 

Clarke,  John  S.  B.'  1890 

Coughlin,  John  W  1891-94 

Covel,  Alphonso  S  1870-78 

Cummings,  John  W  1885,  1887-88 
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Davenport,  James  F  1874-77 

D  .vol,  Abner  P  18y2-93 

Durfee,  Raudall   N  1S94 

Earl,  Henry  H  1882-84 

Hddy,  George  H  187G 

lOddy,  George  H.,  Jr  1902-04 

Greene,  William  S  1877-80,  188U,  1895 

Grime,  George  1902-0o 

Hargraves,  James  1895 

Hathaway,  Edward  E  1879- 

Hawes,  William  M  1880 

Henry,  James  \V  1889 

Henry,  Robert  1881 

Higginson,  Edward  18yG-99 

Hopewell,  William  1898 

H-iard.  John  B  1901-05 

Hudner,  Michael  T  iyo(; 

Jackson,  Amos  U  1897-99 

Jackson,  James  F  1889-90 

Lawson,  Frederick  W  1900 

Lindsey,  Crawford  E  1878-79 

Marshall,  Robert  1905- 

.McGraw,  Frank  1881 

Heed,  Millon  18N-I 

IMey,  Frank  1902 

Rjnnseville,  Cyrus  W  1885 

Slickney,  Charles  P  1874-78 

Talbot,  Herbert  C  190  1- 

Tiirmiison,  Edward  F  1899 

Tinkham,  John  G  188G 

Tripp,  Azariali  S  1879-87 

Watters,  Frank  M  I'.toi 

Wood,  L.Elmer   1900- 

MEM'BERS   OF   THE   B0.\R1)S   OF  FIRE 
COM. MISSl  ONERS. 

De  Tonnancour,  Godtruy  190o-04 

Durfee,  George  N  19o;!-05 

Lynch,  Edward  19o;!- 

McNally,  -Michael  1905- 

Woodman,  Charles  B  190G- 


MEMBERS  OF  BOARDS  OF  OVERSEERS 
OF  THE  POOR. 
(The    Mayor    and    Aldermen    were  the 
Oversee  of  the   Poor  from   1854   to  181)0.) 


Abbott,  John  H  1900-01 

Brady,  James  C  1894-190G 

Braley,  Henry  K  1890-91 

Buflinton,  Charles  C  1890-1900 

Coughlin,  John  T  1905-OG 

Couglilin,  John  W  1891-94 

Cuttle,  John  1892-53 

Greene,  Cornelius  S  1890-190G 

Greene,  William  S  1895-97 

Grime,  George  1902-04 

Holmes,  Charles  J  1890-1905 
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J.- "kson,  Amos  M  1898-99 

Jackson,  James  F  1890 

Wordell,  Marcus  M  I'JOG 

AGENTS  OF  BOARDS  OF  OVERSEERS  OF 
POOR. 

Brown,  Samuel  .M.,  Jr  1875-7G 

Bulfinton,  Benjamin  1S80-SI 

Fairbanks,  George  O   1877-79,  1882-n:; 

Harrison,  Joseph  1884-1904 

Plummer,  Edward  1904-OG 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  PARK 
CO.M.MISSIONERS. 

Cook,  Richard  H  1902- 

uanielson,  Charles  R  1902- 

Doirerty,  Edward  A  1902-o;i 

Madden,  Thomas  J  1903-05 

McCiarance,  .Matthew  A   1902- 

isadeau,  John  B  190G- 

Small,  Reuben  C,  Jr  1902-05 

Torphy,  John  E  1905- 

ME.MBERS    OF   THE  RESERVOIR 
COM.MISSIONS. 

Abbott,  John  H  1900-01 

Biltcliffe,  ^\•iiliaIll  190C- 

Borden,  Philip  I)  1895- 

Coughlin,  Julin  T  1905- 

Clarke,  John  S.  B  190:!-o5 

Eddy,  George  H  1895-1904 

Greene,  Willia.m  S  1895-97 

Grime,  George  1902-04 

Harley,  William  J  1904-05 

Jackson,  Amo.s  .M  1898  90 

Leary,  Jeremiah  R  1895-97 

Mitchell,   William  1901-05 

Sullivan,  Daniel  J  190G- 

Sweeney,  .Michael  1897-1 9o:i 

W'atson,  Samuel  1895-1 900 

Wallers,  Joseph  1900- 

CLERK  OF  THE  RESERVOIR 
COM.MISSIONS. 
Borden,  Philip  D  1895- 


MEMBERS  OF  SCHOOL  COM.MITTEES. 

Adams,  Edward  S  1894-1 900 

Adams,  Lydian  S  1872-75 

Adams,  Robert  1809-71 

Adams,  William  W  lS0G-(;7,  1870-79 

Aldrich,  James  M   1854-GO,  1872-78 

Aldrich,  Louisa  G  1880-97 

Archer,  John  J  1878-80 

Barnett,  Robert  E  1857-58 

Bennett,  William  G  1880-99 
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Boomer,  Frederic  A  1SC5  G7,  18G9-71 

Borden,  Simeon  18G0-G3,  1S72-74 

Borden,  Spencer  1884-85 

Brady,  Jolin  1891-03 

Bronaon,  George  W  1874,  1879-81 

Brown,  John  1891-93 

Bnck,  Clifirles  W  18GG-G8 

BuUoclc,  Androw  D  18G2-G4 

Brown,  Samuel  M  18G7-G9 

Butler,  S.  Wright  1871-73 

Cliace,  S.  Angier  1855-59 

Cook,  Benjamin  188G-90 

Cone,  Dwight  E  1891-92 

Connell,  Arthur  I   1903--UG 

Cunm.'!),  ^Villiam  18G5-73 

Davis,  Benjamin  H  1855 

Dawlcy,  Joseph  E  1855-5G,  1859-G2 

Dinian,  J.  Lewis   1859-GO 

Duhmiue,  Hugo  A   1884-90 

Dwelly,  Jerome  1S54-5G,  isno-Gd,  1804-78 

Earl,  Benjamin  18GG-G9 

Eddy,  Thomas  F   1874,  187G-78 

Eric,  William  H   1875-80 

Fairbanks,  George;  O  18()G-GS 

Ford,  James  1855-50 

Gould,  John  B  18G0 

Grant,  Percy  S  18!)l-93 

Hartley,  James  W   1857-5'8 

Hathaway,  Richmond  B.,  Jr  1904-00 

Hat^iaway,  Warrt-'n   1858-59 

Heaiy,  Harriet  '1   1880-94 

Henry,  Robert  18G9-71 

Holmes,  Charles  J  18G2-C5,  18GS-79 

Holmes,  Thomas  1SC5 

Hooper,  Foster  18G0-G5 

Hunt,  Ebene/.er  W  1882 

Hurley,  Patrick  J   1883-89 

Hyde,  Mary  E  1895-1900 

Jackson,  Amos  M  1879-87 

Jennings,  Andrew  J  1875-77 

Kennedy,  William  A  1872-74 

Lawton,  Job  G  1854 

Learned,  Ebene/.er  T  1855-5G 

Leland,  Mary  G  1873 

Lincoln,  Leontine  1880-1903 

Liudsey,  Crawford  E  1870-72 

Locke,  George  W  18GG 

Locke,  Jeremiah  F  1888-90 

Lyman,  Payson  W  1893-1901 

Maclaren,  W'ilUam  1857-G3 

Martin,  William  J  1S94-190G 

iVlcCrecry,  James  E  1879 

McCreery,  Robert  E  1899-1902 

Mills,  Chnrles  E  1877-79 

O.sborn,  Hannah  F  1898-1900,  1902-OG 

PeloQuin,  Pierre  F  1897-1903 

.Poolert,  Seth   1859-00,  1807-08 

Porter,  Emery  M  1857-59 


Ramsbottom,  Thomas  L  1879-84 

Reed,  Milton  1870-71 

Scott,  Walter  1875 

Slade,  Albion  K  1875-70 

Smith,  Agnes  M  19U1-0G 

Smith,  Irani  N  1877-78 

Snow,  Charles  A  180(1-04 

Swift,  Marcus  G.  B   1881-83,  1888-90 

Thurston,  Eli   1851-55,  1858-59 

Tourtellot,  John  Q.  A  1881-83 

Tripp,  Almadus  W  1857-59 

Tripp,  Azariah  S   1854-04,  1808-70 

Waring,  William  J   1894-90 

Warner,  William  R   1885-87 

Wiley,  George  T  

Wixon,  Susan  H   1871-70,  18',iii-19()(; 

Wright,  Alfred  A  1800 

MEMBERS  OF  THIO   WATUPPA  WATEli 
LUAUnS. 

Biltcliffe,  William  1905- 

Borden,  Philii)  1)  1871-82 

Bowen,  Joseph  A  1871-74 

Butler,  John   1874-78 

Coffey,  Michael  T   1893-90 

Everett,  Nathan  B   1899-191)5 

Field,  George  I  1898-1901 

Hawes,  William  B   1894-1900 

Hawes,  William  M  1882-91 

Holden,  Andrew  1890-99 

Lindsey,  William  1871-79 

Neill,  Josepii  O  1879-82 

Osborn,  Weaver  l878-;»3 

Sullivan,  Daniel  J  1900- 

Watters,  Joseph  1883-98,  19iil- 

CLERKS  OF  THE  WATIOR  BOARDS  AND 
WATER  REGISTRARS. 

Churchill,  Charles  H  1872-79 

Robertson,  William  W   1879- 

SUPERINTENDl'^NTS  OF  WATEli  WORKS. 

Briggs,  George  A  7.  7. "7.  1871-74 

Carr,  William,  Jr  (acting)  .  .'  1880 

Kieran,  Patrick   1880- 

Martine,  Alfred  11   1881-84 

Rotch,  William  1875-79 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  HI'IALTH. 

(The    Board   of    Aldei-men   acted    as  the 
Board  of  Health  up  lo  1878.) 

Abbott,  John  H  1x79-81 

Anthony,  James  S  1878-80,  1889-90 

Biltcliffe,  Thomas  1887-88 

Braley,  Isaac  L  19o;l- 

Buck,  Augustus  W  1897-98 
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Bufliiiton,  Benjamin  1890-91 

Cabana,  Louis  V  1S9S-1901 

Collett,  Pttur  A.  A  1902- 

Copeland,  Charks  \V  1S78 

CaininiingH,  iMichael  189'1-9G 

Dudriclc,  Albci-t  C  19UU-()2 

DeUranclpri.',  I.ouis  P  1892-95 

Gilbert,  Juan  1898-99 

Hicks,  Charles  A  1895-19(15 

Kelly,  Alicliac-I  1891-9:!,  1900- 

Leary,  .John  H   1888-90 

LeunarJ.  John   .M  18^8-89 

.Merrill,  o.  Virgil  190o- 

.McOraw,  Frank  188C-S8 

Aloi  riss,  Samuel  B  1891-94 

St.  George,  Aiohibaui  1N9G-97 

tiullivan,  James  E  1878-83 

Winslow,  Benjamin  F  1878-8;! 

Young,  John  M  1881-85 

A(;FN1\S  Ol'-  T\IK  liOARl^S  OF  HFAl/PH. 
(Oul'  ol  the  members  ol  the  Board  acted 
as  Agent  of  the  Board  ui;  to  1902.) 
Morriss,  Samuel  B  1902- 

CLERKS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

(The  City  Clerk  acted  as  Clerk  of  the 
Board  u\>  to  189U.) 

..lasoii,  George  R  1890-9:! 

Wisuman,  Thomas  F  189:!- 

INSl'ECTORS  OF  PLUMBING, 
i.ynch,  .lames  H  1891- 

MIO.MliERS      OF      THE      BOARDS  OF 
TRI'STIOES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

(Since  tlie  establishment  of  the  library  in 
IStiO.) 

Abbott,  John  H  1900-01 

Al)rah'am,  .John  1879-81 


Adams,  William  \V  1SS2 

Bassett,  Rufus  \V  IS'J  1-1900,  1900 

Bennett,  William  V.  18VJ-81 

Borden,  Simeun   1800-72,  1.S7-1-79 

Borden,   Spencer   1900- 

Braley,  Henry  K   1882,  lL)i;5- 

Brown,  Samuel  m  I800-7o 

Bulhnlon,  Edwai  ,i  P  1800-00 

Butler,  John  187:J-75 

Coughlin,  John  «V  ISO  10  I 

Cuinmings,  John  A'  1.SS5,  18.N7,  ISSS 

Davenport,  James  F  18*4-77 

Davis,  Robert  T  1873,  1870-78 
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CHAPTER  XVIII 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES  OF  WELL-KNOWN  FALL  RIVER  MEN, 

PAST  AND  PRESENT 


"  cA  sacred  burden  is  the  life  ye  bear. 
Look  on  it,  hft  it.  bear  it  solemnly  ; 
Stand  up  and  ivalk  beneath  it  steadfastly  ; 
Fail  not  for  sorrotv,  falter  not  for  sm, 
'■l^ut  on  ward,  upward,  till  the  goal  ye  Ivin." 


C.  D.  BORDEN.— If  Fall  River  men  and 
women  wltl'  asktul  who  of  the  city's  citizens 
hail  (lone  niott  for  it,  the  answer,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  would  be  Mr.  M.  C.  D.  Bor- 
den, and  that  without  a  moment's  hesila- 
lion.  Nor  would  they  be  wrong,  for,  in 
addition  to  erecting  a  niannnoth  plant  that 
has  given  employment  to  thousands  of  peo- 
l)le,  which  has  added  immeasurably  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city,  he  has 
kept  that  plant  running  with  constant  em- 
ployment at  good  wages  through  good  times 
and  bad,  and  lias  often  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  other  corporations  by  relieving 
them  of  stocks  of  cloth  that  were  proving 
a  source  of  uneasiness.  His  action  has  more 
than  once  averted  the  closing  of  the  other 
mills  till  they  could  sell  their  cloth,  and 
has  frequently  prevented  a  reduction  of 
wages.  In  more  cases  than  one,  moreover, 
he  has,  by  his  independent  action,  raised 
the  compensation  of  his  employees  and 
thereby  lienelited  the  entire  city  by  making 
a  similar  advance  necessary  in  all  the  mills. 
There  is  another  side  of  Mr.  Borden  which 
is  never  forgotten,  and  that  is  the  pl^ilan- 
thropic.  He  himself  declared  in  1895,  at  a 
notable  dinner  on  the  occasion  of  the  start- 
ing of  the  No.  4  mill  of  the  Iron  Works 
plant,  at  which  he  annoimced  a  gift  of 
$11)0,000  to  the  charities  of  Fall  River,  that 
"unusual  success  in  the  accumulation  of 
wealth  brings  with  it  inseparably  extraor- 
dinary responsibilities,"  and  he  has  nobly 
fulfilled  this  by  what  he  has  done  in  erect- 
ing the  beautiful  club  building,  a  picture 
of  which  appears  in  this  work,  for  the  poor 
boys  of  Fall  River,  to  which  he  is  now 
erecting  a  large  addition  for  the  use  of  the 
men.  If  all  the  immense  plants  owned  by 
Mr.  Borden  were  swept  away,  this  would 


stand  as  a  noble  memoi'ial  to  the  man  and 
his  kindl}'  lieart,  and  wouhl  ensure  his  being 
held  in  grateful  remembrance  b>  the  work- 
ing people  of  Fall  River  for  generations.  A 
bold  and  skilful  operator,  who  has  had  the 
courage  to  push  forwartl  where  othei's  held 
back,  Mr.  Borden  has  earned  the  phenome- 
nal success  that  has  come  to  him.  His 
business  methods  are  essentially  modern, 
his  decisions  once  taken  are  executed  with 
promptness.  He  has  made  the  product  of 
the  American  Printing  Company  in  a  sense 
the  standard  of  the  world,  and  the  cotton 
mills  that  supply  it  a  model  for  all  manii- 
ifacturers.  His  competitors,  though  they 
may  at  times  feel  being  beaten  at  their  own 
game,  yet  hold  an  admiration  none  the  less 
deep  and  sincere  for  this  master  of  industry. 
The  fact  that  iSIr.  Borden  is  a  native  of 
this  city,  where  he  spent  his  early  days,  and 
a  descendant  of  Fall  River  men  of  sttriing 
character  who  had  been  most  active  in  pro- 
moting its  welfare,  naturally  i)lays  no  small 
part  in  the  pride  Fall  River  takes  in  his 
achievements.  The  son  of  Col.  Richard  Bor- 
den and  Abby  \V.  Dtnfee,  he  came  of  a 
long  line  of  dist inguisbed  ancestry,  who 
early  emigrated  from  Kent  County,  lOngland, 
had  been  active  in  the  settlement  of  the 
northern  part  of  Rhode  Island  and  later  in 
the  development  of  Fall  River,  in  which  the 
Bordens,  by  sectiring  the  control  of  the 
water  power  of  the  stream  soon  after  1700, 
have  always  been  prominent.  His  father 
was  the  first  treasurer  and  agent  of  the 
Fall  River  Iron  Works  Company,  organized 
in  1S21,  and  later  became  an  influential  of- 
ficer in  nearly  all  the  early  industries,  like 
the  Troy  Cotton  &  Woolen  Manufactory,  the 
Fall  River  Manufactory,  the  Melacomet  Mill 
and  the  American   Print  Works.     It  was 
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mainly  through  his  efforts  that  the  first 
railroad  here  was  built,  and  he  was  likewise 
the  founder  of  the  first  line  between  this  city 
and  New  York,  which  was  later  to  become 
the  famous  Fall  River  Line.  Col.  Borden 
was,  f uri iierniore,  active  in  church  and  char- 
itai)le  woi  k,  and  was  deservedly  one  of  the 
city's  most  iKJUored  inliahilants.  Matthew 
Chaloner  Duifee  IU)rden  was  born  here  and 
eihicated  first  at  a  boarding  school  in  Au- 
burndale  in  1857,  tlien  at  Phillips'  Academy, 
Andover,  in  1S5.S  and  1S59.  He  entered  Yale 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the 
class  of  I.Sfif.  He  soon  became  associated 
with  the  American  Printing  Company,  which 
following  the  panic  of  1871^  had  met  with 
severe  reverses,  and,  together  with  his 
brother,  tlie  late  Thomas  J.  Borden,  soon 
placed  it  on  a  more  substantial  basis.  Dur- 
ing the  first  years  Mr.  M.  C.  D.  Borden  di- 
rected thf  sale  of  the  goods  in  New  York, 
wliiit'  his  l)r()ther  looked  out  for  the  local 
end  of  the  industry.  In  ISSO  the  latter  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  entirely  to  Mr.  M.  C.  D. 
Borden,  who  then  'became  and  has  continued 
to  be  the  sole  owner  of  the  plant.  Shortly 
after  he  acquired  the  abandoned  plant  of 
the  Fall  River  Iron  Works,  adjoining  the 
print  works,  ra/.ed  the  buildings,  and  in  1889 
built  the  first  of  the  great  mills,  3Sfi  feet 
long  l)y  12(1  feet  wide  and  four  stories  high. 
The  mill  is  said  to  have  been  built  because, 
as  owner  of  the  American  Print  Works,  he 
was  sometimes  trilled  with  by  treasurers 
and  agents  of  the  mills  whose  cloth  it  was 
his  business  to  print.  He  determined  to 
make  a  part  at  least  of  the  cloth  that  he 
was  to  use,  and  so  in  a  measure  become 
iinlependent.  The  business  prospered,  and 
in  I.S92,  No.  2  mill  was  erected,  throe 
stories  'high,  over  ,575  feet  long  and  120  feet 
wide,  and  in  lS!t:!  No.  15  mill  was  built,  which 
is  feet  long  and  112  fcet  wide;  it  is  four 
stoiies  high  and  a  very  imposing  structure. 
'Vh'j  fourth  mill,  and  the  largest  yet  erect- 
ed, followed  in  1  S!»5,,  ;!72i/^  feet  in  length  and 
1051,0  feet  in  width.  The  starting  of  this 
mill,  October  17,  1S95,  was  made  the  oc- 
casion of  i  notable  breakfast  on  the  mag- 
nilicent  steamer  Priscilla  of  the  Fall  River 
Line,  which,  as  has  already  been  said,  was 
founded  by  his  father,  Col.  Borden.  A  party 
(jf  about  seventy  distinguished  and  influen- 
tial men  of  New  York  and  Philadeli)hia  came 
on  from  New  York  as  Mr,  Borden's  guests, 
and  after  l)eing  joint'd  by  many  of  the  prom- 
inent local  citizens,  inspected  the  plant  and 


witnessed  the  turning  on  of  the  steam  by 
the  owner  that  set  in  motion  the  immense 
Corliss  engine  which  furnished  the  motive 
power  for  80,000  spindles.  The  guests  then 
adjourned  to  the  dining  room  of  the  Pris- 
cilla, where  luncheon  was  served,  followed 
by  addresKi's  by  Mr.  Borden,  Hon.  Charles 
Kmory  Smith,  of  Philadelphia;  his  Honor, 
Mayor  William  S.  Greene,  of  Fall  River;  J. 
Edward  Simmons,  president  of  the  Fourth 
National  Bank  of  New  York;  Hon.  John  S. 
Bray  ton,  of  Fall  River;  Isaac  H.  Bailey  and 
John  R.  Van  Wormer,  of  New  York,  and 
Hon.  Leontine  Lincoln,  of  Fall  River.  Mr. 
Borden  then  rose  and  said:  "In  bringing 
this  part  of  the  day's  routine  to  a  close,  I 
have  to  ask  your  attention  t(j  one  word  more 
from  me.  In  what  I  now  have  to  say  I 
pray  that  I  may  not  be  charged  with  even 
a  suspicion  of  ostentation  or  the  slightest 
breach  (jf  tlie  i)roprieties  lliat  are  insepara- 
ble from  the  truest  manliood.  Ordinarily  it 
is  indisputable  that  charities  should  be 
(piietly  and  modestly  administered,  not  dis- 
lilayed.  But  I  am  moved  to  believe  'lat  1 
shall  not  ibe  misunderstood  if  I,  for  once, 
just  because  of  the  occasion  and  its  lessons, 
take  a  different  course  in  what  I  am  now 
about  to  do.  I  believe  in  success — tlie  great- 
er the  better.  I  believe  in  the  accumulation 
of  wealth  without  any  limit,  except  always 
that  fixed  by  clean  and  honorable  methods. 
But  I  believe,  also,  that  unusual  success 
brings  with  it  inseparably  extraordinary 
responsil)ilities,  and,  therefore,  .standing  be- 
fore you  in  grateful  recognition  of  a  kind 
Providence  that  has  so  favon.'il  me,  1  liereby 
announce  my  intention  to  donate  to  the  char- 
ities of  Fall  River,  in  such  ilirections  as 
may  appear  to  me  best,  the  sum  of  $l(lli,li()u," 
The  announcement  was  a  comjilete  surprise, 
and  after  a  moment's  astonishment  the  party 
burst  into  applause  whi(di  lasted  for  many 
minutes.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  the 
gift  went  toward  the  buihling  fund  of  the 
Home  for  Aged  People,  and  smaller  sums  to 
other  deserving  institutions,  but  the  'bulk 
was  used  in  erecting  a  home  for  the  Boys' 
Club.  The  building  erected  on  Anawan 
street  from  this  friend  and  the  additions 
made  to  it  by  Mr.  Borden  was  dedicated 
late  in  1^97.  It  is  the  handsomest  of  its 
kind  for  the  exclusive  use  of  street  bo.^■s  in 
the  country  and  has  proved  serviceable  as 
well  as  beautiful.  It  is  of  pressed  brick 
with  brown-stone  trimmings,  and  frieze  of 
artistic  architecture  and  finisln^d  in  oak 
with  colored  glass  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
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windows.  It  is  equipped  with  a  theatre, 
.^yiiinasiiiiii,  swiiiiiniiig  pnol,  library  and 
clul)  looms,  and  lia.s  ih)ne  an  excellent  worlv 
for  the  hoys  of  tlie  city,  of  \vlu)iu  it  has  a 
niuniliei-ship  of  nearly  L'.diin.  .Mr.  liorden  i.s 
now  constrnct  in.i;  on  I'ofassi.'t  .'^treel  a  huKe 
addition  to  the  linildin.L^  for  llie  nse  of  the 
nuMi.  Tlu;  w<)i'l<  of  mill  liiiilding  wa.s  not  to 
slop,  lio\vc\er,  with  No.  1.  .\  fifth  mill  in 
the  same  group  followed  in  III112,  and  Nos. 
G  and  7  havu  since  hrm  adik'd.  The  lirst 
five  mills  were  all  grouped  alioul  (uic  enor- 
mous chimney.  I!,')!)  fi'et  in  liciglit  and  Miirty 
feet  in  diamett-r  at  (lie  base.  All  are  of 
brick  on  .granite'  foundations  and  are  nota- 
bly well  ligliled  and  arranged  for  the  most 
prolilable  nuumfact  urin.g.  Meantime.  ,Mi\ 
Horden  liail  actpiired  the  Fall  Kivt-r  Macdiint? 
Company's  jn'operty  east  of  his  plant,  and 
ei'ected  mannnoth  store-houses.  In  Decem- 
ber, lIHil,  ln'  ]iur(diast'd  the  old  Metacomet 
mill  pro|)erty  adjoining,  in  which  he  in- 
stalled new  njachines  and  which  'he  has 
largely  renujdelled.  In  lltofi  lu'  erected 
across  the  stream  on  the  site  of  the  Ana  wan 
mill,  built  in  IM!.'),  and  one  of  the  t'arliest 
here,  his  latest  factory,  somewhai  smaller 
than  sonu-  of  the  other  mills,  liut  which 
it  is  pi'edicteil  will  be  nltimal(.dy  gi'eatly  eii- 
lai  ged.  Other  additions  anil  impi-ovement  s 
are  consianlly  being  made.  This  immense 
cotton  plant  operates  IfiH.diii)  spindles  and 
i:;,!!')?  looms.  I'^igures  compiled  before  the 
erection  of  the  No.  7  mill  have  the  amount 
of  cotton  used  each  year  as  (IS.dPP  l)ali:S 
ami  tlu'  yarils  of  (doth  produced  |)er  annum 
1 7ri. (Mill, (1(1(1.  These  should  be  increased 
about  one-sixtli  b.\'  tlu;  product  of  the  i\ew 
mill.  Mr.  Horden's  print  works,  with  thirtx- 
machines,  easily  the  lar.gest  in  the  country, 
lirint  four  and  a  half  million  yards  of  calico 
eacdi  weidi.  The  total  number  of  emplo.\('(l 
in  the  comldneil  plants  is  Ijidween  five  anil 
six  thousand.  'I'he  mills  themselves  are  of 
the  most  nuxlern  artdiifectnre  and  their 
.grounds  an;  kept  in  the  best  of  condition, 
justifying  the  recent  remark  of  one  foreign- 
b(jin  citizen,  that  they  are  "like  a  great 
landkn-d's  luwn  in  the  old  country."  Mr. 
Borden  in  ISO.')  marrit'd  Harriett  M.  Durfee, 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  .Mrs.  Nat  hen  Durfee, 
and  has  three  sons  living,  havin.g  lost  four 
children — Howard  S.,  the  treasurer  of  the 
Iron  Works  Comiiany;  lierlram  treas- 
urer of  the  American  Printing  Company,  and 
Matthew.  IMr.  M.  C.  D.  Horden  is  president 
of  bot'h  corporations,  and  with  the  two  sons 
first  named  constitute  the  board  of  directors. 


COL.  RICHARD  BORDEN  was  born  in 
Fall  Rivei'  (foiiuerly  Freetown),  April  I'J, 
17115.  He  was  identilied  with  the  early  shii)- 
l)ing  of  the  place  and  was  largely  interested 
in  \'aiioiis  euterpiist's,  among  which  was 
ilie  cotliHi  industr.\'.  His  early  'education 
was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  earl\-  in  life  began  his 
famous  cart'er  ;\s  a  manufacturer.  He  built 
several  \essels.  Among  llu'm  was  the 
"Irene  and  the  Betse.x."  l'"or  o\-er  l',o  years 
Air.  liorden  was  prominent  in  the  linancial 
and  l)usiness  interests  of  the  city.  He  was 
(ULe  n{  the  organizers  of  the  I-'all  Rivel' 
Iron  Works  and  was  'iis  it  i-easurer  and 
a.gent  up  10  the  linie  of  ret  iri'iufut  from 
active  business  life.  He  was  interested  in 
the  liuilding  and  opi'iaiion  of  t!ie  Watuppa 
Reservoir  Compaii.\',  'l'ro.\'  Cotton  and 
\Vo(dlen  Manufacturing  Co.,  'I'he  .\u- 
awan  Mill,  the  .\iiierican  Print  Works,  the 
.Metacomet  .Mill,  l'\ill  Kixcr  Railroad  and 
Steamboat  lini',  (ias  Works  and  was  presi- 


Col,  Richard  Borden 
(Deceased) 

dent  and  a  dir>.'ctor  of  the  American  I^rint 
Woidis,  .Ameiican  Linen  Co.,  Richard 
Borden  .Mill  Co..  tiiid'  Fall  Rivi'r  Na- 
tional Bank,  the  Fall  Rivi'r  Iron  Works, 
Mount  Hoi)e  .Mill  Co.,  i)resiitent  of  the 
B;iy  State  Sletimboat  C(Mnpany,  Providence 
1  ool  Co.,  Ctijie  Cod  Railroad  Co.,  the  Bor- 
den ;\Iinin,g  Co  of  Frostbiirg,  .Mil.,  ami  many 
othi'r  corporatiiuis  and  institutions.-  His 
was  indeed  a  biis>-  an,!  eventful  life,  well 
s|)ent,  and  certainly  an  incentive  fen*  the 
rlsin.g  yoiiili  uf  our  i)rogressive  city.  The 
(dtizens  of  Fall  River  owe  him  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  tlie  present  admirable  sys- 
tem of  railroad  transportiit  ioii  between 
I'^ili  River,  Bost(Hi  and  New  Ycudi.  It  was 
he  wdio  pushed   the   railroad   business  and 
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through  hib  ell'orls  that  the  present  system 
we  enjoy  became  a  reality.  It  would  take 
a  large  volume  to  tell  you  all  about  Col, 
Borden  and  what  he  accomplished  for  his 
Jellow  citizens,  but  enough  has  been  told 
to  show  that  he  was  one  of  the  really  great 
men  of  Fall  River,  and  we  only  wish  we 
liad  the  space  to  devote  to  this  remarliable 
man  of  affairs.  He  was  the  head  and  front 
of  everj-thing  of  worlh,  and  in  ISli;  joined 
I  lie  local  militia  company  as  a  private,  and 
was  promoted  while  in  his  minority.  He 
was  first  commissioned  ensign  in  a  com- 
pany of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Infantry 
July  30,  1814.  In  1815  he  was  commission- 
ed lieutenant  in  tlie  same  regiment.  He 
received  lus  first  c(jmmission  as  captain 
A|)ril  11,  181N,  and  his  second  commission 
May  2,  1821',  and  liolh  in  the  Fifth  Regiment 
()[  Infantry.  He  was  made  lieutenant-col- 
onel of  the  same  regiment  .lune  28,  182:!, 
and  colonel  March  12,  1828.  After  his  pro- 
motion he  retired  from  service.  His  in- 
terest in  the  soldiers  is  illustrated  in  the 
soldiers'  monument  and  burial-place  which 
was  given  liy  him  at  the  entrance  to  Oak 
t'.rove  Cemetery  and  the  Richard  Borden 
Post  of  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Col.  Borden  passed  away  February  25,  1871. 
csiteemed  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  'him. 

HON.  JOHN  SlfMMERFIELD  BRAYTON 
was  perhaps  the  chief  financial  and  indus- 
trial fulcrum  on  which  Fall  River  raised  it- 
self from  an  ol)Scure  factory  village  to  the 
l)roud  position  of  America's  foremost  textile 
centre.  For  over  forty  years  he  wielded, 
peisonally,  thu  power  of  the  communit,\'s 
greatest  linancial  resource,  yet  always  witli 
a  view  to  advancing  the  community's  pros- 
perity and  advancement.  He  was  modest,  re- 
tiring, generous  and  public  spirited  and 
never  desired  greater  laurels  than  thcjse 
which  usually  fall  to  the  faithful  public  ser- 
vant, whose  duty  has  been  well  performed. 
Since  that  day,  in  Kilo,  when  its  founder, 
Francis  Brayton,  came  from  England,  and 
settled  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  the  Brayton 
family,  to  which  John  Summerfield  Bray- 
ton belonged^  has  been  prominent  in  the  >ip- 
building  of  the  country  contigucnis  to  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay.  In  every  branch  of  his  an- 
cestry he  was  descended  from  pioneer  New 
England  stock  His  grandfather,  John  Bray- 
ton, was  one  oi  the  founders  of  Methodism 
in  tills  section,  and  in  honor  of  Rev.  John 
Summerfleld,  one  of  the  early  preachti-^- 
that  denomination,  he  was  named.  John 


Sumnierfield   Brayton    was   born   in  Swan- 
sea,   directly    across    the    bay    from  the 
tcene  of  his  later  labors,  on  December  3, 
182G.    His  parents  were  Israel  and  Keziah 
(Anthony)  Brayton.    Raised  amid  the  usual 
environments  of  the  farmer's  son  he  was 
early  made  accpiainted   with  the  virtue  of 
liard  work.    His  boyhood  was  siient  on  the 
homestead  farm  and  sut'li  education  as  came 
to  liim  was  Lhat  of  tlie  ilistrict  school,  sup- 
plemented later  by  more  advanced  couraes 
in  the  public  schools  of  Fall  River.  By 
close  application  to  personal  study  in  pri- 
vate he  fitted  himself  for  the  post  of  teacher 
in  the  district  school,  and  thus  secured  the 
means  to  study  further  at  Pierce  Academy, 
Middleboro.    By  his  own  efforts  Mr.  Bray- 
ton fitted  for  Brown  University  at  the  Uni- 
versit.N-  Crammar  Scliool  in  Providence,  ma- 
triculated at  Brown  in  1847,  and  graduated 
in  the  class  of  '51  with  honors.  Adopting 
the  profession  of  law,  he  studied  in  the  of- 
fice of  Thomas  Da  we  Eliot  at  New  Bedford, 
took  a  course  at  tlie  Dane  Law  Scliool  of 
Harvard  College,  and  graduated  in  1S53.  On 
August  8  of  tliat  year  he  'was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  bar  of  Suffolk  County.  Mr. 
Brayton  started  practice  in  Fall  River,  and 
with  such  success  that  within  a  year  he  was 
elected  city  solicitor,  the  first  incumbent  of 
the  ofhce  in  the  newly-establislied  city.  He 
held  the  position  till  1857,  when  he  resigned 
to  become  clerk  of  courts  for  Bristol  County, 
to  which  office  he  had  been  elected  without 
opposition  and  with  the  unanimous  endorse- 
ment of  the  entire  bar.    In  18G4  he  declined 
renomination   and   re-entered  general  prac- 
tice, in  partnership  with  James  M.  Morton, 
now  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Supreme  bench.    His  sister,  Mrs.  Mary 
B.  Young,  and  B.  M.  C.  Durfee,  the  |)0.ssessor 
of  the  largest  fortune  in  Fall  River,  desired 
his  counsel  and  advice  as  financial  manager, 
and  so  rapidly  did  these  demands  press  upon 
his  time  that  in  18G8  he 'retired  from  legal 
liractice  and  took  up  the  active  management 
of  the  estate.    He  manifested  peculiar  abil- 
ities for  his  new  responsibilities.    With  rare 
judgment  in  placing  investments,  he.  com- 
bined an  aggressive  spirit  of  enterjirise  which 
made  him  not  only  a  steadfast  conservator 
of  private  interests,  but  a  power  for  progress 
in  the  community.    Having  lon.g  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  people  of  Fall  Ri\er,  his 
foresight  into  industiaal  opportunity  and  his 
ability  to  command  unlimited  means,  made 
him  the  leader  in  the  phenomenal  develop- 
ment upon  which  the  city  was  about  to  enter. 
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It  Wdiilil  he  (lilliciill ,  if  iiol  iniiios.siljlo,  lu 
L'lunni'rai"  ilic  imliisi  ri;il  aiul  liiiaiicial  ac- 
tivilii's  >{'  Ml.  llra\iini.  l''(,'\v  uiitufprisfS 
have   lie,  II  in  Ui\ci'  (lin  ing  hi.s 

time  in  wliicli  111-  was  iidI  inoro  or  li^'ss  inoni- 
iiK'iilly  invdivi'il.  In  ISCI  lie  (iri;ani/,eil  tlie 
First.  Nati(JiwU  Jiank.  and  was  ils  ijrt'siilunt 
to  till'  time  of  his  ileal  li.  In  l.SNT  he  funned 
till'  li.  M.  C.  Diirfi  i;  Safe  l)e|)iisil  and  Trust 
('onijiany,  and  was  its  presidt'nt  as  long  as 
he  lived,  lie  was  one  of  t-he  iiicoiiKjrators 
of  ihe  Diirfee  .Mill  in  1S(;5,  and  from  1.S72 
was  its  ])i csidi  nt.  lie  was  for  iiian.\  )'ears 
at  llie  head  oi  nunierons  lai'.ge  eoriiorat ions 
in  fall  Uiv,  r.  At  ihe  time  of  his  death 
was  iHi_'snUiii  of  the  Ameiican  Linen  Com- 
pans-,  Ihe  fall  Kiver  .Mannfaetm  y,  the  Gran- 
ite, .Mechanics,  lii)rder  Ciiy  and  Troy  .Mills, 
hesiili's  heinj^  a  dire{'ior  in  man\'  more.  At 
various  limes  lie  was  luesidcnt  of  the  Fall 
River  .Machine  Coni|iaiiy,  Ihe  .Metacomet 
-Mills,  the  Anawaii  .Mills,  and  the  Fall 
River  Gas  Works,  and  a  diricior  of  the 
American  I'rint  Works,  and  I  he  Fall 
River  Iron  Works.  He'  was  also  a  di- 
rector cd:  Ihe  Old  Colony  Railroad  an.l  the 
Old  Colon>-  Sleamlioat  Coiupaiiy.  .Mr.  liray- 
ton  was  a  man  of  conserv  al  ism,  though  he 
i.ever  flinched  when  his  ohvious  duty  de- 
manded Courage  or  even  self  sacrifice.  He 
seldom  took  risks  till  he  had  applied  to  the 
prospc'Ctive  step  all  the  force  of  careful  ami 
studious  consideral  ion.  Yet,  once  deter- 
mined to  emhark,  he  never  turned  hack,  nor 
lacki'd  coura.ge  to  pusli  forward.  When 
financial  reverses  left  nvany  a  strong  man 
tottering  on  tihe  verge  of  despair  and  the 
W'liole  community  wavered  liid'ore  an  im- 
jiending  calamiiy,  Mr.  lirayloii  never  fal- 
tered, hut  threw  into  the  gap  all  the  force 
he  possessed  or  could  command  to  tide  over 
the  crisis.  Desi)ite  the  complex  responsibil- 
ities of  Mr.  Brayfon's  olHcial  positions,  he  al- 
ways found  time  to  assume  whatever  ohliga- 
tions  his  public  spirit  imposed  upon  him. 
In  1S.5(!  he  represented  Fall  River  in  the 
General  Court,  and  served  as  a  member  of 
thi>  Governor's  Council  in  ISlill,  lSi;7,  l.Sll.S, 
ISTlt  and  1S80,  under  Governors  Bullock, 
Talbol  and  Loiy;.  At  home  and  elsewhere 
he  was  active  in  many  charitable  and  phil- 
anthropic movements  and  .generous  in  his 
donations  to  tlieir  funds.  He  was  one  of  the 
foundeis  of  the  I'nion  llosi)ital,  and  several 
years  ils  iiresident  Thou.gh  of  Methodist 
ancestry,  his  own  church  affiliations  were 
with  the  First  Coii.gregal ional  Society,  and 
he  made  liberal  contributions  both  of  his 


means  and  personal  service  to  its  activities. 
N'or  were  his  sympath.\'  and  assisiauee  lim- 
ited to  the  Coii.gr<.',gal  iiinal  deniiminai  ion, 
for  numerous  chnrches  liulli  in  l''all  liiver 
and  elsewhere  owi'  mindi  lo  his  lilieialiiy  in 
Ihe  Chrislian  cause.  Tin  realm  ot  nieie 
inone.>'-getl  iii.g  was  not  .Mr.  Hraylon's  only 
world.  He  was  an  aiilenl  li.slorian,  a  palvua 
of  art  and  literal  me  and  a  lovei  of  all  that 
iieaulihes  iiud  ujilifls.  In  educational  mat- 
ters he  mtinifi.'sted  a  dec  |)  concern  and  when 
his  sister  gave  to  IIk'  cit.\'  the  niagnilicent 
H.  .M.  C.  Durfee  High  School.  .Mr.  Hiaytoii 
devote,!  lo  its  cix'ation  and  earlii'r  niana.gi'- 
meiit  his  best  thought,  talent  and  attention, 
lu  recognition  of  his  imtalile'  accom  pi  ish- 
mtnts.  Brown  Fniver.-;ii,\ .  his  alma  nialei-, 
coiift  rred  on  him,  in  IS'.):',,  the  degree  of 
llocior  of  Laws,  and  from  IN!»S  till  his  death 
he  was  ;i  Fellow  of  Brown  rni\'eisit.\'.  l''oi' 
ei.ghteen  years,  from  INNl'  t(j  r.Miii,  he  was 
also  a  trustee  of  .\mhersl  College.  .Mr.  Bray- 
ton  loved  to  delve  into  the  traditions  and 
facts  of  local  history.  His  knowledge  of  the 
.X'arra.gaiisett  region  jirolialily  exceeded  thai 
of  ally  other  sliidenl,  and  it  was  one  of  tfie 
unfullilled  i)urp()ses  of  his  life  to  liav(.'  wril- 
len  a  history  cd'  Fall  Ri\er  and  vicinil,\.  In 
\arioiis  historical  ;uMres.-,es  In-  has  left 
posterity  much  valuable  niat(.'iial,  noialdy  in 
addi-isses  ;iL  ihe  dedicatujii  id'  the  Golf  Me- 
morial Hall  in  Relioljoih,  in  IN.sc,  and  ai  the 
banquet  of  the  Fall  River  Sons  of  Brown 
University  in  INSG,  the  dedication  of  the 
Swansea  Town  Hall  in  l,s!il.  and  the  Ceiiteii- 
nitil  .Anniversary  of  the  Somerset  .M.  IC. 
Church  in  ltM)2.  Mr.  Bia.Nton  was  |iresiileiit 
of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  Society  for  sev- 
eral years,  a  iin'mher  of  the  .New  lOiiglaiid 
Historic  Genealogical  Society,  a  memlier  of 
tile  Rhode  Ishind  Historical  Society.  ;iiid 
since  LSU.S  a  member  of  the  .Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.  Mr.  Brayton  married, 
November  liT,  l.s.'ia,  Sarah  .Jane  Tilikham,  a 
dau.ghter  of  Fnoch  and  Rebecca  i  Williams) 
Tinkliam,  of  .Middlelioru.  They  had  three 
children,  .lidin  Sii ni meriield  Brayton,  .)r..  of 
I'"all  River,  on  whom  hav  devolved  some  of 
his  father's  otlicial  responsibilities:  .Mary 
BrayliMi  Nichols,  wife  of  I)i-.  Charles  L. 
Nichids,  of  Worcestei-,  and  Harriet  H.  Bray- 
ton, of  Fall  River.  .Mr.  Brayton  died  at  his 
home  in  Fall  River  on  October  ?.(t.  lIMil.  \h' 
was  universally  respecded  and  is  Irmored 
in  cherished  memories  by  all  who  knew 
him.  As  a  man  nf  large  private  responsibil- 
ities and  an  active  participant  in  the  con- 
duct of  iniblic  affiiirs.  Mr.  Brayton  was  a 
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itading  tigiire  ui  tiiis  rifctioii  of  the  State. 
]^e  liad  intense  interest  in  and  loyalty  to 
those  with  whom  he  associateil  through  ties 
ol'  iiiisiness  or  civic  life.  In  sympathy  only 
wiih  the  best  traditions  and  highest  ideals, 
he  entered  in  a  reniarlcalde  degree  into  tlic 
successes  of  his  friends  imd  fellow  citizens 
in  every  field  of  worthy  achievement.  Their 
nonor  was  his  pride.  He  delighted  to  be- 
stow the  expression  of  recognition  for  work 
well  done,  and  in  so  doing  extended  an  up- 
lifting iiilluence  in  the  community  w.hich  we 
can  illy  atford  to  Icjse  in  these  days  when 
commercial  gain  absorljs  so  much  of  the 
ambitions  of  life. 

i:)AVIl)  ANTHONY  HRAYTON,  born  in 
Swansea.  Ma.ssaeluisetts,  April  2,  1824,  was 
the  ttfth  of  the  nine  children  of  Israel  and 
Kezia  (Antiliony)  llraytun,  and  seventh  in 
descent  fiom  Francis  Biayton,  who  settled 
in  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  in  lG4u.  He 
received  his  name  from  his  grandfather. 
Havid  Anthony,  the  youngest  of  the  eleven 
sons  of  Benjamin,  whose  father  left  Rhode 
Island  and  settled  in  Swansea.  In  1713,  Pre- 
served Hiaj'ion  also  purchased  land  in  that 
part  of  Swansea,  now  Somerset,  which  for 
se\eral  generations  has  been  known  as  the 
Praytun  Homestead.  The  greater  part  of 
David  A.  Itixiyton's  boyhood  days  was  speni. 
on  the  Homestead  farm,  and  his  education 
was  conlineil  within  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
trict schoid  curriculum  and  that  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Fall  River.  Wiien  not  at  his 
studies  he  worked  at  various  occupations, 
and  in  early  youth  manifested  a  marked  in- 
terest in  business  developments,  which 
caused  him  to  look  abroad  for  wider  fields 
of  labor  and  enterprise.  After  teaching 
school  one  winter,  he  made  a  business  trip 
to  Cuba,  and  in  ISl!),  during  the  .gold  excite- 
ment, sailed  in  the  ship  "Mary  Mitchell"  for 
California,  where  he  remained  several 
months.  On  his  return  to  Fall  River,  he 
entered  into  partnership  iwith  Mr.  Silas  Bul- 
lard,  and  erected  at  the  corner  of  Central 
and  Da  vol  streets  the  Bristol  County  Flotir 
Mills,  the  first  of  fheir  kind  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  ,  He  also  carried  on  an  extensive 
trade  with  the  West  Indies  in  vessels  of 
which  ho  was  the  princif>al  owner.  Mr. 
Brayton,  witih  his  characteristic  foresight, 
realix.ed  the  possibility  of  the  great  growth 
of  the  cotton  industry.  Cotton  mills  were 
already  in  existence  in  Fall  River,  but  their 
production  did  not  meet  fhe  demand.  In 
1SG5,  he  originated  the  idea  of  ereoting  a 


large  manufactory,  and  a.s  a  result  of  his 
business  ability  and  rai i;  juilgnienl ,  the  first 
of  the  group  of  Durfee  .Mills  was  in  full 
operation  on  January  1,  ISO?;  four  yi'ars 
later,  Durfee  Mill  Number  Two  was  ei-ected ; 
in  1880,  Number  Three  was  built  under  his 
supervision,  and  these  mills  are  a  command- 
ing evidence  of  his  enterprise  and.  respon- 
sil)ility.  They  were  named  in  memory  of 
Bradford  Durfee,  the  father  of  li.  M.  C. 
Durfee,  the  largest  stockholder.  From  the 
time  of  their  incorporation  until  his  dealli, 
Mr.  Brayton  was  Treasurer  and  Manager  of 
the  Durfee  Mills,  which  were  for  many  years 
after  his  demise  one  of  the  largest  print 
cioth  plants  in  the  country.  Mr.  Brayton 
also  turned  his  attention  to  l>anking,  and  in 
18G5,  with  his  brother,  .John  S.  Brayton  and 
their  associates,  established  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Fall  River,  one  of  the  first 
to  go  into  operation  under  the  National 
Banking  Law.  His  faithful  and  valuable 
services  in  behalf  of  this  bank  were  mani- 
fested by  the  directors  wihen  they  placed  on 
record  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  tribtiti^ 
that  "To  his  remarkable  foresight,  energy, 
and  high  moral  character,  this  Institution 
owes  its  origin  and  its  great  success."  David 
A.  Brayton  held  many  offices  of  resi)onsibil- 
Ity  and  confidence.  He  was  director  in  the 
Durfee  Mills,  First  National  Bank,  Fall  Uivei- 
Iron  Works  Company,  Fall  Uiver  Cas  Works 
Company,  Fall  River  Machine  Company,  Me- 
lacomet  Manufacturing  Company.  Fall  Rivi  r 
and  Providence  Steamboat  Company,  Fall 
River  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and,  at  fhe  time  of  his  death,  was 
Pre.sident  and  principal  owner  in  the  Arnold 
Print  Works  of  North  Adams,  Massachu- 
setts. Although  deeply  interested  in  every- 
thing that  pertained  to  the  welfare  and 
growth  of  the  city  and  keenly  alive  to  the 
duties  of  a  citizen,  Mr.  Brayton  did  not 
seek  public  office,  and  declined  re-election 
after  serving  one  year  in  the  city  govern- 
ment. He  never  lost  Ifis  fondness  for  a.gri- 
cultural  pursuits  and  purchased  the  large 
farm  in  Somerset,  now  known  as  Brayton 
Point,  which  he  cultivated  with  pride  and 
success.  From  this  he  did  not  anticipate 
remunerative  returns,  but  in  its  supervision 
he  found  much  pleasure  and  recreation.  Mr. 
Brayton  was  one  of  the  most  regular  attend- 
ants and  active  members  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  gave  freely  to  the 
support  of  Divine  Worship,  was  generously 
benevolent,  and  the  worthy  sought  not  aid 
from  him  in  vain.    He  had  a  sensitive  feel- 
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iii^,'     ol'    respoiiKibility    and  accountability 
wliicli  lu'l])tMl  to  sustain  tlie  just  lil'e  of  a 
Kood  man.    David  A.  lirayU)n  was  married 
May  1,  1.S51,  tcj  Nancy  K.  Jcnckes,  daugliter 
of  .Idlin  an<l  Nancy  (iicllows)  Jcnclvcs.  They 
had   live  children,   Nannie  Jenckes,  David 
Anthony,    John    Jenckes,    Elizabeth  Hitch- 
cock, and  Dana  Dwight,  Brayton.    During  the 
last  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Brayton  suffereH 
from   a   disiase   brought   on   liy  overwork, 
and  sought  to  regain  his  health  in  foreign 
hinds.    He  went  to  Europe  in  1S80,  accom- 
panied by  menil)ers  of  his  family,  but  Ihe 
best  of  liuman  skill  was  of  no  avail,  and  he 
died  in  London,  England,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  August,  IS.si,  in  the  fifty-eighth  year 
of  his  age.    David  Anthony  Brayton  was  a 
man  of  courage  and  vigor;  accurate, 'prompt 
in   all  his  dealings,  and  an  acknowledged 
leader  of  men.    He  was  endowed  with  ster- 
ling integrity,  great  business  energy,  and  un- 
intermitted  ai)plication.     His  sagacity  and 
undaunted    perseverance   were  appreciated 
by  his  associates,  and  his  advice  and  opin- 
ion were  often  sought  by  many  older  in  the 
commercial  world.   His  associates  have  said 
of  liim,  -With  large  capacity  for  affairs, 
(piick  in  apiirehension,  broad  in  conception, 
prompt  and  bold  in  execution,  he  was  a  re- 
cognized   power   and   force   which  accom- 
plishoil  results  and  challenged  respect.  To 
these  characteristics  of  mind  and  tempera- 
ment were  added  loyalty  to  conviction,  in- 
tegrity, industry,  and  "nnllagging  zeal  in  what- 
ever he  undertook."    His  integrity  of  life 
sound  judgment,  and  energy  of  will  made  him 
successful  in  business,  wise  in  council,  rpuck 
to  discern  tjhe  true  from  the  false,  honorable 
in  friendship,  prompt  to  denounce  fraud  and 
deception  in  all  relations  of  life." 

HON.  ilOHEIlT  THOMPSON  DAVIS  first 
saw  Fall  River  from  the  top  of  a  Boston 
stage  coach  as  he  passed  through,  late  one 
afternoon,  in  ISliO,  on  his  way  to  visit  his 
brother,  in  Tiverton.    All  the  way  from  his 
home,  in  Amesbury,  he  had  pictured  in  his 
thirteen-year-old    imagination    the  thriving 
little  factory  village,  and  the  realization  of 
nis  dreams  were  gratifying.     Little  did  he 
dream,  however,  that  the  future  of  that  vil- 
lage, anil  his  own,   would  be  inseparaldy 
linked,  and  as  the  village  grew  to  a  great 
city  he  would  rise  to  be  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  and  influential   citizens.  Dr. 
Davis  was  liorn  in  the  province  of  Ulster, 
North     of     Ireland.      His     parents  were 
Scotch-Irish,  his  father  a  Presbyterian  and 


his  mother  a  birthright  (Jnaki'r.    Years  be- 
fore his  birth  they  had  come  to  America, 
had    lived    several    years   on    Long  Island, 
where  tnvo  children  were  born,  liiit  had  then 
returned  to  the  old  country  to  appease  the 
home-sickness  of  the  mother.     Si.\  luonllis 
later,  on  August  -N,  ISL';;,  Uoberl  was  born. 
When  he  was  three  years  of  age  his'  parents 
again  crossed  the  ocean  and  settled  in  .\mes- 
l)ury,  where  Ihe  lad  grew  uji.    His  fatlRi-  was 
at  first  an  o\erseer,  and  later  supennieud 
ent  of  a  woollen  mili,  sulticiently  well-to-iU) 
to  give  his  soil  a  credilal)le  education  in 
the  Amesbury   Academy,   and   later  under 
the  direction  of  private  teachers.    It  was 
(turing   a   period   of   feeble   health,   in  his 
thirteenth  year,  that  Robert  came  to  Tiver- 
ton to  visit  his  brother.    In  a  somewhat  i)io- 
longed  stay  he  made  several  acquaintances 
svhich  later  proved  dominating  factors  in  his 
life  and  bound  nim  to  Fall  luver.    First  of 
all  was  "Ihicle  Joe"  Durfee,  with  whom  they 
boarded,  and  througli  whom  he  came  to  tne 
attention  of  Dr.  Thomas  Wilbur,  who  later 
became  his  sponsor  in  medical  practice,  and 
eventually  his  tather-in-lajw.    When  Robert 
and  his  brother  left  Tiverton,  it  was  to  con- 
tinue their  educatiim  at  the  Fi-iends'  School, 
in    Providence,    though    neither  gradiiateii. 
When  Robert  was  sixteen.  Dr.  Will)ur  per- 
suaded him   to   study   medicine   under  his 
guidance  and  in  his  office.    Then  for  two 
years  he  studied  at  the  Tremont  street  med- 
ical school  in  Boston,  matriculated  at  Har- 
vard medical  sclioid,  and  graduated  in  tin' 
class    of    IS  17.      Immediately    after  grad- 
uation   he    became    resident    physician  at 
the   old   Fnvt.    Hill    Dispensary,   in  Boston. 
While  thus  occupied  he  gainerl  valuable  ex- 
Iierience  in  the  treatment  of  the  ship  fever 
epidemic  which  was  Imported  from  Ireland, 
in  1SI7,  by  immigrants  from  the  famine  dis- 
tricts.   Upon  leaving  the  dispensary  he  ac- 
cepted an  opening  for  private  practice  at 
Waterville,  Me.,  and  remained  in  that  town 
nearly  three  years.    In  LSBO,  Dr.  Davis  lo- 
cated in  ]<^all  River  jiermanently.    For  over 
thirty  years  he  jiracticed  here  with  notabl.' 
success,  gaining  a  ri'jnil iitioii  which  brought 
him  one  of  the  largest  clienteles  in  the  city. 
As  a  student  of  complicated  cases  and  a 
Iiioneer  along  advanced  professional  paths, 
he  was  a  recognized  leader.    Before  he  had 
been  in  Fall  River  four  years  he  was  placed 
in   fall  charge  of  the  epidemic  of  Asiatic 
cholera  wliich  raged  here  several  weeks,  and 
alone  handled  nearly  a  hundred  cases  of  the 
dreaded  and  generally  fatal  malady.   He  was 
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proltably  the  fust  physician  to  successfully 
ai)i)ly  nutritive  injections  as  a  suljstitute  for 
normal  nutrilivc  processes  in  aeuli'  slomach 
li-t)Uiile.  In  tSTii,  when  the  Slade's  ferry 
bridge  was  umlei-  construction,  the  "caisson 
disease"  llrst  occurred  iu  Massachusetts. 
Dr.  Davis  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  cases 
by  the  Old  Colony  ilailroad  at  the  request 
of  the  ))resident  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Med- 
ical Societ)',  and  maile  a  repcjrt  embracing 
the  history  and  treatment  of  the  disease  to 
tile  ciMincillors  of  the  society.  Dr.  Davis  has 
been  since  1817  a  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  an<l  iwas  for  several 
years  one  of  its  coimcillors.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  Ihe  National  Med- 
ical Association,  and  tlie  National  Public 
Health  Association,  and  sinci;  is.'>;i  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bristol  Counly  South  Medical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  was  for  two  years  presi- 
dent. He  has  also  been  for  many  years  an 
honoraiy  member  of  the  Harvard  Medical 
Alumni  Association.  Despite  his  large  prac- 
tice. Dr.  Davis  always  found  time  to  per- 
form his  full  dut>  as  a  puldic-spirited  citi- 
zen. In  l.S.'il,  before  lie  had  even  become 
a  legal  voter  in  Fall  River,  he  made  a  speech 
at  a  public  meeting  of  Fall  River's  citizens, 
which  led  directly  to  the  adoption  of  reso- 
lutions instructing  the  four  Fall  River  repre- 
sentatives in  the  CJeneral  Court  to  vote  for 
Charles  Sumner  for  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate, rather  tlian  the  Whig  candidate,  Robert 
C.  Winthiop.  As  a  result,  one  of  the  four, 
N.  B.  Borden,  Changed  his  vote,  and  brolie 
the  deadlock  which  had  tied  the  election  for 
several  days.  Siieaking  at  a  dinner  in  mem- 
ory of  Charles  Sumner,  in  1S!)1,  the  late 
Senator  Hoar,  enumerating  thirty-one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Massachusetts  who  had 
taken  active  iiart  in  driving  out  slavery,  men- 
tioned among  them  Dr.  Davis,  wlio  is  to-day 
the  sole  survivor  of  the  grou]).  Senator 
Hoar  referred  to  him  as  the  man,  "to  whose 
si)eech  wlien  a  young  man,  in  the  Fall  RivtM' 
town  meeting,  the  instruction  was  owing 
which  decided  the  gri'at  contest  when  Mr. 
Sumner  'was  elected  Senator  in  1S51."  Dr. 
Davis,  raised  among  (Juaker  influences,  par- 
ticularly of  surh  shining  lights  as  the  poet 
Whittier,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  his 
parents,  naturally  imbibe;!  that  spirit  of  lib- 
ei'ty  which  found  its  expression  in  the  early 
T)()s  in  the  abolition  movement.  His  first 
vote  in  1844,  was  for  James  O.  Birney,  the 
Liberty  party's  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  as  the  Reimblican  party  came  to  the 
front,  Dr.  Davis  allied  himself  with  it,  and 


lias  remained  loyal  to  it  all  his  life.  Once 
launched  in  pulilic  atfairs.  Dr.  Davis  became 
a  iironiinent  factor.  In  IN!"!]  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Fall  River  school  com- 
mittee. In  185:')  he  was  one  of  Fall  River's 
four  delegates  in  the  Massachusetts  consti- 
tutional convention  of  that  year,  most  of 
whose  resolutions  were  later  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  and  the  peopl(_\  In  the  Fall  of 
1858,  Dr.  Davis  was  elected  to  the  Massa- 
chusettis  Senate  and  sat  in  the  sessions  of 
18511,  where  he  was  chairman  of  tlie  com- 
mittee on  charitable  institutions  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  towns.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  recess  committee,  which  con- 
sifiered  the  re])ort  of  the  commission  on  the 
revision  of  the  statutes  and  recommended 
action  to  the  special  wt.'ssion  of  that  year. 
Dr.  Davis  declined  re-election  at  the  end  of 
his  term,  in  accordance  with  a  [iroinise  made 
before  election.  But  in  the  Fall  of  lS(;u  he 
accepted  the  nomination  again,  and  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  18f;i.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  conimittei.'  on  eilucation  ami  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  advisers  to  the 
Governor.  It  was  he  who  introduced,  by  re- 
quest of  Governor  Andrew,  the  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  peace  commissioners 
to  attend  a  convention  in  Washington  in  an 
endeavor  to  preserve  peac'e  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  the  abolition  of 
capital  punishment,  wiote  its  report  and 
drafted  the  bill  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate  but  later  defeated  in  the  House,  the 
neai-est  Massachusetts  ever  came  to  abolish- 
ing the  death  penalty.  During  the  stormy 
discussions  attendant  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  conventional  line  between  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,  Dr.  Davis  was  the  leading 
champion  of  the  commissioners'  rep(jit  and 
succeeded  in  having  it  established.  He  also 
led  the  Fall  River  forces  who  sought  unsuc- 
cessfully to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  to  Newport,  fearing  that  it 
would  involve  the  removal  yf  the  New  York 
steamboat  terminus  from  this  city,  whose 
citizens  had  been  instrumental  in  iirojecting 
the  line,  and  largely  owned  it.  The  ter- 
minal was  removed  for  a  time,  but  shortly 
afterwards  returned,  when  Fall  River's  ad- 
vantages became  evident.  During  the  early 
days  of  the  Civil  War,  Dr.  Davis,  regardless 
of  his  Quaker  princiiiles,  assisted  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment, and  intended  going  to  the  fron.t  as 
surgeon.  Before;  the  command  was  mus- 
tered, however,  he  retircvl  in  favor  of  a  rela- 
tive of  the  colonel  who  had  been  especially 
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(iesii'oiis  of  SL'Cui'inn  the  appoint  nit'iit.  l^ai'ly 
iu  tile  war  Ciovcinor  Ainliew  aiipDiute'il 
l-)r.  Davis  incilical  rxaniiiK.T  of  I'L'cruits  tor 
this  ilisiricl,  ami  lalcr  cxainincr  of  apiili- 
oaiits  loi'  I'Xfiiipl  iou  fioiii  military  duty  on 
account  ol  i)liy.si(ai  ili.sal)ilil In  lliis  lalU'r 
capacity  Dr.  Davis  did  Fail  Jlivcr  a  valuable 
.service  by  preventing  a  draft  miicli  in  ex- 
cesK  of  tlie  city's  lei^al  obligation,  through 
securing  from  (Jovernor  Andrew  a  re-exam- 
inatii>u  after  i  lu'  oflicial  jiroeeedings  had 
closeil.  Dr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  three  Fiill 
fliver  surgetjus  who,  in  obedience  to  a  call 
from  Washingt<]n,  after  the  second  battle  of 
Ihill  Run,  went  to  Alextindria  and  assisted 
in  Irt'ating  the  woumled.  In  ISflll,  when  the 
State  Hoard  of  t'harities  was  lirst  created. 
Dr.  Davis  was  appointed  !>>•  CJovernor  An- 
drew one  of  the  memliers,  but  resigned  the 
following  >ear,  when,  on  account  of  ill 
liealth,  he  removed  to  New  York.  For  four 
years  thei'eafiei-.  Dr.  l)avis  was  a  resident 
of  N<'w  York  t.'it\,  a  member  of  the  wool 
inii}oiiing  lirm  of  .Murray  &  Davis,  of  which 
his  (.dder  brother  was  the  head.  Ill  lietiltli, 
liowevor,  prevented  the  doctor's  aidive  par- 
ticipation in  the  busintbs.  In  IStl.S  he  re- 
turned to  Fall  River  and  I'esnnied  his  prac- 
tice. Almost  immediately  t'loveriujr  Chilliii 
again  (Iri'w  him  into  the  public  ser\ice  by 
appoiniiug  him  a  nu'inber  of  the  newly-or- 
ganized Stale  Hoard  of  Health  When  this 
b(,ar.l  was  merged  inlcj  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  Lunticy  and  C'harit\',  Dr.  Davis  was 
made  a  member  of  that  commission,  serving 
till  ISSI,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of 
havin.g  taken  his  s-itit  in  Coirgress.  The  .Mas- 
sachusetts Hoard  of  Healtli  is  one  of  the 
nH)St  important,  if  not  the  most  imiiortant, 
iirstitiition  in  tln'  history  of  ])Mlilic  sanita- 
tion, being  the  i)ioiu'er  Sliite'  lioard  of  health 
in  the  whoh'  country  and  a  model  for  all 
others,  iiy  its  unceasing  energy  for  the 
higliest  sanitary  ideals  it  long  ago  won  the 
confidence  and  gratitude  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Dr.  Davis  has  always  regarded  his 
long  membeishii)  on  the  board  as  perhaps 
his  highest  lionor  in  public  service.  During 
Dr.  Davis'  memhership  on  these  boards  he 
toolc  a  prominent  part  in  their  activities, 
especially  in  the  work  of  reforming  abat- 
toir methods  in  the  vicinity  of  13oston.  In 
1,S7i),  wlien  .Massachusetts  anil  New  York 
weif  engaged  in  a  somewhat  strenuous  con- 
.troversy  as  to  tlieir  relative  liability  for 
alien  paujiers,  Dr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  two 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts 
at  a  conference  in  New  York  in  which  an 


eff<jrt  iwas  maile  to  adjust  the  differences. 
It  was  during  liis  service  on  this  board  that 
tile  famous  I'ontroversy  occurred  between 
tile  board  and  Governor  Hutler.  In  ISTl!, 
when  Fall  River  was  facing  the  problems  of 
her  most  sensational  develoi)ment,  and  all 
parties  united  in  seeking  wise  counsels 
Davis  was  nominated  foi'  Ma,\or,  and' elected, 
the  only  .Mayor  in  the  city's  history  elected 
without  opiiosition.  His  term  of  olhce  was 
marked  by  singular  hariuon)',  despite  the;' 
fact  that  many  radical  improvements  were 
accomplished  at  that  time,  in  recognition 
that  the  city  was  destined  to  become  far 
gretiter  than  had  ever  before  been  dreamed. 
Pleasant  and  North  Main  streets  were  both 
widened  for  almost  two  miles,  C'olumljia 
street  was  also  vviilened,  ami  several  other 
main  thoroughfares  were  wiilened  or  relo- 
cated iu  accordance  with  their  future  needs. 
The  city's  water  works,  alre'ady  under  con- 
struction, were  finished  and  made  ready  for 
the  general  distriliution  of  water.  Phineas 
Hall,  the  eminent  drainage  engineer,  was 
retained,  and  planned  the  city's  piesent  ex- 
cellent and  adequate  sewerage  system. 
Three  engine  houses,  three  police  stations, 
and  three  school  houses  were  authorized  in 
that  yeiiv.  The  new  City  Hall,  reconstructed 
from  the  old  town  marliet,  was  comjjletert 
and  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 
Free  text  books  were  introduced  in  the  ])ul)- 
lic  schools,  Fi\U  River  being  the  first  city 
to  adopt  the  statute  permitting  such  an  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  funds,  an  action 
taken  in  accordance  with  a  recommendation 
of  the  Mayor.  At  the  close  of  his  term.  Dr. 
Davis,  in  accordance  with  an  early  avowed 
determination,  declined  a  renomination  and 
uonated  his  salary  to  the  Children's  Home. 
As  early  as  ISiiS,  Dr.  Davis  waa  mentioned 
as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  hut  discouraged 
the  suggestion.  In  1S74  he  was  one  of  four 
candidates,  however,  and  stood  second  in 
the  convention  which  ipminated  Hon.  Wil- 
liam W.  Crapo.  Mr.  Crapo  served  four 
terms,  and  in  I.SS2,  when  he  retired  and  ran 
for  Governor,  Dr.  Davis  was  nominated  by 
unanimous  consent.  He  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority,  and  was  twice  afterward 
re-elected,  serving  in  the  Forty-eighth,  Forty- 
ninth  and  Fiftieth  Congresses.  In  Congress, 
Dr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  most  energetic 
members  ever  sent  from  this  district,  not 
only  in  the  interests  of  his  district,  hut  as 
a  promoter  of  National  interests.  Ho  suc- 
ceeded Hon.  ,Tohn  D,  Long  as  the  New  Kng- 
land  member  of  the  committee  on  commerce, 
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and  wa.s  a  moiulicr  of  lliu  coiiiniittee  on  ex- 
l)(.'n(lil  uiX's  in  the  navy  depart  nicnt  during 
tlu!  early  days  of  IJie  crealiou  ol'  llie  new 
navy.  It  wa.s  Dr.  l)a\is  wliu  lirsi  introduced 
into  Congress  a  resolution  favoring  a  con- 
stitutional amendment  to  pirniit  CongreFs 
to  regulate  the  hours  of  labor  ihi(Jughout 
ihe  country.  He  has  subsequently  become 
of  t'he  ojjinion  that  such  a  regulation  would 
be  c(Uistilutional  wiihoul  amendment,  and 
has  for  se\'eial  \ears  lieen  an  ardent  advo- 
cate of  tile  iiassa.ge  of  a  fi'deral  statute,  urg- 
ing it  |>ulilicl\'  before  a  C(jnference  of  labor 
kaders  and  manufacturers  and  at  a  hearing 
btd'ore  the  National  labor  commissionei-s. 
He  made  a  stirring  speech  on  the  needs  of 
I  lie  life  saving  service  and  succeeded,  in 
the  face  of  strong  ojiposition  from  the  chair- 
man anil  others  of  his  own  committee,  in 
securing  an  approjiriat ion  for  sixteen  more 
life  saving  stations  at  a  time  when  there 
were  already  twenty  provided  for  but  not 
built.  He  succeeded  in  having  a  medical 
commissioner  appointed  to  investigate'  the 
proposition  to  coml)at  yellow  fever  by  innoc- 
ulation,  and  t liei'i.'b,\-  preventi.'d  llU'  commit- 
ment of  the  government  to  a  fallacious 
theoiN'.  When  Pi-esidcnt  Clevelaml  was  im- 
l)oriunin,g  Con.gress  for  moi'e  jiower  to  enalde 
him  to  deal  more  elliciently  with  Canada 
in  the  fisheries  disputes,  Dr.  Davis  made  one 
ol  tlie  most  inttTesting  speeches  of  the  ses- 
sion in  favor  of  a  more  aggressive  use  of 
tile'  iiowi'i's  the  President  ali-eady  enjoyed, 
lie  n;aik'  a  strong  spei.'ch  in  nd'er.'nce  to 
the  I'^rench  spoliation  claims.  For  his  own 
districi  he  secured  numerous  lighthouses,  a 
new  lightship  foi-  Nantucket  great  round 
shoal,  a  telegraph  cable  between  Nantucket 
and  tile  mainland,  a  new  post-oflice  for  New 
Bedford,  an  ai)propriat ion  for  a  marine  hos- 
pital at  Vini'yai'd  Haven,  a  refuge  station  for 
the  Arctic  whalemen  at  Point  Harrow,  Al- 
aska, jetties  for  the  harbor  of  Vineyard 
Haven  and  pension  bills  galore  for  deserv- 
ing veterans  and  their  widows.  During  his 
Con.gressional  terms  he  introduced  Ibl!  bills 
and  resolutions,  made  315  reports,  delivered 
17  si)ecches  on  the  floor  and  secured  appro- 
priaticms  aggregating  $45!), 000.  Some  of  his 
speeches,  esi)ecially  on  the  life  saving  ser- 
vice and  the  Canadian  fisheries,  attracted 
National  attention.  Dr.  Davis  declined  a 
renomination  for  Congress  in  ISSS.  Immedi- 
ately on  his  return  to  Massachusetts,  Gov- 
ernor Ames  made  him  a  member  of  the 
newly  created  Metroi)oiitan  Sewerage;  Com- 
mission, on  which  he  served  for  three  years. 


Dr.  Davis  enjoys  the  unusual  distinction  of 
having  been  a  deU'.gate  to  three  presidential 
conventions,  all   of  whose  candidates  were 
elected.     In  l.SCii  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican    convtuition    at    Chicago,  and 
though  with  the  rest  id'  tile  .Massachusetts 
delegates,  he  at  first  fa\()reil  the  nomination 
of  William  H.  Seward,  he  eventually  voted 
for  the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  fn 
ISTti  he  was  a  delegate   to  the  Cincinnati 
convention  which  nominated  Rutherford  H. 
Hayes.    In  P.ini  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Chica.go  con\'ention  which  nominated  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt.    A\  this  convention,  his  Mas- 
sachusetts colleagues  presented  him  a  hand- 
some ,gold-hcadeil  cane  in  recognition  of  his 
veteran  Rei)ublicanism.    l)r.  Davis  has  lieen 
as  much  a  leader  in  I'^all  River's  industrial 
life  as  in   politics.     He  has  alwa.xs  I'utcr- 
tained  an  aliiding  faith  in  the  city  and  its 
.great  indnslr\-  wliicli  he  never  hesitaleil  to 
maintain  with  his  means  and  even  a  liberal 
exercise  of  his  credit.    His  pui'sy  has  always 
been  open  to  the  development  of  new  enter- 
prises  and    his   operations    liave  generally 
been   successful.     There   have    been  times 
when  i)rospects  loid<t'd  dark,  but  Dr.  Davis 
never  wavered  in  his  courage  and  has  lieen 
rewarded  by  ultimate  success  on  the  part 
of  his  ventures.    Large  as  Dr.  Davis'  medi- 
cal practice  was,  it  was  only  indirectly  the 
basis  of  liis  fortune.    Contemporaries  testify 
freely  of  his  lilieralit,\'  in  treating  the  sick, 
and  declare  truly  tiiat  he  never  enforced  the 
liayment  of  a  iloctor's  bill;   among  ilu'  de- 
serving poor  seldom  presenting  any.    It  was 
his  investments  which  enabled  him  to  retiri' 
fi'om  active  practice  while  .vet  in  his  prime. 
In   1S70,  Dr.   Davis  purchased  the  "Scotch 
Hole,"  a  tract  of  some  thirty  or  forty  acres 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Ihe  city,  largidy  lying 
under  the  waters  of  Watiippa  Pond.  Men 
laughed  at  him  and  predicted  his  downfall 
for  having  invested  $12,000  in  such  a  worth- 
less swamp.    Yet  the  doctflr  had  fiiilh  that 
Fall  River  would  grow  and  that  his  land 
would  be  in  demand.    'f'o-da\'  no  less  than 
four  great  cotton  mills  are  located  on  it,  the 
Parker,  Barnaby,  Arkwright  and  l])avis  mills. 
With  others  he  made  similar  foidunate  pur- 
chases of  land  in  the  eastern  and  southern 
portions  of  the  city,  and  such  establishments 
as  the  Wanipanoag,  Flint,  Laurel  Lake  and 
Kerr  Thread  mills,  the  Globe  Yarn  mill,  the 
.Mgonquin   Print   works,  and   the  Marshall 
hat  factory  stand  to-day  on  land,  the  avail- 
ability of  which  they  foresaw  and  secured. 
Whenever  Dr.  Davis  sold  mill  sites,  he  never 
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acc£'pted  cash  iu  payiueut,  prelerriog  Lo  ac- 
cept stock  iu  thu  new  corporatiuns  and  trust 
the  future  for  returns.  Ueucrally  he  sub- 
scribed in  cash  tor  stock  in  such  mills  in 
addition  to  .the  vauie  of  his  land.  He  never 
hesitated  to  borrtiw  large  buiiis  lo  assist  the 
flotation  of  now  enterprises  in  which  lie 
had  faith.  Before  he  reali/.ed  it,  he  liail  be- 
come one  of  the  city's  largest  iuvesti;irs  in 
manufacturing  properties.  At  tiie  present 
time  Dr.  Davis  is  jiresidiiU  of  the  Stafford 
and  \\'anipant)ag  corporations,  a  director  in 
tne  Merchants'  and  Stevens'  mills  and  a 
stockholder  in  those  and  the  Luther  and 
B'avls  mills.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Al- 
gonquin Print  Works.  Despite  his  associa- 
tion with  mill  maivagement,  Dr.  Davis  has 
always  been  an  inlle.xible  champion  of  the 
rights  of  tlie  (Jiieratives.  He  has  opposed 
cut-downs,  and  by  his  personal  efforts  has 
prevented  more  than  one  such  compact 
among  the  treasurers.  The  only  voluntary 
advances  iu  wages  made  in  this  city  with- 
out any  demand  from  the  operatives,  were 
voted  on  his  motion  in  the  .Manufacturers' 
Association  on  two  occasions.  When  the 
first  attempt  was  made  to  limit  the  legal 
working  day  to  ten  houis,  Dr.  Davis  actively 
advocated  the  i)assage  of  the  law.  Again, 
w  ;eu  the  legal  weel\  was  reduced  from  sixty 
to  fifty-eight  hours,  it  was  his  personal  in- 
lluence  which  prevented  the  contemi)lated 
reduction  in  day  pay.  Dr.  Davis  has  always 
l)eeu  active  in  social  and  business  circles. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  tlie  first 
president  of  the  Commercial  Clul),  which 
later  was  changed  to  the  Quequechan  Club, 
of  which  he  is  still  a  memlier.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  meiivber  of  the  Home  Market 
Club,  of  Boston,  and  was  its  i)resident  in 
i:)04  and  lUiif),  two  of  its  most  iulluential 
years.  He  was  una  of  those  who  in  1871 
pledged  the  city  to  a  donation  of  $20.()(»(i 
for  the  relief  of  Mississippi  flood  sufferers. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  nieml)er  of  the 
LInion  League  Club,  of  New  York.  In  the 
days  of  the  Fall  River  Board  of  Trade,  lie 
was  its  president  for  several  years.  He 
was  (jiie  of  the  early  founders  of  the  Union 
Hospital,  served  several  years  as  its  presi- 
dent and  is  still  one  of  its  trustees.  He  es- 
tablished the  Davis  Prize  Fund  as  an  incen- 
tive to  public  school  i)upils  iu  their  studies, 
and  is  (lei'))ly  inleixsted  in  educational  activ- 
ities of  the  cit\.  Dr.  Davis  has  always  been 
in  demand  as  a  public  speaker.  While  in 
t!ie  Scimte,  in  IS")!),  he  achieved  no  little 
reputation  from  his  address  in  Tremont  Tem- 


ple before  an  audience  of  5,000  people,  me- 
moraliziug  the  virtues  of  John  Brown,  on  the 
evening  following  the  execution  of  tlie  la- 
iiious  abolitionist.  The  address,  as  printed 
in  Garrison's  historic  "Liberator,"  shows 
how  clearly  Dr.  Davis  grasped  the  treml  of 
public  affairs,  and  how  forcibly  he  could  dis- 
cuss the  issues  of  tlie  impending  struggle. 
He  delivered  an  address  on  the  occasion  of 
the  dedication  of  the  Fall  River  City  Hall. 
He  was  the  orator  on  Fall  1-tiver's  first  Me- 
nioi'ial  Day  observance  in  18(j<S.  In  1880, 
when  the  centennial  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  Massachusetts  was  observed 
\)y  the  puljlic  school  children  of  the  city, 
Dr.  Davis  delivered  the  address.  He  deliv- 
ered an  address  before  the  Grand  Army, 
memorializing  General  Sherman  aud  Ad- 
miral Porter.  On  July  -1.  1888,  he  was  the 
orator  at  the  unveiling,  in  Aniesbury,  of  a 
monument  to  J<jsiah  Baidlett,  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
During  the  National  Republican  convention 
at  Chicago,  in  IIHM,  he  was  one  of  the  speak- 
ers at  the  lian(piet  of  the  Chicago  New  lilng- 
land  Society.  Dr.  Davis  was  twice  married. 
His  lirst  wife  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Tlionias  \\'ilbur.  The\'  were  niarided  on 
October  1,  18  IS,  and  six  years  later  she 
died.  A  son,  born  of  the  union,  died  in  in- 
fanc.N'.  In  18(12,  Dr.  Davis  mai-ried  Susan  A. 
Haiglit,  of  Newcastle,  N.  Y.  She  died  in 
11)0(1,  leaving  one  son.  Robert  C.  Davis,  a 
graduate  of  Hai'vai'd,  and  now  practicing 
law  in  this  c\iy,  as  a  member  of  the  lirni  nf 
.lackson,  Slade  &  Borden. 

HON.  .lOlIN  T.  COUGH  LIN.— From  er- 
rand boy  in  a  newspaper  oflice,  hill  Imy  in 
the  days  of  horse  cars,  and  car  driver  at 
17,  to  be  Mayor  of  the  city  of  his  birth, 
is  the  interesting  record  of  John  T.  Cough- 
lin.  Mayor  of  Fall  River.  He  worked  "out 
his  own  salvation"  by  dint  of  grit,  determi- 
nation, ambition  and  manhood  until  he.  has 
lieen  acclaimed  as  one  of  the  very  best 
executives  in  the  history  of  the  city,  sur- 
lirisiiig  his  best  friends  and  confounding 
the  prophets  of  evil  who  arose  during  f he 
campaign  which  culminated  in  his  triumph 
against  a  political  sentiiiient  adverse  to 
Democratic  candidacies  ordinarily.  The 
multifarious  duties  have  been  discharged 
and  the  weighty  responsibilities  of  the 
mayoralty  have  been  borne  with  an  intelli- 
gence and  efficiency  that  have  made  an 
impress  upon  the  public  mind  that  is  ex- 
ceptional, and  have  staniiied  the  administra- 
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tion  as  one  of  economical  deeds  and  fruitful 
results.     John    T.    Coughlin   is   a   son  of 
Tlaomas  and    Margaret    (Foley)  Coughlin, 
who  loft  Ireland  in  the  early  fifties  and  chose 
Fall  River  as  the  place  <jf  their  new  h<jine 
in  the  new   winld.     He  was  liorn  the  hrst 
day  uf  .Janiiai\,   IN?:!.     Hi'  gave  early  evi- 
dence of  the  largeness  of  intellect  by  which 
his   professional    and   public   careers  liave 
been  measured.    Family  necessities  oldiged 
him  to  complete  his  career  as  a  schoi)ll)oy 
in  Ills  14th  year.    His  first  employ inent  was 
as  eri-and  lioy  in  the  "Herald"  oflice.  He 
found  tile  life  too  irksome,  and  so  he  pro- 
ceeded to  ,gi'atif.\'  his  lovi.'  of  horses  by  be- 
coiining  a  hill  boy  for  tlie  Clobe  Street  Rail- 
v/ay  Company.     While  he  was  so  engaged 
he    won    friends    who   have   stood    by  him 
since  in  law  and  iiolitics.    At  17  the  youth 
was  made   a  drivi'r,  the  youngest   ever  to 
hold  the  reins  in  t  lu'  compan\''s  employ,  jusi 
as  he  is  one  of  the  youngest  to  occupy  the 
mayoralty     chair.       Promotion  stimulated 
his    ambition     lo    advance    and  fostered 
his    aspiration    to    be    a    lawyer.      As  a 
I)reliininary    i)reparation    the    young  man 
attended    a    business    school    and  profited 
l)y    the    time    he    gave    to    study.  Then 
followed  eighteen  nu)nths  of  careful  delving 
among  the  books  in  the  law  oflice  of  Hugo 
A.   Diiliuque,   under  whose  careful  instruc- 
tion and  watchfulness  the  .stmlent  qualified 
for  admission  to  the  Boston  TTuiversity.  Ho 
studieil  hard,  was  I'egular  in  his  attendance 
at  the  lectures,  and  displa.\-eil  llu.'  aiititiide 
which  is  an  essential  for  success  in  the  legal 
professitm.    He  was  graduated  in  and 
in   September   of   the   same   year   was  ad- 
mitted to  the   Massachusetts  bar.  During 
his  law  scho(d  days  he  bocame  intere.sted 
In  llie  welfaie  of  the  railway  uu'U  of  (his 
city   and   elstnvlii're   iu    I  lie   State,    and  the 
time  between  .graduation  and  the  beginning 
of  i)ractice  was  spent  in  or.gani/.ing  them 
on   a  C(jnservati ve   basis.     In  appreciation 
of  his  efforts  and  in  recognition  of  'his  old 
association  with  Ihem  as  an  employee,  Mr. 
Coughlin  was  elected  the  lirst  presidiiif  of 
the  local  branch.     He  was  res|)onsible  for 
the   forniatiion   of  a   State  alliance  of  the 
various  locals,  and  as  the  head  of  the  body 
ihe   was   inst I'uim'ntal    in   obtaining   an  in- 
crease in   wa.ges  and  improvement  in  ser- 
vice conditions  for  all  the  employees  of  th(^ 
lioston  &  Northern  and  Old  Colony  systems 
His  influence  was  felt  in  the  negotiations 
carried  on  in  the  si)ring  of  lilOH  for  further 
concessions,    lieforc  the  young  man  was  of 


a:,e  he  was  interested  in  politics.    That  in- 
terest broadened  with  age  and  experience, 
until  he  came  to  be  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  men  in  the  Democratic  party  in 
Massachusetts.     His  tii'st   trial  as  a  camii- 
date  for  an  electivt'  ollice  look  place  in  the 
fall  of  IDO],  when  he  accepted  tin;  nomina- 
tion for  the  Senate  drsijite  an  uni)roiuising 
outloolc  from  a  iJemocialie  \  iew|)oint.  There 
was  vigor  in  tlie  camjiaign  tliat  was  waged, 
and  IJepublican  contidl  of  tlie  district  was 
retaineil    l)y    a    gically    reduced  aiiajiuily. 
Subsequently     -Mr.     Couglilin    ^was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  city  committee  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic partN'.    He  pioved  to  be  a  liarmoiii/.er 
as  well  as  an  ellicient   manage:-.  In 
notwithstanding   tliai    the   Ue|jiiblicaiis  h.id 
met    with   unvar,\'iiig   succi.'ss   i:i  municipal 
elections    for    about    a    decade,    there  were 
three  aspirants  for  the  Democi  a;  ie  nomina- 
tion for  .Mayor.    .Afiei  a  si)iriteii  conie'st  at 
the  caucuses,  tlie  subject  of  tills  sketcli  o')- 
taim'd  a  majoril\-  of  Ihe  voles.    In  ihe  few 
wi'eks    intei-\  eiiiug    befcu'e    the   elect  ion,  he 
showed    his    abilit.\-    as    a    campaigne;-  and 
spealier  in  a  niaiiuer  lo  armise  tli"  ri'.^iitct 
and  win  the  good  opinion  of  the  ooposit'on. 
Although  respectful  in  his  laiiguag  ■  in  deal- 
ing  witch   the   record    wliieh    ha  I   b"ea  huI>- 
mitteil  to  the  eiti/eiis  for  juiignuMi'.  le^  dealt 
with  the  issui's  unsi)arin,i;l>  .    Tin'  re.-;uli  was 
that  he  was  the  winner  of  iniblic  eoiihdeiiee 
by  a  stibstantial  vote  over  that  of  his  Re- 
publican competitor.    .Mayor  Coughlin  b(;gan 
well,  and  has  rouiinued  well.    ()iT"iisi v.'  iiar- 
tisansliip  was  esrliewed  from  lb'  lirst,  for 
Ihe  Ma.\'(n-  recogui/.ed  that  his  succt'ss  was 
in  many  respects  iion-|iari  isaii.    His  inaugu- 
ral message  api>ealed  to  the  Abl  'rmen  and 
the  citi/ens,  and  his  selections  for  the  ap- 
pointive ollices   were  of  a  higii  character. 
I'^ill  River  was  in  the  throes  of  'he  greatest 
strike    in    its   history    ai    the   beginning  of 
lim,").    A  problem  was  iii'esented  tiiat  would 
have  dismayi'il  a  less  aggressive  executive. 
Mayor  Coughlin   jierceived   the  need  of  at- 
tempting to   eoniiiose   the   dilhciiUy,  which 
had  continued  from  .Tuly,  lliul,  ami  his  ef- 
forts were  directed  to  that  end.  Conferences 
with   Oovernor  \V.   A.   Douglas  resulted  in 
such   inti'rvent  ion    that    a   common  gr(u;nd 
was  reached  between  capital  an  1  'abor,  and 
the    oiieiatives    returned    to    the  factories 
The  same  energy  was  bnuiglit  into  ree,ui3i- 
tion  in  dealing  with  oilier  matt'-is  of  serioas 
import.     For   years   the   niunivipalit y  paid 
for  the  removal  of  snow  pile. I   v.\)  by  lae 
l)lows   of   the   railway    company.  Tlirmii-'h 
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Mayor  Coughliii's  insistence  an  a;^reeiiient 
was  entered  into  for  a  division  of  tlie  cost. 
In  liis  first  message  he  advocated  special 
provision  for  the  care  and  treatment  of 
tul)c  iculi)us  cliarges  of  the  city.  The  Alder- 
men Wfi'L'  impressed  b\'  tile  force  of  the 
reas(jning,  and  apprcjprial ed  the  n.uney  for 
shaclis  sucli  as  are  maintaiii'^.i  in  otiier 
places  wiii'ie  C(jnsnmption  is  treateii  scien- 
tifically. t)n  receipt  of  news  of  I  he  S'ln 
Francisco  catastro[)he,  the  Mayor  callenl  to- 
gether several  citizens,  and  steps  were  laljen 
for  the  raising  of  a  fund,  with  commendable 
results.  If  he  has  had  a  holiby  'r  is  ihat 
of  improved  streets.  Uy  'persistently  riding 
it  with  the  superintendent  of  the  hignway 
dei)artment,  lie  wrought  a  much  needed 
change  in  conditions.  As  it  lias  ibeen  with 
the  highways,  so  it  has  been  "Svith  otiitr 
departments — unflagging  interest  ha-i  been 
taken  and  every  endeavor  direcrol  to  con- 
serving the  well-being  of  the  municipality 
governmentally  and  industrially  His  useful- 
ness in  this  respect  found  forcible  and  no- 
table ex|)rt'ssion  during  the  wage  agitatum 
thai  developeil  in  October,  1905.  Mayor 
Couglilin  rushed  into  the  breach  when  all 
the  portents  indicated  a  renewal  of  the  bit- 
ter warfare  which  had  terminated  in  .lan- 
uary,  got  the  two  factors  to  deliberate,  and 
had  the  inetfal)le  satisfaction  of  seeing  them 
adoi)t  an  agreement  out  of  which  was 
evolved  the  sliding  scale.  Public  estimate 
of  the  young  executive  is  well  reflected  in 
an  editorial  in  the  Fall  River  "Herald" 
which  appeared  after  the  completion  of  the 
first  lialf  of  his  term.  "Upon  the  whole," 
said  the  tirticle,  "he  has  given  the  city  a 
conservative  administration,  and  his  friends 
have  reason  to  look  upon  it  with  a  large 
measure  of  satisfaction,  larger,  it  is  sus- 
pected, than  some  of  them  anticipated  a 
year  ago.  He  has  shown  a  disposition  to 
listen  to  councils,  and  has  not  undertaken 
radical  policies  of  any  sort  "  He  is  unmar- 
ried, and  is  a  member  of  the  household  of 
Cafitain  Patrick  H.  Doherty,  of  the  police 
dei>arlment,  who  is  his  brother-in-law.  The 
Mayor  has  a  finely  selecteil  library,  and  in 
his  books*  he  finds  relaxation  from  oflicial 
and  professional  cares. 

HON.  NATHANIEL  nRIGGS  BORDEN  — 
For  many  years  the  name  of  Borden  has 
been  prominent  in  Fall  River,  and  to-day 
the  descendants  of  that  famous  name  live 
ui)  to  the  high  staiidai'ds  set  by  the  early 
meniibers  of  the  family.    The  subject  of  this 


sketch  was  among  the  early  cotton  men  of 
Massachusetts,  and  helped  among  others  to 
bring  that  industry  to  its  present  state  of 
perfection.  He  was  born  April  15,  18U1,  in 
Freetown,  now  Fall  River.  Simeon  Borden, 
his  father,  was  also  born  in  Freetown  in 
1759  and  continued  to  reside  'there  until 
ISttG,  when  he  renK)vtd  to  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
W'here  he  died  November  lil,  lb!  11.  The 
Borden  famil\-  have  been  great  cotton  manu- 
facturers, and  Simeon  Borilen  was  one  of 
the  first  to  embark  in  that  business.  Our 
subject  was  onl\'  five  years  of  age  wIh'U 
his  father  removed  to  Tiverton,  and  his 
youth  was  siient  on  the  farm.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Plainlielil  Academy  in  Con- 
necticut. The  .\()un,g  man  was  a  great  stu- 
dent and  reader  and  paid  particular  aiti'ii- 
tion  to  the  works  on  good  government  and 
speeches  of  great  statesmen,  ancient  ami 
modern.  Mr.  Borden  began  the  early  ])ur- 
chase  of  mill  sites  and  the  adjoining  lands 
near  Tiverton.  He  bought  the  lands,  includ- 
ing the  falls  west  of  Main  street,  where  tlie 
Gra'nite  Ijiock  and  the  Pocasset  Mills  now 
stand.  He  was  one  of  the  oi'ganizers  of 
the  Pocasset  Mills,  and  the  company  made 
a  business  encouraging  and  assisting  young 
and  struggling  manufacturers.  Fall  River 
needs  men  like  him  to-day  badlv'.  In  1S25 
the  Satinet  Mill  was  built,  and  in  1820  a 
stone  building  was  erected  on  the  site  of 
the  old  engine  room  of  the  Pocasset  Mill, 
where  the  old  Quequechan  Mill  formerly 
stood.  Then  followed  the  building  of  the 
Massasoit,  which  is  known  as  the  \Vatui)i>a 
Holder  Borden  was  at  that  time  one  of  tlii' 
leading  manufacturers,  and  all  these  mills 
were  leased  to  him  for  a  long  period.  In 
this  way  the  comiiany  which  was  formed  by 
Mr.  Borden,  our  subject,  really  began  the 
early  cotton  business  in  this  vicinity.  Mr. 
Borden  was  a  gi'eat  business  man  and  was 
continuously  engaged  in  building  factorit!s, 
dwellings  and  business  houses  for  many 
years.  In  1n;>1  he  was  elected  to  Congress 
and  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
citizen  of  Fall  River  ever  chosen  for  that 
high  office.  In  1830  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  Twenty-fifth  Congress  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. After  several  years  of  retirement 
Mr.  Boi'den  was  a.gain  chosen  by  his  many 
friends  as  their  choice  for  Congress  and 
was -elected  once  more  to  the  Twenty-sev- 
enth Congress.  He  declined  re-election.  In 
1817  Mr.  Borden  was  chosen  president  of 
the  P^all  Rivi-r  Railroad.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Fall  River  steamboat  line  to  New 
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York,  which  was  established  about  the  time 
liu  was  president  of  the  Fall  River  Railroad. 
Mr.  Horden  was  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  in  1S5U  he  was  the  people's  choice 
for  Ma.vor  during  the  trying  times  of  1S5G 
and  1S57.  Ik'  was  a  good  executive  and  one 
of  tile  i)('s(  .Ma.Mirs  the  city  ever  had.  Many 
inii)rovenienls  and  iiulilic  utilities  wei'e  be- 
gun and  suHu'  of  tlirni  finished  under  liis 
waichful  e\c.  .Mr.  Horduu  was  Alderman 
fiom  1S5'.)  up  to  ilie  time  of  his  death  in 
INdo.  lie  was  president  of  the  Fall  River 
Hank,  wliieh  position  he  held  at  the  time 
of  liis  demise.  He  was  married  four  times, 
and  l>y  Ins  liist  wife  he  had  live  children. 
His  seconil  wife  was  Louisa  Gray,  wham  he 
married  IJecember  10,  1840.  On  Feliruary 
12.  Ibilo,  he  mai'ried  his  third  wife,  Sarah 
(1,  Linlfum.  Hy  tliis  marriage  he  had  one 
son.  His  fourth  wife  was  Lyda  A.  Slade, 
of  Somerset,  Mass.  She  was  the  widow 
of  .loliu  \\'ill>ur,  of  Fall  River,  whom  he 
niairied  in   .March,  1855. 

.JONATHAN  THAYER  LINCOLN.— For 
over  half  a  century  the  name  of  Kilburn 
&  Lincoln  has  Ijcen  prominent  in  the  busi- 
ness affaiis  of  l''all  River.  The  success  of 
the  business  is  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of 
Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  house.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  Taunton  families  of  Lincolns, 
whose  ancestors  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Bristol  County.  He  was  a  son  of 
Caleb  and  Mercy  (Thayer)  Lincoln  and  was 
born  in  Taunton  October  17,  18U5.  Their 
ether  children  were  Nellie,  born  1788  'and 
diel  lNt:5;  Nancy,  born  1781),  died  1874; 
William,  born  17',io,  died  1822;  Retsey,  born 
1702,  died  1882;  Hannah,  born  171)3,  died 
1871;  Leontine,  born  17!)(i,  died  1820;  Maria, 
lorn  171I8,  died  1822;  Narcissa,  born  1800, 
died  1827;  Calob  Martin,  born  1802,  died 
1M!5;  Loren/.o,  born  18(1;-!,  and  IMercy  I'lm- 
nieline,  1810.  Caleb  Lincoln  was  a  farmer 
and  a  miller,  living  on  a  farm  in  what  was 
tlieu  known  as  Westville,  Taunton,  which 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  his  family 
since  their  settlement  in  1052.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  'the  Revolutionary  War.  Calel)'s 
father  was  William  Lincoln,  who  niarrit>d 
Hannah  Wade.  Their  children — Zilphy, 
Sally,  Lurana,  Rel)ecca,  Deborah  and  Caleb. 
William's  father  was  Thomas  Lincoln,  who 
married  Rebecca  Walker;  their  children — 
William,  Silas,  Nathan  and  Tabitlia.  The 
family  came  to  Taunton  from  Hing- 
ham.    It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  nearly 


all  the  Lincoln  families  in  the  United 
States  trace  with  more  or  less  directness, 
tlieir  first  settlement  to  Hingham.  Hon. 
Solomon  Lincoln,  in  a  monograi)h  of  the 
Ivincoln  families  of  -Massachusetts,  claims 
that  all  the  Lincolns  in  that  State  are  de- 
scendants of  I  he  Lincolns  who  settled  in 
Hingham  in  KjlJO — Ulo8.  He  says:  "We 
have  evidence  of  authentic  records  that  the 
early  settlers  tU'  Hingham  of  tlie  name  of 
Lincoln  were  four,  bearing  the  name  of 
Thomas,  distinguished  from  each  other  by 
their  occupations,  as  miller,  'weaver,  cooper, 
and  husbandman.  Stephen,  brothei-  of  the 
husbandman;  Da\ id  and  Samuel,  brothers 
of  the  weaver."  He  adds;  "Our  claim  is 
that  the  early  settlers  of  Hingham,  above 
enumerated,  were  the  progenitors  of  all  the 
Lincolns  of  this  country."  From  Hingham 
the  Lincolns  trace  their  early  home  to  Nor- 
folk, England.  Jonathan  T.  Lincoln  re- 
ceived his  early  education  at  the  Westville 
public  schools  and  at  the  [)rivate  scliool 
of  Rev.  Alvin  Cobb.  He  went  lo  work  for 
his  Ijrother  William,  who,  with  a  cousin, 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  had  begun  tlie  business 
of  spinning  cotton  in  what  was  called  the 
Shovel-Cake  Factory  at  Westville.  At  the 
age  of  18  he  was  apprenticeil  to  David  Per- 
ry, who  owned  a  machine  shoi)  on  the  White 
Birch  stream  in  Dighton.  He  learned  the 
machinists'  trade,  which  had  been  his  choice 
from  boyhood.  After  his  apprenticeship  ex- 
pired, at  the  age  of  21,  with  a  new  suit  of 
clothes  and  fifty  dollai's  in  nu)ney,  the  usual 
payment  to  apprentice  boys  in  those'  days, 
he  left  Taunton  for  I'awlucket,  where  ho 
found  emi)loyment  at  the  machine  sho])  of 
David  Wilkinson,  wheie  he  worked  foi-  about 
three  years.  He  nex(  removed  to  Taunton, 
where  lie  liveil  about  a  year.  He  came  to 
Fall  River  in  182:t  and  in  1.s:;i  was  em- 
plo3eil  as  a  master  mechanic  by  tlie  .Massa- 
soil  Mill  Co.  In  18!,"i-4(;  the  Massasoit 
conipan,\'  removed  its  itiacliinery  to  its  new 
mill  on  Davol  siii'(M.  The  Watuppa  decided 
to  lill  its  mill  with  improved  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  and  en- 
gaged Mr.  Lincoln  to  build  a  part  -of  the 
looms,  which  he  did  in  the  machine  shop 
of  the  mill.  The  job  of  looms  was  divided 
into  three  jiarts.  Mr.  Lincoln  had  at  first  a 
third,  and  Mr.  John  Killnirn  a  third,  with 
the  understanding  with  th(>  company  that 
the  one  who  completed  his  part  first  should 
have  the  i-emaining  third  to  make.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  the  successful  cennpetitor,  and, 
therefore,  made  two-uiirds  of  tlie  looms.  The 
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style  of  the  loom  was  known  as  the  "Fall 
River  loom."  In  1844  John  Kilburn,  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire,  began  in  Fall  River  tlie 
manufacture  of  cotton  looms  ami  the  Four- 
neyron  turbine,  the  latter  a  French  inven- 
tion which  was  being  introiluced  int(j  the 
New  lilngiand  mills  as  a  water-motor.  He 
had  been  in  business  but  a  short  time  wlien 
his  health  failed,  and  he  died  in  1S4G.  Short- 
ly after  his  death  a  co-partnership  was  form- 
ed, comprising  his  widow,  his  brother,  fc^lijah 
C,  and  Mr.  Lincoln,  which  succeeded  to 
the  business  he  had  been  engaged  in  estab- 
lishing. The  firm,  which  was  called  E.  C. 
Kilburn  &  Co.,  manufactured  turbines,  shaft- 
ing and  various  kinds  of  machinery  for  print 
works  and  iron  mills.  Mr.  Kilburn  had 
charge  of  the  office  work  and  Mr.  Lincoln, 
tlie  mechanical.  The  business  flourished 
anil  the  firm  continued  until  1S5G,  when  a 
new  lirm,  Kilburn,  Lincoln  &  Son,  was  form- 
ed, consisting  of  Mr.  Kilburn,  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  his  oldest  son,  Henry  C.  Lincoln.  The 
younger  ^L•.  Lincoln  brought  to  the  busi- 
ness a  practical  knowledge  of  mechanics 
and  a  thorough  business  training.  In  1859 
Mr.  Lincoln  made  an  extensive  tour  through 
tne  Southern  States,  his  firm  having  built 
ui)  a  large  inisiness  throughout  that  part  of 
tlie  counti\-.  In  18(>7  it  was  found  necessary 
to  enlarge  their  quarters,  and  they  decided 
to  add  a  foundry  to  their  works.  To  insure 
the  new  feature  l)eing  a  success,  Mr.  Charles 
P.  Dring,  who  had  been  superintendent  of 
the  Fall  River  Iron  Works  Company  for 
many  years,  btcame  associated  with  them. 
Tlie  name  was  changed  to  Kilburn,  Lincoln 
&  Co.  and  became  incori)orated  in  18G8.  Mr. 
Lincoln's  son-in-law,  Andrew  Luscomb,  was 
also  admitted  to  the  corporation.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln was  elected  president  and  remained  so 
until  his  death.  Mr.  Kilburn  was  elected 
Ireasui'er,  which  position  he  held  until  1872. 
.lanuary,  18G9,  Mr.  Kilburn  disposed  of  the 
larger  part  of  his  interest  and  suibsequently 
all  of  it,  to  the  other  members,  and  in  1872 
he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  King  Philij) 
Mills.  On  Jiis  retirement  Mr.  Lincoln's 
youngest  son,  Leontine,  was  elected  treas- 
urer. In.lS72  additions  were  made  to  the 
work  with  a  view  to  the  manufacture  of 
looms  on  a  large  scale.  Since  then  the  com- 
I)any  has  been  among  the  largest  of  the 
kind  in  this  country.  Since  Mr.  Lincoln's 
death  his  interest  lias  been  held  by  his 
family.  In  1855,  Mr.  Lincoln  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother  Lorenzo,  his  nephew 
James  M.,  and  his  son  Edward  Lincoln,  in 


the  business  of  paper  manufacturing  at 
North  Dighton.  The  firm  was  called  L.  Lin- 
coln «&:  Co.  and  succeeded  to  the  business 
which  was  established  in  1850  by  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's brothers,  Caleli  M.  and  ly^irenzo.  He 
retired  fioni  the  liini  before  his  death,  his 
son,  lOdward  Lincoln,  taking  liis  interest 
therein.  Mr.  Lincoln  had  great  faith  in  Fall 
River  as  a  cotton  manufacturing  centre,  and 
was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  in  the 
Union  Mill,  and  was  intei'ested  in  other 
corporations,  and  a  director  in  the  Tecumseh 
Mill  fi'om  the  time  of  its  organization.  Al- 
though he  took  a  deep  interest  in  Fall  River 
and  its  public  affairs  he  was  averse  to  hold- 
ing office.  He  never  held  but  one,  that  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council.  He  was 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  Mount  Hope 
Lodge  of  Mastnis  of  which  he  was  treasurer 
for  man\'  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Free 
Soil  Whig,  before  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  when  he  became  a  member 
of  that  party.  The  Fall  River  "News"  closed 
an  editorial  notice  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
as  follows:  "Mr.  Lincoln  was  held  in  great 
esteem  and  respect  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  ingenious 
and  skillful  mechanic  and  a  business  man 
whose  integi-ity  was  unquestioned.  He  was 
a  worthy  and  valuable  citizen,  whose  loss 
must  be  felt." 

LEONTINE  LINCOLN,  son  of  Jonathan 
Thayer  and  Abby  (Luscomb)  Lincoln,  was 
born  in  Fall  River,  December  2G,  184G.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  he  attended  the  Fall  River 
public  schools,  and  later  a  private  school  at 
Providence,  R.  I.  Mr.  Lincoln  began  busi- 
ness at  the  age  of  nineteen,  wlien  he  enleri'd 
(he  counting  room  of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  & 
Son,  which  firm  was  incorporated  in  18G8  as 
Kilburn,  Lincoln  &  Co.,  of  which  corporation 
his  father  was  president  (later  succeeded  in 
the  presidency  by  his  oldest  son,  H.  C.-  Lin- 
coln). The  concern  '^^as  then,  and  still  is, 
a  large  manufacturer  of  cotton  and  silk  ma- 
chinery. Mr.  Lincoln  has  been  in  the  direc- 
tion of  some  of  the  leading  manufacturing 
and  banking  interests  of  the  city,  including 
the  Seaconnet,  Tecumseh,  King  Philip,  Har- 
graves,  Parker  and  Arkwriglit  mills,  Bar- 
nard Manufacturing  Company,  Peabody  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  Davis  Mills  and  Luther 
Mannfacturing  Company;  also  the  Massa- 
soit-Pocasset  National  Bank.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Seaconnet  Mills  Corporation, 
president  of  the  Hargrave  Mills,  and  the 
Parker  Mills,  Davis  Mills,  Luther  Manufac- 
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luring  Company,  Fall  Uiver  Five  Cents  Sav- 
ings liaiili,  and  iiusli^e  ol  tlu'  Home  lor  Aged 
P(;<Ji)lc.     lie    was   pie.-iilLiit   of   Llie  Second 
National  Uank  loi-  about  iwcnty  sears  untii 
the  expiration  of  its  charur.    in  lyi'l,  Air. 
Lincoln  succeeded  K.  C.  Kilbuiii  as  treas- 
urer of  'the  Kilhnrn,  Lincoln  &  Co.  Corpora- 
lion,  and  still  ri'tains  this  connection,  which 
now   covers  a   luMiod   of  thirty-four  years. 
Andrew  ivUscoinli,  .Mr.  Lincoln's  brother-in- 
Ip.w,  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  Kilburn, 
Lincoln  &  Co.  upon  the  death  of  Henry  C. 
Liircoln,  in  LSS4,  and  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lusconib,  in  LXKi,  Mr.  Lincoln  followed  in 
that  oflice.    His  active  interest  in  the  edu- 
cational institutions  of  Fall  River  has  loii^ 
been  manifest,  and  he  has  served  as  a  niem- 
lier  of   the  School   Committee  twenty-ft)ur 
years  and  its  chairnran  sixteen  years.  He 
is  also  a  member  and  sccre  tary  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  High 
School.    He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  during  which  lime  he  has  served 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  tihe  Board,  and 
is  now  its  president.   He  has  been  president 
of  the  Bradford  Durfee  Textile  School  since 
its  establishment  in  1891).    Mr.  Lincoln  has 
written  and  spoken  on  educational,  industrial 
and  political  subjects.    He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Board  of  Charity,  formerly 
known  as  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and 
Charity,  since  1Si)4,  and  has  been  chairman 
of  the  Board  since  LSOS.    He  is  a  member 
of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  Society  and  the 
American    Librarians'   Association;    was  a 
delegate   to   the   Republican  National  Con- 
vention in  189(1,  at  St.  Louis,  which  nom- 
inated William  McKinley  to  the  i)resiilency. 
In  LS89,  Brown  University  conferred  upon 
him  the  honorary  degree,  A.  M.    He  married, 
in  May,  ISCS,  Amelia  S.,  daughter  of  .Tohn 
Duncan,  D.  D.,  and  !\rary  A.  (Macowen)  Dun- 
can, and  their  children  are  Jonathan  Thayer 
Lincoln  and  Leontine  TJncoln,  .Tr. 

.JEROME  DWELLY,  M.  D.,  was  born  in 
Tiverton,  R.  L,  about  four  and  one-half  miles 
from  the  city  of  Fall  River,  .January  2L  1S2?>. 
His  father,  Daniel  Dwelly,  2d,  was  a  well 
known  and  reputable  farmer,  and  was  a  di- 
rect descendent  of  Richard  Dwelly,  who  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, wlio,  about  ICiCS,  settled  in  Scituate, 
Mass.,  having  been  in  some  of  tlie  neighbor- 
ing towns  as  early  as  1G54.  He  had  a  grant 
of  land  from  the  Plymouth  Colony  for  ser- 
vices rendered  in  King  Philip's  War,  in  107(5. 


His  gi'ands(jn,  .losliua  Dwelly,  a  sliip  carpen- 
ter, reinineil  lioni  Seiliiale  lu  Swansea, 
Aiass,.  and  in  alioui  I  Tun,  to  Tiverton.  U.  1. 
Uieliard  Dwi'll.v,  a  grandson  of  .J: ].-.li na,  em-, 
i.grated  from  Tivertim,  K.  1.,  lo  .\lauliiis,  N. 
Y,.  when  his  son,  Daniel  Dwelly,  L'd,  was 
about  eleven  .\ears  (jf  aL;e,  and  ilure  lie- 
family  remain(.'d,  excein  Daniel,  who  re- 
turned to  'riverhin  and  married  .Mary  l?oi- 
den  Slaile,  formerly  of  Slade's  l''c'i'r>',  who 
was  Dr.  Dwell,\'s  mollii'r.  .lei-oiiie  Dwell,\', 
having  become  lame  when  qnitv  youni;,  was 
sent  to  school  at  I^all  Uiver,  and  subse- 
(IMently  to  I^ierce  Academy,  in  .Middleboro, 
Alass.,  to  fit  for  college  willl  the  \i,'W  of  lie- 
coming  a  la\v\er.  He  lemained  tlu'ie  Ihie'e 
years  and  then,  his  health  failing,  was 
obliged  to  suspend  his  studies  tor  two  or 
three  years,  after  which  Ills  mind  lieeaine  di- 
verted to  the  study  of  medicine.  Hi  ilien  be- 
came a  student  in  the  office  of  ilu-  late  L)i-. 
Thomas  Williur,  of  l<^all  River,  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  oflice  of  Dr.  William 
E.  Townsenil,  of  lioston,  son  of  Pr.  Solomon 

D.  'i^ownsend,  one  of  the  surgx'ons  <d'  I  he 
Massachusetts  Ceneral  Hospital.  While 
there  he  acted  as  assistant  to  Mr.  William 

E.  Townsend,  who  was  one  of  the  physicians 
of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  and  saw  a  g.iod 
deal  of  the  exhibition  of  suljihui'ie  etiiei-  as 
an  anesthetic,  which  had  laledy  come  into 
use  at  the  Massachusetts  (Jeiu'ral  Hospital. 
In  May,  IN  IT,  while  attending  an  ob.-iei  rieal 
case  of  an  oul-palienl  of  the  dispensar\, 
under  the  -care  of  l)i'.  Townsend,  lli-.'  use  (d' 
instruments  became  iiecessar>'  to  savi'  the 
patient's  life.  lOlher  was  adnnnisi  ered,  and 
the  operation,  which  jiroved  dillieiili,  i>er- 
formeil  by  Dr.  Channin.g.  Pi'ofessor  of  Obsiei- 
rics  in  Harvard  .Medical  College.  This  was 
probably  the  first  case  of  the  kind  in  the 
State,  .  and  was  reported  as  such  liy  Dr. 
('banning.  Dr.  Jlwelly  soon  after  wrote  his 
graduation  thesis,  "Sulphuric  lOilier."  in 
which  he  su.g.gesled  tha't  the  inhalation  of 
sulphuric  ether  would  pi-ove  of  great  vahu' 
in  the  I'eduction  of  fraidures  and  disloca- 
tions on  account  of  its  i)owerful  effects  in 
Ijroducing  muscular  relaxation.  He  was 
graduated  an  ^\.  D.,  August  2.^>.  IS  17.  He 
then  returned  to  I'^all  Riv(M-  and  o|)ened  an 
office  Septt'nilier  L  1S17,  foi-  the  practice  of 
medicine' and  sur.gery,  at  the  corner  of  South 
Main  aud  Pocasset  streets.  V])  to  this  time 
ether  had  not  been  used  as  an  anesthetic  in 
Fall  River,  and  wi^vy  little  anywhere  outside 
of  the  hospital.  \^v.  Dwelly  then  resolved 
to  use  it  on  the  first  suiiabl(>  occasion,  which 
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occurred  un  NovuiuIk;!'  5,  1S17,  in  Ihis  city. 
A  ]H)y  liad  a  piece  ol  wood  two  and  oiie-lialt 
inches  long  vi(>lentl.\-  thrust  inio  liis  back, 
and  brealiing  oil,  it  liecaine  ileejdy  and  hrin- 
ly  eml)ed(ied  under  tlie  muscles  oi  the  spine, 
A  deep  incision  became  necessary  to  dis- 
hjdge  it,  which  was  made  b\'  Dr.  Dwelly, 
liaving  tirsc  administered  ether,  and  tiie 
piece  of  wood  removed  wiiile  the  i)atient  was 
unconscious  ot  any  jiain.  Crary,  at  thai 

lime  a  suigeon  of  much  repute  in  Fall  River, 
was  present,  anil  expressed  much  gatilica- 
tion  and  surprise  at  the  effects  of  the  ether. 
This  was  undoubtedly  the  first  use  of  ether 
in  a  cutting  operation  in  this  part  of  the 
Slale.  Dr.  Dwelly  was  the  first  t'ity  Physi- 
cian chosen  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
City  Government,  and  served  in  this  ca|)ac- 
ity  through  the  Cholera  Kpidemic  in  1851. 
Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Rebellion  he  was 
ai)pointed  a  Ignited  States  Examining  Sur- 
geon for  Pensions,  which  place  he  held  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  He  was  made  Medical 
Examiner  on  the  passage  of  the  Medical  Ex- 
aminer's Law  of  this  State,  and  remained 
as  such  for  fourteen  years.  He  was,  for 
about  twenty  years,  a  member  of  the  School 
rSoard  of  Fall  Rivei-.  He  is  a  meniiber  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  and  has  been 
President  of  the  Bristol  County  South  Med- 
ical Society.  Dr.  Dwelly  was  married  on  the 
INIh  of  Octol>Lr,  ISIS,  to  .lanette  A.  Cook, 
of  Fall  River,  and  on  October  18,  1S9S,  they 
celeibrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
wedding  at  a  rt!cei)tion  of  their  friends 
They  have  had  six  children,  four  sonis  and 
two  daughters:  Edwin  J..  Frank  H.,  Arthur 
.J„  Avis  J.,  Frederick  O.  and  Mary  B.  Two 
of  the  sous  are  not  now  iivin.g.  Edwin  .]. 
died  when  a  child  and  Arthur  J.  at  forty- 
two  years  of  age.  He  has  l)een  in  contin- 
uous active  practice  of  his  profession  in  this 
city  and  neighborhood  for  nearly  three  score 
years  with  the  cxce|)tion  of  two  years  spent 
in  California,  from  1S19  to  1851.  Dr.  Dwelly, 
althoug.h  not  a  public  si)eaker,  is  a  i-eady 
and  fluent  talkei-  and  expresses  his  opinions 
with  force  and  clearness.  The  charm  of  his 
conversation  ami  the  cheeriness  of  his  man- 
ner always  Wrings  hope  and  encouragement 
to  the  sick,  and  has  undoubtedly  added  much 
to  his  success  from  the  trust  and  confidence 
piaoed  in  him  l)y  his  many  patients. 

E.  T.  LEONARD,  M.  D.— This  well  known 
physician  of  the  old  school  was  born  in 
Gardner,  Mass.,  July  19,  1812.  He  began 
to  study  medicine  under  Doctors  Perry,  Bow- 


dilch,  (iould  and  W'ylie,  of  Boston,  and  after- 
wards eniert'd  t.he  Harvard  Medical  School, 
graduating  in  lN:;fl.  lb'  came  to  I'^all  Ri\er 
in  ISU;,  anil  practiced  his  profession  until 
his  death.  lie  \\:is  iiri'sidenl  of  tlie  South 
Massa(diuse  Its  .Medical  Society  for  two 
years  aiul  vice-president  and  councilor  two 
years.  Dr.  Leonard  attendod  many  'of  the 
old  families  and  was  considered  a  skilful 
practitioner  and  one  of  the  most  honored  of 
Fall  River  citizens. 

HON.  WEAVER  OSBORN  was  tiorn  in 
Tiverton,  R.  1.,  May  'li,  ISKj,  and  remained 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  the  Little  West  Hill  Seminary,  at 
South  Kingston,  R.  L  In  is:;:;,  he  went  to 
Fairhaven,  Mass.,  to  learn  the  blacksmiths' 
trade,  which  he  followed  successfully  until 
the  engrossing  cares  of  heavy  cotton  mill 
interests  caused  him  to  abandon  it.    In  is:;;' 


Hon.  Weaver  O.st-orn  (D«ci:ascd) 

he  purchased  the  blacksmith  shop  of  Na- 
thaniel Pierce,  in  Tiverton,  which  he  con- 
tinued about  eight  years.  He  then  spent  one 
year  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  on  his  return 
to  Tiverton,  in  1844,  associated  himself  with 
Andrew  Robeson  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
In  1848  he  resumed  business  in  Tiverton, 
wihere  he  remained  until  his  shoji  was 
burned,  in  January,  Isr.S,  when  he  removed 
to  Fall  River,  Mass.  In  February  of  that 
year  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  his 
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juuiigest    biol  licr,    .lanicii    M.    Oal)orii,  and 
Ih)iil;1h  llie  l)lacl;siiiil h  shoii  of  Giileon  I'ac'ic- 
aril,  on  licilloril  slii'i'i,  wliicll  llu'V  coniluclcil 
l<jr  .several  years,  doiiit;  a  lar;;('  liiacliiui'  lins- 
iiie.ss.    'I'lie  liiiii  (il  W,  it  .1.  Al.  UslKjrn  cnii- 
Uiuietl  iiulii  issii,  w  lieu  11  was  (lissi)l\  i.'il.  In 
LsTj!)  llie  linn  became  interested  with  olhers 
in  bnildin,^  llie  I'liiiin  -Mill,  which  was  the 
l.rsl  C(Ui()n  mill  llial  was  operated  by  olh(_'i'S 
I  ban  cdose  corporal  ions.    'I'liey  were  subse- 
(iucnil.\-  inliresiid  in  the  (iranile  .Mill,  the 
-Nlerohants'  .Mill,  ihe  two  StalTord  niills  and 
the  Slaile  .Mill,    'rney  wei c  also  interested 
in  llie  Osborn  mills,  the  J''all  River  Bolibin 
mills,  the  Union  Helt  (.'omiiany.    -Mr.  Osliorn 
was  a  niliii.n  siiirii  in  these  as  wi  11  as  otlu.'r 
enterprises.     Iii»  was  the  principal  lounder 
of   the  Osborn   mills,   was  iiisl  i  nnieiit al  in 
erecting    t.lie    first  'biiildinK.    in    IML',  and 
serve;!  as  i)reKiil(Mit  and  (lire(dor  ot  tlie  cor- 
poration until  liis  ileatli,  which  occurred  at 
I'-all  River,  Feliriiary  (1.  MOi.    He  was  a  di- 
rector of  the  .Moiiiaup  .Mill  for  several  years. 
He  was  a  dii\  flor  and  nieiiilferof  tlie  Board 
of  lin'estnieiit  of  i  lie  Pocasset  Nat  ional  Hank 
from  its  orj<ani/al ion  in  lS5i,  wlien  it  was 
linowii  as  the  J^ocassct  Rank,  tinder  the  laws 
of  the  State,  and  was  i)iesident  and  chair- 
n:an  of  tlie  Roard  of  Investmeiil  of  that  bank 
from  IS?:;  until  liis  death  in  IS'.tl.    For  nian\- 
st'ars  pi'ior  to  liis  death  he  was  also  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Citi/.ens'  Savings  Rank,  of  Fall 
Kiver,    and    of    llie    State    W'orlchouse,  at 
iiridgewater  ami  'Pewksbury,  .Mass.    In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Osborn  was  originally  a  Whig,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  but  after 
the  Republican  party  was  formed  in  INTiC, 
he  was  a  staiiiudi  siip|)orter  of  that  jjarl.v. 
He  was  for  several  years  a  nieniber  of  the 
Fall  River  Board  of  Water  Coinniissioners, 
and  also  took  pride  in  the  progress  of  th;' 
cily.    He  was  elected  to  represent  the  town 
of  Fall  River,  R.  I.,  in  the  Rhode  Island  Slate 
Senate,  in  1857,  1S58  and  IS59,  and  served 
on  military  and  other  committees,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
in    1SG.S,   IS(if),   1S71,   ISTS,   1.S7G   and  1877, 
and  of  the  State  Senate  in  1S79.    Mr.  Osl)orn 
was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and 
unfailing  rwsources,  and  in  every  sense  a 
representative  and  enr-erprising  citizen.  .Mr, 
Osborn  was  married  .January  7,  lSo7,  to  Pa- 
tience B,  Dwelly,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
.Mary    (Slade)    Dwelly,   of   Tiverton,   R.  I. 
Their  children  were  Mary  S.,  of  Fall  River; 
Daniel  \V'.,  who  died  in  his  twenty-third  year, 
and  Thomas  F.  and  Anna  Jane,  both  of  whom 
died  at  the  age  of  nine.    Mrs.  Osborn  was 


born  in  'l"i\erton.  .May  21,  1817.  Botli  at- 
tended Ihe  l!a]ilist  Church,  which  they  joined 
ill  IN  i:;. 

.).  .M.DIHCll,  .\1.  D.,  was  born  in  tlie 
town  of  Sniil  hlield,  R.  1.,  Oelober  1817, 
ami  with  ills  brothers  and  sisters  siieiiL  his 
boyhood  days  on  his  father's  farm.  )le.  re- 
ceneil  his  education  in  the  public  and  pri- 
vate schools,  after  wliicli  he  entered  Ihe 
.-VcaiU'Ui.N'  al  I'liioii  Village.  Dr.  Aldiicli  was 
a  closi'  sludeiii  of  ancit'iit  and  modern  liis- 
lory  and  took  hi.gh  rank  amon.g  his  fellows. 
In  18:11)  he  entei  Ld  I  lie  tdlice  of  Ihe  inhrmary 
of  Dr.  A.  .1.  Brown,  of  Providence,  and  liere 
he  studied  liardei  than  ever.  He  took  a 
course  of  llar\aril  .Medical  Colle.ge  and  sulj- 
M'qiii  111  I'liteie  1  the  liolaiiical  .Medical  Col- 
leg(.',  ill  Ciiiclnnali,  Ohio,  where  he  received 
Ills  diphuiia,  and  was  (dio.'^en  valedictorian 
of  his  (dass.  lie  came  to  Fall  River  in  Ks-i:!, 
and  bi.gaii  llu'  practice  of  his  i)rofession,  and 
11.(1  with  success  from  tile  start.  He  was 
one  oi  Ihe  old  school  of  physicians  of  higll 
repute,  and  his  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond.  He  was  president  of  the  .Massachu- 
selts  Eclectic  .Medical  Society,  and  for  four 
.\tars  was  president  of  the  Temperance  So- 
citl.w  He  was  president  of  the  Children's 
lI(Hiie.  In  1852  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
Ihe  School  Commitlee  and  remained  for 
11  any  years  a  useful  member  of  that  body. 
Hr.  .Mdrich  was  married  .May  21.  IS  II,  to 
.Mary  A.  Allen,  of  Dedham,  .Mass.  She  died 
IJi'cember  IS,  1857.  He  was  married  again 
on  Septemlier  2''>,  18(i2,  to  Louisa  G.,  daiigh- 
t(  r  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.  Borden.  They  had 
one  son  and  a  daughter.  The  son  is  now  a 
.N'oung  and  prosperous  iihysicitin  of  Fall 
River,  and  considered  a  painstakin.g  and  abU' 
n  an.  When  Dr.  .Mdrich  passi.'d  awa.\-  Fall 
ITxer  lost  one  of  its  ablest  and  useful  citi- 
zens and  pliysicians. 

HON.  EDWWRI)  PFRiNGTON  BFFFIN- 
TON. —  Fnuii  Ihe  iiiangNral  ion  of  the  Re- 
bellion to  iis  (dose,  Mr.  Bufhnton  was  at  Ihe 
liead  of  the  local  government.  I'^or  years  he 
was  .Mayor  of  Fall  liiver,  and  was  one  of  the 
Ik  St  executives  the  city  ever  had.  He  was 
a  iilain,  simple  man  of  the  people,  kind  and 
considerale  lo  all,  and  as  honest  as  Ihe  day 
was  long.  He  was  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Re- 
becca Btifflnton,  and  was  born  in  AVestport, 
Alass.,  November  10,  ISM.  He  came  to 
Fall  River  with  his  parents  -when  a  boy  and 
loved  the  city,  and  w:is  honored  as  a  man 
by  its  citizens.  Early  in  life  he  opened  a 
market  at  the  corner  of  Alain  and  Pocasset 
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streets,  where  he  did  a  iine  biisine.ss  ami 
pruspcrt  il,  iiuiil  the  iTectiou  of  the  town  hall 
ami  iiiarla'i  biiildiiii?  in  l^iti,  whert'  he  I'e- 
ni(j\e.l,  ami  eoiitintied  lor  many  years.  In 
1S52  he  wa.s  eleote'd  to  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Ui'iiresentatives,  ;ind  in  liSTil,  wlu-n 
Fall  River  clianged  its  form  of  government 
and  became  a  city,  he  was  elected  Alderman. 
In  November,  1S55,  he  was  chosen  Mayor 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Hon.  James  Buflinton.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  elected  Mayor  l)y  the 
1  cople.  After  three  years'  retirement  he 
was  again  elected  Mayor  and  held  the  office 
lor  seven  years.  His  admini.stration  was  a 
sticce.-i.sfiil  and  happy  one,  and  when  he  died, 
Octoliii-  1!,  1N71,  the  entire  city  mourned 
it  i  loss.  Hi.s  Idiully  face  looks  down  from 
a  beautiful  oil  painting  which  hangs  on  the 
walls  of  the  .Mayor's  office  in  the  City  Hall, 
and  many  a  kind  word  is  expressed  by  the 
old  citizen  when  he  sees  it. 

HON.  JA.MICS  lU'FM'MNTON.— This  distin- 
guished citizen  was  born  on  "Chaloner  Hill," 
in  Troy  (now  the  prosperous  city  of  Fall 
River),  .Mas.s.,  .March  IC,  1S17.  His  early 
years  were  spent  in  study  and  self-denial, 
yet  all  through  his  l)oyhood  and  youth  his 
lu'omptness  in  thought,  and  independence  in 
action,  were  indications  of  the  coming  man. 
He  attendeil  the  Friends'  Boarding  School 


Hon.  Jam?s  Buffinton  (Deceased) 

in  ProN^idcnce,  R.  I.,  where  he  advanced  rap- 
idly, and  after  leaving  there  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas  Wilbur, 
where  he  remained  but  a  short  time,  as  he 
did  not  have  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  the 
studies.  Mr.  Buffintou  found  it  necessary 
to  accept  a  position  as  a  preceptor  in  H\ii 
public  and  private  schools  of  Westport  and 
Dartmouth.    He  associated  with  men  inter- 


ested in  navigatit)ii  ami  naturally  his  mind 
was  turned  in  that  direction,  and  fiuall\- 
shipped  foi'  a  whaling  voyage  on  board  of 
the  ship  "South  Carolina,"  about  to  sail. 
When  he  returned  home  he  engaged  in  the 
drug  l)usiness,  and  afterwards  tlie  dry  goods 
anil  millinei-y  trades.  About  this  time  he 
married  Miss  Sarah  I^erkins.  During  the 
jears  of  trade  he  l)ecame  popular  and  be- 
came a  member  of  the  lire  department,  and 
in  1851  was  chosen  selectman,  being  re- 
eU,'Cted  in  1852-53.  On  the  adoiition  of  (lie 
City  Charter  in  1S5-1,  he  was  ek'Cted  Mayor, 
and  in  1S55  was  I'e-elected,  and  in  (lie 
autumn  was  chosen  by  acclamation,  and  suli- 
se(iuentl\-  elected  to  Congress  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. On  his  return  home  from  Congress 
in  the  si)i-ing  of  ISfM,  he  immediately  set 
to  woi'k  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteei's. 
In  INGi,  .Mr.  Buflinton,  having  declined  a  le- 
r.niiination  for  Congress,  accepted  an  office 
in  the  Internal  Revenue  Department,  ten- 
dered him  during  I^resident  .Johnson's  admin- 
isti-ation.  In  June,  1S70,  he  was  re-elected 
to  Congress,  and  served  two  terms,  and  was 
re-elected  for  a  thii-d  term  when  death  cut 
of  his  usetul  and  busy  career.  He  remained 
in  his  seat  against  the  wishes  of  his  friends 
imtil  the  adjournment  of  the  session,  when 
he  came  home  to  die  in  less  than  one  hour 
after  receiving  a  rousing  welcome  home.  He 
died  on  Sunday  n:orning,  .March  (i,  ISTt.  Mr. 
Buffinton  was  one  of  the  men  who  by  his 
personal  efforts  helped  to  push  the  name  of 
Fall  River  high  up  on  the  roll  of  successful 
cities  of  the  United  States. 

COOK  BORDKN,  related  by  lies  of  blooii 
to  most  of  the  olil  families,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  affairs  of  this  cily,  was 
born  in  Fall  River,  Ma.ss.,  in  that  i)ortion 
known  then  as  Tiverton.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  was 
strictly  a  self-made  man,  and  rose  to  (he 
prominence  which  he  attained  through  his 
own  indisidual  efforUs.  His  father  died  when 
he  'was  alioul  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  he 
had  to  hustle  for  himself.  He  entered  the 
lumber  business  as  a  clerk,  and  being  active, 
and  a  close  observer,  soon  became  an  ex- 
pert, and  after  a  few  years  started  in  for 
himself  near  Lindsey's  Wharf.  His  business 
grew  and  prospered,  and  in  iS-iC,  bought 
Bowenville,  and  removed  his  business  there. 
Wi  -vaju  Cogswell,  cashier  of  the  old  Tiver- 
ton Bank,  was  his  partner  for  many  years. 
When  his  sons  grew  to  manhood  they  be- 
came interested  in  the  business  with  their 
father,  and  later  became  partners.  Since 
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tlic  death  of  the  head  of  the  firm  the  style 
of  the  hoiisi'  is  Cook  Borden  &  Co.  Mr. 
Borden  was  interested  in  many  enterprises 
and  held  stock  in  various  corpoi'ations.  His 
son,  .Jerome  Borden,  is  the  present  head  of 
the  firm  and  one  of  Fall  River's  progres-sive 
l)usiness  men.  Our  subject  was  president 
of  the  Union  National  Bank  and  a  meniljer 
of  the  Board,  of  Investment  of  the  Union 
Savings  Bank  and  a  13irector  in  the  Chace, 
Richard  Borden  and  Tecuniseh  mills.  He 
was  a  pure,  good  man,  and  raised  a  large 
family  of  useful  sons  and  daughters.  He 
died  September  2(t,  18S0,  in  the  seventy-fifth 
year  of  his  age. 

ItOBliRT  KNtGHT  REMINGTON.— One 
needs  not  ihesitiite,  at  this  time  and  in  this 
booii,  to  make  full  api)lication  of  the  Psalm- 
ist's words  to  the  life  of  Robert  Knight  Rem- 
ington, who  was  born  July  12,  182G,  and  died 
November  25,  18SG — "Thou,  O  Ijord  God,  art 
the  thing  that  I  long  for;  Thou  art  my  hope 
even  from  my  youth.  Oh,  what  great 
troubles  and  adversities  hast  Thou  showed 
me,  and  yet  didst  Thou  turn  and  refresh 
me."  We  are  but  recalling  the  lesson  of  a 
life  iwhich  among  the  people  of  this  city  and 
elsewhere  was  "known  and  read  of  all  men," 
of  a  (Christian  and  churohly  character  which 
had  a  dee))ening  influence  in  this  community. 
'I'he  individuality  and  the  personality  of  the 
gtjutleman  herein  commemorated  were  so 
striking  and  so  distinguishing  that  he  occu- 
pied a  peculiar  i)lace  in  the  regard  and  es- 
teem of  those  who  knew  hini.  Although  of 
strong  convictions  based  on  faith,  he  held 
them  with  charity;  his  influence  was  for 
the  common  good,  and  his  thoughtfulness 
was  ahviiys  active.  Mr.  Remington  was  a 
man  who  had  faith  in  and  unfailing  kind- 
ness for  people.  He  believed  in  men.  He 
counted  them  worth  while,  and  therefore  he 
felt  it  a  thing  worth  doing  to  give  time, 
money,  counsel  and  strength  for  their  moral, 
physical  and  mental  welfare.  He  was  ever 
ready  to  give  his  hand  to  every  cause  which 
meant  the  moral  upliftment  of  the  city;  his 
voice  in  championship  of  every  enterpinse 
of  worth*  and  his  cheer  to  noble  enthusi- 
asm. Mr.  Remington  was  a  native  of  the 
old  town  of  Grafton,  Mass.  His  early  school- 
ing was  obtained  in  Monson,  in  the  same 
county  of  Worcester;  the  finishing  touches 
were  applied  in  Fall  River  after  the  removal 
of  the  family,  the  name  of  which  has  ever 
since  occupied  a  high  and  honorable  place 
in  business  and  church  life.    Early  in  the 


forties  Mr.  lleniiugion  formed  a  pai'tuorship 
will  his  brother.  Hale,  to  deal  in  oils,  clieni- 
icals,  dyestuffs  and  kindred  supplies.  Thi^y 
started  on  a  small  scale,  oceuiiNiUg  a  l)Uild- 
ing    which    stood    on    the    site    where  Hit' 
"Globe"  otHce  now  siands.    The  withdrawal 
oi  Hale  Remington  was  followed  in  ISl.s  by 
the  association  of  Robert  1\.  Reniingion  with 
Chai-les   M.   Shove   in   the   contluct  of  the 
business.    When  other  interests  claimed  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Sliove  and  necessitated  a  dis- 
scjlution  of  ijaitnership,  Mr.  Remington  pro- 
ceeded alone,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  an 
enterprise  which  is  reckoned  to-day  as  the 
largest  and  most  varied  of  the  kind  carried 
on    in    southeastern    Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Remington   was  not  so  engrossed   in  tem- 
poral affairs  as  to  give  no  thought  to  and 
si)are  no  time  for  the  spiritual  in  life.  He 
was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Central  Con- 
gre.gational  Church.    Whenever  it  was  pos- 
sible to  be  present  at  the  services,  he  was 
to  ^be  seen  in  his  pew.     His  profe;-sion  of 
faith   was  of  the   practical   sort,   and  was 
carried   into  his  relations   with   man.  He 
believed  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday  school 
as   building  for  the  future  of  thi'  church, 
and  for  years  he  held  (he  office  u(  super- 
intendent.   Toward  teachers  and  pupils  Mr. 
Remington  stood  in  the'  rtdation  of  a  kind 
and   considerate   father,   anxious    for  their 
spiritual  well-bein.g  and  eager  to  be  of  as- 
sistance   for    personal    needs.     His  enthu- 
siasm  and  interest   were  commiinicad'd  to 
them,   and   t^he   school    maintained   a  hig'.i 
standard  for  attendance,  cfhciencA'  and  re 
fulfs.    It  was  to  be  expected  that  when  th(- 
Young    Men's    Christian    Assoeialion  was, 
brought    into   existence   one    of    those  to 
realize  immediately  its  value  as  an  auxiliary 
of  the  church  and  school  should  hi'  R.  1\ 
Remington.     He    early    identified  himself 
with    the    movement,    and   gave   frc^ely  of 
his  tfme  and  money  in  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  of  organization  throughout  the  coun- 
try.   Besides  being  fo'remost  in  undertaking 
to  eSifablish  a  local  branch,  he  visited  other 
places  to  explain  the  scope  and  ])lan  of  the 
association.    There  were  many  discouragc- 
me'uts  in  the  path  of  the  local  promoters. 
When  finally  they  managed  to  find  a  home 
in  a  building  formerly  used  as  a  dwelling, 
the   conviction    prevailed   that   failure  was 
not   prol)al)le,  for  the  advantages  of  mem- 
bership had   been   urgcil   so  elocpiently  by 
Mr.   Remington   and   his  associates   in  the 
board  of  management  that  young  men  were 
not  slow  in  enrolling.    Not  long  afterwards 
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began  the  movement  which  culminated  in 
the  erection  of  the  brick  structure  in  North 
Main  street,  in  which  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  is  housed.  It  was  em- 
inently fitting  that  the  service  of  one  who 
in  the  main  was  responsiljle  for  the  building 
should  'be  conimemora(ed,  and  the  decision 
(jf  the  directors  to  call  the  mam  hall  afler 
.Mr.  lieniinglon  and  to  adorn  it  with  an  oil 
portrait  of  the  gentleman,  a  gift  from  his 
son,  Edward  B.  Remington,  elicited  the 
heartiest  commendation.  The  artist  was 
true  to  natuie.  Although  Mr.  Remington 
was  gathered  long  since  to  his  fathers,  one 
who  knew  him  in  life  feels  his  genial  pres- 
lince  as  he  gazes  upon  the  reproduction 
hanging  on  the  wall,  and  feels  that  Fall 
Rivtr  was  sorely  afflicted  when  death  ended 
so  useful  a  career.  Mr.  Remington  was 
married  twice.  His  first  wife.  Miss  Harriet 
.\1.  Hill,  a  sister-in-law  of  Col.  Thomas  J. 
Boi'den.  She  died  in  184G.  In  Septembei-, 
1850,  he  was  joined  in  weillock  with  :\liss 
ICIizabeth  A.  Thatcher,  of  Middleboro,  the 
daughter  of  Allen  C.  and  E.  P.  Thatcher. 
Six  children  were  born— Mary  Elizabeth, 
Harriet  Thatcher,  Annie  Lincoln,  Alice 
Knight,  and  Agnes  Carleton.  All  are  dead 
with  the  exception  of  Miss  Alice,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Warren  S.  Barker,  and  Edward  B. 
Death  came  to  the  father  after  five  days' 
sickness  of  pneumonia.  The  disease  re- 
sulted from  a  cold  contracted  during  a  visit 
to  Keene,  N.  H.,  where  Mr.  Remington  went 
in  the  interest  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work.  Sorrow 
was  general,  for  the  feeling  prevailed  that 
the  conimunit\-  had  been  deprived  of  one  of 
its  best  citizens.  Mrs.  Remington  continues 
a  resident  of  Eall  River,  loved  by  her  chil- 
dren, and  admired  and  respt  cled  by  all  who 
i'ave  the  honor  of  In-r  acquaintance.  Eil- 
ward  B.  Reuiiugton  and  Charles  F.  Borden, 
the  latter  having  l)een  connected  with  IMr. 
lU'inington  for  years,  and  being  familiar 
with  every  detail  of  the  extensive  business, 
acquired  the  R.  K.  Remington  interest,  and 
establisiied  a  ])artnership  under  the  firm 
name  of  Borden  &  Remington.  On  the 
death  of  Mr.  Borden,  in  1905,  the  firm  was 
changed  into  a  corporation,  of  which  Ed- 
ward B.  Remington  became  president  and 
general  manager.  His  training  and  experi- 
ence as  a  partner  of  Mr.  Borden  and  his 
adaptability  to  a  mercantile  career  well 
fitted  him  for  the  heavy  responsibilities  that 
devolved  upon  him.  The  combination  of 
oualities  has  made  him  one  of  the  men  of 
ffark  in  the  business  life  of  Fall  River,  His 


interest  in  the  city  is  practical,  though 
not  manifested  demonstratively  nor  osten- 
tatiously. 

JOHN  C.  MILNE  was  born  in  Milfield, 
Scotland,  May  18,  1824.  His  parents  died 
wihen  he  was  quite  young,  and  to  his  grand- 
parents lu'  was  iiidi'l)tcd  for  early  educa- 
tional oiiijortuuiities.  With  them  he  emi- 
grated to  I'iciou,  Nova  Scotia,  and  at  8 
yeai's  of  age  entered  the  printing  office  of 
an  uncle,  and  soon  became  an  accurate  and 
rapid  compositor.  In  1835  he  came  to  Fall 
River,  and  worked  for  three  years  in  the 
calico  works  of  Andrew  Robeson.  In  1838 
he  entered  the  printing  office  of  the  Fall 
River  "Patriot,"  and  continued  in  the  mean- 
time to  attend  evening  schools.  In  ISIO 
he  spent  six  nu)nths  at  Pierce  Academy, 
Middleboro.  After  leaving  the  academy  he 
continued  his  studies  with  a  view  to  enter- 
ing college.  He  devoted  a  portion  of  each 
day  to  study,  reciting  to  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Ran- 
dall, afterwards  Bishop  of  Colorado,  and 
the  remaining  hours  of  the  day  and  eve- 
ning to  lalxjr  in  the  printing  office.  Being 
destitute  of  means,  he  was  forced  to  aban- 
don his  cherished  i)urpose,  and  in  1845  was 
encouraged  to  commence  the  publication 
of  the  Fall  River  "Weekly  News"  with  Mr. 
Almy.  The  first  number  was  issued  Aj)ril 
'A,  1845.  In  185!)  a  daily  edition  of  the 
"Nt'Ws"  was  Ijeguu,  and  l)oth  art^  si  ill  pub- 
lished. The  difficulties  e.vperienced  in 
those  days  when  these  two  young  men  un- 
dertook the  work  were  laborious  and  their 
lives  self-deu'ying ;  Init  by  incessant  appli- 
cation and  rigorous  economy  they  achieved 
success.  Mr.  Milne  was  a  meml)er  of  the 
City  Council  for  nvi>  years,  and  a  repi-esen- 
tative  in  tihe  Legislature  for  five  years — 
1884  to  1888,  inclusive — serving  as  House 
Chairman  of  Banks  and  Banking  and  of 
public  charital)le  institutions,  of  one  of 
which  he  was  appointed  a  trustee  by  Gov. 
Ames.  He  is  president  of  the  Citizens'  Sav- 
ings Bank,  president  of  the  Osborn  Mills, 
and  a  director  in  the  Stafford  Mills.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  directors  of  the  Po- 
casset  Bank,  organized  in  1854,  and  remain- 
ed on  the  board  until  the  corporation  was 
dissolved  in  IfMil]  and  merged  with  the  Mas- 
sasoit-Pocasset,  a  period  of  forty-nine  years. 
He  livad  to  see  all  of  his  associates  on  the 
first  board,  and  all  but  one  on  the  second 
board,  pass  away.  He  is  now  serving  in 
the  directorate  of  the  Massasoit-Pocasset. 
In  1849  Mr.  Milne  was  married  to  I^Iiss  Abby 
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A.,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Betsey 
(Howland)  Gifford,  of  Fall  River.  Of  this 
union  nine  children  were  born,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  They  are  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Fenner,  Joseph  D.  Milne,  Mrs.  Abby  S. 
Carr,  Mrs.  Jennie  D.  Remington  and  Mrs. 
Hannah  E.  Cliadwiclv. 

FRANKLIN  L.  ALMY  was  born  in  Little 
Coniipton,  R.  L,  .Inly  2,  18;i3,  the  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Ruth  Almy,  and  removed  to 
Fall  River  with  his  father's  family  in  1837. 
His  father  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
was  appointed  captain  of  the  First  Infantry 
of  Portsmouth  by  Gov.  Jones,  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and. At  12  years  of  age  F.  L.  Almy  be- 
came a  carrier  for  the  "Weekly  News," 
then  but  a  few  weeks  old,  in  1843,  and  in 
the  following  September  entered  tihe  office 
as  an  apprentice,  becoining  a  journeyman 
in  1850  and  a  member  of  the  firm  and  the 
business  manager  (which  position  he  still 
retains)  in  ISOl.  On  the  death  of  Thomas 
Almy  he  and  J(jhn  C.  Milne  purchased  the 
lattei-'s  interest,  and  the  firm  name  to-day 
is  Almy  &  Milne,  as  wihen  the  "News"  was 
started.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  in  ]8G0-(;7,  and  ihas  been  a  di- 
rector of  the  Flint  and  Wampanoag  Mills, 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank 
for  many  years.  He  is  a  man  of  the  strict- 
est ihonor  and  a  successful  and  influential 
citizen.  He  was  married  in  18(52  to  Charity 
11.,  daughter  of  Israel  BufTinton,  who  died  in 
May,  1880.  They  had  two  sons,  Frank  S. 
and  Thomas,  and  four  daughters.  Misses 
Sarah,  Nancy,  Ida  and  Nellie  Almy,  the 
latter  passing  to  tlie  world  beyond  when 
4  years  of  age.  Mr.  Almy's  present  wife 
was  Miss  Mary  K.  Cotton,  daughter  of  Jolm 
S.  Coton,  a  prominent  business  man  of  his 
lime. 

HON.  CHARLES  JARVIS  HOLMES  was 
the  son  of  Charles  Jarvis  and  Louisa  Has- 
kell Holmes.  His  father,  as  was  his  father 
before  him,  was  a  lawyer,  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Bristol  County  bar,  and  for  a 
long  time  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  Charles  Jarvis  Holmes  was 
born  in  Rochester,  March  4,  1S34.  When  5 
years  of  age  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Taunton,  and  was  9  when  he  and  they  re- 
moved to  P^all  River,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  attended  the  ipublic  schools  of 
this  city,  and  was  a  member  of  the  first 
class  formed  in  the  Fall  River  High  School, 
graduating  in  1853.  After  leaving  school 
he   entered   the   service  of  the  Massasoit 


Bank.  When  Mr.  Holmes  was  21  years  of 
age  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Fall 
River  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  which  po- 
sition he  held  at  the  time  of  his  dtath.  In 
the  same  year  he  was  elected  cashier  of 
the  Wamsutta,  afterward  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank,  which  postti(jn  lie  held  until 
the  bank  went  out  of  business  in  1903. 
For  over  half  a  century  he  has  been  the 
very  capstone  of  this  city's  financial  struc- 
ture, and  those  who  run  back  in  memory 
over  any  appreciable  ijortion  of  his  career, 
will  agree  that  he  was  a  historical  figure 
in  the  city's  jjast  If  for  no  other  reason. 
Mr.  Holmes  deserves  immortalizati(jn  for 
having  saved  the  city  from  one  of  the 
worst  financial  disasters  ever  visited  upon 
it.  As  the  father  of  the  law  known  among 
bankers  as  the  Stay  Law,  he  performed  a 
iniblic  service  not  to  be  measured  by  con- 
temporary minds.  Mr.  Hol'mes  was  one  of 
those  rare  combinations — a  man  of  great 
executive  ability,  capable  of  holding  posi- 
tions of  unusual  responisibility  in  the  finan- 
cial world,  yet  ready  am]  willing  to  apply 
his  ability  and  experience  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Holmes  was  president  of  the 
King  Philip  Mills  and  until  1903  of  the 
Sagamore  Manufacturing  Company,  and  a 
director  of  the  Border  City  Mills.  He 
serveil  in  the  Board  of  Aldei'men  in  1885, 
1888-1889.  He  was  a  member  of  the  school 
committee  for  sixteen:  years,  during  wMch 
time  he  exerted  a  strong  influence  in  the 
educational  alTairs  of  the  city.  Mr.  Holmes 
was  a  trustee  of  the  public  lil)rary  for  for- 
ty-three years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  overseers  of  the  poor  from  the  time 
cf  the  change  made  in  that  body  under 
Mayor  James  F.  Jackson,  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  also  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  Fall  River  Hospital  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  for  many  years  chairman 
ol  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  He  served 
in  the  House  in  1873,  and  in  the  Senate  in 
1877-1878.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Associated  Savings  Banks  of  the 
State  for  over  thirty  years.  And  when,  a 
number  of  yeai-s  ago,  it  was  proposed  to 
tax  the  savin.gs  banks'  deposits  for  internal 
revenue,  Mr.  Holmes  alone  represented 
Massachusetts  at  the  hearing  in  Washing- 
ton, in  protest  of  the  measure.  As  a 
churchman,  Mr  Holmes  was  always  promi- 
nent in  the  affairs  of  the  Central  Congre- 
gational Church,  which  he  joined  in  1857, 
and  in  1877  he  was  elected  deacon,  which 
office  he  held  imtil  his  decease.  Mr.  Holmes' 
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position  in  the  community  has  been  that 
of  a  progressive  Ijiisiness  man,  a  respected 
citizen  and  a  co-operator  in  all  movements 
started  tor  ttie  improvement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  people.  As  banker,  alderman, 
member  of  the  citj'  government  and  of  sev- 
eral of  its  most  important  subordinate 
boards,  of  finance,  schools,  libraries  and 
charities,  as  member  of  both  Ijranches  of 
the  General  Court  of  Miassacluisetts,  as 
president  and  director  of  manufacturing  and 
industrial  organizations,  of  charitaljle  and 
social  bodies,  as  officer  and  leader  in 
church  and  Sunday  school  there  is  scarcely 
a  life  in  this  city  which  has  not  in  some 
measure  felt  the  stimulus  of  his  abounding 
energy,  his  devotion,  his  ardent  faith,  his 
higher  religious  and  spiiitual  nature.  Mr. 
Holmes  was  married  May  4,  1858,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Remington,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Joanna  Remington,  of  Fall  River,  and  their 
children  are  >Mary  1^.,  Anna  C,  and  Charles 
L.  Holmes. 

JOSEI^Ji  ABltAIIA.M  BOWKN,  for  half  a 
century  a  prominL-nt  coal  dealer  here,  was 
born  in  Fall  River,  October  10,  lbo2,  the 
son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  (Read)  Bowen, 
and  the  descendant  of  families  who  had 
been  active  in  this  community  from  its 
earliest  settlement.  His  great-great-grand- 
father, John  Bowen,  came  hei'e  about  ll'M) 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  the  southern 
part  of  Fall  River,  where  he  was  a  large 
landowner,  witli  a  homestead  that  is  still 
standing,  though  greatly  altered,  on  South 
Main  street,  near  what  was  formerly  called 
Bowen's  hill.  He  lived  to  be  about  100 
years  of  age  and  in  his  will  disposed  of  a 
large  section  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
jiresent  citx-,  and  provided,  as  well,  for  the 
freeing  of  several  slaves.  His  wife  was 
Penelope  (Read)  Borden,  the  widow  of 
Stephen  Borden  and  the  daughter  of  John 
Read,  Jr.,  an  early  settler.  His  son,  Nathan, 
saw  service  in  the  Revolution,  and  his 
grandson,  Abraham  Bowen,  Sr.,  was  the 
owner  of  a  farm  extending  from  Bedford 
to  Elm  streets,  and  from  the  harbor  to  the 
Watuppa  Ponds.  He  was  a  promoter  of  one 
of  the  first  cotton  mills  built  here,  the 
Fall  River  Manufactory,  formerly  called 
the  White  Mill,  erected  in  1813,  and  in  the 
absence  of  ibanks  the  funds  collected  for 
this  enterprise  were  kept  in  his  clock.  He 
was  town  clerk,  selectman  and  probably  the 
first  representative  from  Fall  River  to  the 
State   Legislature,   where   he   served  four 


terms.  It  was  at  his  suggestion  that  the 
name  of  the  town  was  changed  in  1804  from 
Fall  River  to  Troy.^  Joseph  A.  Bowen's 
father,  a  son  of  the  latter,  was  Abraham 
B(jwen,  who  btiilt  the  house  just  south  of 
Mr.  Bowen's  present  residence.  For  many 
.>ears  he  carried  on  a  printing  business  and 
he  published  several  papers.  Mr.  Bowen  is 
t)he  descendent  of  many  old  families,  in- 
cluding the  Bordens,  Durfees,  Reads,  Wins- 
lows,  Valentines  and  Tisdales.  -Mr.  B(nven 
was  educated  in  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  Fall  River,  and  at  the  age  of  S 
years  entered  his  father's  printing  oflice, 
alternately  working  at  this  trade  and  at- 
tending school,  including  the  high  school, 
which  he  entered  in  the  first  class,  until 
185G,  when  he  engaged  in  the  coal  business. 
He  was  located  at  Morgan's  wharf  at  the 
foot  of  Walnut  street,  one-half  of  which  he 
afterwards  bought.  He  also  l)ought  the 
wharf  formerly  called  Slade's  wharf,  wliere 
the  business  has  since  been  carried  on  and 
has  grown  to  large  proportions.  He  has 
had  much  dredging  done  at  heavy  expense, 
at  and  near  his  wharves,  to  increase  the 
depth  of  water,  and  was  the  originator  f)f 
the  movement  to  improve  the  harbor  of 
Fall  River.  He  is  also  interested  in  coast- 
wise navigation,  being  part  owner  in  sev- 
eral large  schooners.  ;\fr.  Bowen  was  a 
member  of  the  (Common  Council  in  1SG2  and 
IXOo,  and  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  1S09 
and  1870.  As  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  establishing  a 
waterworks  system,  after  an  analysis  of  the 
water  in  the  North  Watuppa  I^ond,  and  in 
various  wells,  he  wrote  tlie  rei)ort  of  that 
committee,  and,  as  one  of  the  first  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners,  he  t{H)k  an  active 
part  in  the  building  of  the  waterworks  sys- 
tem. He  was  also  active  in  urging  the  early 
completion  of  the  work,  and  insisted  on  the 
doing  of  certain  very  necessary  things  which 
the  engineers  declared  iifii)ossible.  He  has 
always  lesided  in  Fall  River,  in  the  house 
he  now  occui)ies,  and  in  the  one  directly 
south  of  it.  He  was  married  January  10, 
18C5,  to  Fanny  M.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Clarissa  (Beimett)  Corey,  who,  like  him,  is 
descendtHl  from  many  of  the  early  settlers 
of  New  England.  They  have  two  children, 
Josepih  Henry  and  Fanny  Corey  Bowen.  The 
family  has  long  been  connected  with  the 
Central  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Bowen 
was  for  two  years  president  of  the  Fall 
River  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  at  present  a 
director   in   several   cotton  manufacturing 
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corporations.  He  is  one  ot  the  most  liighly 
respected  citizens  of  Fall  River,  and  has 
ever  been  most  active  in  promoting  its  in- 
terests. 

NICHOl.IS  HATHEWAY.— Among  the  old 
lawyers  of  Fall  River,  Nicholis  Hatlieway 
wa.s  i)roiHineHl.  He  is  a  son  of  Elnathan 
P.  and  Salome  (Ciishnian)  Hatlieway,  was 
boi'n  in  Freetown,  Seiiteniber  :!,  lfS24,  the 
eldest  of  seven  children.  He  w;is  edncated 
at  Pihilii)s'  Andover  Acadtniy  and  Pierce's 
.VcadtniN'  at  .\nddleboroush.  He  entered 
Hrown  I'niversity  in  184i>  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  1847.  .Mr.  Hatheway  took  high  rank 
as  a  criminal  lawyer.  He  held  various 
olhces  in  his  native  town  and  was  elected  a 
uitMuber  of  the  Legislature  from  Fall  River 
in  1.S75,  and  was  elected  an  Alderman  in 
1S71  and  ],s7r>.  Mr.  Hatheway  is  a  sterling 
iJemocrat  and  a  strong  party  man,  and  an 
outspoken  advocate  of  the  principles  of  his 
pai  ty.  He  received  the  nomination,  for  Con- 
gn.'ss  in  the  fall  of  1SS2,  and  received  a  very 
large  vote.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles,  is  a  member  of  Union  l^)dge,  Dor- 
chester; St.  Paul's  R.  A.  C,  Bo.ston;  Council 
R  and  S.  M.,  Hostt)n ;  Boston  Commandery, 
and  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  the 
Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
an  I  its  Dependencies — thirty-three  degrees. 
.Ml-.  Hatheway  was  married  January  1,  1851, 
to  I'^aiiny  P.  Dean,  of  Freetown,  and  has  two 
rliildren,  NeLson  D.  Hatheway,  M.  D.,  of 
.M iddlborough,  Mass.,  and  Nicholis  Hathe- 
way, .Ir.,  a  well  knfiwn  and  highly  esteemed 
attoiney  of  Fall  liiver.  Mr.  Nicholis  Hathe- 
way, .Ir.,  is  the  piesent  Law  Librarian  and 
has  a  large  and  lucrative  law  practice  in 
Fall  River  and  throughout  Bristol  County. 
Nicholis  Hathewa\',  Sr.,  is  still  alive,  and  re- 
sidi's  with  his  ton,  Nicholis,  Jr.,  who  Iras  a 
coinforl aide  home  on  Locust  street. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK  BORDEN.— In 
the  career  of  Charles  Frederick  Borden,  we 
find  a  hapi)y  illustration  of  the  saying,  "Ev- 
ery man  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune." 
He  made  his  way  in  the  world.  He  realized 
in  youth  that  (lualilies  necessary  to  com- 
mand success  must  be  first  possessed,  'then 
cultivated  intelligently,  and  >ised  assidu,- 
ously.  How  thoroughly  and  successfully  Mi-. 
Borden  learned  and  applied  the  lesson  from 
I  lie  beginning  of  his  industrious  life  to  the 
hour  of  his  ijrostration  by  a  fatal  sickness, 
cannot  be  put  into  tyi)e  as  fully  as  it  is 
known  by  those  who  associated  with  him. 
It  is  a  story,  not  particularly  of  what  might 


be  called  good  fortune,  but  of  the  fruits 
of  character,  application,  intelligence,  thor- 
oughness, service  and  zeal.    His  endowment 
ot  traits  inducing  to  integrity  and  probity 
nas  been  so  enlarged  by  determination,  earn- 
estness and  instructive  association  that  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  asijiration 
of  a  manly  youth  was  realized  and  enjoyed 
m  the  bright  summer  of  life.  Mr.  Borden  was 
born  in  Fall  River  the  year  of  the  city's  in- 
corporation— September  24,   1854.     His  pa- 
rents were  Deacon  Joseph  Borden  and  Amy 
Hathaway  Borden.    The  father  was  one  of 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  his  day.  For 
several  years  he  managed  the  city  farm;  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and 
to  the  affairs  ot  the  Second  Baptist  Society 
no  member  was  more  attentive.    Charles  F. 
Borden  passed  through  the  grammar  grade 
of  the  local  schools,  and  then  entered  the 
high  school.     His   first  engagement  as  a 
wage-earner  was  as  a  bookkeeper  for  Davis 
Bros.    Robei-t  K.  Remington  soon  Ijecame  in- 
terested in  the  boy,  and  an  offei-  of  employ- 
ment fvom  that  estimaible  gentleman  was 
accepted.    The  confidence  of  the  new  em- 
ployer was  earned  immediately  by  close  and 
faithful   attention   to   the   details   of  office 
work.     This  st'cured  promotion,     for  Mr. 
Remington   was  an  appreciative  employer, 
and  believed  in  encouraging  his  employees 
so  as  to  awaken  their  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness in  all  its  departments.    Theri-  was  no 
partiality;  advancement  was  the  reward  of 
merit.    Mr.  Borden  shared  constantl\'  in  the 
manifestation   of  Mr.   Remington's  esteem, 
and  in  the  course  of  time  he  was  the  right- 
hand  man  of  that  gentleman,  solely  through 
constancy,  attiMitiveness  and  a|)titude.  He 
became  so  familiar  with  every  part  of  the 
business  tlmt  his  employer  felt  free  to  leave 
affairs  in  his  care  while  he  gratified  his  de- 
sire to  promote  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.    Fui'ther  reward  be- 
fell Mr.  Borden  afler  the  death  of  Mr.  Rem- 
ington, in  ISSC,  when  a' partnership  was  cre- 
ated, with  Edward  B.  Remington  as  junior 
member  of  the  firm  under  the  title,  Borden 
&  Remington,  to  contiu'ue  the  business  of 
the  founder  of  the  house.    The  responsibil- 
ity of  ownership  heli)ed  to  l)roaden  the  abil- 
ity shown  so  signally  as  an  employee  by  Mr. 
Borden,  and  each  year  closed  with  (he  books 
showing  an  enlargement  of  accounts.  Early 
in  January,  1905,  he  was  stricken  with  ap- 
pendicitis.   All  that  surgical  skill  and  care- 
ful attention  could  do  was  employed  in  cop- 
ing with  the  disease,  but  it  failed  to  tide  the 
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patient  over  the  crisis,  aii^l  lie  died  at  dawn 
January  12,  at  liie  family  resilience,  Rod; 
street  and  Lincoln  a\enue.  Educated  in  a 
wholesome  atmosphere,  it  followed,  as  the 
nif^ht.  follows  the  day,  that  Mr.  Borden 
should  have  been  actively  interested  in.  tJie 
religious  movement  th;it  engrossed  the  time, 
thought  and  attention  of  the  man  with  whom 
h(.'  was  connected  so  long  in  business.  Lil<e 
.Mr.  Remington,  he  was  prominent  in  the 
alfairs  of  the  church  and  of  the  Central 
Con.^regat ional  Society.  In  IS'.tiJ,  the  Massa- 
chusetts Sunday  School  Association  divide  1 
the  State  into  fifty  districts.  In  1900,  Mr. 
Borden  was  selected  for  the  presidency  of 
the  Fall  River  district,  serving  four  years, 
and  resigning  on  account  of  his  health.  He 
was  the  lirst  of  the  distidct  executives  to 
bring  about  the  employ  mem  or  a  salaried 
secretary  to  loolc  after  the  details  of  dis- 
trict work.  The  adoption  of  'his  suggestion 
resulted  in  placing  the  district  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  State  movement.  Mr.  Borden 
was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  ^Iassaclui;setts  and  Rhode  Island 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  To  him 
belongs  the  credit  of  the  employment  of  the 
secretary  of  boys'  work,  a  dopai'tnicnt  of  tlie 
greatest  usefulness  lo  the  organization  in 
these  co-operating  States.  By  his  sedulous 
efforts  to  provide  a  suital)le  home  for  the 
association,  in  Fall  River,  he  secured  a 
large  portion  of  (he  t)uil(ling  fund.  Mr.  Bor- 
den served  tlie  association  most  acceptably 
as  a  director,  and  in  the  preparation  and 
application  of  the  plans  and  decorative  work 
his  ideas  were  paramount.  In  business 
lines,  ai)art  from  the  interest  in  which  he 
was  the  leading  factor,  he  was  president  of 
the  City  Coal  C<jmpany,  of  New  Bedford,  a 
director  of  the  Fall  River  National  Bank 
and  the  Colnml>ia  Life  Insurance  Company. 
.Mr.  Borden  was  married  twice.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Annie  Lincoln  Remington,  a 
daughter  of  R.  K.  Remington.  The  wedding 
was  sokmni/.ed  .lune  S,  ISSO.  Mrs.  Borden 
died  ,Iuly  3,  ISil.'").  On  February  20,  1901. 
lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bertha 
Frances  Vella,  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and 
Emma  Frances  Vella,  of  Lynn.  For  nine 
years  Miss  'Vella  had  been  the  primary  secre- 
retary  of  the  Massachusetts  Sunday  School 
Association.  Marriage  did  not  result  in  any 
relaxation  of  interest  in  Stinday  school  work. 
It  had  attractions  for  both  husband  and  wife, 
Mrs.  Borden  enteiing  heartily  into  the  plans 
of  Mr.  Borden,  and  each  making  the  ad- 
vance of  the  movement  a  common  cause. 


The  children  of  the  lirst  Mrs.  Borden  are 
Ida  l«]astman,  of  C..  F.  Webb,  of  Wor- 

cester; Robert  Remington,  Edward  and 
Charles  Frederick.  All  of  the  young  men 
represent  the  estate  in  the  nianagement  of 
the   Borden   &   Remington  Company. 

WILLIAM  H.  JENNINGS,  the  originator 
of  the  Merchants'  Manufacturing  Compan.w 
and  for  iiiany  years  a  leader  in  l)usiness 
circles  in  Fall  River,  was  born  in  this  city, 
February  2ii,  l.NIll,  tlie  son  of  Edward  and 
Betsey  Palmer  Jt'uniiigs.  He  attendeil  the 
public  sch(x)ls  anil  also  a  pri\-ate  scho(d 
lit  lit  by  tk'orge  B.  Sttine,  a  noted  teao-her  of 
the  day,  who  afterward  became  the  first 
principal  of  the  high  school,  and  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  entered  a  grocery  store  kept  by 
Chester  W.  Greene.  Here,  and  in  the  stores 
of  Gray  &  Brownell  and  R.  S.  Gibbs  &  Co. 
he  remained  until  the  early  sixties,  and  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  men  that  proved  of 
great  value  to  him  in  later  years.  He  was 
also  employed,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  liy 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  in  ad- 
justing lanil  and  other  datMages  in  connec- 
tion with  the  extension  of  its  road  to  New- 
port. In  iSfld,  Mr.  Jennings,  who  saw  the 
opiiortunity  offered  for  success  in  cotton 
manufacturing,  then  in  its  infancy  here,  or- 
ganized the  .Merchants'  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, securing  through  his  zeal  the  $SO(),(iO(i 
required,  in  two  da.\s,  and  ei'ccted  what  was 
long  the  lai-gest  mill  umler  one  roof  in  the 
city.  He  was  elected  clerlx  and  treasurer  of 
the  conporation  and  managed  ite  affairs  with 
marked  success,  until  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
tire on  account  of  failing  health  a  few  years 
before  'his  death.  Meantime,  he  had  l)econie 
largely  interested  in  the  Globe  Street  Rail- 
way Companx-,  of  which  he  was  president, 
and  was  also  president  of  the  Barnard  Man- 
tifactui'ing  Compan>-  and  the  Globe  Yarn 
Mills  and  a  direclor  in  the  "Wampanoag 
Mills,  the  Crystal  S|)rin.ij  Bleaching  &  Dye- 
ing Company,  the  Manufacturers'  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Comi)any  and  the  Metaconiet 
National  Bank.  He  had  also  entered  actively 
into  real  estate  operations,  and  with  Hon. 
Robert  T.  Davis  and  the  late  Hon.  Frank  S 
Stevens  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  west 
of  Broadway,  on  which  the  Globe  Yai'n,  Lau- 
rel Lake  and  Sanforil  Spinning  mills  and  (he 
Algonquin  Printing  Company's  plant  have 
since  been  erected.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  in  ISfiT  and  IS.'iS,  and  presidi'nt 
of  that  boily  the  latter  year.    He  was  mar- 
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ried  Decomber  2i,  ISOS,  to  Miss  Annie  Uoi- 
(len  Chase,  of  Pui'tsnioulh,  It.  1.,  wiio  is  still 
living,  and  had  four  children,  one  of  whom, 
Charles  .1.,  died  Marcli  ol,  1S77.  The  others 
are  Kdward  IJ.,  agent  of  the  Allen  I'rint 
Works,  of  Providence,  U.  I.,  and  tieasui'er 
or  the  Samoset  Company,  of  Valley  Falls, 
I.;  William  II.,  treasurcM-  of  the  Algon- 
quin Printing  Company,  and  Annie  J.,  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Anthony.  For  twenty  years, 
during  the  most  rapid  growth  of  the  city  as 
a  center  of  cotton  manufacturing,  William 
H.  Jennings  was  actively  and  intimately  as- 
sociated wrth  the  industry,  and  was  one  of 
its  recognized  leaders,  whose  advice  was 
freely  sought.  His  associates  on  the  vari- 
ous boards  of  directors  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  said  of  him  at  his  death:  "His 
qualities  of  mind  ana  character,  in  whicli 
eneigy,  industry,  sagacity,  untiring  perse- 
verance and  coui'age  were  tempered  with 
that  wise  caution  which  restrained  him  with- 
in the  limit  of  his  resources — these  early  se- 
cured him  an  important  position  among  his 
business  associates  and  contributed  largely 
to  the  origin  and  success  of  the  important 
business  enterprises  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged. .  .  .  He  contributed  his  full  shai-c> 
to  the  growth  and  wealth  of  the  city  and  to 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  its  jieople." 

,IOHN  H.  LlSTEri.— About  two  miles  from 
the  centre  of  Fall  liiver,  pleasantly  situated 
in  the  Maplewood  Valley,  are  the  Estes 
Mills,  one  of  the  largest  coarse  yarn  [ilants 
iU'  America.  Here,  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
has  been  manufactured  cotton  wrapi)ing 
twine,  which  is  shipped  to  all  parts  of  this 
country  and  to  foreign  ports.  Aside  from 
this  well  and  widely  known  product,  large 
quantities  of  cari)et  warp,  yarns,  ropes, 
clothes-lines,  sash-cord,  lloor  mops,  dish 
mops,  calking,  wicking  and  machinery  wip- 
ing waste  are  made,  all  of  which  are  ex- 
tensively known  in  the  lespective  classes 
of  trade  to  which  they  belong.  A  later  pro- 
duct added  to  the  long  list  of  manufactures 
is  absorbent  cotton,  for  druggists,  hospitals 
and  physicians.  The  "Excelsior"  brand  of 
absiorbent  cotton  made  at  these  mills  lias 
been  pronounced  by  experts  to  be  of  the 
finest  quality.  Few  citizens  realize  the  ex- 
tent of  laibel  printing  required  by  these 
mills.  The  present  average  is  twenty-four 
labels  per  minute,  or  about  15,000  per  day, 
and  scores  of  girls  are  employed  who  label 
and  seal  packages  of  absorbent  cotton  and 
other  goods.     Two  labeling  machines  ai'e 


also  in  use.  The  poliej  of  these  mills  has 
ever  been  a  iirogressive  one,  as  the  preseiil 
t'hjorough  e(iuii)nient  and  dexelniinieni  ol 
the  business  will  tes-tify.  Theii'  sasli  cord  is 
of  undisputed  excellence  and  compai-es  most 
favorably  with  any  on  the  market.  John  H. 
Estes,  the  central  figure  in  the  manufactur- 
ing business  at  .Maplewood,  was  horn  in 
Tiverton,  li.  1.,  .Iiuie  ID,  IN.;.").  In  a  recently 
prepared  genealogy  (jf  4.he  Estes  family  the 
name  has  been  ti'aced  in  English  historj-  to 
the  year  1(1!)7.  The  family,  however,  is  not 
of  English,  but  of  Italian  origin.  The  name. 
si)elled  in  different  ways,  occurs  often  in 
Italian  liistor\-  and  literature.  Itichard  10s- 
tes,  the  emigrant  to  this  (oiintr.w  was  born 
in  Dover,  lOnglaiul,  in  It;  17,  and  came  to 
America  in  1(;n4.  John  H.  Estes  is  a  d(^- 
scendant  in  the  sixth  generation  fi'om  Rich- 
ard Estes.  His  father  was  Job  Estes,  and 
his  mother  Delilah  lOrswell)  lOsi^s.  His 
grandfather,  Edmund  Estes,  was  an  a^ble 
as  well  as  a  scholarly  man.  He  was  much 
esteemed  among  his  fellow  townspenple.  was 
justice  of  the  peace,  clerk  of  (he  town  of 
Tiverton  anil  treasurer  of  the  "I'nion  Fac- 
tory," the  first  cotton  mill  founded  within 
the  city  limits.  It  wa.s  a  wooden  structure, 
located  on  the  site  of  the  present  Laurel 
Lake  mills.  Ten  children  weri'  Ihjiii  to  Job 
and  Delilah  Esles,  and  iluse  all  grew  to 
maturity.  John  H.  Estes  was  the  seventh  in 
the  family.  Job  lOstes  was  a  wheelwright 
of  ability  and  ingenuity,  and  his  caits  and 
•wooden  plows  were  famous  many  miles 
around.  Deciding  that  iluue  was  povicr 
enough  in  the  valley  brook  to  turn  his  lallie 
and  run  his  saw,  in  is:;.",,  he  houglii  (lie 
property.  He  built  a  small  shop,  about  la 
by  15,  to  which  the  motive  ipower  of  the 
brook  was  transmitted  by  a  llulter  wheel. 
Eleven  years  later,  Oliver  Huflinton,  the 
pioneer  cotton  waste  dealer  of  Fall  River, 
leased  ttie  privilege  of  operaling  four 
eighteen-inch  batting  canls  in  the  north  end 
of  this  shop.  Three 'years  later,  Jonathan 
Bridges  leased  the  shop  and  power  for  tex- 
tile purposes.  He  constructed  a  .stronger 
water-wheel,  enlarged  the  shop  and  fitted  it 
with  wooden  shafting,  which  run  al)out  fifty 
looms  for  weaving  sheetings,  shirtings  and 
print  goods.  For  the  sake  of  additional 
motive  power,  Job  Estes  built  a  second 
water-wheel  thirty  rods  farther  down  the 
stream,  where  a  ten-foot  fall  was  obtained, 
and  transmitted  this  additional  iiower 
through  the  woods  to  the  mill  by  a  manila 
rope,  but  the  device  did  not  work  very  well. 
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Meanwhile,  Lsrad  Hullinton,  whu  had  i)ur- 
chascil  tiie  battin.-;  machinery  ot  Oliver  But- 
finton,  having  'bei-n  prnniibe.l  Uie  [lower  of 
the   lower   water-wheel   wikn   the  Bridges' 
lease  expired,  litiili   adjoining  the  wheel  a 
wtxxlen  mill  lor  llie  manufacture  of  cotton 
hatting.    In  coiirsu  of  time  this  wooden  mill 
was  changed   to  a   grist   mill.     Before  his 
lease  at  the   ui'lier  mill  e.xpired,  Jonathan 
Bridges  failed.    Messrs.  A.  &  J.  Shove  then 
took   the    mill    and   eqniiJi)ed    it    with  ma- 
chinery for  spinning  carpel  yarns  for  domes- 
tic -weaving.    It  was  h.re  that  .John  H.  Estes 
started  as  a  doltei-  hoy.     When  the  Shove 
lease   expired,   .loli   Kstes   bought   the  ma- 
chinery.   With  his  cliildren  and  two  or  fiiree 
employees  he  operated  the  mill  for  about 
five  years     During  I  his  time  it  was  decided 
to  unite  the  motive  power  of  the  two  mills 
by  leading  the  water  in  a  canal  to  a  site 
where  a  fall   of  twenty-five  feet  could  be 
obtained.     In   1.S57-S,   a   two   and   one-half  ~ 
story  stone  mill,  15  by  70,  was  constructed, 
and  fitted  with  machinery  removed  from  the 
upper  'mill  which  burned  to  the  ground  in 
1872.    The  early  life  of  John  H.  Estes  was 
spent  in  and  around  the  mill.    Gradually  and 
intelligently   he   worked   his   way  through 
every   department.     His   parents,  working 
hard  for  the  maintenance  of  their  large  fam- 
ily, had  little  time  to  devote  to  the  especial 
needs  of  any  one  of  them.    The  subject  of 
our  sketch  longed  for  an  education.  From 
his  father  he  inherited  the  qualities  of  in- 
dustry, economy,  regularity  ot  habits;  from 
his  mother,  adaptability  to  circumstances  in 
an   unusual   lU'gree,   but   Irom  his  remoter 
ancestors,  notably  from  his  grandfather,  a 
longing  for  the  better  things  of  life.  He 
wanted   to   be   something   better   than  his 
environment  would  make  him.    He  attended 
the  district  school  but  very  little,  not  more 
than  a  few  months  altogether.    At  sixteen, 
he  gathered  together  the  money  he  had  been 
saving  for  some  time,  and  iiuietly  went  to 
Colchester     Academy,     near  Williniantic, 
Conn.    He  wrote  to  his  parents  after  his  ar- 
rival and  they  made  no  objections  to  his 
proceeding,    although    his    usefulness  was 
missed  in  the  family  circle.    Here  he  re- 
mained for  ^several  months,  doing  odd  jobs 
and  chores  to  heli)  pay  for  his  tuition.  In 
18G0,   John   H.   Estes,   whose  genius   as  a 
practical  manaifacturer  had  already  made  it- 
self   felt,    and    Thomas    W.    Lawton,  his 
brother-in-law,  leased  the  stone  mill  and  ma- 
chinery, and  formed  the  firm  of  Lawton  & 
Estes.    They  made  wrai)ping  twine  and  car- 


pet warp  for  nearly  tifleen  years  with  about 
twelve   employees.     Iwiring   the   t.'ivil  \\'ar 
the  mill,  in  common  with  otiier  mills,  of  Fall 
River,  owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  col  ton, 
stood  idle  for  about  two  \  ears.    One  of  these 
years  Mr.  Estes  spent  in  the  SoutJi  under 
Government  contract  to  suiijilx'  certain  regi- 
ments with  wood.    At  this  iieriod,  realizing 
his  ileflcie^ncy  as  an  accountant,  he  sp,ent  a 
few  weelcs  in  Providence  at  a  business  col- 
lege,  trying   to   master   the   intricacies  of 
Ijookkee-ping.     In  ItiGG,   Mr.  Estes  marrieil 
Caroline  A.   Ling,   a   local   scliool  teacher. 
Four  children   were  boin   to  them,  J.  lid- 
mund,'  Je'unie  L.,  Elmer  B.  and  Everett  L. 
In  1872,  .lob  Estes  died.    Because  of  failure 
to  secure  another  lease  of  the  mill  prop- 
erty, the  fii-m  of  Lawton  &  Estes  was  dis- 
solved, and  the  mill  stood  idle  for  several 
years.    Mr.  Estes  spent  this  time  improving 
his    farms    and    making    additions    to  his 
tenement  propert)-.     One  year,  during  this 
period,  he  served  as  Councilman,  and  ano- 
ther as  Assessor.    In  1880,  the  mill  and  the 
adjoining  real  estate  were  bought  at  ])ublic 
auction   by   Mr.   Estes.     Shortly  after  this 
purchase  he,  with  his  brothers,  Joseith  D. 
and  Benjamin  F.,  formed  the  firm  of  .1.  II. 
Estes      Bros.,  of  which  he  was  manager  and 
largest   owner.     Thf   greater   part   of  the 
time  he  kept  the  bool\s  of  the  firm,  working 
ofteni  late   at   niglit,  assisted   l)y  his  wife. 
In  188::!,  a  seu'ies  of  improvements  was  be- 
gun; the  mammoth  breast  wheel  of  twenty- 
five  hoi'se-power  was  sirpjilanted  by  a  mod- 
ern horizontal  turbine  of  forty  horse-power, 
and  a  few  yeai's  later  an  engine  and  a  ^boiler 
of    ICO    horse-i)ower    were    arliled.  The 
amount  of  machiiui-y  was  iincreased  three- 
fold.   About  (j,000  sciuare  feet  of  lloor  was 
added  to  the  mill  and  a  large  stone  store- 
house  constructed.     In    October,    18!t0,  by 
mutual   consent,   the   partnership   was  dis- 
solved.   Two  months  later,  the  firm  of  J.  H. 
Estes  &  Son  was  formed,  with  J.  Edniuml 
Estes   the   junior    partner.     Industrial  im- 
provements and  enlarge^iients  more  radical 
in  their  nature  resulted  from  the  new  man- 
agement.   In  18!)2  a  large  storehouse  was 
built,  and  another  story  added  to  the  mill 
and  adjoining  ibuildings.    In  ISO.'j,  a  three- 
story  No.  2  mill,  75  by  130,  was  huilt,  two 
boilers  were  added  to  the  steam  plant  and 
the  old  engine  suipplanted  by  a  500-horse- 
power,  cross-compound,  condensing  Harris- 
Corliss  engine.     A  large  stone  office  was 
built  at  this  time,  also  another  storehouse, 
75  Fy  125  feet.    In  1S97  the  entire  plant  was 


Quill  Pen  Ledger  of  Edmund  Estes,  Treasurer  of  "Union  Factory,"  Founded  February  1 0th,  1813,  Bcinj 
First  Cotton  Mill  Established  Within  the  City  Limits. 
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CHiuipijCil  with  a  thorough  sj'stem  of  auto- 
luatic  spiiuldns.  In  lIMlii  tlie  firm  name 
was  changed  to  J.  II.  Jistes  &  Sons,  Elmer 
IJ.  lOnles  being  tal;en  into  the  bnsiness. 
t-'our  years  lielore  tliis  a  No.  3  mill,  50  by 
11(1,  was  built,  anil  the  absorbent  cotton 
ilepai  l  uient  adde.l  to  the  business,  anil  in 
I'.MiL',  a  No.  t  mill,  by  125,  was  built,  for 
the  sash-conr  ^business.  In  1905,  Mr.  Bastes 
r(alize(l  a  long-cherished  am'bition  in  the 
incorporation  (if  his  plant  under  the  name 
kstes  Mills."  In  this  new  management 
John  H.  Estes,  is  i)resident;  J.  Edmund 
I^stes,  treasurer;  Elmer  B.  Estes,  sui)erin- 
tendent,  and  Rufus  P.  Walker,  secretary, 
and  t.hese  four  make  ui)  the  boai'd  of  di- 
rectors. During  this  year  the  company 
bought  the  absonbent  cotton  business  of  the 
Seaside  Mills,  located  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  on 
the  shores  of  Mount  Hope  Bay,  and  the  en- 
tire quick  ass(  ts  of  the  concern  were  re- 
moved to  the  I'.stes  Mills,  where  an  addition 
51  by  100  feet  was  built  to  accommodate  the 
machinery.  The  present  plant  consists  of 
four  acres  of  floor  space.  It  was  soon  ap- 
parent that  these  industrial  enlargements 
had  overtaxed  the  motive  power  of  the  en- 
gine and  water  wheel,  and  in  190G,  an  auxil- 
iary engine  of  250  horse-])ower  was  installed. 
This  is  a  triple  cylinder  r)iesel  engine,  and 
was  the  tirst  inslallaticm  of  the  kind  in 
Fall  River.  It  consumes  the  cheapest  liquid 
fuel,  such  as  crude  oil,  and  the  builders 
guaranteed  a  saving  of  70  per  cent  in  the 
cost  of  power  as  compared  with  any  steam 
engine  built.  The  cost  of  fuel  per  horse- 
;)ower  per  hour  figures  about  one-fifth  of  a 
cent  and  is  a  saving  of  over  GOO  per  cent  of 
the  cost  of  oi)erating  a  common  gas  engine. 
Not  by  accident  has  John  H.  Estes  suc- 
ceeded. By  industry,  energy  and  enthusi- 
asm of  purpose  he  has  steadily  chiseled  his 
way  and  accomplished  what  he  has  under- 
taken. He  is  a  self-made  man.  He  has  had 
many  obstacles  to  overcome,  but  with  in- 
domitable courage  he  has  surmounted  them 
and  created  conditions  for  achievement.  In 
business  circles  outside  of  the  mill,  his  po- 
sition is  quiet,  unassuming  and  effective.  He 
is  a  "wealthy  and  influential  citizen,  a  large 
real  estate  owner,  president  of  the  People's 
Co-Operative  Bank  and  a  director  in  seven 
local  corporations. 

JEFFERSON  BORDEN  was  one  of  the 
men  who  was  identified  with  the  progress 
and  development  of  this  city.  He  was  born 
in  Freetown   (now  Fall  River),  the  birth- 


place of  man>'  of  the  famous  name,  Febru- 
ary 28,  1X01.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Bor- 
den, in  the  fourth  generation  from  John 
Borden,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  this 
city.  Young  Jefferson  was  brought  up  on 
the  farm,  and  like  many  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  loved  the  country,  the  flowers  and 
the  trees,  but  eaily  in  youth  he'  left  the 
farm  and  'became  a  clerk  in  a  provision  store 
in  Providence,  R.  I.  His  early  education 
was  secured  at  the  public  schools,  and  his 
ambition'  in  life  was  to  be  a  successful  man 


Jefferson  Borden  (Deceased) 

of  business.  In  181!)  he  returned  to  Fall 
River,  and  in  1820,  with  his  brother,  Rich- 
ard, he  entered  the  shipping  ibusiness. 
Richard  at  that  time  was  running  the  boats 
known  as  the  "Irene"  and  "Betsey."  In  1820 
the  brothers  bought  out  the  store  of  Holder 
Borden,  and  Jefferson  was  installed  as  clerk 
to  comhict  the  business.  In  1821,  upon  the 
organizati(3n  of  the  ii'on  works  enterprise, 
he  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  establishment. 
When  the  company  opened  a  warehouse  and 
salesroom  at  Providence,  he  became  the 
agent,  and  remained  as  such  for  fifteen 
years.  In  1837,  on  account  of  the  ill  health 
of  Holder  Borden,  his  cousin,  he  was  called 
to  Fall  River,  and  became  one  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  American  Print  Works.  For 
nearly  half  a  century  he  was  connected  with 
the  print  works  and  was  interested  in  many 
of  the  city's  progressive  enterprises.  He 
was  a  man  of  many  parts  and  was  a  di- 
rector and  president  of  the  Fall  River 
Iron  Works  Company,  Fall  River  Bleachery, 
American  Linen  Company,  Troy  Cotton  anil 
Woollen  Company,  Borden  Mining  Company, 
Anawan  Manufacturing  Company,  Fall  River 
Machine  Company,  Fall  River  and  Provi- 
dence  Steamboat    Company,   the  National 
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Maiiulacliirinf^  ("oiiuiaiiy,  Fall  Rivur  Gas 
Company  ami  many  ullu'i-  imijortan^t  enU:r- 
pi'lscs.  lie  was  a  tiusU'e  (if  lirowu  Uni- 
vcrsily  ami  liis  luni;  and  busy  life  was  full 
of  tnergy  and  usof  ulness,  and  when  he 
passed  a\va.\  !''all  llivcr  lost  another  of  her 
ilhislrious  sons. 

STIOPliEN  DAVOL  is  one  of  the  group  of 
cotton  manufacturers  wIk^  heliieil  to  make 
tile  name  of  Fall  Uiver  famous  as  a  cotton 
nianufaci urinx  city.  He  was  born  in  Fall 
Rivei-  N()\(.'miber  I'l.  1N(IT,  where  he  resided 
until  t.he  time  of  his  death.  He  began  his 
career  in  tlie  coiton  business  awa.N'  back  in 
ISIN,  when  he  entere;l  the  Troy  Mills,  work- 
ing hard  all  day  and  attending  school  in  the 
evening.  He  was  api)renticed  to  Daniel 
Wi-ight  &  Co.  lo  learn  the  bleaching  and 
calico-iprinting  business.  He  did  not  remain 
with  this  firm  very  long  as  the  work  was 
not  very  steady:  he  l)ecame  dissatisfied  and 


Sttphcn  Davol  (Deceased) 

returned  to  the  Troy  Mills  and  became  over- 
seer of  their  spinning,  dressing  and  weaving, 
where  he  remained  until  is:j:!,  when  he  waf? 
called  to  the  superintendenicy  of  the  Pocas- 
set  Mills.  In  Is'iT  he  was  made  treasurer 
and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1S77.  Mr. 
Davol  was  considered  one  of  the  greatest 
of  the  cotton  manufacturers  and  his  opinion 
was  largely  sought  on  all  occasions.  He 
was  i)resident  of  the  Mechanics'  Mills,  and 
a  director  in  tliis  and  the  Pocasset,  Troy, 
Wampanoag  and  Barnard  Manufacturing 
companies.  He  was  president  of  the  Fall 
River  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  and 
a  director  in  the  Blackstone  and  Merchants' 
Fire  Insurance  Comi)anies.  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  the  Metaconiet  Rank  of  this  city, 
and  the  \Vautupi)a  Reservoir  Company.  Mr. 
Davol  was  united  in  marria.ge  with  Sarah  F. 


Chase,  and  their  children  are  as  follows: 
liradford  Uurfee,  mai  rii  il  Cornelia  Wlu'eden 
Lincoln  December  1,  1N75;  Sarah  Louisa, 
mari-ieil  Joseph  L.  liuthnton  September  21, 
l.SG-1;  Mary  Anna,  married  Alexander  Dor- 
rance  Easton  Septembei-  27,  ISilu;  .lames 
Clark  Chase,  married  Mary  I311tn  Hrownell; 
George  Stephen,  married  Mary  I^ouisa  Dean 
September  :;,  Ls7M;  Hai-riette  Remington, 
married  Stephen  I!aniab,\-  Ashley  February 
LS,  1S74;  Aimer  Pardon,  married  Harriet  J. 
Marvell;  Charles  M.  R.  and  Clara  Freeborn. 
Mr.  Davol  'Was  a  public-sijirited  citizen  and 
when  he  departed  this  life  Fall  River  lost 
one  of  its  favorite  sons  and  best  manu- 
factui'ers.  ,  i 

HOxN.  WILLIAM  STLDMAN  GRKENE 
deserves  a  place  in  the  history  of  Fall  River 
because  he  earned  it.  No  man  in  t.he  his- 
tory of  politics  has  done  more  for  posterity 
than  he.  Every  puljlic  improvement  has  had 
his  supiport.  He  slands  for  purity  in  puldie 
alt'airs.  The  |iul)lic  know  him  and  trust 
him.  As  Mayor,  he  gave  the  city  a  wise  and 
conservative  administration.  As  poistmak^ter 
he  was  successful  and  served  faithfully  for 
four  years.  As  superintendent  of  State 
prisons  he  inaugurated  reforms  which  we 
enjoy  to-day,  and  as  our  representative  in 
the  Congress  of  the  Lhuted  States  he  is  all 
we  could  possibly  desire.  Congressman 
Greene  was  born  in  Ta/.ewell  County,  111., 
April  28,  1S4L  He  came  with  his  parents 
to  Fall  River  in  LS-l  l,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  iiublic  schools  of  this  city.  He 
is  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  the 
word;  in  fact,  his  entire  life  has  been  busy 
and  eventful.  He  began  life  as  a  clerk  at 
the  age  of  iifteen,  and  laid  the  foundation 
for  his  business  career.  In  1S5<S,  he  engaged 
in  the  Insurance  business  with  ,Tohn  P.  Slade 
as  his  associate.  Mr.  Greene  went  to  Ruf- 
falo  in  lSf)5,  anil  later  opened  an  insurance 
office  in  New  Yoi-k  City,  where  he  was  suc- 
cessful. In  IStKl  he  returned  to  his  old  love. 
Fall  Rive;-,  going  into  the  real  estate  and  in- 
surance Inisiness  with  his  father,  who  was  a 
well  known  and  successful  business  man  at 
that  time,  under  the  firm  name  of  Greene 
Son.  After  his  father's  death,  Mr.  Greene 
continued  the  business,  an^d  later  took  in  his 
son,  Chester,  continuin.g  the  firm  name  of 
Greene  &  Son.  The  firm  has  char.ge  of  the 
very  best  class  of  property,  and  the  Con- 
gressman is  often  called  from  Washington 
to  sell  some  important  estate:  such  is  the 
confidence  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
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by  the  citizens  of  this  city.   Mr.  Greene  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  Re'putolican 
politics,  especially  when  the  welfare  of  Fall 
River  was  at  stake.    He  was  a  member  of 
the  Fall  River  Council  from  187G  to  1S79, 
inclusive,  and  was  president  of  that  body 
durinj;  that  time.    In  ]871t  he  was  elected 
Major,  and  resigned  to  accept  the  office  of 
postmaster,    which    was    tendered    him  by 
President  Garfield  in  ISSl.    He  served  with 
distinction  for  four  years,  and  returned  to 
private  life.    He  was  not  permitted  to  re- 
main long  in  seclusion,  for  in  1SS5  he  was 
nonored   again  by   his   party,  and  elected 
Mayor.    By  this  time  William  S.  Greene  be- 
came known  all  (jver  the  Slate  as  a  clean, 
conservative  and  etlicient  official.    He  at- 
tracted   the    attention    of   Governor  Amee, 
who  appointed  him,  in  188S,  Superintendent 
of  State  Prisons,  where  his  record  is  too 
well  known  to  need  repeating  here.    The  Re- 
puijlican  pai'ty.  i)y  honoring  the  man,  has  Hon- 
ored itself.    .Mr.  Greene  was  honest,  fearless 
and  independent;  a  i)ul)lic  otiice  was  a  pub- 
lic trust,  and  in  the  administration  of  its 
affairs  he  was  just  to  all.    In  1S94  the  Re- 
publican parly  called  him  again,  and  elected 
nim  Mayor,  and  re-elected  him  for  two  ad- 
ditional terms.    He  was  elected  to  Congress 
in  181iS,  and  is  still  a  member  of  that  dis- 
ting\iished  body.  He  is  an  influential  'member 
of  St.  Paul's  M.  E.  Church,  and  was  super- 
intendent  of  its  Sunday   school  for  many 
years.    In  1SG5  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Pardon  A.  and  Eliza- 
beth W.  (Spink)  White,  of  Fall  River.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Maibel 
Lawton,  Chester  White  and  Foster  Regnier. 
Mr.  Gi'ecne  is  a  member  and  past  master 
of  Mt.  Hope  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  Chapter, 
Council  and  Coiumandery;  also  a  memher  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.    On  June  19,  IflOG,  Branch  18,  Na- 
tional   Letter    Carriers'    Association  pre- 
sented to  the  Congressman  a  handsomely 
framed  set  of  engrossed  resolutions  which 
read  as  follows:    "Resolutions  of  Apprecia- 
tion— To  Honorable  William  S.  Greene:  At 
a  meeting  of  the  members  of  Branch  IS,  Na- 
tional Association  of  Letter  Carriers,  of  New 
Bedford,    Mass.,    the    following  resolutions 
were  unaninu)usly  ailopled:     Whereas,  our 
Congressman,    the    Honorable    William  S. 
Greene,     having    done     an  immeasurable 
amount  of  work  with  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment to  have  the  new  census  accepted,  and 
to  have  the  carrier  service  re-classified,  and 
in  having  the  compensation  of  our  mounted 


carriers  raised  to  equal  that  of  the  same 
branch  of  Civil  Service  in  other  cities;  It 
Is  Therefore  Resolved,  That  as  lie  has  al- 
ways shown  a  deep  interest  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  letter  carriers,  both  in  and 
out  of  Congress,  tliat  we,  the  members  of 
Branch  18,  National  Association  of  Letter 
Carriers,  do  hereby  express  our  gratification, 
and  tendei'  to  him  our  heartiest  thanks  for 
tlie  interest  he  has  always  taken  in  our  wel- 
fare; and.  Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  our 
honored  friend  our  wishes  for  his  long  con- 
tinuance in  the  responsible  place  he  has  so 
honoraibly  and  aibly  filled  in  the  service  of 
his  country.  Committee:  Jolin  J.  McAu- 
liffe,  Albert  H.  Peters,  Charles  S.  Moynan." 

HON.  JAMES  FREIDIORICK  JACKSON'.— 
Fall  River  is  honored  in  the  activities  of  the 
Slate  'by  nobody  more  conspicuously  and 
creditably  than  'by  James  F.  Jackson,  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Railroad  Conmiission- 
ers.  Mr.  Jackson  Ijelougs  to  Taunton  bv 
I'ight  of  bii'tli,  but  he  has  been  so  long  a  pai't 
of  the  public  and  professional  life  of  this 
city  that  he  is  regarded  as  a  son  of  Fall 
River.  He  was  born  November  13,  18.'51,  the 
son  of  Elisha  T.  and  Caroline  (Fobes)  Jack- 
son. He  prepared  for  Harvard  College  in 
the  Taunton  schools  and  was  admitted  mi 
1809.  The  course  was  completed  in  1873, 
and  the  young  graduate  entered  immediately 
ui)on  the  slud.\'  of  law  under  the  mentorsiiip 
of  Judge  Edmund  H.  Bennett.  Diligence 
marked  his  application  to  his  books,  and  in 
1874  he  enrolled  as  a  student  in  Boston 
University.  Mr.  .lackson  I'eceived  his  de- 
gree a  year  later,  and  opened  an  otlice  in 
Fall  River.  In  18N-  a  partnership  with 
David  F.  Slade  was  establislieil  under  the 
firm  name  of  Jackson  &  Slade.  which  be- 
came Jackson,  Slade  Borden  ui)on  the 
accession  of  Richard  P.  Borden.  His  ability 
as  a  lawyer  was  recognized  in  1S80  by  the 
city  government  choosing  ^Ir.  Jackson  as 
ci'ty  solicitor,  an  office  lie  lilted  witli  signal 
credit  for  nine  coinseculive  xears  with  one 
ex'ception.  His  familiarity  with  municii)al 
affairs  led  to  his  nomination  by  the  Repub- 
licans for  the  mayoralty  in  1888,  an  act 
which  was  ratified  by  the  citizens  that  year 
and  again  in  1889.  Tlie  two  }'ears  of  ser- 
vice 'Were  prolific  in  admirable  results,  as 
was  to  be  expected  from  an  executive  who 
was  so  long  a  student  of  municipal  govern- 
ment. One  of  Mayor  Jackson's  first  sug- 
gestions was  the  purchase  of  meat  and  other 
supplies  for  the  poor  dei)artnient   by  con- 
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tract  and  the  abandonment  of  tlie  discredit- 
ed order  system.  It  was  througli  Ills  in- 
sistence that  the  aldermen  ceased  to  be 
overseers  of  the  poor  and  a  separate  body 
constituted,  a  change  that  long  ago  proved 
its  wisdom.  Steps  for  the  protection  of  the 
water  supply  bej;au  with  the  Jackson  ad- 
ministration. To  it  likewise  is  due  the 
ci-edit  for  the  int roihictioii  of  the  system 
of  police  signals  and  ambulances,  the 
building  of  a  railroad  station  in  Bowenviile 
in  place  of  the  shack  that  had  been  an  eye- 
sore for  years,  and  the  completion  of  the 
work  of  reconstriicling  the  City  Hall.  When 
Mayor  Jackson  left  the  ofhce  it  was  witli 
the  good  opinion  and  heart\'  commendation 
of  the  citizens,  irrespective  of  partisanship. 
Governor  Wolcott  wanted  Mr.  Jackson  to  be- 
come Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  but  tlie 
offer  of  a  seat  was  declined.  The  Governor, 
the  following  year,  named  him  to  be  chair- 
man of  the  Railroad  Commission  to  fill  out 
the  unexpired  term  of  John  E.  Sanford,  re- 
signed, In  ]!tO().  Governor  Crane  reappointed 
him  for  a  three-year  term,  examples  which 
were  followed  successively  by  Governor 
Hates  and  Governor  Guild.  Conservatism 
has  marked  the  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment during  Mr.  Jackson's  connection  with 
it.  Every  case  has  been  considered  on  its 
merits,  and  equity  has  governed  every  rul- 
ing, with  the  result  that  the  commission  has 
won  the  implicit  confidence  of  an  exacting 
imblic.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Fall 
River,  i\Ir.  Jackson  became  connected  with 
the  militia,  in  which  he  has  not  lost  inter- 
est, though  no  longer  afliliate<l.  He  was 
elected  Second  TJeutenant  of  ('onii)any  "M," 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  not  long 
afterwards  Colonel  A.  C.  Wellington  made 
hi4n  Paymaster.  I'ronuition  to  Major  was  in 
recognition  ©f  his  activity  and  aptitude,  and 
finally,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel.  That  honor 
he  held  when  official  duties  obliged  him  to 
retire  with  an  honoraible  discharge.  The 
Conmiissioner  was  married  June  16,  1SS2.  to 
Mi^s  Caroline  S.  Thurston,  whose  father 
was  Rev.  Eli  Thurston,  D.  D.,  an  honored 
I'astor  of  the  Central  Congregational  Church. 
Tte  was  the  first  president  of  the  Young 
.^Ten's  Christian  Association,  and  is  a  di- 
rector of  the  Cornell  and  other  corporations. 

NATHAN  DURFEE,  M.  D.— This  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  and  one 
of  the  early  physicians  of  this  city,  was 
born  in  Freetown  (now  Fall  River),  in  1799, 
and  like  his  brother,  Thomas  R.  Durfee,  was 


a  graduate  of  old  Drown  University,  being 
graduated  therefrom  in  1S24,  and  the 
brothers  tiave  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
graduates  from  Fall  River.  Dr.  Du^-fee 
studied  medicine  at  Harvard  University,  and 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.D.  He  did 
not  practice  long,  however,  as  the  profession 
did  not  appeal  to  him,  antl  he  entered  the 
drug  l)usiness,  opening  a  store  on  what  is 
i\nown  now  as  Central  street,  a  shoi't  dis- 
tance west  of  Main  street.  After  a  few 
years  he  gave  up  the  drug  business  and 
began  life  as  a  man  of  altairs.  He  was  a 
director  in  the  Fall  River  Iron  Works,  Amer- 
ican Print  Works,  l-'all  Rivei'  Raili'oad.  Cape 
Col  Railroad,  Pay  State  Steamship  Coni- 
I'any,  and  was  the  ])rincii)al  owner  in  the 
Massasjit  Steam  Mill,  which  was  destroyed 


Nathan  Durfee,  M.  D,  (Deceased) 

by  fire  in  IST").  He  Iniilt  several  fine  build- 
ings to  give  tone  and  respectability  to  the 
city,  more  than  for  an  investment.  The 
doctor  was  a  large  investor  in  land  and 
owned  over  one  thousand  acres.  He  was 
president  of  the  Bristol  County  Agricultural 
Society  and  was  the  originator  of  the  Bristol 
County  Central  Society.  He  was  a  trustee 
of  the  State  Agricultyral  College  and  was 
its  treasurer  for  nmny  years.  Dr.  Durfee 
was  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  Central 
Congregational  Church,  and  with  Colonel 
Richard  Borden,  furnished  a  large  part  of 
the  funds  to  build  the  beautiful  structure,  a 
picture  of  which  can  be  found  in  this  vol- 
ume.   The  doctor  died  April  (>,  1870. 

HON.  GEORGE  GRl. ME.— George  Grime, 
the  former  .Mayor  of  Fall  River,  was  born 
September  7,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
B.  and  Ruth  Mellor  Grime,  and  came  to  Fall 
River  with  his  parents  in  the  early  part  of 
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the  year  18C9.  He  attended  the  Morgan 
street  school  until  the  summer  vacation, 
and  from  that  time  was  employed  in  the 
various  mills  and  printing  works  in  the  city 
until  ISTi).  He  attended  tilie  Anawan  street 
school  for  thri'e  months  in  each  year,  until 
he  it'acliL'd  the  age  ot  lifteen,  as  required 
Ijv  I  ho  laclory  laN\'s  of  Massachusetts.  He 
was  unusually  studious  and  spent  his  even- 
ings lor  two  years  in  I  he  commercial  school 
of  F.  A.  Holmes.  In  I  he  early  part  of  IS?!), 
during  a  temporary  stoijpage  at  the  Ameri- 
can Printing  Works,  wht-re  he  was  emplo>'ed, 
he  again  re-entered  tlie  puldic  day  schools. 
Horace  A.  Benson  was  thfu,  and  now  is, 
princii)al  of  the  Morgan  sfi'eet  school,  and 
sc.  ing  his  cjirnesriii.'.  s,  ini)l<  him  in  sjiecial 
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charge,  and  l)y  his  kindly  lielp  was  of  great 
service  to  him.  ICntrance  to  the  l-'all  Rivi'r 
High  Sciiool  was  then  only  ohtained  after 
examination,  and  .Mi-.  (iidnie  was  admitted 
into  the  institution  in  tho  fall  of  1S7!).  After 
a  stay  there  of  tlirte  yeais,  he  passed  ad- 
mission examinations  to  Brown  University 
in  the  fall  of  1SS2,  and  was  graduated  there- 
from with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  ISSO.  He 
then  became  a  law  stmlent  in  the  oflice  of 
Hon.  Milton  Reed,  and  in  the  following  year 
entered  the  Harvard  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1S90  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.,  Brown  University  the  same 
year  conferring  upon  him  the  degree  of  A. 
M,    On  April  1,  is'jo,  before  his  graduation 
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from  the  Harvard  Law  School,  Mr.  Grime 
was  admitted  to   the   Bristol   County  Bar, 
but  did  not  begin  practice  until  the  follow- 
ing September.    After  practicing  alone  for  a 
few  months,  he  was  invited  by  MarcTis  G.  B. 
Swift  to  form  a  law  partnership  with  him 
upon  the  diss(jlution  of  the  firm  of  Braley  & 
Swift,  caused  liy  the  appointment  as  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Superior  Court  of  Hon.  Henr\- 
K.  Bi'aley.    'I'lio  lirm  ot  Swift  &  C.rinu'  ci>n- 
tinueil  until  tho  doatli  ot  Air.  Swift,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1!)(I2,  wlic'u  a  new  lirm  was  formed  by 
Mr.  Grime  and  Hon.  .lames  M.  Swilt,  a  son 
of  his  former  partner,  who  was  then  the 
Assistant  District  Attorney  for  the  Southern 
District  of  Massachusetts,  and  who  has  since 
lieen  elected  District  Atiorney.    In  l.S'JIJ,  Mr, 
Grime  was  elected  City  Solicitor  of  tlie  city 
of  Fall  Kivei',  to  which  ollice  he  was  thrice 
elected,  <leclining  in  IsiJi;  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  re-i  lection.     In  180(1  he  was  ap- 
pointed   Ijy   (jovei-nor   Frederick  T.  Green- 
lialgh  one   of   the  Special  Justices  of  the 
Second  District  Cmnt,  wliich  oflice  lu'  ludd 
until  he  resigr.e.l  in  Januar\',  1902,  (jn  as- 
s'iming  the  olhce  of  Mayor  of  tlie  city  of 
l'\all  River.    This  ollice  he  iield  for  the  years 
of  i:)()2,   ]'.H):',  and    liiirl.     During  no  other 
three  yeai's  in  ilie  history  of  J'^all  Rivei'  have 
more  or  greater  cluuigi-s  tal<en  place.  After 
rofei'endum,  tlie   |)rovisions  of  law  relating 
to  the  control  of  |)ubl)c  parks  was  vested  in 
a  board  of  five  commissionei's.    Mayor  GiMme 
believing  that  tlie  public  interests  wouhl  be 
advance;!  b>'   placing  ilu'  ccnitrol  of  public 
cemeteries  in  tlie  sanu'  l.'oard,  petFtioned  the 
Legislature,  and  set  lire, I  law  to  that  effect. 
After  a  careful  consideration  of  men,  a  Park 
and  Cemetery  Commission   was  appointed, 
of  which  Reuben  C.  Small,  .Fr.,  was  chair- 
man.   Probably  no  public  otiicials  were  more 
severely  criticised  and  ccnsuriMl  than  the.ie 
commissioners  at  the  lieginning  of  the  work, 
but  before  two  >(  ars  had  elapsed  the  va'ue 
and  excellence  of  tlieir  services  was  uni- 
versally  recogni'/.ed   and   ap|)lauded.  'I'he 
South  Park,  the  North  Park,  Ruggles  Park 
and  otlier  smaller  places  were  transformed 
from  rul)bish   heaps  into  objects  of  pride, 
pleasure  and  recreation.    The  work  of  con- 
struction was  done  in  accordance  with  jilans 
of  Olmsfead  Brothers,  of  Brookline,  Mass, 
and  at  the  cost  of  $L5(),0ii().    The  manage- 
ment of  the  imblic  cemeteries   was  taken 
from  the  control  of  i>olitics  and  placed  upon 
a  good  business  foundation.    The  stupendous 
work   of   abolishing   railroad    crossings  at 
grade  with  streets  was  begun,  and  with  the 
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excci)tion  of  a  siiiull  portion  of  the  work 
lit  Waltr  siruet,  was  I'liily  eouiplt'l e.l  durinji' 
liis  ti'riii  of  olficH'.  Tlio  charier  of  the  city 
was  coiiiiilelelN'  cliaii.^ed,  after  referendum 
to  tile  voters.  .Mr.  (Irinie  was  l:ius  the  last 
.\layoi-  under  tlie  old  cdiarler  and  the  tirst- 
iindtr  the  new.  iiy  tlr;  new  cdiarler,  ailopted 
in  ]'J02,  to  lake  effect  in  J'JUo,  a  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  twenty-seven  was  elected  in- 
stead of  the  foi-mei-  lii-cameral  gmernmeut, 
consistiui;  of  nine  Aldernien  and  twenty- 
seven  C'auneilmeii,  all  oUicials  were  elected 
for  two  .\-ears  iiisK.al  ^>i'  one,  and  the  old 
ir.eliiod  (d  comniiitees  of  the  cil,\'  govern- 
ment liiri  cling  and  ordering  juiblic  work 
s.'as  abul.shed,  and  I  he  conti  ol  of  such  wa.s 
p.acfcd  in  d('i)artnici;i  s  ui.'ler  the  supervision 
of  the  -Mayor.  Xatiirally,  fidclioii  prevailed, 
and  the  charter  was  reiiuired  lo  lie  ollicially 
interpreted  h,\  tiie  Siiptenie  .ludicial  Court. 
The  new  charter  recjuired  a  new  eompilatio-n 
id'  tile  ordinances,  wiiicli  was  carefully  done. 
'!  he  lire  departnu  iit  was  placed  under  con- 
trol of  tliree  eon'.a: i?sioners,  and  the  many 
charges  in  the  meiliod  of  doing  business 
cause]  by  the  charier  required  a  vast 
amount  of  Ihe  .Mayor's  time.  The  water  sup- 
I)ly  of  the  city  is  from  llie  North  Watuppa 
Pond,  and  an  e.\|)erL  engineer,  Arthur  T. 
tiafforil,  of  Lowell,  .Mass.,  wiio  liad  'been  re- 
tained to  make  investigation  concerning  the 
supidy,  made  his  vcvy  v;ihia))le  rejiort  during 
.\iayor  Clidme's  years  of  office.  In  accordance 
with  Ihe  expert  advice  contair.el  in  this  re- 
poi't,  large  tracts  of  land  near  Ihe  pond 
were  purchiised  liy  the  city,  and  the  Board 
cf  Itescrvoir  Commissioners  took  active 
nil  ans  lo  protect  ilie  quality  and  quantity 
(  f  the  water  supply.  The  ftill  value  of  this 
woi'k  cannot  be  estimate.l  at  present  as  it 
L;  still  in  progress,  and  like  all  vast  imprt)ve- 
n.ents,  meets  occasionally  with  opposition. 
A  definite  jiolicx'  of  street  improvememt  was 
begun;  street  car  sjuinklers  were  intro- 
duced; griinite  block  paving  rivsumed;  the 
old  tar  concrete  sidewalivs  constrncteil  tit 
Ihe  entire  exixiise  (d'  Ihe  city  forever  abol- 
ished, and  a  system  iiilrodnced  of  laying 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  at  the  equal  ex- 
Iiense  of  the 'city  and  abutting  own'ers.  This 
policy,  while  new  to  Fall  River,  is  univer- 
sally practiced  elsewhere,  and  its  value  is 
now  l)e.ginning  to  be  appreciated.  Since  his 
retirenient  from  the  office  of  Mayor,  Mr. 
Crime  has  aiiplied  himself  to  the  practice  of 
law,  ill  conjunction  with  Hon.  .Tames  M. 
Swift  and  .lohn  A.  Kerns,  Esq.,  who  recently 
was  admitted  to  the  firm.    The  old  name  of 


Swift  &  Grime  lias  Ik  en  retained,  and  the 
name  of  Kerns  added.  .Mr.  Grime  was  mar- 
ried OctCiber  9,  lay.),  to  Helen  A.  Arnold, 
daughter  <d'  William  W.  Arnold  and  .Mahaly 
.Xrnold,  of  New  liedford.  lie  is  a  diiTcior 
and  attorney  id'  the  Troy  Co-Operative  liaiil';, 
and  of  other  fall  River  corporations.  He  is 
a  member  of  a  number  of  social  and  other 
organizations,  including  the  .Masons,  Elks, 
Old  l<"ellows  and  Kniglds  of  Pythias. 

DANIEL  D.  SLM. I.IVAN  is  a  Bunker  Hill 
bo>';  that  is,  he  was  born  in  tlie  vicinity  of 
the  famous  battle-ground  of  tile  re\'idut  ion 
in  Charlestowii,  where  his  iiarents  first  lo- 
cated on  coming  from  Irelanil.  In  .May, 
1844,  fhey  came  to  tliis  city,  being  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Irisii  nationality  to  make 
their  homes  in  I'all  Uiver.  The>-  beloiigtd 
to  the  sturdy  ttoeli  which  overcame  great 
difliculties  in  tlie  new  country,  and  imbueil 
their  offspring  vvitli  love  of  Ciod  and  coun- 
try. Educational  advantages  and  industrial 
opportuiiiities  wei-e  not  of  Ihe  libi'ral  |iro- 
portions  that  confront  the  rising  generation 
of  the  jiresent.  for  tiie  average  Ijo\'  it  was 
a  case  of  short  schooling  and  long  and  many 
da,\s  as  a  wage-earner  for  siiiall  pay.  -\lr. 
Sullivan  had  lliat  exiierience.  His  lirst  em- 
ployment was  as  a  bacivboy  for  twenty-two 
cents  a  da\',  in  the  Tro\-  mill,  which  tln'ii 
contained  but  five  and  onelialf  pairs  of 
mules.  When  he  grew  older  he  was  pro- 
moted lo  look  after  the  half  mule.  His  life 
in  a  cotton  mill  conlinued  until  lNi;;i,  when 
he  fornieil  a  partnership  with  IMward  Har- 
rington, to  conduct  a  grocery.  The  firm 
lasted  until  1875.  Then  .Mr.  Sullivan  started 
the  undertaking  buiintss  at  2ill)  South  .Main 
street,  and  conducted  it  aetivel.\'  fiu'  thirty 
years,  when  he  retired  to  take  a  widl-earne  1 
I'est.  His  sons,  James  E.  anil  .Micdiael  H., 
who  had  been  associated  with  him  for  sev- 
eral years  under  the  firm  name  of  IX  U. 
Sullivan  i'z  Sons,  conlimti'  the  business. 
Lon.g  before  he  had  the  Voting  pri\-ilege  he 
was  iiiteresled  in  politics,  being  an  ardent 
Democrat.  That  ardor  iulensilied  with 
years,  until  the  pi'ominence  of  leadership 
was  attained.  He  cared  more  for  the  suc- 
cess and  advancjnient  of  others  than  to  seek 
office  for  himself,  and  was  responsible  for 
more  men  winning  honors  and  emoluments 
than  any  member  of  the  local  democracy 
during  ithe  long  years  of  activity  in  its  coun- 
cils and  campaigns.  TTie  list  of  beneficiaries 
of  his  practical  interest  is  a  long  and  im- 
pressive one.    In  1SS4,  he  was  chosen  a  dis- 
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trict  member  of  the  State  Committee,  and 
occupied  the  honor  until  1891,  when  he  was 
made  a  Comniitteeman-at-Large,  a  post  after- 
wards acceptaljly  filled  by  his  son,  James  E. 
Sullivan,  who  inherits  the  fatlu-r's  love  of 
iwlitics.  A  further  honor  was  conferred  by 
his  selection  as  a  delegate  to  the  National 
conventions  held  in  MiSi  and  18S8,  whicli 
ncjminated  Gro\er  Clevehuul  for  the  Presi- 
dency. In  i-eward  for  liis  years  of  unsellisli 
devotion  to  the  pai't\',  he  was  nominated  for 
postmaster.  As  the  Senate  quickly  con- 
firmed his  appointment  his  commission  was 
issued  February  1,  1894.  The  administration 
that  was  begun  that  day  was  prolific  in  re- 
sults that  surprised  everyone  and  brought 
the  ofBce  to  a  higher  state  of  usefulness 
than  at  any  time  in  its  history,  at  the  same 
lime  establlsliing  for  the  incumbent  the  re- 
putation of  l)eing  the  best  postmaster  Fall 
River  has  ever  had.  Receipts,  which  at  the 
beginning  of  Mr.  Sullivan's  connection  with 
the  ofUce  had  amounted  to  ?o4,29a.9:5, 
reached  the  total  of  $70,114.08  when  at  the 
end  of  four  >  ears  the  exigencies  of  politics 
caused  a  change  in  the  position  against  the 
protest  of  leading  citizens,  man.v  of  whom 
urged  the  postmaster's  retention  for  business 
reasons.  An  appi'eciative  article  in  the  Fall 
River  "News"  said,  among  other  things: 
".Mr.  SullivaU'  introduced  many  features  into 
tne  service  that  have  been  adopted.  The 
free  delivery  system  has  been  extended,  and 
l)laces  that  had  one  delivery  now  have  three 
and  four.  He  established  sub-stations  at 
Flint  and  Globe  villages,  and  among  his 
progressive  work  was  the  establishment  of 
the  railway  postal  car  service  between  this 
city.  Providence  and  Newport.  To  him  is 
due  the  credit  of  abolishing  the  antique 
pony  mail  between  this  city  and  Providence. 
The  entire  system  of  collecting  mail  and  dis- 
tributing it  has  been  reorganized  and  im- 
proved. The  increase  in  the  revenues  from 
$5'^,()00  to  more  than  $70,000  is  a  creditable 
showing.  While  Mr.  Sullivan  has  been,  and 
still  is,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic 
party,  it  is  no  more  than  just  for  Republi- 
cans to  say  that  no  better  postmaster  ever 
served  tha  city  of  Fall  River.  He  retires 
with  the  gratitude  of  all  citizens  for  work 
well  done,  and  with  their  best  wishes  for  the 
future."  An  illuminated  set  of  resolutions 
was  presente'd  l)y  the  carriers  on  his  re- 
tirement. On  January  2G,  18G7,  in  the  city 
of  Taunton,  Mr.  Sullivan  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Hannah  E.  Sullivan.  The 
union    was    blessed    with    eight  children, 


namely:  James  E.,  Michael  H.,  Mary  E.,  de- 
ceased; Rev.  John  A.,  Hannah,  deceased; 
Daniel,  deceased;  Annie  G.  and  .losoiih  A. 
Sullivan.  Their  motlier  iiassed  away  from 
earth  August  2.s,  l,sx;i.  In  1,S92,  Mr.  Sullivan 
look  as  his  second  wife  .Miss  .Mary  DoliiMiy. 
of  this  city,  'l"ln'.\'  icsidc  in  a  cdiiiiUDiliouH 
and  attractive  rt'sidcnce  on  \Vhii)ple  street, 
and  during  thr  siinuniM-  months  occiip.\'  a 
large,  comfortaldi'  lioii^-c  on  I  he  hcighis  of 
Tiverton.  .Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  chai'ter  nicniber 
ci  the  Clover  Club,  the  Y.  M.  I.  A.  C.  T.  A. 
Society  and  the  Knights  of  Coluinhus.  He 
is  a  director  of  tlie  St.  \Mncent  Oiphans' 
Home,  and  served  for  twenty  years  as  pi-esi- 
dent  of  the  board  of  directors  of  llu-  Fall 
River  Daily  Globe  Publishing  Com))aii.\-,  re- 
tiring at  the  last  meeting  of  the  stockhoUlers, 
but  retaining  his  large  interest  in  the  cor- 
I)oration.  .Mr.  Sullivan  has  always  lieen  in- 
terested in  the  alfairs  of  St.  Patrick's 
Church,  Globe  AMllagt',  lieing  among  its  lar- 
gest contributors.  The  sweet-toned  bell 
which  summons  the  parishioners  tri  woi-s]iiii 
was  presented  by  .Mr.  Sidlivan  as  a  lueiiiorial 
to  his  beloved  daughter,  .Mary  10.  Sullivan. 

FRANKLIN  GRAY.— One  of  the  city's 
earl.\-  settlers  and  a  citizen  without  a  |ieer 
in  the  length  and  variety  of  the  services  l>e 
has  rendered  the  public,  is  I'^ranklin  (;ra,\', 
who  has  seen  Fall  River  grow  ti'oni  ihe  vil- 
lage and  town  of  Troy  ini.)  tiic  coinnianiling 
position  now  occu|)ie(l  in  I  ic  si^u.Mhood  of 
l^rogressive  cities.  He  Ijelongs  to  tlie  class 
of  octogenarians,  of  whoni  iliere  nic  coni- 
i;arali vel\'  few  in  the  i)opu'.ai ion  ot  lodax', 
who  are  native  born.  His  f.ilhcr  was  David 
Gra>',  and  his  mother  was  lietse\-  Painr 
Winslow,  daughter  of  Dr.  .John  Wiiii-low . 
His  native  place  is  Somerset,  and  h<'  was 
born  May  29,  1824.  Althougli  (he  family 
veil  on  a  farm  and  agricnlluial  puisuits 
were  the  chief  field  of  usefulm^ss  for  iln' 
youth  of  those  days,  Mr.  (Ji'ay  dcvelitpt'd  a 
fondness  for  navigation,  and,  after  Isll, 
made  several  vo\  ages.  In  IN  Id  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Irene  (Jardner,  and  again  took  up 
farming  life.  The  discovery  of  gold  in  Cal- 
ifornia aroused  his  interest,  and  in  1819  Mr. 
Gray  joined  the  crowd  of  travelers  to  the 
Pacific.  Two  years  of  the  life  was  enough 
for  him.  In  IS,')!!  he  became  a  resident  of 
Fall  River,  forming  a  partnership  with  lOd- 
ward  P.  Hullinlon,  Ihe  second  .Ma\or  of  tiie 
city,  to  carrj-  on  the  meat  business.  Hi.-^ 
health  was  not  equal  to  the  work  which  in 
those  days  seemed  necessary  for  the  success 
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of  such  an  undertaking,  and  in  a  very  few 
ye:iis  he  was  coiiipi'lled  to  retire,  much  to 
the  regret  of  his  partner  and  liinisGlf.  For 
the  restoration  of  his  health  he  made  sev- 
eral trips  to  the  West  Indies.    The  offer  of 
the  iiispector.slii])  of  the  port,  made  in  18GI 
Ijy  Charles  Aliii.\-,  Collector,  was  accepted. 
President  Andrew  Johnson  believed  in  the 
spoils  theory,  and  new  men  were  placed  in 
the  customs  ollues.    hi  ].S(;ij,  .Mr.  Gra}'  was 
elected  City  Mai'shal,  and  the  following  jear 
Hugh  McCiillough   made  him  an  Assistant 
Assessor  of  Internal  Revenues.    The  duties 
of  that  position  he  combined  wita  the  work 
of  assessing  legacies  and  successions  in  Bris- 
tol county.    There  was  no  interruption  of 
this  employment  uniil  iSTo.  when  C.  B.  H. 
l-'essenden,  Collector,  named  Air.  Gray  as  a 
Deput}'  Collector  of  Internal   Revenue,  an 
office  that  was  held  until  the  consolidation 
of  revenue  districts.     A   commission  as  a 
deputy  sheriff  was  secured  in  1SG7,  and  for 
twenty-eight  consecutive  years  he  filled  the 
position.    Mis  work  in  the  several  ways  in 
which  lie  had  served  the  i)iiblic  made  pos- 
silile  the  election  of  .Mr.  Gray  to  two  offices 
in  l.ST" — as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives and  as  a  County  Commissioner. 
As  long  as  he  cared  to  hold  the  commis- 
sionei'ship  the  Republican  party  honored  him 
by  repeated  nominations,  which  the  citizens 
of  tlie  county  ralilicd  at  the  polls.  Eighteen 
years  of  crediialile  connection  with  county 
affairs,  most  of  tlie  lime  as  chairman  of  the 
Ijoard,  is  his  record.    Succeeding  Governors 
followed  the  example  of  Governor  Rice  in 
creating  Mr.  Gray  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
Governor  William  E.  Russell,  in  1892,  issu- 
ing the  last  commission  which  (he  citizens 
applied  for.    Since  lN!t.')  Mr.  Grax'  has  been 
taking  life  easy  on  account  of  his  health. 
His  wife  died  February  21,  18!)9,  and  since 
then  he  has  been  looked  after  tenderly  by 
his  daughter,  the  wife  of  Thomas  D.  Covel, 
of  the  firm  of  Covel  &  Osborn  Company.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Commercial  Club, 
which  had  quarters  in  the  Pleasant  street 
side  of  the  Borden  block,  and   when  the 
Queqnechan   Club   was  organized,   he  was 
one  of  the  firist  to  join,  continuing  a  mem- 
ber until  190;;.    Reailing  is  his  pastime.  Al- 
though unable  to  be  a  participant  in  the 
affairs  of  the  life  in  which  he  was  so  long 
an  imiiorlant  figure,  his  interest  is  as  keen 
as  ever.    His  home,  at  IIC  Franklin  street, 
which  the  famil.\-  has  held  since  1S51,  has 
attractions  for  a  host  of  frieuils,  who  draw 
freely  on  the  fund  of  reminiscence  and  in- 


formation at  the  tongue's  end  of  their  es- 
teemed townsman. 

HON.  OLIVFR  CHACF,  manufacturer, 
Senator,  representative  and  man  of  affairs, 
was  born  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  November  11, 
1S12.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Fall 
River  in  1811!  and  obtained  his  education  at 
the  district  scIukjIs  in  Fall  River,  and  at 
the  Friends  School  in  Providence,  R.  I.  He 
was  a  clerk  for  a  short  time  after  leaving 
school,  and  later  accepted  a  clerkship  in 
tlie  office  of  the  cotton  manufactory  of  Chace 
Luther,  his  brother  being  the  senior  pai'tner. 
Later  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Israel 
Buffinton,  under  the  firm  name  of  Buflinton 
&  Chace  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  laps,  which  business  he  continued  un- 
til 1838,  when,  in  company  with  Joseph  C. 
Anthony,  firm  name  of  Chace  &  Anthony, 
engaged  in  tlie  manufacturing  of  cotton 
yarns.    In  ISUi  lie  erected  the  Mount  Hope 


Hon.  Oliver  Ch.ice  fDiccascd) 

.Mills,  which  he  conducted  himself  for  twen- 
ty-five years.  He  was  a  director  in  tlie  Na- 
tional l^nion  Bank  anil  was  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  Pocasset  National  Bank, 
also  the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank.  He  was 
one  of  the  assessors  of  taxes,  overseer  of 
the  poor  and  for  several  times  was  elected 
to  the  General  Assembl\-  of  Rhode  Island, 
both  as  representative  and  Senator.  He 
was  the  originator  of  the  Fall  River  Manu- 
facturers' Mutual  Insurance  Company,  which 
was  established  largely  through  his  efforts. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and  later 
joined  the  Republican  ranks.  Mr.  Chace 
was  a  public-spirited  man,  and  always  looked 
upon  the  bright  side  of  public  affairs.  He 
was  a  persistent  oi)poneiit  of  slavery  and  an 
ad  vocal  e  of  temperance  and  other  forms  of 
good  society  and  government. 
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ROBERT  ARMSTRONG  McWHIRR— Al- 
tht)iif;li  "  'tis  not  in  mortals  to  coiiiiiiaiul  suc- 
cess," the  story  oi  success  as  acliievecl,  if 
anyone  sliouhl  unilertalve  to  write  it,  would 
be  much  lii<e  the  running  brook,  in  that  it 
went  on  forever.  Kail  River's  contrii)ution  to 
the  narrative  would  include  among  its  inanj- 
paragraphs  something  descriptive  of  the  life 
and  career  of  Robert  Armstrong  McWhirr. 
The  history  of  the  dry-goods  business  in  this 
city  would  be  sadly  lacking  in  completeness 
if  there  was  a  failure  to  give  an  account  of 
the  founder  of  the  splendid  house  conducted 
by  the  R.  A.  McW'hirr  ('ompany,  for  the  very 
name  seems  to  lie  one  with  which  to  con- 
jure. Ml'.  McW'hirr  was  born  in  Scotland 
in  1S50.  He  acquired  his  early  knowledge 
of  the  business  in  which  he  became  so  much 
of  a  factor,  in  Glasgow.  On  coming  to  the 
Ignited  States,  in  187o,  he  secured  employ- 
ment in  Providence,  remaining  tliere  only  a 
short  time.  Then  Fall  River  became  his 
place  of  a.bo<le  and  of  work,  for  he  joined  the 
clerical  force  of  K.  S.  Brown.  Mr.  'McWhirr 
was  ambitious  and  confident,  and  in  1S77 
the  firm  of  Ramsey  &  McWhirr  began  busi- 
ness in  a  small  way.  At  that  time  the  young 
immigrant  laid  the  foundation  of  his  sub- 
sequent success  and  fortune.  When  E.  S. 
Brown  removed  to  North  Main  street,  the 
store  which  he  vacated  was  leased  by  Mr. 
McWhirr,  whose  purpose  to  engage  in  the 
depai't mental  business,  when  announced  to 
his  friends,  led  none  of  them  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  the  step.  Since,  with  a  capital 
of  which  energy  and  intelligence  were  the 
principal  factors,  he  had  demonstiated  his 
capabilities  as  a  manager,  the  outcome  of 
the  larger  undertaking  was  foreshadowed 
as  successful.  Mr.  McWhirr  believed  in 
young  men  as  his  subordinates,  and  the  in- 
terest and  attention  which  were  applied  by 
them  to  theii'  work  contributed  materially 
to  the  ample  fruition  of  the  plans  and  hopes 
of  their  employer.  There  were  no  periods 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty  in  the  conduct  of 
the  business.  Development  was  soli'l  and 
rai)id;  progress  dominated  the  institution, 
as  was  attested  by  the  enlargements  during 
the  life-time  of  the  creator  and  ithe  expan- 
sion afterwards.  R.  A.  McWhirr  died  in 
1S93.  He  left  a  wife,  who  was  Miss  Eliza- 
iieth  Jane  Grcggan,  a  successful  teacher  in 
the  schools  of  the  city,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  Greggan,  an  estimable  citizen,  and  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  police  de- 
partment. The  two  children  of  the  marriage 
are  Robert  Ramsay  McWhirr,  aged  twenty- 


one,  and  Margaret  Armstrong,  agi  d  nineteen. 
Tile  merchant  was  a  member  of  -Mt.  lltjpe 
Lodge  of  Masons,  llu'  raleiloiiiaii  Siuieiy 
and  t  he  Clover  ("liil).  ^^JllowiIlg  I  lie  di-alh 
of  Air.  McW'hirr  .steps  wi'it'  lalieii  lo  form 
an  incorporated  (Munijany  for  tlie  carrying 
on  of  the  business  along  the  lines  delined 
by  him  who  established  them.  Articles  were 
prei)areil  in  ISlci,  and  the  R.  .McWIiirr 
Company  was  estal>lislu>(l  with  the  following 
officers:  President  and  treasurer,  Asa  A. 
Mills;  clerk,  R.  S.  Tliompson;  sui)erinteiul- 
ent,  James  H.  .Mahoney;  directors,  the  above 
named  and  Mrs.  10.  J.  McWhirr  and  Thomas 
.Mills.  The  principal  ollicers  are  men  who 
have  eslablislu'd  reputal  ions  in  the  dry-goods 
business  of  Fall  River.  Althougli  all  their 
work  has  been  conlined  principally  to  the 
McW'hirr  store,  their  abilit\-  as  merchant ^; 
has  been  shown  in  a  nuiltiplicity  of  ways  in 
connection  therewith.  It  was  natural,  there- 
fore, that  Mrs.  McWhirr,  in  her  desire  to 
perpetuate  the  name,  shoulil  select  for  co- 
partners Messrs.  Mills,  Thoi)ii)S()n  and  Ma- 
honey, among  others.  The  idfect  of  li'*:' 
action  is  to  be  seen  in  the  steady  advance 
in  their  professions  and  business  of  the  com- 
pany. Growth  is  everywhere  apparent,  and 
the  concern  has  become  one  of  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  southeastern  Massachusetts — 
just  what  its  founder  had  in  niind  when  deatii 
closed  his  successful  career. 

DANIEL  HOW'LAND  CORNELL.— The 
subject  of  this  biograpiiical  sketch  is  one  of 
thehest  known  men  in  Kail  Riser.  I'^or  \  ears 
he  has  been  prominent  as  a  real  estate  oper- 
ator and  one  of  the  largest  di'aleis  in  teue 
ment  house  i)roperty  in  tlie  city.  .Mr.  Cornell 
was  born  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  l^bruar.y  4, 
lcS30.  His  parents  were  Godfrey  and  rhercsa 
Cornell,  of  Dartmouth,  well  known  and 
highly  respected  citi/ens  of  that  section  of 
the  State.  When  the  family  removed  to 
W'estport,  Mass.,  Daniel  was  abcjiit  six  years 
of  age,  and  received  his  early  training  under 
the  watchful  eye  of  his  father,  who  was  a 
practical  man  of  affairs,  and  who  believed 
in  hard  work  and  close  application  to  win 
success.  For  years  the  young  man  worked 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  in  IS;')!  went  lo 
New  Bedford,  where  he  and  his  brothei-, 
Pardon  Cornell,  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
meat  business,  which  was  a  success  from 
the  start.  During  the  year  18,^;!,  Mr.  Cor- 
nell was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Abby  A 
Brownell,  of  Westport,  Mass.  The  union 
was  iblessed  with  four  children:    William  C, 


216 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


Arthur  D.,  Lister  B.  and  Winifred  M.  Cor- 
nell, who  married  J.  Biou  Richards.  Mrs. 
Cornell  died  January  13,  188L  In  January, 
lS7(j,  Mr.  Cornell  dissolved  partnership  with 
his  hrother  Pardon,  and  moved  to  Fall  River, 
where  lie  started  into  the  wholesale  nu'at 
IjusiuL'ss  on  his  own  ai'couiit,  taking  his  son 
William  ('.  Cornell  into  business  with  him. 
'IMie  new  lirm  pnisprri'd  and  extended  its 
quarters  from  time  to  time  until  it  was 
known  as  one  of  tlie  largest  in  this  vicinity. 
Mr,  Cornell  retired  from  business  in  1894, 
and  since  that  time  has  fjperuted  in  real  es- 
tate. On  January  ]S,  1N82.  Mr.  Cornell  mar- 
ried his  second  wife,  .Miss  ICnima  C.  Brown- 
ell,  of  liiitle  Ci>in|il(in.  R.  I.;  a  woman  of 


D.iiiicl  Howl  ind  Co.ncli 

cuil  .ire  and  reiine:iK  nt,  .Mi'S.  CorntU  has  :^ 
large  circle  of  fricnd.s  in  the  city,  and  is  in- 
tei'csleil  in  art,  music  and  literature.  Her 
father,  Ephriam  W.  Brownell,  died  several 
years  ago.  He  was  a  well  known  merchani 
and  trader.  Mrs.  Cornell's  mother,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hicks  Brownell,  is  a  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Barney  Hicl's,  who  was  a  soldier  in  tlK; 
Revolution,  and  a  man  of  great  bravery,  and 
became  famous  for  his  daring  exploits  upon 
the  hi,gh  si'as,  Sarah  Hicks  Brownell  was  a 
teacher  during  her  xounger  days,  and  her 
nKMuory  is  enriched  liy  the  anany  changts 
she  has  witnessed  during  her  lifetime.  She 
is  still  living,  hale  and  heart)',  and  resides 
at  Adamsville,  R.  I.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  H. 


Cornell  reside  in  the  family  residence,  at 
41  South  street,  this  city.  Daniel  H.  Cornell 
is  a  director  in  the  Cornell,  Arkwright  and 
Davis  Mills,  and  for  years  has  been  a  prom- 
inent figure  in  the  business  affairs  of  Fall 
River.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  honor  and 
integrit.x',  and  enjoys  the  confidence  an.l  es- 
tt'em  of  his  l)usiness  associates. 

JAMFS  H.  WILSON,— No  mention  of  the 
old  families  of  this  city  would  be  complete 
which  did  not  include  the  Wilson  family,  of 
Steep  Brook.  David  Wilson,  the  great-grand- 
father of  the  present  James  H.  Wilson,  was 
Ijorn  in  Rehobotli,  and  later  he  moved  to 
tile  eastern  part  of  Fall  River,  where  he 
died  in  1S;15,  His  son,  Hezekiah,  lived  on 
the  spot  where  the  residence  of  J.  H.  Wil- 
son stands,  and  where  Job  T.  Wilson  was 
liorn.  Job  T.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent cili/.ens  of  l<^all  River.    By  bis  marriage 


James  H.  Wilson 

with  DC'ljorah  Durfee  he  was  t'le-  faVlier  of 
twelve  children.  All  are  dead  except  .lames 
H.  Wilson  and  Mrs.  .Mary  H.  Todd.  His 
wife  died  in  ISSl,  and  he  survived  her  twelve 
\ears.  James  H.  Wilson  was  born  here 
April  2o,  ISo".  When  he  was  very  young 
the  family  moved  into  a  liouse  that  several 
years  before  had  served  as  an  inn,  II  had 
been  called  "'The  Green  Dragon,"  and  hail 
been  the  stoi)i)ing  place  for  stage  coaches 
on  their  way  frcnn  Newport  to  Boston.  After 
completing  his  school  life  Mr.  Wilson  l;e- 
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came  an  employee  of  his  faiher.  In  his  twen- 
tieth year  he  struclv  out  for  himself,  show- 
ing then  the  traits  that  made  him  a  man  of 
marli.  In  1SG3  lie  became  interested  in  the 
oil  business,  and  made  a  success  of  it.  Soon 
afterward  Mr.  Wilfon  opened  a  wood  and 
coal  yard,  and  I  he  bu.sint  ss  then  entered 
upon  has  been  f(jl!owed  ever  since,  makini;' 
him  one  of  the  oldest  in  that  industry  in 
the  city.  General  teaming  and  trucking  were 
also  done,  the  moving  of  heavy  machiiier>' 
and  the  erection  of  iron  stacks  being  a  spe- 
cialty. Before  the  introduction  of  street  cars, 
dwellers  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city  were 
inconvenienced  because  there  was  no  puli- 
lic  means  of  conveyance  from  one  part  to 
another.  INIr.  Wilson,  with  characteristic 
enterprise  and  spirit,  recognized  the  need 
and  decided  to  meet  it.  In  1S75  he  opened 
an  omnibus  line,  serving  the  people  of  the 
north  and  south  enils.  Public  appreciation 
of  the  undertaking  was  emphatic,  and  the 
owner,  who  was  hailed  as  a  public  bene- 
factor, enjojed  a  lucrative  patronage  for 
his  omnibuses  until  the  advent  of  the  horse- 
car  in  ISSn,  when  they  were  withdraAvn.  He 
lias  'been  a  hard-working  iran  from  the  be- 
ginning of  his  industrious  career,  and  has 
lieen  siiccessl ul,  though  he  lost  heavily  by 
bo'iig  a  stockholder  and  endorser  at  the 
lime  of  the  failure  of  the  Sagamore  and 
Ourdor  City  mills.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Eunice  B.  Parish,  of  this  cit.w  Sh3  died  in 
ISGO,  leaving  two  daughters,  Eunice'  Ellen 
mil  Emma  Gertrude.  In  1S75  Mr.  Wilson 
married  .Miss  Abbie  .M.  Brown,  of  St.  Clair, 
Mich.  She  is  the  mother  of  James  Harrison, 
.■Mice  Edna  and  Louise  Wilson.  The  son  is 
connected  with  his  father  in  tlie  coal  btisi- 
ress  and  associated  with  him  in  various 
in' crests,  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  stockholder  in 
ei.ght  cotton  mills  and  various  corporations. 
He  made  inone\-  in  his  early  days  iby  wise 
buying  and  selling  of  real  estate,  and  judi- 
cious choice  of  offt^rings  in  mill  shares.  His 
faith  in  tlie  city  of  his  birth  now  is  no  less 
pronounced  than  in  previous  years.  He  :bc- 
loii,gH  to  no  clubs  nor  societies,  finding  in 
I  hem  no  substitutes  for  the  comforts  of  an 
attractive^  and  well-furnished  hon^o  and  as- 
sociation with  the  members  of  his  house 
hold. 

DAVin  .MORRISON  occupies  a  leailing 
place  among  the  oldest  merchants  of  Pall 
River.  By  acting  in  good  faith  wiih  the 
patrons  of  his  store,  1155-1457  Pleasant 
street,  from  the  beginning  of  his  career  as 


a  dealer  in  dry  goods,  and  never  deviating 
from  the  strict  line  of  honesty  and  fair  deal- 
ing, his  name  became  a  synonym  for  all  the 
qualities  that  make  the  reliable  merchant, 
and  enter  into  the  pillar  of  success.  That 
is  why,  when  thf  i)eople  of  F^lint  village 
speak  of  David  .Morrison,  it  is  always  with 
woi'ds  of  conimeudai  ion.  Mr.  .Morrison  is 
a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  He  was 
born  on  .Vpril  i-"),  1845,  and  arrived  in  Fall 
RiA'er,  tlie  i)lace  in  the  new  world  upon 
which  his  thoughts  centered,  on  November 
1,  18G5.  The  young  man  did  not  have  among 
bis  possessions  an  al>iindance  of  wealth,  Iiut 
lie  ha  1  tlio  chaiac!(  listics  which  mark  his 
race,  lie  buckled  to  the  work  before  him 
of  n-a'diig  a  li-,-i!;g,  knowing  that  idleness 


D.ivid  Morrison 

would  be  no  more  prolific  in  results  in  Amer- 
ica tihan  in  Scotland.  On  July  1  1,  1874,  .Mr. 
.Morrison  started  in  the  business  which  he 
has  followed  for  so  many  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  dry-goods  sellers  in 
the  eastern  section  of  the  city.  The  new 
i".ei-chant  set  out  to  meet  public  needs,  and 
a  patronage  was  developed  that  made  the 
■\enture  a  success  that  has  endured.  Public 
h'fe  had  no  allurement  for  Mr.  Morrison. 
On  the  contrary,  he  espoused  a  'political 
cause  which  militated  against  preferment  at 
the  hands  of  fellow  citi/eus.  He  was  a  rigid 
disbeliever  in  the  virtues  of  alcoholic  bever- 
ages, and  his  convictions  led  him  to  take 
the  ground  that  the  licensing  of  the  sale 
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of  intDxicants  i.s  incomiial  ihle  willi  the  prin- 
cipli'S  of  j;()()d  KoviMniiu'iit.  Naturally,  he 
was  led  to  advocacy  of  pi-ohihii ion,  which 
has  no  more  ardent  iiphiddir  in  the  com- 
munity. His  time  and  his  money  he  has 
siven  freely  in  furtherance  of  the  work  of 
eradicating  the  drink  4iahit  hy  moral  suasion 
and  legislation.  Discouragement  has  not 
weakened  his  ardor  (ine  jot.  On;>  who  held 
relations  so  intimaii'  witli  his  neighbors  as 
has  been  the  case  with  Mr.  .Morrison,  Ijecanie 
their  counsellor  and  servant  on  many  (jc- 
casions.  That  led  him  to  seek  a  commis- 
sion as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  ISOS,  the 
document  was  signed  b\'  (lo\-ernoi-  lioger 
Wolcolt.  At  the  c'Xpiraiion  of  tlie  term  in 
lOo."),  Clovernor  \V.  L.  nougl'as  attested  his 
conndence  in  the   woit;i  of  the  justice  by 


witli  .Mary  Dunnigan  took  place  July  21, 
ISt;:).  It  was  a  love  match,  which,  in  the 
alchemy  of  life,  ac(iuires  new  virtues.  The 
hom(>  was  bless<'d  with  seven  cliildren,  all 
of  whom  live.  They  are  Andrew  flill,  for- 
merly a  member  of  the  State  Senate;  Grace 
Smith,  Jeanie,  .Jessie  Ailsa,  Mary  Eliza, 
David  Cdyde  and  William  Dunnigan  Mor- 
rison. Mrs.  iMorrisou  jjassed  away  June  11, 
IXSi.'-,. 

ORIN  BRADI'X)RD  WET  MIORELL.— 
Among  the  man\'  problems  unmastei-ed  in 
the  eaidy  days  of  ct)tton  manufacturing  in 
Fall  River,  despite  the  deep  study  that  was 
given  to  them  b,\-  I  hi'  fathers  of  the  indus- 
tr\',  was  the  serious  one  of  providing  a  cov- 
ering for  the  top  rolls  used  in  spinning  that 


Orin  Bradlord  WetticrcU 


renewing  the  commission,  'i'he  principal  di- 
version of  Mr.  Morrison  is  found  in  inter- 
esting himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  United 
Pre.sbyteriau  Church,  where  he  is  a  devout 
and  faithful  worshipi)er.  He  belongs  to  the 
Retail  Merchants'  Association,  and  is  an 
honorary  member  of  Clan  Mc.Mpine,  No. 
153,  Order  of  Scottish  Clans.    His  marriage 


would  produce  results  commensurate  with 
the  needs  of  yarn  making.  Various  expedi- 
ents were  made  use  of  without  the  real 
dillicuUy  being  surmounteil.  At  that  time 
word  came  that  Daniel  H.  Wetherell,  who 
was  connected  with  the  Hopewell  Mill,  of 
Taunton,  was  an  expert  on  the  matter  which 
was  so  perplexing,  and  he  was  called  to  this 
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city  by  Lazarus  Borden,  who  was  agent  of 
the  Metaconiet  iM ami factu ring  Company,  to 
ai)i)Iy  his  knowledge  to  the  covering  of  rolls, 
on  tile  proiiiite  ot  a  lucrative  trade.  There- 
fore, Mr.  Wetherell  became  the  first  maker 
of  roller  coverings  in  Fall  River,  and  prob- 
ably in  tlie  country,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  an  industry  with  which  the  family  name 
has  been  associated  ever  since  that  time. 
Almost  all  of  tlie  machinery  used  in.  roller 
estajblishmenls  was  made  from  Mr.  Wether- 
ell's  designs  and  ideas,  a  fact  that  proves 
very  strongly  the  close  grasp  on  the  device 
he  had  from  the  very  beginning.  As  the 
demands  increased  he  found  assistance 
necessary,  and  a  nephew,  another  Daniel 
Wetherell,  was  engaged.  The  younger  man 
developed  under  the  tutelage  of  his  relative, 
and  when  death  removed  the  latter,  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business.  Its  growth  was 
co-incident  with  the  development  of  cotton 
manufacturing  here,  and  the  services  of  Orin 
B.  Wetherell  were  secured  and  a  partner- 
ship under  the  firm  name  of  D.  &  O.  B. 
Wetherell  was  established.  When  the  senior 
partner  died,  in  1893,  Howard  B.  Wetherell, 
son  of  O.  B.  Wetherell,  became  his  suc- 
cessor, and  the  buying  trade  came  to  know 
father  and  son  as  O.  B.  Wetherell  &  Son, 
the  title  still  borne  by  the  partners.  Orin 
B.  Wetherell  is  a  native  of  Taunton,  the  date 
of  his  birth  being  February  14,  1830.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Caroline  S.,  the 
former  dying  18G9,  and  the  mother  1879. 
When  his  schooling  was  finished,  he  mas- 
tered the  art  of  shoe-making.  In  that  voca- 
tion he  was  an  expert,  as  he  has  been  in 
the  covering  of  rolls.  An  opportunity  to 
better  his  lot  presented  itself  in  1S52,  and 
Mr.  Wetherell  went  to  Stoughton  to  enter 
the  employ  of  Martin  Wales,  a  leading  man- 
ufacturer of  shoes.  He  was  in  that  town, 
when,  in  1858,  Ills  brother,  Daniel,  made  a 
proposition  ^which,  though  involving  a  radi- 
cal change  in  bent  of  niind  and  industrial 
trend,  was  sufficiently  attractive  to  lead  to 
removal  to  the  city  where  his  home  and  all 
of  his  interests  have  been  maintained  for 
nearly  half  a  century.  Besides  carrying  on 
their  own  business,  Wetherell  &  Son  have  a 
large  interest  in  the  Davis  &  Mcl^ane  Manu- 
facturing Company,  which  is  engaged  in  the 
same  line,  entitling  them  to  the  claim  of 
being  the  owners  of  the  largest  plant  for 
covering  rolls  in  the  country.  Their  policy 
toward  their  employees  is  such  that  labor 
troubles  are  unknown,  and  workmen  have 
grown  gray  in  the  service.  Notwithstanding 


the  closeness  of  his  application  to  business, 
Mr.  Wetherell  finds  time  to  sliow  interest  in 
clean  sport.  His  predilection  is  for  a  speedy 
norse,  though  he  is  not  addicted  to  racing. 
In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican,  l)ut 
devotion  to  that  party  has  not  led  him  to 
seek  office.  His  interest  in  the  progress  of 
Fall  River  has  been  of  the  heartiest,  and 
whatever  influence  he  could  wield  has  been 
exerted  in  behalf  of  its  welfare  and  institu- 
tions. For  the  pessimist  among  his  towns- 
men he  has  only  words  of  reproof,  for  his 
contention  is  that  if  the  men  who  are  in 
business  here  are  not  upholders  of  the  com- 
munity development  is  impossible.  Mr. 
Wctherell's  family  consists  of  Mrs.  Wetli- 
erell,  who  was  Miss  Hannah  M.  Barney  when 
they  were  married  in  Warren,  R.  I.,  in  18(55, 
and  Howard  B.,  his  associate  in  business. 
He  was  the  first  initiate  at  the  formation 
of  King  Philip  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  the 
fraternity  has  none  more  loyal.  The  Weth- 
erell family  has  always  attended  the  First 
Baptist  Church. 

WILLIAM  .1.  DUNN.— Half  a  dozen  men 
of  the  type  of  William  J.  Dunn  would  bring 
about  the  transformation  of  the  business 
life  of  the  city  very  quickly.  Nearly  every 
successful  man,  we  find,  began  life  in  an 
humble  way,  and  carved  out  their  own  for- 
tune by  hard  work  and  close  application  to 
business.  Mr.  Dunn  is  a  conspicuous  ex- 
ample of  the  self-made  man.  He  was  born  in 
England,  in  18G5,  and  has  been  in  Fall  RTver 
for  twenty-four  years.  After  leaving  school 
he  assisted  his  father,  who  carried  on  the 
second-hand  machinery  business  in  an  hum- 
ble way.  When  his  son  was  taken  into  the 
inisiness  he  worked  hard  and  long,  and  soon 
l)ecame  an  expert  in  the  buying  and  selling 
of  merchandise  of  all  kinds,  which  neces- 
sitated the  employment  of  a  great  deal  of 
capital  and  any  amount  of  shrewdness  and 
diplomacy  to  win  success.  Mr.  Dunn  was 
equal  to  the  task  set  for  himself,  and  .soon 
won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  tlie  busi- 
ness men  throughout  Massachusetts.  He 
has  bought  a  gi-eat  many  mills  and  disposed 
of  them  at  a  good  profit,  and  is  considered 
a  fine  judge  of  real  estate  values.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  absorbent  cotton,  in  Tiverton,  and 
conducted  it  successfully  until  1895,  when 
he  sold  the  machinery,  etc.,  to  J.  H.  Rstes 
&  Sons.  The  Dunn  block  is  a  fine  piece  of 
property,  nicely  located,  and  shows  the  dis- 
cernment of  the  owner.    In  1895,  Mr.  Dunn 
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organized  the  Fall  River  Realty  Trust,  with 
holdings  estimated  at  $300,000  for  the  bene- 
tii  of  his  family.  He  has  a  large  and  at- 
tractive residence  fronting  the  Seaconnet 
river,  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  .Mr.  Dunn  is  hap- 
l)ily  married  to  -Miss  Kate  Smith,  and  they 
have  a  family  of  five  children — four  boys  and 
one  girl,  lli.s  oldest  son  is  a  very  bi'ight 
young  man  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  high 
school. 

HON.   AHLTON   REED.— This  prominent 
member  of  the  legal  profession  was  born 
in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  October  1,  1848.    He  is 
the    second    son    of    \\'illiam    and  Sophia 
( Ladd)  Reed,  and  through  iboth  father  and 
mother  descended  from  old  English  stock. 
He  received   his  education   in   his  native 
place,  and  after  a  preparatory  course  en- 
tered   Harvard   University   and    was  grad- 
uated with  high  honors  in  18GS,  the  young- 
est man  in  tlie  class.    Soon  after  gradua- 
tion he  came  to  Fall  River  and  became  edi- 
tor of  the  "Daily  News,"  but  subsequently 
studied  law  at  the  Harvard  Law  School  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1872.    Since  he 
began  the  practice  of  the  law  in  this  city 
he  has  stood  among  the  leading  men  in  his 
piofession,  anil  is  considered  a  great  orator 
and  <leha(er.    In  ISSO  he  was  chosen  Sen- 
ator for  the  Second  Bristol  District  and  made 
a  reputation  for  himself  at  the  State  Housu 
an  a  brilliant  legislator.    He  declined  a  re- 
nomination    the    following   year.     In  1881 
and   1882  he  was  the  Republican  nominee 
lor  Mayor.     Mr.  Reed   was  defeated   by  a 
sn;all    majority.     In  1884    he    was  elected 
.Mayor  of  the  city  and  served  one  term.  Mr. 
Reed  is  a  highly  cultured  gentleman,  and  is 
always  in  great  demand  whenever  any  un- 
usual pul)lic  function  is  given.    He  has  few 
ccpials  as  a  pulilic  speaia'r  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  general  history  and  kindred  works 
arc  well  kiu)wn  l)y  the  citizens  of  Fall  River. 

.lOHN  WESTALL,  M.  D.,  belongs  to  the 
large  and  prominent  class  of  self-made  men 
who  have  made  tlieir  impress  upon  the  in- 
dustrial, commercial  ami  professional  life 
of  Fall  River  from  the  very  earliest  days. 
He  is  a  good  tyjiu  of  the  man  who,  by  en- 
ei-gy  and  application,  combined  with  ambi- 
tion and  resolution,  obtains  a  top  position 
on  the  ladder  of  success  and  does  not  de- 
scend. He  was  born  in  I'higland,  May  10, 
ISO],  and  has  been  in  this  city  for  twenty- 
three  years.  In  that  time  he  has  made.. a 
name  as  a  citizen  alive  to  his  duties  and 
as  a  physician  of  skill.    He  supplemented 


his  schooling  by  a  course  in  the  Greenwich 
Academy,  after  which  he  became  a  student 
in  the  Dartmouth  Medical  School,  in  Han- 
over, N.  H.,  whore  he  obtained  his  diploma 
in  .June,  1S91.  He  was  not  long  in  getting 
a  footing  as  a  practitioner  and  securing  a 
standing  in  the  eyes  of  medical  men.  His 
rt'putation  and  practice  have  expanded  with 
years,  until  he  has  become  one  of  the  most 
successful  doctors  in  the  city.  Politics  has 
a  fascination  for  the  doctor.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  members  (jf  the  Republican 
parly.  In  189S  he  represented  the  Second 
Ward  as  a  menilier  of  the  Boai'd  of  Alder- 
men. Re-(decti()n  followe-i!,  and  in  1899  the 
Alderman  had  the  honor  of  being  selected 
by  his  colltague?  to  be  chairman.    He  filled 


John  Wcstall.  M.  D. 

the  post  with  ability,  and  made  a  creditable 
record  for  practical  interest  in  municipal 
affairs.  His  intimate  knowledge  of  govern- 
mental matters  has  brought  his  name 
prominently  forward  in  connection  with  1he 
mayoralty.  Dr.  Westall  is  connecteil  with 
the  Massachusetts,  Southern  Massachusetts 
and  Fall  River  iNIedical  Societies,  the  Free 
Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, the  Knights  e)f  Pythias  and  the  Sons 
of  St.  George.  His  marria.ge  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  E.  Hargraveu,  of  this  city,  took 
jjlace  in  July,,  lS8.j.  Their  home  is  at  9;!7 
South  Main  street,  wnere  the  doctor  also  has 
his  oITice.  They  have  one  dau.ghter,  Lillian 
G,  Westall. 
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lUOUULCN  COOK  SMALL,  .JR.— In  the 
pe  rson  of  Keubc-n  Cook  Small,  ,Jr.,  Fall  River 
has  a  type  of  the  man  who,  after  achievini;- 
a  lari;e  measure  of  .success  in  business,  dup- 
licateil  the  record  when  tntrusleit  with  the 
res))onsibility  of  jmljlic  oflice.  Municipal 
liislory  contains  no  chonicle  of  an  achieve- 
ment in.  the  ciiy  equaling  that  to  the  cretlit 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  It  was  com- 
mon knowledge  what  he  helped  to  accom- 
plish in  the  manufacturing  line,  but  few 
I'ealized  his  capjbililits  as  an  adniinistraioi- 
of  a  trust   and  li:s  aptitude  foi-  public  liti^ 


in  the  Durfee  mill  No.  2  as  a  backboy.  Ills 
ambition  to  git  aheail  was  strong,  and  his 
industry  and  trails  attracted  the  favorable 
notice  of  depari  luenl al  overseers.  I'rouio- 
tion  was  fr..(iueiii,  and  ultimately  hi;  becanif 
overseer  of  tile  cloili  ro<j>m  in  the  Richard 
liorden  Mfg.  Co.  Mr.  Small  thought  that  he 
saw  a  way  for  still  further  progress  by  sup- 
l)lying  mills  with  banding  and  cotton  ropes. 
In  LSS5  he  and  his  brotlier,  Elisha  Holmes 
Small,  had  a  slied  built  at  r.10  Pi'ospect 
street.  A  small  amount  of  machinery  was 
installed,  and  witli  one  helper  the  brothers 


until  he  was  induced  to  take  a  hand  in  the 
managenieni  of  the  park  system  and  the 
cemeteries  belonging  to  the  people.  .Mr. 
Small  is  a  native  of  Provinceto\\tn.  The 
date  of  his  birth  is  March  2'i,  1S59.  The 
paternal  Small  conducted  a  grocery,  grain 
and  luniber  business  in  the  cape  town  until 
a  few  years  ago,  when  he  retired  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  days  as  an  honored 
member  of  the  household  of  hi.s  daughter, 
48  Hillarde  .street.  Reuben  C.  Small,  Jr., 
became  a  resident  of  this  city  in  1872.  Aft- 
er a  brief  schooling  he  secured  employment 


Re  .ben  Cojk  Sm.UI,  Ji. 

starte.l  la.^ir.e.-h 


rfie'.v  principal  ca;j;tal 
was  represented  b\-  unlimited  energy  and 
confidence,  and  constant  concern  for  the 
quality  of  their  proilnctions.  That  made  a 
reputation  for  the  firm,  and  it  was  not  very 
long  before  the  Small  Bros.'  rope  and  band- 
ing were  in  demand  by  mill  superintendents. 
Increased  orders  entailed  enlargement  of 
facilities  and  quarters,  leading  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  large  building  now  in  use,  the 
employment  of  about  lou  hands,  an  output 
of  banding,  tubular  braids  and  spool  tapes 
of  over  1,(10(1,0011  jiounds,  and  a  patronage 
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that  extends  to  all  over  the  country.  In 
politics  Mr.  Small  is  a  Republican.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  committee 
In  1896,  and  has  been  active  at  the  caucuses 
in  the  interest  of  good  nominations.  When 
the  piirk  commission  iwas  created  one  of  the 
first  names  considered  by  Mayor  Giiorge 
Grime  was  that  of  R.  C.  Small,  Jr.,  who  was 
recommended  strongly  for  membership  as 
a  citizen  who  could  be  relied  upon  to  look 
for  results  with  the  appropriation  and  not 
be  inlluenced  by  political  expediency.  He 
was  nominated,  and  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  oitii^ens  associated  with  him 
for  the  chairniansliip.  Tlie  position  im- 
l)0seil  arduous  duties  upon  the  holder,  but 
.Mr.  Small  was  interested  in  the  department, 
and  he  gave  freely  of  his  time  to  the  city. 
During  his  three  years  of  service,  he  held 
the  chair  without  challenge.  The  exigencies 
of  politics  brought  about  his  retirement, 
gieatly  to  the  regret  of  leading  citizens,  who 
united  in  a  i)etition  to  Mayor  John  T.  Cough- 
lin  to  retain  Mr.  Small.  Had  he  a  free 
hand  there  is  iio  doubt  that  the  executive 
would  have  I'espcjnded  favorably  to  the  ap- 
plication, for  he  shared  in  the  general  ap- 
preciation of  the  commissioner's  work.  It 
was  owing  to  Mr.  Small's  close  supervision 
of  the  improvement  that  the  park  system 
entered  upon  a  stage  of  development  that 
will  make  it  in  future  years  one  of  the  de- 
lights of  the  city.  He  is  connected  with 
Narragansott  Lodge  of  Masons  and  Friendly 
Union  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  worships 
-n  St.  Paul's  -Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  married  June  7,  1SS2,  to  Annie  A. 
Standish,  a  member  of  the  Myles  Standish 
family  of  colonial  history.  The  fruits  of 
the  union  are  two  children — Edith  Standi»h 
Small,  llie  wile  of  Raymond  D.  Borden,  a 
son  of  Eric  W.  Borden,  and  Norman  Cook 
Small,  the  baby  of  the  family.  Mr.  Small  is 
a  home-loving  citizen,  and  finds  his  chief 
pleasure  in  driving  aljout  the  country  with 
the  members  of  his  family  when  the  weath- 
er is  suited   to  outdoor  life. 

SAMUEL  WATSON  is  well-known  and 
highly  respectod  by  the  cotton  manufac- 
turers of  Fall  River.  He  was  born  in  New 
Castle,  England,  and  came  here  in  1854, 
where  he  found  a  joij  as  useful  man  in  the 
old  Robeson  Mill,  the  only  position  he  could 
find  at  the  time,  and  worked  there  for  about 
ten  months,  after  which  he  secured  employ- 
ment as  a  second  hand  in  the  mule  room  of 
the  Metacomet  Mills,  where  he  worked  for 


four  years,  after  which  time  he  went  on  a 
vacation  to  his  old  home  in  England  and 
remained  three  months.    Mr.  Watson  came 
back  to  Fall  River  and  took  charge  of  the 
spinning    room   of   the   ohl   Robeson  Mill, 
whicli  had  been  changed  from  a  print  works 
to  a  cotton  mill,  and  remained  for  about 
ten  months,  when  lie  once  more  chan;jjed, 
and  took  charge  of  tlie  spinning  room  at  the 
Linen    Mill,    where    he    located    for  three 
years.     Having    accumulated    some  money 
and  'being  desirous  of  getting  along  in  the 
world,  Mr.  Watson  started  in  business  for 
himself  as  a  manufacturer  of  banding  and 
ropes,  locating  his   establishment  on  Mul- 
berry street,  on  the  old  Blackstone  lot,  where 
he  remained  for  a  number  of  years,  furnish- 
ing banding  and  ropes  to  all  the  mills  in  the 
city.    Mr.  Watson  found  llial  it  would  be 
impossible  to  make  his  business  a  paying 
success  without  water  power,  so  he  decided 
to  give  up  hand  work  and  locate  in  a  build- 
ing where  he  could  get  the  necessary  power 
to  make  his  business  pay.    He  secured  from 
Richard  Borden  part  of  the  machine  shop  in 
the  AnaAvan  Mill,  where  he  was  furnished 
with  water  power,  and  the  proper  facilities 
to  conduct  his  business  on  a  larger  scale, 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  spindle  band- 
ing.    The  management   of  tlie   Linen  Mill 
wanted  Mr.  Watson  to  give  up  his  iiianu- 
tacturing  business  and  come  bade  to  tliem 
and  take  charge  of  their  spinning  depart- 
ment.   This  he  refused  to  do,  but  comiiro- 
mised  by  retaining  his  business  and  taking 
charge  of  the  spinning  department  of  the 
Linen    Mill,    where   he    remained    for  two 
years.    When  the  Tecumseh  .Mill  was  erect- 
ed Mr.  Watson  took  charge  of  the  spinning 
with  the  same  privilege  of  continuing  his 
private  manufacturing  business,  and  also  at 
an  increase  of  salary.    When  the  Merchants' 
Mill  was  started  Mr.  Watson  was  engaged 
at  a  still  larger  salary  to  take  charge  of 
the  spinning  tlepartment,  ahyays  keeping  up 
his  manufacturing  business  and  coming  and 
going  as  he  thought  best.    He  remained  at 
the  Merchants'  Mill  for  two  years,  and  then 
returned  to  England  for  rest  and  recreation, 
where  he  renvained  for  nine  months.  Mr. 
Watson  came  back  home  to  Fall  River  very 
much  refreshed,  and,  with  James  Warring 
and  Daniel  McGowen,  organized  and  built 
the  Narragansett  Mills  and  became  suiierin- 
tendent.     For  five   years  he   worked  hard 
and  finally  had  to  stop  on  account  of  the 
condition  of  his   health.     He  returned  to 
England,  where  the  climate  seemed  to  agree 
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with  him  ami  slaved  fi)r  lour  years,  travel- 
ini?  in  various  countiii's  oT  the  world.  In 
IX.NI  Mr.  Watson  rolurucd  to  I'-all  Uivor  and 
IjL'oaiiie  sni)eri)itendi'iit  of  ihe  I'^lint  Mills, 
rt'iiiaining  in  that  position  tor  tliree  years, 
when  ill  health  forced  him  to  letire  from 
active  labor.  Mr.  Watson  was  married  to 
Miss  Eli/.a.beth  Rowltotloiii.  :)f  Closso]),  iins- 
land.  She  died  in  lN'.'i'.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  at  'JTlt  Kaslon  avenue.  It  is  a  hne 
old  iilace  with  well-la  in  lawns  and  (lowers, 
ami  tn'i.'S  aliound  fXerywlure.  .Mr.  \\'ats'.)n 
is   a    Ke|>ul)licau    in    i:olii'cs   and    v.as  a-)- 


m  w  Itasion  avenue  school,  "The  Samuel 
\\'at.-\m  ScIhkiI,"  in  his  lionor.  .Mr.  Watson's 
life  has  been  busy  and  eventful,  ami  il 
siiov.'s  what  can  be'  acco:uiilished  l>y  hanl 
work  and  sinceritx'  o|'  puri>ose.  He  is  a 
(  ri  lit  to  obi  lOimland.  the  land  of  his  birth, 
and  an  honoi-  lo  tli^'  c-it,\'  of  his  adoplion. 

HUGO    ADEi-.\un    nnnuQi'R.  —  ai- 

tno'jjih  it  is  the  l)(jast  of  ilie  pi^ople  of  the 
I'nited  States  that  ■'this  is  Cod's  country," 
and  that  its  instil utions  of  learning;-  and 
t o/.iir.erce   are    iiu  o:p.paral)le    both    for  the 


Hon.  Hv.-o  /^d-'ari 

i.jlniol  by  Mayor  Greene  one  of  tlie  lirst 
water  commissioners,  servin;^'  four  \V'ars. 
i:e  superintended  the  btiildin.i;-  of  the  cof- 
fer da^m  at  the  Narrows  bridi;-e,  and  has 
always  taken  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
Fail  River.  Mr.  Watson  presented  a 
beautiful  marble  bust  of  Dickens  to  the 
Public  l>:brary,  and  il  was  he  who  gave  the 
soldiers'  monument  to  Richard  Borden  Post 
No.  4(j,  Department  of  Massachusttts,  which 
adorns  the  entrance  to  South  Park.  Mayor 
.John  T.  Coughlin  recognizi/.ng  his  worth 
as  a  public-spirited  citizen  has  named  the 


D.ib.iqu;,  Ci:y  Sol.c't  jr  « 

Standard  of  i>\cello::c('  a.i  1  l.)r  tlieir  pro- 
ducts, it  has  to  lie  adniiiteil  that  good 
things  come  from  otlui-  countries  and  suf- 
lir  nothing  in  eomi.ai'ison  witli  tliose 
which  are  of  our  own  s  );i.  What  has  come 
to  us  from  tlie  Dominion  of  Canada,  when 
tested  in  the  crucible  of  e\])c>idenci>  and 
demonstration,  has  been  found  lo  have 
merit  of  the  kinil  that  endures.  This  is  true 
(specially  of  its  nun  and  women.  A  strik- 
ing ligure  ani;)ng  tlKL'-e  who  became  resi- 
dents of  this  c'ty  ^s  Hugo  .Adelard  Dubuque, 
who  has  shown  iiiniHc'.f  an  able  lawyer  and 
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a  scholarly  and  public-spirited  gentleman, 
and  belongs  to  the  family  of  the  founder  of 
Dulnuiue,  Iowa.  The  foundation  of  his 
largeness  was  laid  deeply  and  soundly  in 
the  schools  of  Cavignac,  where  he  was  born, 
November  4,  1S55,  llie  son  ot  Moise  and 
Esther  (Matthieu)  Dubuque  and  in  a  col- 
lege in  St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.  Jiis  collegiate 
course  completed,  Mi:  Dubuque  became  a 
resident  of  Fall  River  in  1S70.  Seven 
years  later  he  receised  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  laws  at  Boston  University,  and 
the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
.lust  as  toon  as  the  law  would  permit,  lie 
threw  off  allegiance  to  the  government  of 
(ireat  Britain  and  enrolled  himself  as  a 
good  citizen  of  the  United  States.  With 
him  lo  be  a  voter  meant  the  serious  view 
of  it.s  duties  and  responsibilities.  Besides 
exercising  the  suffrage  faithfully  himself, 
he  appealed  to  his  countrymen  so  effective- 
ly that  they  partook  of  his  enthusiasm  and 
(.iiergy,  and  a  naturalization  movement  de- 
veloiH'd  which  has  continued  to  this  day, 
r(.'.su!ting  in  a  targe  increase  in  the  voting 
popiilaticm.  .Mr.  Dubucjue  made  his  debut 
as  a  candidate  for  an  elective  oHice  in  1S89, 
when  he  was  n(jminated  and  elected  to  the 
Legislature.  After  an  interim  of  eight  years 
he  was  induceil  again  lo  offer  himself  as  a 
pu!)lic  servant  anil  lawmaker,  and  the  repre- 
ss niative  district  accepted  him  willingly. 
His  career  at  llie  Stale  house  was  marked 
with  such  signal  ability  that  he  was  chosen 
for  another  term,  .'^n  invidious  distinction 
among  citizeivs  who  have  been  sent  fo  the 
Legislature  is  unavoidable,  because  it  has 
happened  of  leanest  that  men  of  mediocre 
attainments  than  those  measuring  the  full 
stature  of  qualilication  have  appearel  from 
l''all  Ki\er.  In  the  smaller  list  of  repre- 
sentative men  tlie  name  of  II.  A.  Dubuque 
stands  out  prominently.  To  natural  aliility 
he  joined  an  unMagging  interest  in  the  work 
of  a  representative,  and  rapidly  ros?  to 
tame  as  a  statesman.  During  the  session 
of  1S9S,  the  Dubuque  law,  so-called,  was 
iiiactefl.  Its  veal  title  is  "Equitable  process 
after  judgment."  It  compels  a  man  to  pay 
debts  for  nt.'cessaries  oi-  labor  by  install- 
ments according  to  his  means,  and  has 
pi'overt  lo  be  a  legislative  benefaction  to 
(lebtor  and  creditor  alike.  The  City  Council 
in  1900  elected  Mr.  Dubuque  by  joint  ballot 
lo  the  office  of  City  Solicitor.  To  its  duties 
he  cai'ried  the  same  qualities  he  manifested 
as  a  practitioner  and  law-nuikei',  being  the; 
lirst  appointee  to  the  legal  department  uniler 


the  charter  adopted  in  19U2,  and  succeeding 
himself  in  the  administration  of  Mayor  John 
T.  Coughlin,  which  began  in  1905.  In  19U5, 
on  the  recommendation  of  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Guild,  the  solicitor  was  named  by  Gov- 
ernor William  L.  Douglas  as  first  civilian  on 
t'he  commission  created  to  erect  a  nionuinent 
to  Chevalier  de  St.  Sauvens,  who  died  in 
Boston  in  1778,  during  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. He  is  looked  upon  as  a  si)eaker  of 
magnetic  force  in  Ei'ench  and  English.  Un- 
til the  engrossing  cares  of  Ills  profession 
precluded  the  acceptance  of  invitations,  he 
was  in  demand  foi-  twenty-five  years  as  a 
lecturer  on  the  Constitution  and  institutions 
of  the  United  States,  to  which  he  gave  care- 
ful thought.  Mr.  Dubuque  possesses  one  of 
the  best  collection  of  books  on  the  history 
and  philosophy  of  law,  which  he  keeps  in- 
creasing by  importations  from  Europe  and 
intelligent  selections  at  home.  His  general 
library  will  bear  comparison  with  any  in  the 
city.  A  book  is  in  preparation  by  him  which 
will  treat  extensively  of  the  history  of  per- 
sonal liberty.  He  stands  high  in  the  legal 
profession,  and  is  regarded  as  a  leader 
among  his  French  compatriots  in  New  Eng- 
land, having  taken  part  in  every  convention 
of  French-Canadians  in  the  eastern  States 
since  1S79,  and  served  as  president  of  the 
Franco-American  Historical  Society,  which 
meets  in  Boston  twice  a  year.  His  nuii-ried 
life  has  been  of  the  'happiest.  He  took  for 
his  wife,  in  ISSl,  Annie  M.  (N)ugh!in,  a  sister 
of  ex-Mayor  John  \V.  Coughlin,  and  a  cousin 
of  Mayor  John  T.  Coughlin.  Three  daugh- 
ters have  blessed  their  union — Pauline,  Hel- 
ene  and  Marie.  The  family  home  is  iit  201] 
Walnut  street,  and  the  latch-slring  is  always 
on  the  outside  for  friends  and  acquaintances. 
There  the  attorney  is  to  be  found  when  not 
occupied  in  municipal  affairs  and  legal  mat- 
ters. 

JOHN  B.  TRAINOR,  M.  D.— Coming  here 
a  stranger  in  1807,  openifig  an  office  for  the 
practice  of  medicine,  and  in  nine  years  at- 
taining the  place  he  now  holds,  such  in  eiiit- 
ome  is  the  story  of  the  career  of  Dr.  John  B. 
Trainor.  Skill,  hard  work  and  persistency 
are  the  foundation.  Dr.  Trainor  is  a  native 
of  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada.  After 
finishing  the  course  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  birth-place,  he  enrolled  as  a  student 
of  Prince  of  Wales  College.  At  that  insti- 
tution ho  made  up  his  mind  to  become  a 
physician.  To  gratify  that  as|)iration,  the 
young  man  entered  Canada's  greatest 
institution  of  learning,   IMcGill  University, 
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of  Montreal,  a  diploina  fi-om  which  con- 
tains the  assurance  that  the  possessor 
has  been  iwell  groiindc.l  in  the  branches 
of  learning  that  are  tau.^ht  there.  Where 
Id  hjcale,  llic  'un.  qiiL'slidn  lhal  en- 
.na.^es  the  surious  aiuniiun  ot  the  young 
man  slandin^;  im  llic  threshulil  uf  his 
careei',  and  willi  aaihiiion  lo  lie  sonieliod 
was  answered  b,\  •Di  .  TiainDi-  coniiii,::;  to  Fall 
lliver.  The  docmr  is  udi  one  nt  tiiose  "svlio 
are  jnone  to  sa>  iliai  ihc.\  niii;iii  have  chosen 
better,  for  his  suecess  has  licvn  such  as  to 
saiisfv  tlie  most  ardent  li)n;;inLi'  lo  get  ahead. 


journey  to  Boston  or  New  York  for  such  at- 
tention find  all  thai  they  require  through 
the  enterprise  of  Dr.  d'rainor.  I^olitics  has 
no  attraction  for  Pr.  d'i;iini)r.  Not  only  is  he 
a  believer  in  indi'penilent  voting,  hut  lie  prac- 
tices his  lieliel'.  His  iKinic  and  his  profession 
absoidi  his  tinii',  lie  was  niarrieil  happily, 
April  •^'i,  I'.Min,  In  .\lis.<  .Margaret  I^lla  l^rady, 
daughler  (it  ow  nt  the  earl.\'  settlers  in  (Ilohe 
village,  and  a  successful  teacher  in  the  city 
s(du)ols.  Tiicx-  havf-  an  atli'active  home  at 
1521  Soulh  .Main  street,  where  the  physi- 
cian's oilice  is  local cd.    He  is  examiner  for 


John  B.  Tr, 

lie  give^  special  attention  U)  general  physi- 
cal therapy,  incduding  electro-therapy,  ther- 
maero-thc  rapy,  nu'cdiaMo-l!iera))y,  hydro-ther- 
apy, elc.  The  physicdau  has  installed  an  ui)- 
lo-dati'  equipment  in  these  lines  in  Ste.  Anne's 
Hospital,  wheri'  he  superintends  this  kind 
of  work,  in  addition  io  allending  to  the  du- 
ties devolving  on  him  as  a  member  of  the 
surgical  staff  of  the  institution.  His  oflice 
at  1521  Soulh  Main  street  contains  all  the 
im|)roved  devices  for  the  most  efficient  treat- 
ment with  therapy.  As  a  consequence,  per- 
sons who  have  been  obligeil  in  the  past  to 


unor,  M.  D. 

the  Kquitable  Life  Assurance  Society,  Secur- 
ity Mutual  of  New  Yoik  and  Columbia  Na- 
tional Life  of  L5ost(jn,  surgeon  for  the  City 
Hospital,  and  i)h\si(dan  for  St.  Vincent's  Or- 
phanage and  surgeon  to  Sle.  Anne's  Hospital. 
Dr.  Ti-ainor  finds  divei-sion  by  attending  the 
meetings  of  the  .Alassachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, Fall  River  Medical  Society,  Knights 
of  Columbus,  Royal  Arcanum,  .Massachu- 
setts Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians,  Foresters  of  America, 
and  the  Clover  Club.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  of  tlu'se  organizations. 
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HON.  FRANK  M.  CiiACE,  Senator  from 
the  Si'coivil  Hri.slol  DislricI,  whicli  conipriafs 
the  city  of  Ui\cr  and  the  lowiib  of  Digh- 

ton,  Somerset  and  Swansea,  is  the  son  of  C. 
Fredericic  Chace,  a  nalive  of  Swansea,  and 
Mary  10.  Tobey,  of  Freelown,  and  was  Ixn-n 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  April  IG,  ISoO.  After 
j;radnr;tion  from  Ihe  ])olytechnic  institute 
tliere  he  -went  into  l)usiness  and  was  ein- 
l)lo,\'ed  l)y  .James  l'''iske,  .Ir.,  al  the  Erie  Rail- 
road offices  until  1N72.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  oil  business  with  II.  B.  Coopei-  until  1S79, 
when  he  removed  lo  this  cil,\',  where  his 
father  was  pa.\masier  al  tin-  Slade  Mills. 
I'roni  iNTtt  till  isx:^  he  represented  tlie  Vac- 
uum Oil  Company  here,  and  from  1SS2  till 


Hon,  Fr.i'nlc  M.  Chacc 

is;is  was  niana.ger  of  the  branch  office  here 
of  J.  A.  Foster  (>i  Co.,  a  Providence  jewelry 
house.  When  he  took  charge  the  store  was 
doing  a  business  of  $12,000  a  year.  Mr. 
Clnice  doubled  this  (hiring  the  first  twelve 
months,  and  when  he  retired  was  doing  a 
business  of  $117,000  a  year.  He  had  been 
more  or  less  in  politics  for  some  years,  but 
unlil  1S'J8  *liad  held  no  office.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Common  Council  from  Ward 
Seven,  in  1899  and  again  in  1900,  and  in 
1901  was  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
laiiii'c,  wheru  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
important  committee  on  cities.  He  was  re- 
eled ed  in  1902  and  190;!,  and  in  both  terms 
served  on  the  committees  of  street  railwa,\s 
and  on  banks  and  banking.    In  190-1  he  was 


elected  to  the  State  Senate,  superseding  a 
Democrat  who  had  the  previous  year  defeat- 
ed the  Republican  candidate  by  900  votes. 
Senator  Chace  receiveil  a  majority  of  1,100. 
He  was  a  nu'inber  of  the  committees  on  puib- 
lic  charitable  institutions  and  banks  and 
banking,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
printing.  He  was  re-elected  in  1905  and.  190U, 
and  became  chairman  of  the  public  char- 
itable committee,  in  which  position  he  has 
been  aljle  to  be  of  much  assistance  to  his 
constituents  in  Fall  River.  Although  a  sin- 
cere and  earnest  Republican,  Senator  Chace 
has  always  believed  that  in  public  office  he 
reiiresented  no  one  pari.\'  or  section  of  the 
people,  but  all,  and  has  worked  untiringly 
for  the  best  interests  of  his  constituents.  In 
his  position  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  public  charitable  institntions  he  has  been 
able  to  serve  many  in  this  city  who  have 
been  in  need  of  aid,  and  has  been  glad  to  do 
so.  He  has  been  especially  active  in  urging 
the  need  of  a  consumptives'  hospital  in  this 
section  of  the  State  within  easy  reach  of  flie 
mill  people  of  Fall  River.  He  has  been  a 
consistent  friend  of  the  labm-  interests,  and 
as  a  member  of  f  he  committee  on  banks  and 
banking  has  been  able  to  be  of  material  as- 
sistance to  the  financial  institutions  and  to 
check  ill-advised  legislation.  Personally,  he 
is  a  warm-heart ..^il,  humane  gentleman,  ex- 
ceedingly courteous,  obliging  and  unassum- 
ing. His  repeated  election  to  office  is  proof 
of  his  strong  popularity-.  Senator  Chace 
was  married  when  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age,  to  Amanda  L.  Dubois,  of  Flushing, 
Long  Island.  They  have  had  twelve  chihlren, 
of  whom  six  are  living,  t'hree  boys  and 
three  girls. 

.lAMES  MARCUS  SWIFT  was  born  in 
Ithaca,  Michigan,  November  3,  ISTi?,  being 
the  eldest  son  of  Marcus  George  Barker  and 
.Mary  Duncan  (Milne)  Swift.  His  ancestors 
on  lioth  sides  were  amor^  the  early  settlers 
in  this  country,  some  of  wihom  were  dis- 
tinguished in  its  early  history.  Though  born 
in  Michigan,  Mr.  Swift,  on  his  father's  side, 
traces  his  ancestry  directly  back  lo  William 
Swjft,  who  landed  on  Cape  Cod,  in  1G3(>. 
His  father  was  born  in  Michigan  March  12, 
iS48.  After  spending  two  years  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  War,  he  attended  Adrian 
College,  and  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Michigan  Law  School  in  1872.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  he  removed  to  Fall  River,  where 
he  held  a  prominent  position  in  all  matters 
in  which  he  was  interested,  and  was  a  leader 


228 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


in  professional,  business  aud  political  circles 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  February  22, 
1902.  He  was,  for  sixteen  years,  a  partner 
of  the  Honorable  Henry  K.  Braley,  now  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Cor  i  of  Massachusetts, 
aixl  was  for  a  numlier  of  Ncars  im  tlie  school 
couimiltee,  and  was  pi-oniiueuL  as  command- 
er of  the  Richard  ISordeu  PosI,  (1.  A.  R.,  and 
,Iudge  Advocate  Clenera!  of  tlic  iJepartnient 
of  .Massachusetts,  (i.  A.  R.,  in  IM'T.  After 
the  appoinlmenl  of  liis  itanner,  Mi-.  Rraley, 
to  tlio  Bench,  he  furmed  a  partnership  willi 
Honoral)le   Geor.nc   firime.   under    (lie  lirm 


prominent  in  athletic,  musical  and  fraternity 
circles.  In  September,  1895,  he  entered  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  where  he  pursued  his 
legal  studies  to  the  end  of  the  second  year, 
being  compelled  to  leave  the  law  school  and 
enter  his  father's  office,  by  reason  of  the 
latter's  illness.  Tlie  him  of  Swift  &  Grime 
lias  continued  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Swiffs 
father,  the  other  members  of  the  firm  now 
being-  ex-Mayor  George  Grime  and  John  A. 
Kerns.  In  January,  1899,  he  was  appointed 
.Assistant  District  Attorney  for  the  Southern 
District  of  .Massachusetts,  by  the  Honorable 


James  Marcus  Swift 


name  of  Swift  Grime,  into  wliicl)  firm  the 
sul)ject  of  this  slielcli  was  taluui  upon  his 
leaving  the  law  scliool.  .lames  M.  Swift  was 
educated  in  Ijie  i)ul)lic  schools  of  Fall  River, 
graduated  from  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  High 
Sciiool  in  1X91  class  historian,  at  tlie  age  of 
seventeen  years.  In  the  fall  he  entered  the 
.Micliigan  Slate  Normal  Scliool  at  Ypsilanti, 
.Mieiilgaii,  anil  the  following  year  he  entered 
tlie  sopliomore  class  of  the  TTniversity  of 
^Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  June,  1895.    While  in  college,  he  was 


Lemuel  Le  Baron  Holmes,  of  New  Bedford, 
then  District  Attorney,  and  now  an  Associ- 
ate Justice  of  the  Stiperior  Court,  and  he 
held  this  office  for  three  and  one-half  years. 
Upon  the  appointment  of  Judge  Holmes  to 
the  Bench,  Mr.  Swift  served  for  a  time  as 
acting  District  Attorney,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1902,  after  a  spirited  campaign,  ho  received 
tlie  Republican  nomination  for  the  ofric(!  of 
District  Attorney,  and  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority  lo  serve  out  the  unexpired  term  of 
.Judge  Holmes,  bein.g  the  youngest  man  who 
ever  held  such  an  office  in  the  Common- 
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wealth.  In  Inov <- mbt r,  I'jo-t,  he  waa  re-elect- 
ed District  Alioriicy  tor  ihe  term  o\  three 
years,  which  ottice  lie  now  holds.  In  llioil, 
Mr.  Switi  was  ai)|).)inie(!  tlie  only  Ma.sler  in 
Chancery  in  Jiristol  ("ouniy,  lo  sncceed  Ins 
talher,  and  he  also  siicceedetl  hini  as  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Citizens'  Savings  Hank  and  a  nie.n- 
lier  and  secretary  of  Ihe  Uoaid  of  Invest- 
inent  of  the  same  institution,  which  posi- 
liuns  he  still  ludds.  Succeeding"  to  the  e.v- 
tensive  practice  uf  his  father,  Mv.  Swift 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  conit  trials, 
and  has  been  noial)l.\'  siiccesslul  in  cases 
before  juries,  boili  civil  and  criminal. 
S.nce  his  return  to  i''all  lUver,  he  has 
a.wa\s  been  interested  in  political  maiters, 
la.img  an  active  part  for  the  Republican 
party.  .\lr.  Swift's  many  and  varied  inier- 
es!s  are  slujwn  by  his  membership  in  the 
lo. lowing  organizations:  Fii'st  Congrega- 
i.unal  Chinch  and  Society,  Congregational 
C  ub,  of  which  lie  is  president;  King  Philip 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Fall  River  Royal  Arch 
Chapier,  Fall  liiver  Council,  Royal  and  Se- 
itci  .Maslers,  tJodfrey  De  Houillon  Command- 
eiy  of  Knights  Templar,  Past  Chancellor  of 
Star  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias;  Fall  River 
Lodge  of  Elks,  Central  Republican  Club,  of 
Fall  River;  Slate  Republican  Club,  Queque- 
chan  Club,  I'niversity  Club,  Harvard  Club, 
Fall  River  Yaclit  Club,  Fall  River  Golf  Club, 
P.  M.  C.  Durfee  High  School  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation and  Ailiktic  Association,  the  Massa- 
chusetis  Club,  and  the  Boslon  Athletic 
Club.    Mr.  Swift  is  unmarried. 

Wli.LIA.M  C.  DAVOL  was  born  January  5, 
INIm;,  in  I'all  River,  and  while  a  lad  entereil 


William  C.  Davol  (Deceased) 

the  Troy  Mill,  which  at  this  time  was  just 
beginning  operations.  He  was  made  over- 
seer of  the  spinning  in  lcS19,  and  superintend- 


eni  in  1S2~,  which  i)osition  he  I'etained  until 
ISIl,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  Ihe  lirm 
of  Hawes.  Marvel  &  Davoi.  .Mr.  liavol  was 
an  inventive  .neniiis  ,and  nian,\-  i)aris  of  the 
machinery  which  is  in  use  io-da\  was  in- 
vented ))y  him.  He  was  constantly  ni  work 
on  differeni  i)arts  of  machinery,  improving 
and  using  his  skill  for  the  beltermen.i  of  the 
cotton  indusliy.  .Mr.  Davol  wa.s  for  many 
years  connected  wilh  tin;  various  corpoia- 
tions  of  this  city,  and  at  his  de;Uli  was  one 
of  the  leadin.g  men  in  Southei'u  .Massachu- 
setts. 

.lA.MES  CHARLIES  PRADY.— The  leader 
in  the  drug  trade  of  Fall  River  is  .lames  C. 
Prady.  This  distinction  lu'  (obtained  by  dint 
of  personal  ener.gy  and  t-ndeavnr.  Me  is  a 
son  of  Fall  River,  where  he  was  born  .liilx' 
5,  1S(J2.  His  parents,  James  Iv.  and  .Mary 
Brady,  came  from  Ireland  in  ISK!.  TlU' 
lather  died  in  ISDO,  and  the  mother  in  lilOl, 
leaving  si.x  children.  Mr.  Prady  entered  the 
liigh  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1X75,  having  grailualed  that  year  from  tlie 
.Mor.gan  .vtreet  scliool.  On  conipbfting  his 
third  year  term,  he  embarked  in  the  business 
in  which  he  as  attained  so  much  promi- 
ntnce  and  success,  becoming  a  clerk  in  the 
drug  store  of  H.  CJ.  Webster  in  t!ie  Granite 
Plock.  .Mr.  Webster's  successor  was  P.  I'\ 
Riddell,  lor  whom  the  clerk  worki'd  until 
Jtuie,  l.SNd.  .Mr.  Prady  had  becoaie  a  skill- 
ed pharmacisi:  by  thai  time,  and  he  decided 
lo  open  a  store  for  himself  in  tln'  local  ion 
which  he  has  e\'er  since  been  occupied. 
Pusiness  increased  so  rapidl\  that  in  a 
short  time  an  adjoining  store  in  the  block 
was  engaged,  aivd  both  niadt'  into  one,  re- 
sulting in  the  Praily  esfablishmeni  becom- 
ing the  largest  of  the  kind  in  Prist ol  C;)unl\-. 
in  January,  19o;i,  another  store,  situated  at 
the  corner  of  South  Main  and  Spring  streets, 
was  opened,  and  both  are  in  successful  o])- 
eration  under  the  personal  management  of 
the  owner.  .•Mthou.gli  deeply  engrossed  in 
business,  Mr.  Prady  linds  linu'  to  give  to  Ihe 
welfare  of  Ihe  cit,\'  of  his  nativil.w  Public 
spii'it  and  not  ambition  caused  him  to  ac- 
cept the  tender  of  a  place  as  a  member 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  from  Mayor 
John  W.  Coughlin,  in  1S94.  Succes.^ive  Ma- 
yors voiced  the  confiilence  manifested  by 
the  e.xeculive  who  selected  Mr.  Prady,  his 
last  commission  being  handed  to  hiiri  by 
Mayor- John  T.  Coughlin.  His  work  on  the 
hoard  is  not  perfunctory;  he  is  in  close  touch 
"With  every  detail  and  frequently  visits  (he 
institutions  of  which  the  poor  department 
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has  cliarge.  The  druggist  is  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  United  Drug  Company  of  Bos- 
ton, which  he  serves  as  a  member  of  ihe 
directorate  and  tlie  executive  committee. 
He  Ls  a  memher  of  the  .Massachusetts  Pliar- 
maceutical  Association,  was  for  two  years 
president  of  the  Retail  Merchants'  Associa- 
tion, in  the  purposes  of  which  he  is  a  leader, 
and  belongs  to  the  Clover  and  Quequechan 
Clubs.  In  1889  his  marriage  with  Miss  Kate 
A.  Cunneen,  a  teacher  in  the  local  schools 
and  daughter  of  .lames  E.  Cunneen.  one  of 
the  oldest  of  the  city's  manufacturers,  took 


came  to  the  United  Stales  and  settled  in 
New  Haven.  In  lliat  c\\y  I'^atlier  Hughes 
I'eceived  his  sclioolini;  ainl  pre|)are(l  for  col- 
lege. He  select  cil  ilic  iM'iesihoud  for  a 
vocation  and  entered  St.  Charles'  College  in 
Maryland.  The  conise  was  completed  in 
]8(j()  with  distinguished  honors,  and  the  stu- 
dent immediately  proceeded  to  Rome  for 
his  ecclesiastical  training,  bt'iiig  one  of  the 
first  students  received  at  tlie  American  col- 
lege in  the  eternal  cii\'.  The  studies  lasted 
six  years,  the  ceremony  ot  ordination  being 
performed  Fel)riiai-.\-  iM.   isct;,  by  the  vice- 


James  Charles  Brady 


place.  They  have  two  children — Agnes  C, 
IG,  and  Catherine  C,  2  years.  The  family 
home  is  one  of  the  attractive  'buildings  of 
the  hill  section  of  the  city,  and  has  all  the 
comforts  which  a  husband  and  a  wife  of 
refined  taste  could  choose.  Mr.  Brady's  sur- 
viving brother  is  Rev.  ,Iohn  E.  Brady,  pastor 
of  a  Catholic  church  in  Phenix,  R.  I. 

REV.  CHRISTOPHER  HUGHES,  D.  D.. 
is  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  parish  and  rector  of 
the  cathedral.  He  is  a  native  of  Ireland. 
Not  long  after  his  birth,  in  1S41,  the  family 


I'egent  of  the  Pope,  the  arclibishop  of  Petra. 
The  new  pri;  st  returnci  to  America  and 
was  appointed  to  a  cuiacy  in  New  Haven. 
Two  years  later  he  was  transferred  to 
Providence  and  created  a  pastor.  That  post 
was  filled  successfully  for  nineteen  years. 
An  able  administrator  was  desired  by  Bishop 
HendricKen  to  look  after  the  affairs  of  St. 
.Mai'y's  parish  in  this  city  The  pastor.  Rev. 
Edward  Murphy,  had  died  in  18S7,  while 
visiting  the  paternal  home  in  Ireland.  The 
bishoi)  considered  that  Father  Huglies  was 
specially   qualified   for  the  onerous  duties. 
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Rev.  ChrUtophc-  Hughes  , 
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an;l  sent  liiin  lo  l'"all  Itiver  Septeniljer  1  of 
the  same  year,    'rheru  was  a  large  ilebt  on 
I  lie  church,  and  the  parish  property  was  in 
iii-,i;i'iii    IK  eil   u{   ai  lent  ion.     A   minister  of 
less    eiieri;.\'    ami    cajiacitj-    than    tlie  new 
pasltir  woi:l(l  ha\c'  luen  denioralized  at  the 
iiia.miil  iide   of    the    taslv,    but    he    tot>l<.  the 
parishioners  into  his  coniidence  and  made 
it  cdear  lliat  a  hu-siness  policy  would  be  ap- 
|)lied  l(j  ilie  affairs  of  the  parish  and  ad- 
hered to.    The  appeal  to  the  pride,  loyalty 
and  faith  of  the  people  was  productive  of 
f;()i>.l  results.    All  the  plans  formulated  by 
Father  Hughes  had  their  liearty  approval 
and  sni)port.    It  was  not  very  long  before 
the  church  and  school  had  been  overhauled, 
the  debt  extinguished,  and  additional  prop- 
erly  acfpiiied    with   a  view   to   the  future 
needs  of  the  church.    The  growth  in  spirit- 
uality was  coincident  with  the  material  im- 
provement of  tile  parish,  for  the  worship- 
pers at  I  lie  church  became  imbued  with  the 
religious  fervor  and  zeal  of  the  pastor,  and 
responded  earnestly  to  the  efforts  put  forth 
by  him  and  his  assistants  to  make  religious 
profession  ijnictical.    The  happiest  incident 
in  the  life  of  the  ))riest  was  the  service  of 
consecration  which  followed  the  discharge 
of  the  last  obligation  for  which  the  church 
was  responsilile.    In  recognition  of  the  work 
and  i)iety  of  the  clergyman,  he  was  made  a 
dignitary  of  the  church  by  Pope  Leo  XIII. 
Sickness  has  interfered  with  the  discharge 
of  pastoral  duties  for  over    a    year,  hut, 
though  Ills  presence  is  not  apparent,  his  in- 
lliieiice  pervades  the  administration.  Rev. 
Dr.  Hughes  is  a  Iruslee  of  the  puhlic  library. 
Since  his  accession  to  the  board  his  per- 
sonality has  been  a  vital  force  in  the  con- 
duct of  that  institution. 

IIICHT  1UCV1i:RI0ND  bishop  WILLIAM 
STAXC. — In  September,  lf)03,  the  authorities 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  chiirtdi  ;it  the  jiapal 
sec  crtated  the  diocese  of  Kail  River,  to  in- 
clude the  larger  portion  of  southeastern 
-Massachusetts.  In  February  following  Rev. 
William  Stang,  of  Providence,  was  selected 
for  the  bishopric  from  a  list  which  comprised 
the  names  o>f  leading  pastors  in  the  Provi- 
dence diocese.  His  consecration  took  place 
the  same  year  with  impressive  ceremonies. 
Bishop  Stang  was  born  in  the  province  of 
I'ailen.  (Uiniany,  in  1S5L  His  early  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  institutions  of  his 
I'ative  country,  and  he  finished  his  philos- 
oi)liy  and  theology  in  the  Catholic  ITniversity 
ill  l.oiivain,  Belgium.    ThiM'e  he  was  ordained 


to  the  iirie'Stliood  in  ISTN,  and  assigned  ini- 
mediately  to  the  I'nn  iileiice  dicjcese  under 
Bishop  Hendriclu'ii.  After  s-onie  years  as 
an  assistant  at  tlie  cathedral  in  Providence, 
he  l)ecanie  pastor  of  a  church  in  Cranston, 
R.  I.,  in  1884.  His  i\'tiii  n  to  his  lirst  charge 
toolc  place  subsequently.  For  the  period  be- 
tween 1895  and  181»8,  Bishop  Stang  was  pro- 
fessor of  theology  in  the  Belgian  University, 
a  position  he  assumed  in  an  eff(nl  lu  re- 
pair his  health,  in  wliicli  undertaking  he  was 
successful.  The  reinrn  to  Providence,  in 
1898,  was  marked  l>.\-  his  association  with 
the  missioiiai-.\'  l)aiid  calUnl  the  diocesau 
apostolate.  All  his  energy  ami  entliusiasni 
was  given  to  the  work,  which  was  i)r()(lnct- 
ive  of  edifying  rf  suHs  for  the  i)arislies  in 
the  diocese.  In  recognition  of  Bishop 
Slang's  zeal  and  administrative  ability. 
Bishop  Harkins,  who  succeeded  Bishop  Hen- 
driclcen,  appointed  him  to.  the  pastorate  of 
St.  Edward's  Church,  in  Providence.  It  was 
while  engaged  in  the  worli  of  tliat  imrisli 
that  he  was  honored  !)>•  ele\atioii  to  llie 
ei)iscopate.  The  liisluji)  is  noted  for  his 
great  learning  as  well  as  for  the  intensity 
of  his  faith.  He  is  a  forcible  writer  and  a 
voluminous  cout ril)utor  to  religions  lilei'a- 
lure,  and  speaks  Latin,  French,  English, 
German  ami  Italian  with  fluency.  His  one 
ambition  is  to  iironiole  the  salvatiiui  ot 
souls  and  the  welfare  of  the  Calliolics  of 
the  diocese. 

MICHAEL  KFLLY,  M.  D.— In  the  person 
of  Dr.  Michael  Kelly  this  city  has  one  of  its 
most  public-spirited  citizens;  a  college  grad- 
uate of  high  attainments,  a  student  of  the 
very  'best  in  literature,  and  a  physician  of 
skill,  versatility  and  courage.  Witlial  there 
is  none  more  modest,  none  less  desirous  of 
notoriety,  none  more  deferential  towards  the 
ethics  of  his  i)rofessioii,  and  nobody  with 
greater  respi ci  foi-  the  amenities  and  others' 
0|)inions.  Dr.  ivelly  is  a  son  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  where  he  was  horn  April  20,  ISuG.  He 
attended  the  schools  there  until  he  was  four- 
teen years  of  age.  In  1870  he  came  to  Fall 
River,  and  in  1871  entered  Holy  Cross  Col- 
lc.ge,  in  NVorcester,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1.879  and  received 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts.  In  .Tune, 
189G,  the  college  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  master  of  arts.  In  1881  Dr.  Kelly 
began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  medical  college.  He  took  the  full 
course  of  three  years,  devoling  all  the  time 
available  to  preparing  himself  for  his  life's 
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vocation.  TluTe  was  no  yielding  to  the 
alluremen'ts  of  student  life,  for  Dr.  Kellj" 
nndersLood  the  .sc  riousne.ss  of  the  problem 
of  niakinK  his  way  in  the  world  with  the 
enrtowinem  of  l)raiu  and  brawn  wliich  he 
])ossessed,  and  kfi  no  way  open  for  repining 
over  neglected  ojjportunity.  The  fruit  of 
liis  api)lication  and  zeal  was  gathered  in 
ISNf),  when  tlie  diploma  of  doctor  of  medicine 
was  handed  him  at  the  finish  of  the  course, 
and  he  wa.s  enabled  to  satisfy  his  ambition 
to  start  hi.s  i)rofesslonal  career  in  the  home 
of  his  adoption.    Choice  of  a  local  ion  was 


in  the  deliberations  of  the  local  body  and 
showing  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  most 
absti'use  toiiics.  He  is  also  a  memljer  of 
and  exaniinei-  for  several  fraternal  organiza- 
tions and  medical  bodies.  Mayor  Jolm 
Coughlin  appointed  him  City  Physician  in 
]S9(l.  By  virtue  of  the  office  he  became 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health  foe  three 
>-ears.  Perfunclor\-  work  .was  not.  permit  led 
during  his  connection  with  that  bod.\-.  The 
record  'then  made  led  to  Dr.  Kelly's  selection 
as  member  of  the  board  for  another  tei-ni  of 
three  years  by  .Mayor  .lohn  T.  Coughlin  in 


Micliacl  Kelly,  M.  D. 


not  unwise,  as  has  been  demonstrated  by  the 
lar.ge  measure  of  success  that  the  doctor 
enjoys.  He  is  a  specialist  in  the  treatment 
of  (li'seases  of  children.  During  an  epidemic 
of  sniall-prtx  in  1899,  Dr.  Kelly  was  drafted 
for  service  by  the  Board  of  Health.  His 
knowledge  of  the  scourge  proved  a  blessing 
to  the  city  and  those  afflicted,  for  out  of 
sixty  casps  treated  there  was  but  one  death 
at  the  pest-liouse.  Dr.  Kelly  belongs  to  the 
Fall  River  Medical  Society,  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  being  especially  prominent 


19(IG.  Benevolences  appeal  strongly  to  the 
practical  symiiafhies  of  the  physician,  and 
his  spare  time  is  offered  freely  to  tlie 
Union  Hospital  Training  School  for  Nurses, 
the  Seaside  Home,  for  puny  infants,  and 
St.  Ann's  Hospital.  He  is  also  on  the  staffs 
of  the  City  Hosi)ital  and  the  LTnion  Hos- 
pital. The  wedding  of  Dr.  Michael  KeTiy 
and  Miss  Caroline  Canlwell,  in  1890,  was 
one  of  the  social  events  of  that  year.  Tliey 
occupy  a  hand.some  and  conimodiotis  home 
at  255  Third  street,  and  have  three  bright 
children — Christopher,  Philomena  and  Eva. 
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A  large  ami  well  selected  library  ailds  to 
the  charm  which  the  doctor  finds  in  his  at- 
tractive residence  anil  the  iiH'nil)ei's  of  his 
liousehold. 

WILLIAM  HODNETT  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
was  born  in  Fall  River,  ami  received  his  edn- 
caliun  ill  the  public  schools.  In  1894  he  en- 
tered Helleviie  Hospital  Medical  College, 
from  whicli  he  was  iii'ailiiai ed  in  with 
the  d(-f;ree  of  doctor  of  medicine.  Dr.  15nt- 
lei-  returned  to  I'all  Ui\ei-  and  he^an  prac- 


LEANDRR  RICH  DARLINM!.— Ridins;-  a 
holiby  to  one's  iirolii  is  illustrateil  in  the 
story  of  the  career  of  Leander  Rich  Darling. 
Early  in  his  life  he  recognized  tliat  "there 
is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men  which,  tal;eii 
at  the  Hood,  leads  on  to  fortune."  Hy  making 
judicious  use  of  his  spare  nioinenls  lie  oli- 
taiiied  that  knowledge  which  has  liecome 
the  foundation  for  his  success  as  a  business 
nian  and  an  aiiiliorit\-  (Ui  cheiiiistry,  .\lr. 
Darling  is  one  of  ilie  large  class  of  tlie 
cilx's  successful  citizens — a  Fall  River  buy. 


William  Hodiictt  Butler   M.  D. 


tice  at  2:14  Bedford  street,  where  he  now  re- 
sides, lie  was  marrieil  in  l.Ntt.S  to  Miss 
Emma  T.  Vicloreen,  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools.  He  has  two  children — Alice  and 
William.  The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  ]Massa- 
chusetls  Medical  Society,  the  Fall  River 
Medical  Society,  the  Fall  River  Medical 
Improvement  Societj',  and  the  Clover  Club; 
is  visiting  physician  to  fhe  Fall  River  City 
Hospital,  consulting  physician  to  Ste.  Anne's 
Hospital  and  medical  examiner  of  Court 
Robin  Hood,  A.  O.  F. 


He  came  to  gladden  the  parental  home  Aiiril 
15,  1809.  His  geiu^ral  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  city  schools,  being  (inislu'd 
with  the  course  in  tlie  high  school.  In  those 
days  he  became  interested  in  chemistry,  and 
he  continued  to  interest  himself  in  the 
science  during  the  fourteen  years  he  was 
employed  in  the  Massasoit  National  Banlv. 
Home  reading  was  supplemented  by  instruc- 
tion by  mail  from  some  of  the  best  chemists 
in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Darling  saw  an 
opportunity  to  enter  a  field  in  this  city 
that  was  almost  iinoccii|)ied,  and  he  deter- 
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niinetl  to  qualify  thoi-oughly  for  entrance 
thei-eiii  some  time.  'I'lie  oliaiice  came  on  the 
formation  of  the  JO.  S.  Antliony  Drug  Com- 
l)an.\'.  A  manager  and  a  chemist  was  needed 
ill  carr.Nini;  out  a  plan  to  manufacture'  and 
di'al  in  medicinal  and  chemical  conipound.s, 
and  L.  U.  Darling-  was  consideretl  to  l)e 
fitted  in  an  unusual  degree  for  the  respon- 
sil)ility.  Although  he  had  made  himself 
valuable  in  the  bank,  and  liked  the  voca- 
tion, Mr.  Darling  availed  himself  of  the  offer 
to  which  a  financial  interest  in  the  company 
was  coupleil.     His  ability  and  enthusiasm 


Mr.  Darling,  which  permeaited  every  ilepart- 
ment.  .Masonr.\'  and  l'.\thianism  have  dis- 
tinguished his  chiiicc  of  Iraternitii's.  lie  is 
a  charter  niemhci-  of  I'ui-ilan  Lodge,  K. 
and  Ixilongs  lo  King  Philip  Lodge,  l'''all 
Kiver  Council,  Fall  lvi\i  i'  Chapter  and  lloil- 
frey  de  Bouillon  Coniniandery,  as  well  as 
the  Drug  Club  of  New  York  Cil\-.  The 
Darling  family  comprises  two  members. 
Mrs.  Darling  was  Miss  Myra  E.  Peckhani,  of 
New  rU'dtord.  Th.e  mai'ria.ge  was  solemn- 
ized in  that  city  .Jul\  17,  IS'.t:;.  Their  home 
life  is  of  the  happii  st. 


Lc.mdcr  Rich  D.irling 


tended  so  much  to  the  development  of  the 
new  enterprise  that  its  success  was  placed 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  practically 
from  the  inception.  The  need  of  larger 
quarters  Ifd  to  the  leasing  of  room  in  tlie 
new  building  of  the  Weavers'  Association, 
and  additions  to  the  force  of  employees  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  steadily  increasing 
trade  as  developed  under  tlie  energetic  and 
intelligent  management.  It  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  the  company's  career  np- 
ward  has  been  little  short  of  phenomenal, 
through  'the  exercise  of  the  personality  of 


EDMl'ND  \VlHT1011i!AD.— Among  the  pro- 
gressive Inisiness  men  of  Fall  River  the  suli- 
ject  of  this  sketch  deserves  mention.  He 
was  born  in  Clayton,  near  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, July  4,  1845,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  ciijjper  "A.  W.  Townsend." 
Five  weeks  were  spent  aboard  the  ship, 
which  arrived  at  Lewis'  wharf,  Boston,  in 
September,  ISnli.  Fall -River  was  the  ob- 
jective point  of  the  Whiteheads,  who  estab- 
lished- their  home  in  what  was  then  Tiver- 
ton. Mr.  Wliitehead  hvM  went  to  a  town 
school,  and  afterwards  was  enrolled  in  the 
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schools  of  l<'all  Uiver.  In  lb!55  the  family 
reiiKJved  to  'raiiiiton,  where  Mr.  \Vhiteliea(l 
helped  to  support  himself  by  selling-  fruit 
out  of  a  l)asket  at  tlie  Wales  street  i-ailroa.? 
station.  In  ]sr)(j  the  Wliiteheails  came  liack 
to  Fall  River,  and  at  Ihe  age  of  twelve  youn^ 
Whitehead  found  employment  in  the  Amei'i- 
can  Print  Works,  wheiv  he  i-emained  five 
years.  After  leaving  the  works  he  entered 
a  meat  market  and  for  a  short  time  drove  a 
hutchiM'  cart  ilH'ongh  the  towns  in  tlie  vicin- 
ity of  tile  cit\-.  For  eight  years  he  worla'd 
hai'd  anil  mastered  every  detail  of  the  l)usi- 
ness.  He  made  so  many  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances tliat  he  concluded  there  was 
plenty  of  room  for  another  market.  Accord- 
ingly, Ml-.  Whitehead  opened  a  store  at  102 


Edmund  Whitehead 


South  Main  sirett,  in  .July,  IScn.  The  loca- 
tion (juickly  liecanie  known  as  "Whitehead's 
corner,"  and  the  business  was  a  success 
from  the  start.  Mr.  Whitehead  owes  it  all 
to  his  personalily  and  strict  attention  to 
business  and  a  desire  to  please  the  public. 
In  June,  lS!)(i,  Mr.  Whitehead  moved  to  his 
lii-esent  handsoirte  market.  Its  splendid 
windows  are  a  delight  lo  Ihe  passer  by  at 
Nos.  IS  and  20  South  Main  street.  The 
Whilelnwd  market  is  (uie  of  Ihe  allraclions 
of  tlie  city,  and  humlreds  admire  the  dis- 
play of  good  ilhings  which  are  to  be  found 
nowhere  els(>  in  the  city.  Mr.  Whiti'head 
responded  lo  Ihe  call  lo  patriotic  duly  which 
was  issued  in  ISfll,  and  was  mustered  into 


the  ai'iny  at  Camj)  .Mi'ig,  Kt'ad\illL,  .N'^ay  H. 
Ihe  same  .\ear.  '1  U(  liellion  showed  so 
many  signs  ol  coming  Uj  an  end  iliat  inere 
was  no  need  (jf  scmliiig  ine  recruits  wIkj 
were  designate  I  as  "hiiii.lred  ilay  men,"  t(j 
the  front,  and  c.i  .Aug  ist  1.  ISi;4,  iliey  were 
honoi'ably  discdiarged.  .Mr.  WMiite'nead  is  a 
charter  member  of  Nai  rn  ^ansv  ti  Lodge  ■of 
.Masons,  Fall  Iliver  Roxal  Arch  Chaplei', 
Fall  River  Council  of  Royal  anil  Select  .Mas- 
ters, the  Retail  .Mercluiuls'  Association,  and 
c:odfrey  de  Bouillon  Commanilery,  Knights 
Templar.  He  wr. ;  iiniied  in  marriage  to 
Sylvia   L.   Ronlt  n,   .March  ISdS.  The 

union  has  bet'n  blissid  with  six  chililren — 
.Andrew  E.,  a  young  man  of  .greai  pi'omise, 
who  died  August  7,  lOJiih  S.,  S.  Louis, 

.lennie  L.,  Edgar  H.  and  lOlsie  .M.  The  family 
home  was  in  this  c;t,\-  until  I.SSi;,  when  ilie 
abode  was  changed  t.j  South  Swansea,  w  lu  re 
.Mr.  Whitehead  is  charmingly  situated  ami 
is  active  in  the  social  affairs  of  the  town. 
His  son,  Edgar  0.,  is  actively  engaged  in  ilie 
l)usiness,  and  is  a  man  of  sterling  characier 
and  with  tlie  qualilicaiions  lhat  ensure 
success. 

.JOHN  D.  MUNROiO  was  l;orn  la  P.incc 
Edward  Island,  Ftbiaiar.\-  (1,  1X51,  ami  came 
to  Fall  River  .)nl.\-  1,  ISCT.  He  was  tii-sl  eiii- 
ployetl  in  a  cotton  mill.  short  lime  later 
he  sought  employment  with  .Almy.  Milne 
Co.,  printers  and  pulilishers  of  ihe  I'"all 
River  "Daily  News,"  as  ei'rand  boy  and  paper 
carrier,  taking  advantag.'  of  any  sjiare  tiaie 
that  was  his,  he  learned  lo  .Kct  type  and 
was  later  employed  in  the  otHce  as  an  aii- 
prentice  to  the  printers'  trade.  In  .lanuaiy, 
1N72,  at  the  age  of  eighleen  years,  he  en- 
tered into  a  partnei'ship  in  the  joli  iiri'.iting 
business,  and  in  Septemln'r,  ISS,"),  he  bougiit 
the  sole  control  of  the  business,  wliich  has 
since  gi'own  and  prospered  under  his  man- 
agement. When  till'  l-'all  River  Daily  Herald 
Publishing  Company  was  reorganized  in 
1,S!I,"),  Mr.  Muni'oe  became  in-esident  of  Ihe 
new  corporation,  sei'ving  in  that  cajiaciiy 
unlil  190 1,  wdien  he  resigned.  A  ,\'ear  laUi' 
he  was  elected  treasurer  and  manager  of  the 
cori)oration,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
He  is  a  Irusti'e  of  Ihe  t'nion  Savings  Hank 
and  is  iileiitilie.l  in  n:an>'  wa.\s  with  the 
business  interests  of  the  ciiy.  Mr.  Munroe 
has  long  been  interested  in  Ihe  Massachu- 
setts volunteer  militia,  and  has  given  man.\' 
years  of  his  life  lo  ihe  si'rvice.  When  Ilie 
I'^irsl  lie.gimeni  wa  ;  organi/.ed  in  l.STI*.  he 
enlisted  as  one  of  I'le  original  iiiemb(  rs  in 


John  D.  Munroi; 
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Company  M,  now  Twelflli  Company,  Corps 
CoasL  Artillery,  al'ter wards  serving  in  the 
grades  of  corporal,  sergeant,  second  lieuten- 
ant and  first  lieulciiant  uulil  t!S:):i,  when  lie 
was  inviteil  lo  take  (■omiuand  of  a  company 
ot  the  Naval  Brigade,  whiidi  was  hcing  (jr- 
ganized  at  that  time,  lie  accepted  the  com- 
mission of  commanding  olRcer  of  F  Conii)any 
and  served  for  two. years,  when  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  was  retired  at  his  own 
request,  his  larnest  eft'orls  in  belialf  of  the 
brigade  having  licen  reo.igni/.ed  by  the  award 
of  tile  advanced  rank  of  lieuienanl  com- 
mander in  retirement.  When  the  call  was 
issued  fur  volunteers  to  take  the  place  of 
the  State  Militia  which  had  enlisted  for  the 
war  with  Spain,  in  1S!)S,  Mi-.  Munroe  was 


business  parts  of  the  city,  is  the  remarkable 
record  to  the  credit  of  Rudolf  F.  Haffen- 
reffer,  Jr.,  treasurer  and  general  manager 
of  the  Old  Colony  Hiewing  Companj-.  He 
is  a  native  of  Bustun,  and  thirty-two  years 
cjf  age.  His  ])reliminar\-  studies  were  such 
as  were  taught  in  the  Chauncey  Hall  School, 
in  Boston.  Next  he  became  a  student  in  Ihe 
.Alassaclui'Setts  Institute  of  Technology,  tak- 
ing the  full  course.  The  technical  instruc- 
tion there  acquired  was  suijpleniented  by  en- 
rollment in  a  leading  institution  in  Stutt- 
gart, Cermany.  On  his  I'eturn  to  the  TTnited 
States,  Mr.  Haffenreffer  came  to  this  city 
and  arranged  to  establish  a  brewer.w  Busi- 
ness men  were  led  reailily  to  co-operate,  and 
the  Old  Colony  Brewing  Company  came  into 


Old  Coloiiy  Ercv.  cry 


prompt  in  organizing  the  VMh  (Thirteenth) 
Company  of  the  Provisional  Militia,  ready 
for  service  at  the  front  in  case  of  need,  and 
was  commissioned  captain  of  the  cinnpany, 
retaining  tlie  commission  until  the  comiiany 
was  disl)anded  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr. 
Munroe  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
having  attained  "the  high  othce  of  Grand 
Captain  GcMieral  of  the  Grand  Conimandery 
of  Knights  Templar  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island. 

RUDOLF  F.  JI.VKFl^NREFFER,  JR.— 
Eleven  years  ago  a  stranger  to  most  of  the 
people  of  Fall  River,  now  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  important  factors  in  the 


existence,  with  t^ninlan  Leary,  as  president; 
Lawrence  S.  Holdtn,  vice-i)resident;  Cornel- 
ius Sullivan,  secieta]'.\ ,  and  .M*'.  Haffenreffer, 
treasurer  and  geiii'ral  manager.  It  was  or- 
.ganized  under  the  laws  of  West  Virginia, 
February  S,  IMIG,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000, 
and  occupies  a  Iniihling  10 1  feet  long  and 
•15  feet  wide  and  six  stories  in  height.  Tlie 
brewery  was  opened  December  9  of  the  same 
year.  It  was  fitted  with  the  latest  machines 
for  brewing  ale,  lager,  poi'ter  and  malt  ex- 
tract, and  an  ice  jilant  was  installed  which 
has  a  capacit.\-  of  fifty  tons  daily.  It  was 
the  second  venture  of  the  kind  undertaken 
in  Fall  River,  but  it  was  under  auspices  and 
with  a  management  much  different  from  that 
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governing  Ihe  underlaking,  which  resulted 
in  failure  for  its  promoters.  At  first,  pi'o- 
(lucliou  was  small,  in  keeping  with  tlie  con- 
servative ideas  of  the  ir.anager.  It  was  not 
long,  howevLT,  l)efore  the  (piality  of  Old 
Colon)'  lirc'ws  liccaine  generally  known,  and 
consnmpllon  of  Ihtm  increased  heavil.\'. 
How  luisiness  has  developed  appears  from 
llie  fact  lhai  the  ouli)ut  of  the  l)rewery  is 
1(HI,(HHI  liarrels  yearly,  and  that  the  service 
of  lifly  m^■n  anil  forty  horses  is  required  to 
disi rilni.tc  the  product.  The  highest  wage.s 
are  paid  and  Ihe  l)est  materials  nse.l,  while 
the  expert  knowledge  and  skill  of  the  man- 
ager are  alwa>-s  employed.  So  great  a  snc- 
cei'S  has  the  company  become  that  no  stoclc 
is  ol)tainal)le,  for  it  has  paid  a  large  diviilend 
>early  almost  from  the  lieginning.  Besides 
gi\ing  close  alteniion  to  the  company,  Mr. 
11  a  ft  tMU  (.'iter  is  a  director  of  the  .Metaconttt 
Naliona.  Hank,  a  trustLC  of  the  nurkhardi 
lirewiiig  C'onijjany  of  Hostoii,  and  treasurer 
of  the  Internal ior.al  iCIectric  Compiinx-  of 
this  city.  His  clul)  menrbershii)  extends  to 
ilie  Quequechan  and  Fall  lliver  Coif  clubs, 
fall  River  Yacht  Clul)  and  llu;  Taunton 
Yaclit    Clul).     On    .January  19(12,  Miss 

.Maude  .Monroe  became  his  wife.  They  have 
one  child  and  a  deli.glitful  hoine.  In  sum- 
mer the  family  is  quartered  in  a  fine  coltag,- 
on  one  of  the  islands  around  I'ortsmoulh. 

RICHAlli)  ll..\RTkl':Y  COOK.— The  well 
known  Park  Commissiontr  is  a  native  of 
I'higland.  He  was  born  in  Bolton,  !\Iarch  IS, 
ISot),  and  receiveil  his  early  education  in 
the  i)lace  of  his  birth.  At  an  early  age  he 
learned  to  spin  cotton  in  the  famous  iriill 
of  Houldsworlh  &  Co.,  Reddish,  near  Stock- 
liori,  I'hiL^laiid.  In  ks.s:;  he  came  to  America 
and  went  to  Newark,  N.  .1.,  and  sttirted  the 
first  mill  and  thread  manufactory  in  tliis 
country  for  the  Clark  Mile  End  Thread  Alan- 
utactiiring  Compan>-  and  became  assistant 
sui)erinlendenl,  remaining  four  years.  In 
IN.sT  he  came  to  Fall  River  as  superintendent 
of  the  Kerr  Thread  Comi)any  and  began  ihy 
iiianufacture  of  tliread  as  il  had  never  been 
done  before  in  this  country.  When  the 
Amerjcan  Thread  Company  was  formed  in 
1,s;)s,  Mr.  Coolc  was  matie  general  superin- 
tendent of  tlie  company's  mills  in  America. 
Mr.  Cook  was  api)ointed  by  Mayor  Grime 
Cotiiniissioner  of  I'arivS  and  Cemeteries,  and 
has  served  on  tlie  commission  since  organ- 
ization. How  well  and  faithfully  he  has  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  office  the  records 
of   the   department   testify.     Socially,  Mr. 


Cook  is  prominent  and  belongs  to  the  Que- 
quechan Club,  the  most  exclusive  in  Fall 
River.  He  organi/.ed  the  Fall  River  Bowding 
Green  Club  and  became  its  first  president. 
He  is  also  a  meinlier  of  the  Fall  River  Yacht 
and  Golf  clubs.  On  Fel)ruary  I'o,  1,S7.'),  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  ]5etsy  Dean, 
of  Reddish,  near  Stockport,  ICngland.  Two 
(laughters  have  blessed  their  iini(jn,  Mary 
and  Ellen  Cook".  The  family  reside  in  a 
beautiful  residiMice  ai  22i)7  I'leasant  street, 
Fall  River.  Mr.  Cook  has  been  in  the  cot- 
ion  n.annf.icl uring  business  all  his  life,  and 
I  aii\'  of  th;'  ne.7  ;n',e;itions  whicli  lia\'e  iui- 


Richjrd  H.iriley  Cook 

proved  and  developed  the  cotton  manufactur- 
in.g  trade  are  the  creatures  of  his  active  and 
creative  brain. 

.JAMES  DANHilL  CROSSON.— Uninter- 
i  ui)ted  occu|iaiic\  of  the  office  of  (Mty  Mes- 
senger for  twenty  \'ears  is  the  record  as  a 
public  servant  of  .James  D.  Crosson.  Changes 
in  the  personnel  of  the  city  government  are 
constant,  hut  that  circumstance  has  not  af- 
fected the  EtatUb  of  Mr.  Crosson,  who  has 
managed  to  emerge  a  victor  from  every  con- 
test for  the  chair  whicli  he  has  filled  to  the 
general  satisfaction.  His  strength  lies  in 
minding  his  own  business  and  attending 
faithfully  to  the  duties  devolvin.g  on  him  as 
messenger.  Mr.  Crosson  is  a  Fall  River  boy. 
His  first  'birthilay  was  June  25,  fSS;].  He 
engaged  in  the  livery  stable  business  after 
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leaving  school  and  was  a  success  at  it.  Al- 
though entirely  without  experience  in  polit- 
ical ways,  he  sought  the  post  of  messenger 
in  ISSG,  and  was  chosen  by  the  city  govern- 
ment over  a  sli-ong  ri\a!.  ICvery  year  since 
he  has  been  re-elect t  d,  aciing  also  as  super- 
intendent of  the  city  hall  by  appointment  of 
llie  Mayor.  Power  boating  and  long  walking 
are  the  only  diver.sions  of  the  messenger, 
ills  home  is  in  Bay  street,  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  river,  on  which  he  spends  his 
leisure  in  summer  in  a  handsome  launch. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Margaret  T.  McDermott, 
to  whom  he  was  married  September  21,  1^77. 
Ceorge  F.  A.,  tienrude  M.  M.,  .Mary  H.  W., 
•lames  I).  V.  and  .liiscph  H.  Crosson  are  their 


J.nncs  Danul  Crosson 

children.  Mr.  Crosson  belongs  to  no  organi- 
zation but  the  Fail  River  Yacht  Club.  I'he 
family  worshi|)s  in  St.  Patrick's  Church. 

MICHAEL  RIOACAN  is  Mayor  Coughlin's 
private  secretar.\'.  He  was  born  in  Somerset, 
.lune  11,  IStn,  his  parents  lieing  .leremiah 
and  Julia  Reagan.  He  graduated  from  the 
high  school  in  1879,  and  became  a  compos- 
itor, a  trade  he  had  learned  during  his  spare 
hours.  A  coupU'  of  years  later  he  was  en- 
gagetl  as  a  reporter  on  the  "Herald,"  which 
paper  he  had  served  as  a  newsijoy  from  his 
twelfth  year.  In  ISSS,  Mr,  Reagan  was 
made  managing  editor,  and  occui)ied  Ihe  post 
eight  years,  retiring  with  the  sale  of  the 
paper  and  ti  change  in  the  editorial  policy, 


FALL  RIVER 

to  take  the  editorial  chair  in  the  office  of 
the  "New  Bedford  .lournal."  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  the  "Kail  River  Globe" 


Michael  Reagan 


when  selected  for  the  secretaryship.  Mr. 
Reagan  married  Philoniena  T.  B.\  rne,  a 
teacher,  in  1SS7,  and  has  one  son,  Leon  J., 
aged  eighteen. 

CAPTAIN  Wn.LIAM  DURFEE  will  long 
be  remembered  here  as  the  pioneer  in  the 
ice  business,  with  which  he  was  connected 
for  sixty-three  years,  and  which  he  saw  grow 
from  the  small  dimensions  when  he  began 
cutting  in  1838  to  a  business  of  GO,OUU  tons 
when  he  sold  it  in  1901.  He  was  born  on 
the  site  of  the  |)resent  Diirfee  block  Fwbru- 
ary  27,  1811,  the  son  of  William  Durfee,  a 
sea  captain,  and  Hannah  AVestgate,  and 
the  descendant  of  a  family  of  able  men. 
His  father  died  wluai  he  was  ten  months 
old,  and  early  in  life  he  went  to  sea  on  a 
whaler,  carrying  a  Government  "protecti'on" 
against  impressment  which  is  still  i)reserved 
in  the  family.  He  also  eiiteied  Ihe  fishing 
business  with  vessels  which  he  chartered, 
and  employed,  among  others,  members  of 
the  Church  family,  of  Tiverton,  who  have 
since  become  famous  in  menhaden  fishing. 
In  18oS,  in  company  with  Robert  Cook,  he 
started  the  first  ice  business  here,  in  a  small 
stone  building,  still  standing  on  Pleasant 
street,  near  the  Narrows.  At  first  it  re- 
quired a  whole  year  to  sell  what  could  be 
stored  here,  but  as  the  business  grew  other 
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buildings  were  erected  till  fifteen  large 
houaes  were  occupied  at  New  Boston  and  ten 
at  Assonet.  The  early  method  of  loading 
the  ice  into  wagons  at  the  pond,  carting  It 
to  the  houses  and  there  unloading  it,  had 
been  replaced  1>)'  live  endless  chains,  and 
the  plant  iwas  proliably  the  best  equipped  in 
New  England  for  the  rapid  handling  of  ice. 
A  largo  wholesale  and  retail  business  was 
carried  on  here  and  at  Newport.  Mr.  Cook 
was  associated  with  him  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  on  his  retirement  Mr.  Durfee  car- 
ried it  on  alone.    When  together,  they  had 


passed  to  the  Arctic  Ice  and  Cold  Storage 
Company.  He  died  in  his  ninetieth  year  in 
1901.  Mr.  Durfee  was  of  kindly  disposition 
and  a  rugged,  uncompromising  honesty  that 
led  him  to  meet  every  obligation  in  e.xact 
accordance  with  his  agreement,  w  liatever 
others  might  be  disposed  to  do.  His  'Wife 
was  Ann  C.  Durfee,  by  whom  he  had  one  son, 
^Villiam  Durfee,  a  progressive  business  man, 
who  has  shown  his  al)ilily  in  the  handling 
of  his  father's  business  and  in  the  iniprove- 
nunt  of  the  real  estate,  as  well  as  making 
l)ossii)le   the   erection,   in    1905,  of  a  new 


John  Francis  Quinn  (Deceased) 


bought  the  Richardson  House,  on  North 
Mnin  street,  and  the  Thurston  House,  on 
Central  street,  both  of  which  fell  to  Mr. 
Dui'fee  in  the  division  of  interests,  and  witli 
his  other  holdings  made  him  one  of  the 
lai'gest  owners  of  real  estate  here.  The 
Durfee  block,  in  which  he  made  his  home, 
had  been  erected  by  him  in  1S7G,  on  a  site 
boLighi  from  Mary  Jk)rden  by  his  father  in 
1802  for  $200,  then  considered  an  enormous 
price.  He  retained  the  ice  business  till  De- 
cember 10,  1901,  when  he  sold  it  to  Arthur 
Freeston,   of  Pliiladelphia,   from   whom  it 


theatre,  the  Savo.\',  \\iui'h  is  the  leading 
amusement  house  in  the  city. 

JOHN  FRANCIS  QUINN.— One  man  who 
contributed  as  much  as  anybody  in  New 
England  to  the  (leveloi)ment  of  the  indus- 
trial branch  of  life  insurance  was  John  F. 
Quinn,  of  this  city.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
superintendents  of  this  district,  the  most 
important  in  southeast  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Quinn  was  lK)rn  in  Enfield,  Meath  County, 
Ireland,  June  21,  lS5o.  Eight  years  after- 
wards  the   family   removed   to  Stockport, 
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Kngland,  and  the  boy  secured  work  in  a 
print  worlis,  getting  liis  schooling  at  night. 
In  ISGO  the  Qiiinns  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Fall  River.  Mr.  Quinn's  first  em- 
ployment iwas  in  the  American  Print  Works. 
Nex't  he  became  an  operative  in  a  cotton 
mill.  lie  was  lull  of  ambition,  and  he  ap- 
preciated the  value  of  opportunity.  He 
seized  it  and  became  successively  a  loom 
f;xer  and  second  overseer  in  the  Fall  River 
manufactory,  known  then  as  the  "White 
Mill."  The  opening  of  an  agency  by  the 
John  Hancock  Mutual  J^ife  Insurance  Com- 
pany led  to  the  offer  of  the  superintendency 
to  Mr.  CJuinn,  and  he  accepted  July  21,  18N4. 
That  was  the  tiii-ning  point  of  his  life.  In 
addition  to  popularizing  the  industrial  sys- 
tem until  the  business  attained  extraordin- 
;iry  dimensions,  the  superintendent  estalj- 
lished  agencies  in  Taunton  and  New  Bed- 
ford, which  he  managed  in  connection  with 
his  stipervision  of  the  branches  here  and  in 
Newpoi't.  There  was  no  decrease  anywhere 
up  to  1904,  when  every  industi-y  was  almost 
paralyzed  by  a  strike  in  the  Fall  River  fac- 
tories which  lasted  six  months,  and  when 
sickness  obliged  him  to  relinquish  his  un- 
ceasing watchfulness.  His  incapacity  was 
the  cause  of  the  work  of  superintending  de- 
volving on  others,  and  the  absence  of  the 
master  mind  iwas  noticed  in  the  amount  and 
cliaracter  of  the  business.  Mr.  Quinn's  re- 
cord in  the  insurance  btisiness  was  excep- 
tional. All  claims  against  the  company  on 
policies  issued  by  his  agents  were  settled 
promptly  and  satisfactorily.  He  pointed 
with  pride  to  the  indisputable  fact  that  no 
beneficiary  ever  ap))ealed  to  the  law  to  se- 
cure redress,  or  even  threatened  legal  pro- 
ceedings to  induce  payment  of  the  amount 
of  a  policy.  I'^urthermore,  he  was  instru- 
mental in  obtaining  many  concessions  for 
the  people  of  Fall  River  who  were  insured 
with  the  company  fhe  represented  when 
strikes,  sickness  or  depressions  rendered 
difficult  or  impossible  the  collection  of  prem- 
iums. l\Iany  things  in  use  by  the  company 
are  due  to  the  superintendent,  whose  judg- 
ment was  invariably  deferred  to,  for  it  was 
recognized  that  he  was  as  keenly  alive  to 
the  interest  of  his  employers  as  he  was  in 
conserving  the  well-being  of  the  insured.  It 
was  his  sug.geslion  that  resulted  in  the  issu- 
ance of  a  policy  for  $250,  which  is  the  fea- 
ture of  the  industrial  system.  Until  his 
business  became  too  engrossing,  Mr.  Quinn 
was  deeply  interested  in  fraternities.  Pas- 
sive membership  did  not  comport  with  his 


idea  of  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  a 
brotherhood,,  and  on  that  account  he  set 
the  example  of  activity  in  furtherance  of  the 
work  of  the  Foresters  of  America,  the 
Knig'hts  of  Sherwood  Forest,  Knights  of  the 
Mystic  Chain,  Knights  of  Columbus,  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  always 
had  a  special  taste  for  theatricals,  and  took 
leading  parts  in  plays  presented  under  the 
au.spices  of  the  Kemble  Dramatic  Club,  in 
behalf  of  a  religious  or  benevolent  purpose. 
By  his  marriage  .lantuiry  11,  1S77,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Whalon.  he  had  one  daughter,  Lottie 
E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  T.  Healy.  Mrs. 
Quinn  died  on  August  7,  1SS3,  Mr.  Quinn 
took  Miss  Sarah  A.  Hoar  daughter  of 
Charles  P.,  a  member  of  the  police  depart- 
ment for  many  years  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  Sarah  Hoar,  for  his  second 
wife.  A  son,  ^^'illiam  H.  Quinn,  was  born 
of  that  niari-iage.  For  nearly  a  year  before 
the  death  of  Mr.  Quinn.  February  12,  1905, 
he  was  more  or  less  indisposed.  His  will 
power  was  strong,  however,  and  he  held  out 
against  the  gradual  but  certain  undermining 
of  his  health  for  six  months,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  the  close  supervision 
Of  the  insurance  responsibility  he  had  fos- 
tered so  sedulously.  The  i-espect  in  which 
the  citizen  was  held  was  made  clear  by  the 
gathering  around  his  bier  the  morning  of  the 
obsequies.  After  services  in  St.  Patrick's 
Cliurch  the  body  was  borne  to  North  Burial 
Cround  for  its  eternal  rest. 

JAMES  LANGFORD.— In  a  message  of 
sympathy  and  condolence  to  Mrs.  James 
Langford  for  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Mayor  Coughlin  said:  "I  feel  that  the  city 
is  deprived  of  an  upright,  honest  and  ])ublic- 
spirited  citizen,  who  discharged  faithfully 
every  public  trust,  and  whose  beneficence 
to  the  weak  and  lowly  was  a  household  word 
in  the  community."  This  trilnite  was  paid 
to  the  memory  of  a  man  who  was  a  man 
among  men.  Friends  were  bound  to  him 
by  the  silken  cords  of  affection  as  strongly 
as  thou-gh  'by  bands  of  steel;  and  what  they 
lost  the  whole  city  experienced  in  a  way. 
Mr.  Langford's  birthplace  was  Heywood, 
Lancashire,  England.  After  the  finish  of  his 
school  days  he  entered  a  cotton  mill  in  his 
native  land  and  leai'ned  liow  to  spin.  At  the 
age. of  twenty-two  he  married  Emma  A.  War- 
burton  and  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in 
America.  Employment  was  ohtained  in  the 
spinning  room  of  the  Mechanics'  Mill.  When 
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a  btriive  forced  Mr.  Langt'ord  iuto  idleness, 
he  went  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he 
learned  the  nialcing  of  sewing  machines. 
[•"Diir  years  latter  lie  re.siinied  his  residence 
ill  I-'all  liiver  and  his  worlv  as  a  spinner.  He 
believed  in  iiniDiii.siii  and  served  tliree  years 
as  presiileni  ul'  the  union  uf  his  craft  and  two 
years  as  iis  ucasnrei-.  His  prominence  as 
a  labor  man  ieil  id  his  lujiiiinalion  and  elec- 
tion lo  tlu-  ,L;reai  and  i^i-neral  court  by  the 
DeiiKjcraiic  iiarty  in  18S(i.  The  life  of  a  law- 
malier  did  noi  appeal  lo  the  new  member, 
and  his  (iist  lerni  was  his  last.  Mr.  Lang- 
foril  next  seciued  an  a.ncncy  for  the  sale  of 
sewing  niachini's  and  pianos.  Through  a 
large  accpiainianei'  lie  <d)laiiied  a  very  suc- 
cessful  pairona^<',   \\'hi(di   was  aiMed  to  by 


James  Langford  (Deceased) 

his  methods.  Prom<jtion  from  the  position  of 
assistant  chief  of  the  fire  department,  which 
he  held  for  twelve  years,  from  1SS5,  to  the 
(•(unmand  of  the  force,  in  18'JS,  caused  him 
to  (lisi)()se  of  his  business  interests.  On  his 
relinqnisliment  of  tlie  ofiicial  relation  to  the 
department,  ^.Mr.  Langfurd  established  the 
l.angford  House,  it  became  a  noted  hostelry, 
not  especially  on  account  of  the  urbanity  of 
(he  propiicior.  but  more  particularly  by 
reason  ,,\  di,'  excellence  of  the  cuisine.  That 
received  close  atteiilion,  and  the  elfect  upon 
patronage  was  marked.  Mr.  l.angford  was 
an  enthusiastic  member  uf  the  Fall  River 
Cricket  Club,  and  derived  a  great  deal  of 
-r^atisfactioii  from  its  successes  on  the  Held, 


though  not  actively  participating  in  the  game 
in  several  years.  His  name  appeared  also 
on  the  rosters  of  the  U.  S.  Grant  Lodge  of 
the  Sons  of  St.  George,  Unity  I^odge  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Puritan  I><jdge  of  Knights  of  Py- 
thias, and  the  Fall  River  Firemen's  Relief 
A'ssociation.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan- 
uary 17,  190G,  the  family  comprised  Mrs. 
Langford;  Stephen  E.  Langford,  a  son,  who 
is  a  mem'ber  of  the  fire  department;  Mrs. 
Frederick  Booth,  of  this  city;  Mrs.  James 
A.  Smith,  of  Shreveport,  La.,  and  iliss  Alice 
G.  Langfonl,  a  student  in  ithe  Smith  College, 
Northampton.  Death  resulted  from  compli- 
cations arising  from  a  boil  on  the  neck,  and 
it  was  entirely  unexpected,  owing  to  the  fine 
pliysicpie  of  Mr.  I.,angford.  The  obsequies 
were  notable  for  the  size  and  character  of 
the  pageant,  and  the  number  of  floral  testi- 
iiK^nials.  Public  recognition  of  the  loss  felt 
!)>■  the  citizens  was  attested  furthermore  by 
the  tolling  of  the  fire  bells  the  hour  of  the 
funei'al,  a  tribute  rarel>'  shown  a  deceased 
citizen. 

ARTHUR  BORDEN  BRAYTON.— Arthur 
Borden  Bra)ton,  Cit\  Clerk  of  Fall  River, 
was  born  at  Fall  River  on  November  4,  18G4, 
and  is  the  son  of  Israel  and  Abby  A.  (Man- 
chester) Brayton,  who  were  also  born  in 
Fall  River.  His  i)aternal  and  maternal  an- 
cestors, for  more  than  two  hundred  years, 
lived  in  the  territory  between  Newport, 
Rhode  Island  and  Freetown,  Massachusetts. 
Both  of  his  paternal  great-grandfathers,  Bor- 
den Brayton  and  Pardon  Lake,  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  !Mr.  Brayton  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Fall  River,  in- 
cluding the  high  school,  and  afterwards  in  a 
private  academy  in  Providence,  Rhode  Is- 
land. Upon  his  return  to  Fall  River  he  se- 
cured a  position  in  the  Massasoit  National 
Bank,  which  he  left  after  a  few  months  of 
work',  temporarily,  in  the  ofl^ce  of  the  City 
Auditor,  and  after  the  completion  of  certain 
special  work  he  returned  to  the  said  liank, 
which  he  again  left,  soon  after,  for  a  better 
opening  as  an  accountant  for  a  contractor 
and  builder;  but  in  less  than  six  months  he 
was  induced  to  return  to  the  ofhce  of  the 
City  Auditor,  and  take  a  position  on  more 
favorable  terms  than  he  received  at  the  time 
of  his  former  employment  in  that  office.  A 
few  months  later,  on  .lanuary  5,  1SS5,  he  was 
appointed  as  Assistant  City  Clerk,  and  as 
Clerk  of  Committees.  Owing  to  the  rapid 
growth  in  population  which  increased  his 
duties  as  Assistant  City  Clerk  to  a  great  ex- 
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tent,  he  resigned  the  oflice  of  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees, on  Deceml)er  2,  1SD5,  but  continued 
as  Assistant  City  Clerk  until  he  became  City 
Clerk.  He  iwas  elected  as  City  Clerk  on  June 
27,  ISDS,  and  assumed  the  duties  of  that  office 
on  July  18,  IS'.iS.  It  is  an  indication  of  the 
ambiLion  and  energy  he  possesses  when  it  is 
consiilered  ithai  he,  as  a  stranger  and  without 
any  inlluence,  entered  the  City  Hall  in  the 
lowest  clerical  position  in  the  building,  and 
rose  to  a  position  which  is  as  high  in  im- 
portance as  any,  and  by  many  considered  the 
most   important.     As   is   well    known,  the 


the  people;  );eep.s  the  respective  deiJartmen's 
po-sted  in  relation  to  such  ordi-rs  of  the  Cit.v 
Council  that  may  alfCct  them,  and  in  gen- 
eral devoies  much  time  and  tiKuight  in  iielp- 
ing  to  keep  the  afl'airs  of  the  ciiy  running 
smoothly.  It  might  hv  well  lo  mention  here, 
as  a  matiter  of  i'ecf)rd  for  ilu-  infoinial ion 
of  intci-ested  incpiii-ers  in  the  fulu're,  that 
the  lire  of  .March  19,  IXSC,  which  di'slroyed 
the  interior  of  ihe  Citx'  Hall,  did  not  destroy 
a  i>articie  <if  the  ri'i-ords  of  the  Cii.N'  CIci'k's 
office,  as  the  rccoi-ds  wi'ix'  all  in  a  lire-jjroof 
vault,  and  by  ri'<picsi  of  tlu'  Cii.\'  Clerk,  the 


Artlntr  Borden  Brayton 

duties  of  a  City  C:ierli  are  manifold,  and  he 
is,  by  law,  the  custodian  of  all  records  and 
papers  of  the  City  Council.  Among  his 
many  duties  might  be  mentioned  that  he 
is  the  cleric  of  the  City  Council  and  of  the 
Doard  of  Aldermen;  is  the  Registi'ar  f)f 
births,  marriages  and  deaths;  is  the  cu.s- 
todian  of  the  city  seal;  has  charge  of  the 
records  of  personal  property;  issues  all  li- 
censes granted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen; 
has  charge  of  the  election  matters,  printing 
ballots,  providing  polling  places,  apparatus 
and  supplies  for  the  holding  of  elections  by 


chief  engineer  of  ilic  lire  doparhiUMil  caused 
several  streams  of  water  lo  be  played  coir 
tinuously  on   the  to  keep   the  same 

sufficiently  cool  to  i)revent  any  damage  to 
its  contents.  On  October  Ki,  ISSS,  he  was 
married  to  .\nnie  10v(lyn  Wilbur,  of  Fall 
River,  daughler  of  fhiliii  H.  and  Sarah  K. 
(Winslow)  Wilbur.  ^Irs.  nrayton  is  a  direcl 
descendant  of  Kenelm  AVinslow,  who  was 
a  brother  of  Edward  Winslow,  of  the  "Ma.v- 
flower."  Their  children  are  Hazel  A.,  born 
August  23,  ISOO;  Stanley  B..  born  Marcli  IT. 
189n,  died  Decembci-  1.  ISflO;  Abbie  E..  born 
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September  IG,  1S!}5,  died  Deceniher  4,  1S9G; 
Whitney  W.,  born  April  M,  18<JS,  and  Rod- 
ney v.,  l)orn  September  11,  I'JOl.  Mr.  Bray- 
lon  and  liis  family  are  attendants  of  the 
I'^irst  ConKi'egatioual  Church.  He  is  a  di- 
rector of  tlie  l^afayeLte  Co-Operative  Bank; 
is  a  director  in  eight  Rhode  Island  corpora- 
lions,  being  president  of  one  and  secretary 
of  the  otlier  seven,  and  is  the  vice-president 
and  a  director  of  The  Pianola  Company,  a 
New  York  Corporation  manufacturing  self- 
jdaying  pianos.  Besides  belonging  to  vari- 
ous associa'tions  and  clubs,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
King  Philip  Lodge  of  Free  Masons  of  Fall 
River,  Fall  River  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Fall 
River  Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
(Jodfrey  de  Bouillon  Commandery  Knights 
Templar,  and  AU  ppo  Temple  A.  A.  O.  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

.JOSEPH  A.  BARRE,  D.— Among  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  Fall  River  the 
name  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  prom- 


Joscph  A.  Barre,  M.  D. 

inent  among  'tlie  French  residents.  He  was 
liorn  April  2,  18GS,  at  Sherrington,  province 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  ISNd  with  his  parents,  settling  in 
what  is  known  as  the  French  colony,  in  the 
eastern  section  of  this  city,  popularly  called 
the  "Flint  Village."  After  arriving  here 
with  his  parents  he  went  to  the  French 
parochial  and  public  schools,  after  which  he 


entered  the  drug  stoie  ot  Dr.  .1.  B.  Chagnon, 
aii.l  remaini;d  liiere  ahuut  one  year,  when 
i«e  went  to  work  foi'  his  brottier,  who  kept 
a  drug  store,  and  was  famous  in  that  line. 
The  young  man  soon  mastered  every  detail 
of  the  profession  and  after  another  year's 
worl<  was  registered  by  tlie  State  Board  of 
Pluuniacy  as  a  druggist.  He  was  nut  con- 
tent in  the  drug  business,  however,  and  de- 
cided to  study  hard  and  become  a  physician, 
entering  the  C(jllege  of  Phj'sicians  and  Sur- 
geons .at  Baltimore,  Mai-yland,  wiiere  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in 
1892.  After  graduation  he  returned  to  Fall 
River  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  has  been  very  successful  and 
is  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  In 
September,  1895,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Herminie  Langevin,  of  New  Hampshire,  a 
very  attractive  and  handsome  young  woman. 
The  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  H.  Alban,  Oscar,  C.ermaine 
and  Ferdinand,  who  died  in  19(12.  Dr.  Barre 
is  very  charitable  and  kind  to  the  poor,  and 
gives  a  great  deal  of  money  and  valuable 
time  to  increase  their  happiness.  He  has 
given  his  services  free  of  charge  to  St.  Jo- 
sepli's  Oriihan  Home  ever  since  he  began 
practice,  and  no  worthy  case  is  ever  turned 
from  his  door  without  aid.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Soci&ty,  the 
Medical  Union  of  Fall  River,  the  American 
Medical  Society  and  the  Fall  River  Bowling 
Green  Club.  The  doctor  is  on  the  staff  of 
the  Union  Hospital  and  Ste.  Anne's  Hospital. 
He  is  a  Repuljlican  in  politics,  but  in  local 
matters  votes  for  who  he  thinks  is  the  best 
man  for  the  place.  He  resides  at  1555  Pleas- 
ant street,  where  he  also  has  his  office. 

MICHAEL  McNALLY.— It  is  not  possible 
to  divorce  the  name  of  Matthew  C.  D.  Bor- 
den from  the  story  of  the  creation  and  op- 
erauon  of  the  immense  «i)lant  of  the  Fall 
River  Iron  Works  Company,  which  is  a  last- 
ing monument  to  his  confidence  in  the  city 
of  his  birth  and  the  breadth  of  his  enter- 
prise. As  a  helper  in  the  great  undertaking 
Mr.  Borden  found  in  Michael  McNally  a 
capable  and  relial)le  man,  whose  assistance 
in  'the  work  of  construction  and  installation 
was  invaluable.  Mr.  McNally  was  born  a 
mechanic  as  well  as  an  Englishman.  Gloss- 
up  is  his  naitive  place,  and  September  14, 
ISGO,  is  his  birthday.  After  some  years  of 
residence  in  Providence  the  family  settled 
in  this  city  in  1872.    Here  the  youth  learned 


HISTORY  OF  FALL  RIVER 


247 


the  trailfs  of  lirickla\-ing  and  stone-masonry. 
He  was  skilleil  at  bolh  and  full  of  ambition, 
and  in  ISDN  set  up  for  himself  as  a  contrac- 
\i>v.  It  was  llicii  lliiit  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Hurdi  n  was  ilrawn  t(j  yiw  ,McNall\-,  and  con- 
tide  niial  i-elaiions  develoiied  that  resulted 
in  the  subject  of  this  sketch  taking  entire 
charge  of  tlie  building  operations  or<lered  by 
the  manufacturer.  Although  vast  sums  of 
money  were  placed  at  his  disposal  and  a 


IWichael  McNally 

weJghty  responsibility  was  devolved  on  him, 
there  was  a  rigid  accounting  for  every  dol- 
lar, and  the  ideas  of  ^he  emi)loyer  were  car- 
ried out  to  Ilie  letter  and  to  his  satisfac- 
tion. One  of  tlic  first  appointments  made  by 
.Mayor  John  T.  Coughlin  when  his  term  be- 
gan in  19(15,  'was  that  of  .Michael  .McNally 
for  memljer  of  the  Hoaril  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. It  was  the  only  oflice  of  a  public 
character  that  the  appointee  ever  had  filled. 
He  attended  to  the  duties  with  the  zeal  and 
intelli.gence  that  have  distinguished  him  in 
his  business,  and  became  chairman  of  the 
commission  the  second  year.  Efficiency  and 
discipline* without  severity,  but  by  obtaining 
the  confidence  of  the  men,  his  way  in  deal- 
ing with  workmen,  were  what  he  sought, 
and  the  standing  of  the  fire  department  Is 
proof  of  the  good  results  of  the  policy  when 
applied  to  servants  of  the  people.  The  Com- 
missioner seeks  improvement,  and  nothing 
satisfies  him  but  the  best.  He  has  a  fine 
home  at  029  Hi.ghland  avenue.    The  mother 


of  his  four  children — Anna  G.,  Agnes,  Alice 
and  Eli/.abetli  (deceased) — was  Alice  O'Mara 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage  in  1SS9.  Mi-.  Mc- 
Na;lly  attends  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church, 
and  belongs  to  the  Fall  River  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  lOlks. 

JOHN  E.  TORPHY  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  November  IG,  1872.  He 
came  to  Pall  River  with  his  parents  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  scliools,  after  which 
time  he  began  life  like  many  another  young 
man,  in  the  cotton  mills,  where  he  worked 
for  three  years.  Being  ambitious  and  desir- 
ing to  better  his  condition  he  secured  a 
position  as  clerk  in  the  well  known  grocery 
house  of  James  Keenan,  where  he  soon  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  the  grocery  business. 
For  fourteen  years  he  remained  with  Mr. 
Keenan  in  a  confidential  capacity,  and  in 
1899  went  into  the  grocery  business  for  him- 
self at  72  North  Court  street,  where  he  now 
is.  Mr.  Torphy  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  believes  'in  the  principles  of  Democracy 


Jotin  E,  Torpliy 


as  laid  down  by  Thomas  Jefferson.  On  May 
1,  1905,  Mayor  John  T.  Coughlin  appointed 
him  Commissioner  of  Parks  and  Cemeteries, 
a  position  which  was  coveted  by  many  party 
men.  Commissioner  Torphy  was  united  in 
marriage  November  G,  1895,  to  Miss  Mary 
G.  Collins,  of  New.buryport,  Mass.  Six  chil- 
drt^n  have  blessed  their  union.  Their  names 
are:  John  E.,  Jr.,  William,  Marian,  Fred- 
erick, James  and  Heloise.     The  last  two 
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imiiiiijiiu:!  are  <leci.'.isL'(l.  The  family  resides 
ill  a  tomlorialile  lioiiie  at  71G  .luno  street. 
'I'lu-  ('oiiiiiiis.sii)iier  is  a  iiiemlier  of  tlio  A.  O. 
II.  Sociiiy  aiiil  licloiigs  lu  Si.  .Ji)S('])h's  Iloly 
Naiiir.  The  family  attend  St.  .Joseph's  Cath- 
olic Cliurcdi.  John  E.  Torphy  is  an  example 
of  what  pei-si'veranc(.\  hard  work  and  lioa- 
t'sly  of  purpose  will  accomplish,  fic  is  cour- 
teous and  Kind  lo  those  who  come  in  contact 
Willi  him,  and  is  al\va\'s  ready  to  help  any 
imncmeni  for  I  he  ad\  anccment  of  the  city 
of  l'\ill  Itiver. 

TllO.MAS  En.MUND  MALONEY,  V.  S.— 
Till'  lirsi  lemilaidy  graduated  veterinary  sur- 
.m'on  to  locale  here  and  liegin  the  practice 
of  \-elei-iiiar.\'  medicine  and  surgeon  was  Dr. 


Tlioni.iM  Edmund  M.\Ioncy,  V.  S. 

■Phomas  !•].  .Malom  y.  Ih.'  was  horn  in  Gcor- 
gia\  ille,  U.  I.,  , I  Illy  211,  1X(!5.  Mis  parents 
were  .Michael,  for  niaii\-  years  trial  justice 
of  ilie  justice  court  for  tlie  town  of  Smith- 
lield,  U.  [.,  and  .Mary  Maloney,  hoth  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ireland.  After  receiving  his 
degri'e  from  tlie  New  York  College  of  Veter- 
inary- Surgeons, on  March  13,  1SS9,  he  came 
to  this  city  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
Ijrofession,  opening  his  ollice  March  17,  1SS9. 
In  INDi'  the  ofhce  of  Insi)ector  of  Animals 
and  Provisions  was  created  by  act  of  the 
Legislature.  The  hist  appointment  under 
the  taw  in  Fall  River  was  that  of  Dr.  Ma- 
loiiey,  whose  nomination  was  sent  to  the 
Aldermen  in  April  by  Mayor  John  W.  Cough- 


lin.  The  term  was  bhree  years.  The  board 
(jf  registration  in  veterinary  medicine,  com- 
posed of  live  memliers,  was  established  by 
the  Legislature  in  liiiilj  for  the  regulation 
of  the  practice  of  veterinary  medicine  and 
surgery.  Dr.  Alaloney  was  appointed  for  one 
year  by  Governor  John  L.  Bates.  The  fol- 
lowing year  the  Governor  reappointed  him 
for  five  years.  In  19(15,  Mayor  John  T. 
Coughlin  named  the  doctor  for  his  old  office 
of  Inspector  of  Animals,  and  in  190G  renom- 
inated him.  In  the  spring  of  19tV3  the  first 
veterinary  hospital  to  he  instituted  here  was 
opened  as  a  private  venture  by  Dr.  Maloney, 
in  the  rear  of  his  residence,  592  North  Main 
street,  and  was  a  success.  In  June,  1S9(I,  tihe 
doctor  was  married  to  IMargaret  Maria  Con- 
nelly, a  native  of  Wobnrn,  in  the  church 
of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  New  York  City.  Four 
childien  have  ibeen  born  to  them— Leo,  de- 
ceased; Geraldine,  l>eona  and  Margaret 
Marj'.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic parish  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  of  the 
following  societies:  American-Irish  Histori- 
cal Society,  Fall  River  Trade  and  Industry 
.Association,  Fall  River  Driving  Club,  Fall 
River  Yacht  Club,  Massachusetf s  Veterinary 
Association,  New  York-American  Veterinary 
.Miimni  Association  and  the  ITniversity  Club 
of  Fall  River.  ■      ■     -  , 

EVERETT  RROW'NI'Jl.L  DURFEE.— The 
rare  honor  of  becoming  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  belongs 
to  P^verett  Brownell  Durfee,  son  of  Oscar  F. 
and  Aibby  S.  Durfee.  He  was  born  June 
21',  18(12,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  tiiue 
spent  at  college,  and  a  year  teaching  else- 
where, he  has  always  been  a  resident  of  Fall 
River.  Mr.  Durfee  went  through  all  the 
grades  of  the  city  schools,  finishing  at  the 
high  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
ISSh.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  en- 
tered Brown  University,  Providence,  ami 
graduated  with  the  degree^  of  bachelor  of 
iirts  in  1S84.  The  additional  honor  of  mas- 
ter of  arts  was  accprired  from  fhe  university 
in  1SS7.  Teaching  was  adopted  by  him  as  a 
profession.  There  was  a  vacancy  in  the 
principalship  of  the  Falls  grammar  school 
at  Attleboro  Falls,  and,  notwithstanding  that 
the  young  graduate  was  without  experience, 
the  town  committee  readily  selected  him  for 
the  place.  Aptitude  was  apparent  in  tlio 
manner  and  methods  of  the  new  principal, 
and  results  convinced  the  members  of  the 
committee  that  a  wise  choice  had  been  made 
by  the.m  in  filling  the  position.    After  the 
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year's  duties  were  completed,  Mr.  Durfee 
fell  that  his  lioiiie  city  offered  a  better  field 
for  educational  worlc  and  professional  ad- 
vancement than  the  pretty  town  in  which  he 
started  his  career,  and   when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  tlie  committee  to  take  charge 
of  the  Tucker  street  school  he  put  himself 
at  the  service  of  that  body.    Because  of  t"ie 
large  number  of  pupils  enrolled  for  the  high 
school  in  1S7G,  the  building  in  June  street 
was  deemed  insufficient.  A  room  was  opened 
in  the  Davenport  school,  where  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  attended  during  his  first  year 
at   the   high    school.     Subsequently  three 
rooms   were   opened   to   accommodate  the 
whole  class  that  entered  the  high  school,  and 
after  one  year's  service  in  the  Tucker  street 
building  Mr.  Durfee  was  put  in  charge  of  one 
of  the  rooms.    When  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee 
High  School  Building  was  opened  in  18S7, 
he  was  transferred  to  this  building.  Seven- 
teen years  in  the  day  schools,  and  as  'prin- 
cipal of  the  advanced  evening  school  fifteen 
years,  of  patient  and  zealous  effort  and  un- 
flinching interest  on  the  part  of  the  teacher, 
and  profitable  instruction  to  hundreds  of 
boys  and  girls  to  whom  he  was  a  friend  and 
guide,  followed  the  utilization  of  the  magni- 
ficent gift  of  Mrs.  Mary  Brayton  Young  to 
the  city.    The  instructor  never  lost  sight  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  made  himself  a 
helper  indeed  to  the  student  in  need  in  any 
of  tlie  branches  which  presented  difficulties. 
The  relationship  was  more  like  that  of  a 
devoted  and  earnest  parent  and  a  docile  and 
anxious  son  or  daughter  than  of  teacher  and 
pupil.    After  Mr.  George  F.  Pope  was  pro- 
moted to  principal  of  the  high  school,  Mr. 
Durfee  was  made  his  successor  as  vice-prin- 
cipal.    He  helt"   that  responsibility   but  a 
year — 1904  to  1905 — when  there  was  a  va- 
cancy in  the  office  of  superintendent.  Mr. 
William  C.  Bates  resigned  to  'become  head 
of  the  depai'tment  in  Cambridge.  Although 
many  candidates  were  considered  by  the 
committee,  pirblic  opinion  was  overwhelming 
in  declaring  that  a  citizen  should  be  pre- 
ferred, in  view  of  the  admitted  attainments 
of  the  residents  who  were  candidates.  The 
effect  «f  the  close  identification  of  Mr.  Dur- 
fee with  the  interests  of  the  pupils  he  in- 
structed at  the  high  school  manifested  itself 
in  a  remarkable  demonstration  in  favor  of 
his  election.    Deference  was  shown  the  sen- 
timent, and  Everett  B.  Durfee  was  elected 
superintendent  in  190S.    That  trust  he  is  dis- 
charging with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  community.    Through  his 


marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  Joella  Bean,  No- 
vember 21,  1S87,  three  children  liave  l)eeii 
born.  They  are  Everett  Wilhinl,  Went  worth 
and  Abby  Frances  Durfee.  Tlu'  siiiierinleinl- 
ent  is  a  Republican,  Init  he  eschew.s  jiolitics 
more  than  tlie  exercise  of  tlie  franchise  as 
a  voter.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Fab 
River  Teachers'  Association  since  its  organ- 
ization in  1S91,  and  trustee  of  the  Teachers' 
Anniuty  Guild  since  189G.  His  other  ofiices 
are  president  of  the  B.  M.  C.  Durfee  High 
School  Athletic  Association,  Superintendent 
of  the  Third  Baptist  Sunday  School  and  Di- 
rector of  the  Bradford  Durfee  Textile  School. 
He  belongs  to  the  Massachusetts  School- 
masters' Club,  the  Massachusetts  Superin- 
tendents' Association,  the  New  England  As- 
sociation of  Superintendents,  Bristol  County 
Teachers'  Association  and  the  Sons  of  Brown 
University  of  Fall  River.  His  love  of  athlet- 
ics began  when  a  schoolboj-,  was  continued 
when  at  college,  and  characterized  his  whole 
career  as  a  teacher,  his  doctrine  heing  that 
a  healthy  boy  or  girl  makes  the  better 
scholar,  and  therefore  ithe  better  man  or 
woman.  Mi-.  Durfee  is  a  graceful  and  easy 
speaker,  and  is  much  in  ilemand  on  iMiblic 
occasions. 

JAMES  SINCLAIR.— The  second  citizen 
to  be  honored  by  his  colleagues  by  election 
to  the  presidency  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
as  fashioned  by  the  chai'ter  adoiited  by  i)op- 
ular  vote  in  the  election  of  was  .lames 

Sinclair.  The  action  of  tlie  l)oard  may  be 
termed  a  logical  choice,  for  the  gentleman 
thus  singled  out  for  distinction  had  occujiied 
the  vice-presidency  in  the  government  of 
1903  and  exhibited  qualifications  for  the 
leadership  which  appealed  to  tlie  wisdom 
of  the  citizens  occupying  seats  in  the  I'eor- 
ganized  lioard,  and  influenced  their  decision 
as  they  looked  among  themselves  for  a 
worthy  occupant  of  the  presidential  chair. 
Mv.  Sinclair  is  a  native  neither  of  Fall  River 
nor  of  the  Ignited  States,  still  he  possesses 
those  traits  which  have  mark'ed  the  success- 
ful careers  of  numy  thousands  of  adopted 
sons  who  have  figured  in  the  business,  pro- 
fessional and  public  life  of  our  country. 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  is  the  birthplace  of  ;SIr. 
Sinclair,  and  the  dale  of  his  birth  is  .Janu- 
ary 31,  ISTi).  His  schooling  was  obtained  in 
the  rugged  land  of  the  thistle,  and  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  lie  came  to  Fall  River.  In  time 
h«  became  a  bookkeeper,  and  his  first  em- 
l)loynient  of  imiiortanee  and  responsibility 
began  when  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
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Wanipanoag  Mill.  There  he  has  continued, 
making  himself  valuable  to  his  superior  by 
care  and  interest.  Mr.  Sinclair  believed  in 
making  his  cil i'/.eiiship  practical,  and  secured 
membership  in  the  t^omnion  Council  in  1901. 
He  was  re-elected,  and  his  satisfied  constitu- 
ents rewarded  him  for  h-is  service  by  choos- 
ing him  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Al- 
dermen following  the  discarding  of  tihe  or- 
ganic document  which  had  served  the  munic- 
il)ality  as  a  charter  since  its  incorporation  as 
a  oity  in  1S54.  The  Alderman  had  occupied 
a  seat  in  the  single  branch  continuously  to 
the  present  (UIOC).  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican of  the  broad-minded  sort.  Mr.  Sin- 
clair chose  for  his  life  partner  Miss  May  L. 
Lindsey,  the  marriage  taking  place  October 
0,  1S97.  The  father  of  the  bride  was  William 
D.  Lindsey,  who  was  a  leading  manufacturer 
of  this  city. 

JOSEPH  NAPOLEON  LANDRY,  M.  D.— 
Among  the  sons  of  the  dominion  of  Canada 
who  have  become  residents  of  this  city,  and 


Joseph  Napoleon  Landry,  M,  D. 

identified  themselves  with  its  best  interests, 
Dr.  .Tos(^)h  N.  Landry  must  be  numbered. 
Although  less  than  t/hree  years  in  practice 
here,  his  professional  standing  is  in  the  front 
rank.  Carleton,  Bonaventnre  County,  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  is  Dr.  Landry's  birthplace. 
He  was  born  August  1,  1872.  His  prelimi- 
nary education  was  secured  in  the  seminary 
of  Quebec,  which  has  been  the  educational 
nursery  for  some  of  the  great  men  who  have 


figured,  or  are  still  figuring,  in  the  public, 
professional  and  clerical  life  of  Canada. 
Training  in  the  rudiments  was  substantial 
in  character,  and  the  mental,  moral  and 
physical  development  tliat  succeeded  I'estcd 
on  a  solid  foundation.  Dr.  Landry  enrolled 
later  as  a  student  in  the  seminary  of  Ri- 
mouski,  and  remained  until  'he  had  com- 
pleted the  course.  In  pursuance  of  his  de- 
sire to  be  a  doctor,  he  placed  himself  under 
the  distinguished  professors  of  the  Laval 
Institution,  in  Montreal,  the  diplomas  of 
which  are  earned  only  'by  assiduous  effort. 
In  1901  t'he  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine 
was  bestowed  on  the  student,  and  the  same 
year  a  license  to  practice  in  the  province  of 
Quebec  was  issued.  Two  years  afterwards 
Dr.  Landry  passed  the  severe  examination 
wliioh  is  conducted  by  the  board  of  exam- 
iners in  Massachusetts,  and  he  opened  an 
office  in  Fall  River,  at  73  Avon  street,  where 
he  has  his  home,  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon. Skill  and  interest  in  i)atients  w(ju 
for  the  >'oung  practitioner  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive patronage.  He  added  to  his  reimtation 
by  opening  a  private  hospital  for  general 
diseases  and  surgery,  which  has  been  an 
unqualified  success.  Dr.  T^andry  is  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  Fall  River  Meil- 
ical  Union,  and  serves  the  Independent  Order 
of  Foresters  as  examiner.  He  belongs  to  the 
society  of  St.  John  Baptist  and  Manitou 
Tribe  of  Red  Men.  His  marriage  witli 
Maria  Cartier  took  place  April  IT,.  ISH,"). 
There  are  three  children — ^fJeoi-gc  Henry, 
Joseph  Hector  Gaston  and  Mary  Jane — in 
whose  education  and  entertainment  he  finds 
his  principal  diversion. 

J.  ARTHUR  ARCHAMBAULT,  M.  D.— 
Among  the  younger  members  of  the  medical 
profession  the  name  of  Dr.  Archambault  is 
coming  rapidly  to  the  front  as  a  skilful  i)rac- 
titiioner.  He  was  born  on  October  11,  lS7r), 
in  St.  Paul  L'Emerte,  County  of  L'Assump- 
tion,  Pi'ovince  of  Quebec,  Canada,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  and  training  from 
private  tutors  and  at  preparatory  schools. 
In  ISSS  he  entered  the  College  of  L'Assump- 
tion  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1S94. 
During  the  year  1890  he  began  the  study  of 
science,  and  lin  1897  tok  up  the  study  of 
medicine  at  the  Laval  University  of  Mon- 
treal, and  was  graduated  with  high  honors, 
receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  on  June  10, 
1901.  After  graduating,  the  young  doctor 
came  to  Fall  Rivei-  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  in  the  meantime  studying 
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harti  and  acquiririR  all  the  Icnowledge  pos- 
sible in  liospilals  and  in  private  world 
A.mong  the  French  residents  of  this  city 
Dr.  Archaniliaiill  has  built  )ip  a  splendid 
practice  and  stands  high  in  the  estimation 
of  his  brother  |)ractili()ncrs.  His  office  and 
residence  is  located  at  704  South  Main 
street.  The  doctor  was  married  on  July  'M). 
IttOt,  to  Miss  Marit?  Claire  Relangcr,  of  Mon- 
treal, Canada.    They  have  one  son,  a  bright 


J.  Arthur  Arch.imbault,  M.  D. 

little  fellow,  who  is  named  Maurille.  Dr. 
Archanihault  is  medical  examiner  for  the 
Ladies'  Catholic  lienevolent  Association  of 
I' all  River,  Branch  No.  B!)!*.  He  is  also  phy- 
sician to  Couit  Cartemanche,  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters  of  Fall  River,  No.  G5S, 
and  physician  to  Ste.  Anne's  Hospital.  Dr. 
Archanihault  is  a  close  student,  hard  worker 
anil  cautious  operator.  He  is  an  expert 
diagnostician  and  possesses  a  most  retentive 
memory  and  a  great  faculty  of  comprehen- 
sive observation.  The  doctor  devotes  con- 
siderable time  to  surgery  and  the  diseases 
of  iwomen  and  children.  He  experiences  the 
greatest  satisfaetion  in  maintaining  what  he 
considers  i^rinciples  of  right  in  spite  of  dif- 
ficulties. He  has  a  host  of  friends  among 
the  French  and  American  residents  and  be- 
lieves in  tho  future  of  Fall  River. 

NELSON  BORDEN  DURFEE.— "God. 
hoine  ari\l  nativi?  iaaj,"  'na-s  tieen  the  life 
motto  of  Nelson  Borden  Diirfee.    His  has 


not  been  lip  service,  but  an  earnest  endeavor 
toward  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  three 
great  causes  in  the  order  named,  it  is  the 
testimony  of  those  who  know  hiin  that  his 
conduct  bears  out  his  pretensions;  that  noth- 
ing savoring  of  Wie  Pharisaical  may  be  ad- 
duced in  detraction.  Mr.  Durfee  was  born 
in  Tiverton  January  tSTO,  his  parents 
being  Joshua  T.  and  Amanda  ^L  (Crandall) 
Durfee.  He  was  educated  in  the  Kjt.'u 
schools  and  in  Fall  River,  and  made  so  good 
use  of  his  time  that  in  his  youth  he  became 
a  teacher  in  Tiverton.  In  his  seventeenth 
year  ]Mr.  Durfee  shii)ped  on  the  whaler  ".Mer- 
maid," from  New  Bedford.  After  two  .\'ears 
of  such  life  he  was  discharged  in  St.  Helena 
and  entered  the  merchant  marine  service 
for  a  short  period.  Then  he  became  a  car- 
penter. In  AiJril,  1900,  he  bought  the  planing 
and  finishing  business  that  Samuel  F.  Stew- 
art had  estaiblisheil  in  1X8(1.  There  was  not 
work  enough  for  two  men  steadily,  but  the 
energy  of  Mi-.   Durfei.'  resulted   in  a  large 


Nelson  Borden  Diirfcc 

ir.crease  in  business.  In  March,  1904,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Wilbur  C.  Hartt, 
which  continued  until  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  when  William  (!.  Smith  entered  the 
firm,  the  title  of  which  is  Nelson  R.  Durfee 
&  Co.ni'pany.  It  has  an  extensive  plant  al 
STO  South  Main  street,  wiiere  Mr.  Stewart 
started.  An  ailvanced  stt'i)  was  taken  in  the 
.sjiring  of  I'JH.",  by  ihe  iu-staHation  of  a  dry- 
kiln   for  the  iireparation  of  wood  for  the 
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highest  grade  of  interior  finish  and  cabinet 
work.  Tlie  lirm  had  the  contracts  for  the 
finish  of  the  Fall  River  "Daily  Globe"  build- 
ing, ihc  Ste.  Anne's  Church  and  Hospital,  pri- 
\  aiu  resideiiCLS  and  structures  in  Providence, 
'I'aunton  and  other  cities.  The  members  are 
Itelievers  in  the  progress  of  Fall  River,  are 
hard  anil  earnest  worliers,  and  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  their  efforts  develop  the 
largest  business  of  the  kind  in  this  section 
of  New  England.  Mr.  Hartt  excels  as  a 
moulding  man,  and  that  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness has  increased  rapidly  under  his  man- 
agement. Mr.  Smith  is  noted  for  liis  honest 
methods  and  square  dealing.  .Mr.  Durfee  be- 
came a  professed  Christian  in  his  youth,  and 
was  received  into  the  membership  of  the 
Baptist  Temple.  All  branches  of  church 
work  appeal  to  liim.  In  1900  and  1901  he 
was  president  of  the  United  Societies  of 
Christian  Endeavor  of  Fall  River  and  vicin- 
ity, at  the  same  time  being  an  active  workei- 
with  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
In  1903,  Mr.  Durfee  was  elected  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday  school  connected  with  the 
Foster  Street  Baptist  Mission,  and  his  inter- 
est contributed  materially  to  the  creation 
of  the  mission  into  the  Trinity  Baptist 
Church.  As  a  member  of  Battery  M,  heavy 
artillery,  he  enrolled  for  active  service  in 
the  :war  with  Spain  in  1S98,  and  was  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  The 
occasion  did  not  ai'ise  for  participation  in 
the  hostilities  and  Mr.  Durfee  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  His  marriage  to  .leanie  M. 
Williamson,  of  this  cit.\,  took  place  March 
22,  189;!.  Fcnir  children  have  been  born — 
Myrtle  May,  who  died  March  2.S,  ISOG;  Inez, 
Morrison,  Beatrice  Flasket  and  .Joshua  Cran- 
dall.  The  activity  which  lias  marked  his 
business  anil  religious  life  has  distinguished 
his  conned  ion  with  Narragansett  Lodge  of 
Masons,  whicli  he  joined  in  1900. 

ALFRED  STANISLAS  LETOURNEAU.— 
Fall  River  has,  among  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  its  business  men,  many  energetic,  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited  adopted  sons. 
Among  these  stands  the  subject  of  this 
aketcli,  Alfred  Stanislas  Letourneau.  He  was 
born  April  22,  ISGl,  in  St.  Sebastien,  Can- 
ada; he  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  subsequently  took  the  clas- 
sical course  in  St.  Hyacinthe  College.  He 
studied  pharmacy  in  Montreal,  where  he 
passed  the  i)rovincial  board  of  examination 
in  1S85.  The  following  year  he  became  a 
resident  of  Fall  River,  following  his  profes- 


sion as  a  druggist.  In  18SS  he  obtained  a 
certificate  from  the  Massachusetts  Boani 
of  Pharmacy  after  a  successful  examination. 
He  ihas  been  identified  with  the  French  so- 
cieties and  naturalization  movements  in  Fall 
River,  ami  alwa.\s  contributed  generously 
towards  matters  of  ijulilic  welfare.  .Mr.  Le- 
tourneau first  acted  as  clerii  in  ■  the  drug 
store  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Collet  &  Co.,  located  at 
the  corner  of  Soiitn  Main  ami  Borden 
streets;  sul)sequently  he  went  into  paiiiu  r- 
ship  with  his  father-in-law,  William  Corneau, 
and  had  eliarge  of  the  drug  store  corner  of 
Pleasant  and  Coriuau  streets.  .-Vfter  a 
while  'he  dissolved  the  partnership  an:) 
started  a  store  on  his  own  account  in  .Marcli, 
1X94,  at  105  Pleasant  street,  in  the  Jennings 


Alfred  Stanistis  LetoLirnciu 

building,  where  he  has  been  successful  in 
establishing  a  proIital)le  business.  He  is 
noted  as  a  steady,  reliable  and  progressive 
business  man.  Many  seek  his  advice,  and 
find  in  liim  a  man  of  excellent  judgment, 
liberal  and  well  informed  on  current  events, 
as  well  as  in  history  and  literature  generally. 
He  was  elected  president  and  vice-president 
respectively  of  two  social  clubs,  I.,amariine 
and  La  Boucane;  a  director  in  the  Lafayette 
Co-operative  Bank  and  treasurer  of  ■the 
T  wenty-five  Associates.  In  1892  Mr.  Letour- 
neau was  married  to  Annie  L.  Corneau. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  marriage, 
one  iboy  named  Darclie  and  three  girls, 
Clarice,  Mariette  and  Adrienne.    In  March 
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he  was  appointed  a  trustee  of  the  public 
library  by  Mayor  John  T.  Coiighlin.  While 
he  never  hold  any  other  office  and  has  de- 
voted his  time  to  his  business,  yet  he  never 
failed  to  be  interested  and  to  talce  part  in 
all  events  of  a  puljlic  character.  He  belongs 
to  tile  Massachusetts  Druggists'  Association, 
and  wliile  he  'makes  a  specialty  of  pharmacy 
and  'lielongs  to  the  forefront  of  his  profes- 
sion, he  does  not  neglect  other  intellectual 
fields.  He  is  a  great  reader  and  a  worthy 
citizen,  and  is  tlioroughly  loyal  to  his  adopt- 
ed country. 

JOHN  ISHERWOOD.— The  name  of  John 
Isherwood  has  been  associated  with  the  gro- 


John  Ishcrwood 

eery  and  provision  trade  of  the  city  for  so 
many  years  that  a  history  of  Fall  River 
would  not  be  accurate  which  made  no  men- 
tion of  his  connection  ivvith  it.  Very  few  of 
the  early  storelceepers  are  living,  or  still 
pursuing  the  vocation.  Mr.  Isherwood  is  old 
neither  in  loolvs  nor  in  action,  and  in  feelings 
he  is  a  comparatively  young  man.  Close  ap- 
plication to  business  'has  been  almost  with- 
out noticeaible  effect  on  his  spirits  or  phy- 
sique. Mr.  Isherwood  bears  the  name  of 
his  fatiher;  the  maiden  name  of  his  mofTi'er 
was  \farparct  Holden.  The  parents  lived  in 
RamsbDltoni,  Lancashire,  England,  wheft  Xe 
was  born,  July  28,  1838.  Family  necessities 
pressed  so  hard  that  at  an  early  age,  before 
he  had  much  of  an  opportunity  to  taste  t)he 


sweets  of  knowledge  as  dispensed  at  school, 
Mr.  Isherwood  was  put  to  work.  In  1851, 
the  Isherwooda  became  residents  of  this 
city.  The  son  found  employment  in  the 
Globe  Print  Works  at  fifty  cents  a  day.  He 
was  ambitious,  and  in  1859  became  an  ap- 
prentice in  the  blacksmith  shop  of  James 
M.  Osborn,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  postoffice.  When  lie  mastered  the 
trade  he  was  engage^d  by  Marvel  &  Davol, 
machinists.  In  1SG5,  the  Fall  River  Work- 
ingmen's  Co-operative  Association  was  or- 
ganized hy  Mr.  Isherwood  and  six  others, 
for  the  conduct  of  a  grocery  and  provision 
store.  That  changed  the  current  of  his  life. 
He  became  an  employee  of  the  association, 
and  remained  as  such  for  four  years  and  a 
half.  Meanwhile,  two  brothers  had  located 
in  Jackson  County,  Minnesota,  and  the  re- 
ports they  sent  east  led  Mr.  Isherwood  to 
think  that  he  would  like  to  live  in  the  West. 
Accordingly,  he  bought  a  farm  and  settled 
on  it  witli  his  family.  One  winter's  experi- 
ence, however,  was  enough  for  the  emigrants, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  months  they  were 
back  in  Fall  River.  After  a  year  in  the 
machine  shop  of  the  Weetamoe  Mill,  Afr. 
Isherwood  was  engaged  to  work  in  I'le 
grocery  of  Thomas  Fantoni,  whom  he  served 
four  years.  Four  years  of  association  with 
John  Frost  followed,  and  then  he  started  in 
business  at  his  present  location  at  2175  South 
Main  street.  Hp  to  five  years  ago  he  con- 
fined himself  to  retail  interests.  Then  he 
became  a  wliolesaler  in  addition,  operating 
both  branches  with  marlvcd  success.  The 
wedding  of  Mr.  Isherwood  and  Sarah  Ham- 
lett,  of  this  city,  took  place  here  June  18, 
1SG2.  Seven  children  were  born — Joseph 
Henry,  Charles  Lincoln,  Samuel  James,  de- 
ceased; Sarah  Elizabeth,  Thomas,  deceased; 
Alice  Ann,  deceased;  John  William  Isher- 
wood. Mr.  Isherwood  is  a  member  of  Mt. 
Hope  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  he  and  his 
family  discharge  their  religicnis  duties  at  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church.  His  political  con- 
victions made  him  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party  when  lie  cast  his  first  vote, 
and  in  that  faith  he  has  continued,  though 
not  caring  to  be  an  active  partisan. 

REGINALD  ASHTON  FOULDS.— Of  the 
men  in  business  in  this  city  whose  fathers 
went  to  the  front  in  the  days  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, none  is  more  imbued  with  civic  spirit 
and  has  greater  faith  in  the  present  and  the 
future  of  Fall  River  than  Reginald  Ashton 
Foulds.    Mr.  Foulds  is  the  son  of  John  E. 
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Foulds,  a  native  of  Taunton,  many  of  whose 
chai'acteristics  he  inherited,  and  Mary  Ker- 
sliaw,  who  was  born  in  Rochdale,  England. 
Tliey  were  married  in  Newton  Upper 
I'^alls  by  Rev.  .].  IMInot  Bailey,  Sep- 
temljei-  7,  l.siKj,  and  settled  in  this 
city  in  18G7.  On  September  14,  ISG'J, 
their  only  child  was  born.  The  father 
was  in  several  engagements  in  the  Civil 
War,  having  served  in  Company  C,  Twenty- 
second  Massachnsetts  Regiment,  for  two 
years,  and  re-enlisted  in  the  Second  Massa- 
chusetts Light  Artillery.  He  was  an  Alder- 
man in  18S5,  1N8C  and  1889,  and  held  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Republican  City  Com- 
miltee.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Novem- 
ber 28,  TJO:;,  ,j.  R  Foulds  was  in  the  employ 


Reginald  Asliton  Foulds 

of  the  State  as  an  Ins|)ector  of  Buildings. 
Reginald  A.  Foulds  reached  the  eighth  grade 
in  the  public  schools,  and  then  turned  to 
to  help  his  parents.  He  was  ambitious  to 
get  an  education  and  attended  a  night  school 
conducted  by  Edward  Gray,  so  as  to  qualify 
for  the  course  at  the  evening  sessions  at  the 
high  schot/1.  An  opportunity  to  obtain  the 
preparation  for  a  business  life  afforded  hy 
a  commercial  college  in  Providence  was  eni- 
Draccd,  and  in  1888  Mr.  Foulds  received  a 
diploma.  His  instruction  at  that  institution 
he  supi)lemented  by  attendance  at  a  short- 
hand school  in  this  city.  After  a  short  time 
si)ent  as  a  bookkeeiier  lie  embarked  in  l)usi- 
ness  as  dealer  in  pianos.    There  had  been 


no  degree  of  failure  in  his  preceding  career, 
and  success  marked  the  venture.  The  liking 
the  father  had  for  politics  was  transmitted 
to  the  son,  and  Mr.  Foulds  was  elected  to 
represent  the  First  Ward  as  Alderman.  His 
acts  satisfied  the  constituency,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  in  the  same  seat.  Sep- 
tember 11,  1901,  Miss  Cora  Gertrude  .Collins 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Foulds.  There  are 
three  children  of  the  marriage,  two  boys 
and  a  girl.  Mildrel  Alice  is  the  oldest,  Edgar 
Reginald  next,  anil  the  baby  of  the  family  is 
John  Herbert.  Mr.  Foulds  has  connections 
with  the  Republican  Club  of  Massaclmsetts, 
the  Central  Republican  Club  of  F^all  River, 
Mt.  Hope  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Fall 
River  Trade  and  Industry  Association,  and 
the  Fall  River  Retail  Merchants'  Associa- 
tion. If  there  is  one  hoibby  which  he  may 
be  saiil  to  have  it  is  the  promotion  of  the 
welfare  of  the  citj'.  That  is  the  object  of 
the  Trade  and  Imlustry  Association,  and 
Mr.  Foulds  has  workeil  unceasingly  and 
given  of  his  means  in  its  furtherance.  He 
does  not  share  the  pessimism  with  which 
certain  citizens  are  afi'licted  regarding  the 
possibilities  for  a  bigger  and  lietter  Fall 
River;  discouragements  to-day  serve  as  a 
stimulus  for  activity  and  hope  the  day  fol- 
lowing, with  an  eye  single  to  the  common 
good.  That  was  the  trait  of  the  elder 
Foulds,  and  it  is  the  happy  possession  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

FRANK  ANTHONY  THURSTON.— Repre- 
sentatives of  three  generations  in  one  family 
holding  the  othce  of  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  almost  in  succession,  is  the  unique 
record  lo  which  Frank  Anthony  Thurston, 
the  incumbent  of  the  position,  is  able  to 
point.  The  first  Thurston  to  be  s(j  honored 
by  his  fellow  citizens  was  Edward  Thurs- 
ton. That  was  before  the  incorporation  of 
Fall  River  as  a  city.  He  was  elected  by  the 
town  in  1850,  1851  and^l852  as  Surveyor  of 
Highways.  When  Danforth  Horton  was  ap- 
pointed head  of  the  Street  Department,  he 
looked  about  for  a  man  to  act  as  assistant 
who  was  familiar  with  masonry  and  con- 
struction work  in  general.  He  found  such 
a  man  in  Anthony  Thurston,  a  son  of  Ed- 
ward, and  engaged  him  in  18CS.  The  selec- 
tion was  a  fortunate  one  for  the  superin- 
tendent, and  it  was  quite  natural  that  the 
City  Council,  in  considering  the  succession 
to  Mr.  Horton,  should  promote  the  capable 
deputy.  'I'his  was  done  in  1878.  Frank  A. 
Thurston,  his  son,  became  his  successor, 
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thereby  establishing  the  record  for  family 
representation.  Frank  Anthony  Thurston 
is  the  first-born  of  Anthony  ami  Ann  M. 
(Whipple)  Thurston.  The  family  then  lived 
at  Steep  Brook,  and  the  birth  took  place 
March  15,  1804.  A  course  in  the  local 
schools  was  followed  by  training  in  the 
English  and  classical  school  in  Providence, 
which  was  finished  in  18S4.  Although  his 
father  occupied  tlie  lucrative  post  of  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  Mr.  Thurston  was  made 
to  realize  that  he  had  to  make  his  way  in  the 
world  by  his  own  efforts  like  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  for  generations.  As  he 
chose  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  pa- 
tti-nal  relative,  he  was  placed  on  the  pay- 
roll of  the  Street  Department  as  a  laborer, 


Frank  Antliony  Thiirston 

and  set  to  work  at  screening  sand.  Three 
years  of  employment  as  a  sort  of  utility 
man — painter,  assistant  clerk  and  brick- 
layer— preceded  promotion  to  fill  a  vacancy 
as  foreman.  No  favors  'were  shown  the 
y(niiig  man  by  his  parent,  who  seemed  to 
reciuire  more  from  him  than  was  demanded 
from  other  worl^nien.  Especially  in  the  mat- 
ter of  discipline  was  there  unbending  rigid- 
ity toward  the  son.  When  sickness  incapac- 
itated the  superintendent,  the  management 
of  (he  department  devolved  largely  on  F.  A. 
Thurston.  His  severe  and  versatile  training 
in  the  details  showed  itself  under  the  weight 
of  the  new  responsibility.  Affairs  ran 
smoothly,  and  the  footsteps  of  the  parent 


were  adhered  to  closely.    Anthony  Thurs- 
ton died  September  G,  1894,  and  he  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery.    Those  were 
rather  strenuous  days  in  municipal  govern- 
ment.   Partisanship  was  intense.    There  was 
a  division  among  the  Aldermen  as  respected 
the  authority  and  acts  of  the  Mayor.  The 
leaders  of  the  dominant  faction  endeavored 
to  imbue  city  officials  with  the  prejudices 
that  animated  them,  and  it  was  sought  to 
make  the  couditi(jn  of  election  to  offices  filled 
by  the  City  Council  a  declaration  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  opponents  of  the  executive. 
Although  Mr.  Thurston  refused  peremptorily 
to  give  any  pledge  other  than  a  promise  to  fill 
the  position  of  superintendent  to  the  best 
of  his  a.bility  and  to  try  to  satisfy  the  citi- 
zens,  his   frankness   appealed   to  the  City 
Council,  and  he  was  elected  November  5, 
1894.    The  confidence  reposed  in  the  father 
was  transmitted  to  the  son,  and  every  year 
since  his  flrsL  election  do'wn  to  the  present 
(190G)  the  superintendent  has  had  the  sup- 
port of  the  government  as  an  as^pirant  for 
re-election.     I'olitics  does  not  interest  Mr. 
Thurston  save  doing  his  duty  as  a  voter.  He 
has  time  for  nothing  but  his  home,  his  Work 
and  an  occasional  meeting  of  the  fraterni- 
ties with  which  he  is  connected — King  Philij) 
Lodge  of  Masons,  Fall  River  Lodge  of  Odd 
l-ellows  and   Pocasset  Lodge  of  Pythians. 
He  has  been  married  twice.    His  first  wife, 
Daisy  E.  Bowles,  with  whom  he  entered  into 
marriage    September    17,    1889,    died  April 
UO,  1898.    The  present  Mrs.  Thurston  was 
M.  Estella  Adams,  the  union  beginning  .June 
9,  1904. 

JAMBS  H.  HOLDEN.— An.ong  the  native- 
born  business  men  and  manufacturers  of 
Fall  River,  James  H.  Holdcn  deserves  a  place 
simply  because  he  has  earned  it.  Men  who 
work  hard  and  build  up  a  successful  enter- 
prise add  to  the  city's  progress  and  develop- 
ment. Mr.  Holden  was  bo'rn  in  this  city 
May  2,  18G9,  :and  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  His  father,  James  Hol- 
den, was  born  in  Blackburn,  England,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  landing 
in  New  York  City.  Soon  after  setting  fool 
on  American  soil  'he  secured  employment  at 
the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  and  learned  how 
to  make  rope,  where  he  worked  for  three 
years,  coming  to  Fall  River  in  185G.  Mr. 
Holden  did  not  remain  idle  very  long,  for  he 
learned  to  spin  cotton  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  and  it  stood  him  in  good  stead  when 
he  arrived  in  this  city.    Help  was  not  as 
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I)l('nliriil  Ihcu  as  it  is  now,  and  youiii^  Hol- 
(Icii  liiul  IK)  troiiljle  in  securing  employment 
in  I  lie  spinnin.^  room  of  tlie  Melacomet  Mill 
wiu'ic  liL'  worlieil  for  I  wo  years.  Being  am- 
liilious,  anil  desiring'  to  -^o  inio  business  on 
liis  own  account,  lu'  rented  a  small  building 


James  H.  Holdcn 

on  Hope  street,  in  ISoU,  and  began  to  make 
cotton  rope  and  mill  lianding.  He  was  the 
first  to  start  that  industry  in  Fall  River,  and 
soon  built  up  a  successful  business.  For 
nine  years  he  remained  in  the  Hope  street 


building,  and  llien  moved  to  55'.)  Ridge  street, 
which  at  thai  lime  was  known  as  8  Dyson 
street.  The  business  grew  and  prospered 
and  new  buildings  were  added  from  time  lo 
time  to  make  room  for  new  machinery  and 
other  improvements.  -Mr.  Holden  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Hendry,  of  Fall 
River,  in  1SG7.  One  son  was  born  to  them, 
James  H.  Holden,  the  name  at  the  head  of 
this  biographical  sketch,  and  the  present 
head  of  the  business.  Mi".  Holden,  Sr.,  died 
in  1S74,  and  his  widow  continued  the  manu- 
facturing business  until  her  son  readied  the 
age  when  he  could  assume  t'iie  responsibility 
of  managing  the  establishment,  which  oc- 
curred in  ISOl.  Mrs.  Holden  retired  and 
her  son  became  the  acti\e  head.  Since  .lames 
H.  Holden  took  charge  of  the  business  it 
has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  best  known  es- 
talilishments  of  the  kind  in  the  New  lOiig- 
land  States.  He  manufactures  cotton  rope 
and  all  kinds  of  mill  banding,  and  his  trade 
e.xtends  all  over  the  country.  James  H.  Hol- 
den was  married  to  Miss  Rose  Rourke,  of 
Fall  River.  Three  children  have  blessed 
their  union — ^Grace,  Ruth  and  George  Hol- 
den. The  family  reside  at  559  Ridge  street. 
Mr.  Holden  is  an  independent  voter  and 
votes  for  the  men  whom  he  thinks  will  make 
the  best  officials  and  give  the  best  adminis- 
tration to  the  people.  He  lielongs  to  the 
Fall  River  Bowling  Green  Clul),  and  for 
twenty  years  has  been  an  honored  member 
of  the  Y.  M.  I.  A.  C.  T.  A.  B.  Society 
of  this  city.  The  family  attend  St.  Patrick's 
Church,  on  South  Alain  street. 
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